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Highs and Lows Across the State
The high temperature for the state was 65°F recorded in Stanford on November 21. Choteau 
also saw a high of 65°F on November 20. The low temperature across the state over the past 
month was recorded on December 6 at West Yellowstone, once again setting a national record 
for the day across the U.S. West Yellowstone has been the fourth coldest spot in the U.S. 

through October 2018 based on low temperatures alone. However, on December 9, the temperature in 
Montana was warmer than many locations across the southeast United States. Temperatures in Livings-
ton, for example, were about 40°F while temperatures at the same time Memphis, Tennessee were 
hovering at or below freezing.

Extreme Winds Blow Across Montana
High winds continued to blast the state in December. Some of the highest gusts were recorded 
on December 13 in Dellwo in Teton County (81 mph), and in Glacier County at East Glacier 
and Deep Creek (77 mph) and St. Mary (69 mph). On December 11, peak wind speeds were 

measured at weather stations at Deep Creek near East Glacier (84 mph), Browning (70 mph) and East 
Glacier (67 mph). On November 26, high wind gusts were reported at Deep Creek (81 mph), East 
Glacier (66 mph) and Browning (50 mph).

Significant (and Insignificant) Snowfall
On December 12, western Montana snow totals at Lookout Pass were measured at 23” 
and 14” at the Twin Lakes SNOTEL southwest of Hamilton. During a large winter storm 
that moved across the state November 16 and 17, over 7.5” of snow fell in Neihart. Although 
the storm provided significant snowfall across the state, only 8” of snow fell in Missoula 

through the first weeks of December in 2018, thanks to above normal temperatures. The last time 
there was this little snow in the first two weeks of December (in Missoula) was 14 yrs ago in 2004. 
Great Falls officially had 4.2 inches of snowfall on November 16 and this broke the previous record 
snowfall for the day of 3.8 inches from 2010, a far cry from the November record of 11.1 inches on 
the November 23 in 1892.

Earthquake Activity
On December 12, a magnitude 2.5 earthquake was recorded at a depth of about 7.0 km just 
northwest of Dillon. A 2.5 magnitude quake was recorded near Manhattan on December 5 
at a depth of 3.7 km. On November 25, a magnitude 2.8 earthquake was recorded at 10 km 
depth northeast of Seeley Lake.

Record-Setting Geyser in Yellowstone Park
The Steamboat Geyser in Yellowstone National Park erupted for the thirtieth time since 
March 15, 2018, setting the all-time record for documented eruptions. The previous record 
was 29 in 1964. The latest eruption occurred about 1:07 a.m. on Dec. 8. The world’s tall-
est active geyser, located in the Norris Geyser Basin, can shoot water more than 300 feet. 

The water portion of the eruptions by Steamboat Geyser can last three to more than 40 minutes. The 
powerful steam phase can last several hours to several days. “The heightened activity at Steamboat 
this year is uncommon but not unprecedented,” said Jeff Hungerford, Yellowstone’s park geologist. 
“We have seen similar activity twice previously; once in the early 1960s, and again in the early 1980s. 
“Conversely, the world’s tallest active geyser has also exhibited years of quiescence or no major 
eruptions, with the longest being the 50-year period between 1911 and 1961. We’ll continue to 
monitor this extraordinary geyser.”

Ski Area Snow Totals for Early December
Montana’s ski season is underway with a number of ski areas in full operation. Big Sky 
Resort has 3,883 acres open with a base of 27” -41”; Whitefish Mountain Resort reports 
500 acres open with a 11”-40” base; Bridger Bowl reports 2,000 acres and all lifts open 
with a 39” base; Discovery Ski Area reports five of eight lifts open and a 12”-30” base 

depth; Red Lodge reports six out of seven lifts open and a 25”-27” base; Showdown Montana reports 
640 acres and all lifts open with a base of 20”-23”.

MONTANA ALMANAC

From November 15 to December 15. Sources: National Weather Service,
Montana State Library, U.S. Geological Survey, and U.S.A. Today
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BYGONE DAYS
Bygone Days are compiled from archives 

of Montana newspapers. Current years fea-
tured are 1895, 1934 and 1960. For daily 
Bygone Days, follow @MontanaPress on 
Facebook.

Helena Independent Record
January 1, 1895
“Today is New Year in all civilized coun-

tries except Russia, where it comes on the 
12th. Governors will be inaugurated in 
nine states, while in the capitals of eleven 
commonwealths, the State legislatures will 
again assemble after two years vacation. So 
many laws-making mills may be expected 
to grind out a vast quantity of statutory 
flour…” 

“In the window of Steinmetz Jewelry 
company there stood for a few days and 
up to yesterday an object that attracted 
the attention of every passer by, and had 
whole crowds standing in front of it, gaz-
ing with intense admiration at the beauties 
displayed. The object was large, antique 
oak chest of silver… The Women’s Capital 
club found they had considerable balance 
on hand, and… voted unanimously to ap-
ply it towards purchasing a present for J.M. 
Quinn, editor of the Butte Miner, in rec-
ognition, not only of his services in secur-
ing the capital for Helena, but also for his 
eloquent and able defense if their actions in 
the late campaign were criticized… At the 
same time, Mr. Quinn was presented with 
a handsome gold watch, the offering of the 
men in Helena…”

Neihart Herald,
January 5, 1895
“There are no class of men among the 

wage earners of the word who take more 
interest in a newspaper than the miners… 
When they have finished their day or night 
shifts, ate their suppers and prepared them-
selves for bed about the first thing they 
think of is a readable newspaper. They will 
retire to their bunks or beds… by the light 
of the candle stuck in the wall, until they 
are read to sleep…”

The River Press
Fort Benton, January 6, 1895
“Because of the lack of social pleasures 

at an Indian agency, and the efforts made 
by married officers to be relieved from duty 
at such points, it has been decided by the 
administration to appoint none but single 
officers hereafter as acting Indian agents. 
This is another of the penalties of being a 
bachelor.” 

Livingston Post
Wednesday, January 9, 1895
“It is a well known fact that location no-

tices written in lead pencil last longer than 
those written in ink.”

“His name was Wilson. He had been the 
employee of a railroad company. Some-
thing was left in his air of that independent, 
self-reliant manner that comes to the men in 
that work from their association with dan-
ger...Six months ago he was arrested for a 
constructive contempt of the court charging 
disobedience of its mandate commanding 
employees to desist from interfering with 

or hindering the operation of the road....
He was taken from his work in Montana 
by the officers and brought here [St. Paul, 
Minn.], a thousand miles or more, for tri-
al...The evidence was insufficient, the court 
said, to hold him. It discharged the writ 
and turned the prisoner loose, a thousand 
miles from home, penniless, in mid-winter, 
clad to summer clothing...A court of justice 
could not do justice and return the man to 
the place whence it hauled him...Wilson’s 
case is one of the thousands constantly oc-
curring...It is better that a hundred guilty 
men escape than that one innocent man be 
made to suffer...and there should be provi-
sions made in every appropriation bill for 
the courts of a sum to be used by the judge 
to compensate those prisoners who are dis-
charged to the extent that, in his judgement, 
they are entitled.”

Great Falls Weekly Tribune
January 11, 1895
“HELENA, Jan. 7—At noon today the 

Fourth legislative assembly of the state of 
Montana was ushered into being as an or-
ganized body. For the first time our history 
both houses are under the same roof, and 
the transaction of business will therefore be 
facilitated to the highest degree. The only 
criticism heard as to quarters is that the 
space allotted to the lobbies is too limited. 
This comment is too justified, as the lob-
bies are very small, but it is a question if the 
other advantages do not more than offset 
these drawbacks.”

Livingston Post
Wednesday, January 16, 1895
“A certain railroad man and a pretty lit-

tle 14-year-old girl of this city were seen 
to board Monday morning’s west-bound 
passenger...When informed of the circum-
stance the father of the girl said that the 
daughter was at home in bed...The officer...
maintained that the girl had left the city...
the father…upon going to his daughter’s 
bedroom...discovered she was gone...the 
father wired the conductor,,,to remove the 
girl from the train at Bozeman, which was 
done...It is well for the railroad man that 
he didn’t stop at Bozeman...for the father 
of the girl provided himself with a gun for 
the purpose of administering a dose of cold 
lead to the miserable whelp whose purpose 
was the ruin of a young and innocent girl.” 
Havre Daily News, January 17, 1934

Havre Daily News
January 17, 1934 
“HOUSE CONSIDERS IMPEACH-

MENT. Submission of the motion for im-
peachment climaxed a tense period in the 
special Montana Legislature session ...the 
governor and secretary of state were criti-
cized in connection with the award of con-
tracts for foodstuffs without accepting low 

bids, for awarding contracts for repairs to 
the capitol dome without calling for bids 
and for the award of state fire insurance 
contracts… Governor Cooney was cen-
sured for traveling by automobile to San 
Franciso last summer to a meeting of gov-
ernors instead of making the journey by 
train as directed by law and for allegedly 
interfering with prosecution of a Kalispell 
merchant for giving short weights…”

Carbon County News
January 17, 1934
“Clark’s Fork Described as Literal River 

of Gold by Geologic Theory. The Clark’s 
Fork river, from its headwaters in the 
Cooke City region to its merging with the 
Yellowstone river at Laurel, is laden with 
gold carried down by waters over hundreds 
of years from the rich deposits which re-
cently came to light in the New World min-
ing district, said Dr. J C. F. Siegfried, Red 
Lodge paleontologist-at-large, who has 
his fingers on the newly-awakened plus of 
mining activities in the Cooke region, here 
Wednesday…”

Butte Montana Standard
January 20, 1934
“CHICAGO, Jan. 19—A new airplane 

service with giant ships flying 206 miles 
per hour will be inaugurated tomorrow 
between St. Paul and Minneapolis and 
Spokane, Wash., Northwest Airways an-
nounced tonight. The first ship will leave 
St. Paul at 7:15 a.m. and reach Spokane at 
2:30 p.m., Another ship will leave Spokane 
at 6:45 a.m. and reach St. Paul at 5:45 p.m.”

The Dillon Examiner
January 24, 1934
“A great many people in Montana who 

have no interest in politics per se will take 
satisfaction in the action of the House of 
Representatives Thursday night when it 
rejected a proposal to impeach Governor 
Cooney… In the final sitting of the charg-
es… it was asserted in the debate and un-
challenged from any source that in no in-
stance complained of did he act with intent 
to harm the public interest…” 

“More than 300 retail beer licenses under 
the new state law have been issued thus far 
by the state board of equalization… Hotel 
and restaurant licenses having been abol-
ished by the new law passed by the extra 
session of the legislature, the licenses are 
confined to four classes, wholesale, brew-
ery, retail and club… There are six brew-
eries in the state and the brewery license 
is $750 a year. The wholesale licenses are 
$300 and club licenses $50.”

The Sanders County Independent Ledger
Thompson Falls, January 24, 1934
“There is so much news breaking out 

these days in the daily papers, national 
broadcast, state movements, and local is-
sues that the columns of any newspaper 
cannot possibly include everything. Every 
week we leave out countless items that we 
would like to make mention of but can’t 
for space and time. Sometimes we wish we 
were running a daily right here in Thomp-
son Falls and could fire the news with a big 
linotype line broadside, but we can’t.” 

Butte Montana Standard
January 26, 1960
“MISSOULA (AP) — A Missoula pilot 

credited ‘luck and experience’ Monday for 
his walkaway from a wheels-up emergency 
landing moments after takeoff. Jess Owen, 

who has been flying for 26 years and op-
erating the Missoula Aerial Service for 13, 
had just taken off from the Missoula Coun-
ty Airport when he heard a strange noise. 
‘It sounded like something hit the plane,’ 
he said later. He decided to land and, since 
the wheels were up, slid about 2,000 yards 
down the runway, then plowed into snow 
on a field. Owen escaped injury in his first 
accident since starting business in 1946.”

Billings Gazette
January 28, 1960
“Theft of a private collection of silver 

dollars was reported to police Wednesday 
by R.J. Studier Sr., 927 Parkhill Dr. Studer 
told police approximately 175 to 225 silver 
dollars bearing mint dates ranging from 
1879 to 1900 were taken from a file cabinet 
in his home. He said the collection included 
13 silver dollars of Carson City mintage. 
Also stolen, he reported, was a diamond-
studded wrist watch.” 

The Evergreen
Eureka, January 29, 1960
“While making his trip to the many 

schools he visits each year, Mr. Leffel car-
ries with him several new devices which 
he demonstrates at each stop he makes. 
Some of the devices which Mr. Leffel 
showed the students were a small electric 
eraser for erasing carbon copies in typing; a 
small adding machine which could add up 
to 999,999; a ams all device for following 
down the lines on a paper; a new kind of pa-
per, which required no carbon copy to make 
a carbon copy; a plastic gum, which lifts 
excess ink from paper to prevent smudges 
when erased; and a small portable tape re-
corder, which is operated by batteries…”

The Choteau Acantha
January 28, 1960
“‘The Big It and Other Stories’ a new 

book by A.B. Guthrie, Jr. of Great Falls and 
formerly of Choteau, will be published by 
the Houghton Mifflin Company on Feb. 
18. The book is a collection of short stories 
written over a span of about 15 years, some 
of which have appeared in various maga-
zines during that time anywhere in in the 
new book. Guthrie grew up new Choteau 
and worked on the Lexington Leader in 
Lexington, Ky., before writing three highly 
successful books, The Big Sky, The Way 
West and These Thousand Hills. He has 
lived in Great Falls since 1952, and has a 
mountain ranch near Choteau…” E

Follow @MontanaPress on Facebook 
for daily Montana Bygone Days. 
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t’s the holidays, but the level of turmoil 
in the political arena makes it hard to re-
member this is supposed to be the season of 

peace and looking forward with anticipation to 
a New Year full of promise and happiness.  

Instead, capping one of the ugliest Decem-
bers in recent political history, this is the carol 
being sung by many as President Trump and 
his administration crash into the rocks of what 
appear to be endless legal problems that may 
ultimately lead to his resignation or removal 
from the White House.

“We wish you a Mueller Christmas
We wish you a Mueller Christmas
We wish you a Mueller Christmas
And Impeachment next year!”

Lack of Political Experience puts 
Trump in Deep Trouble

Those who have been in the political and 
legislative arenas for years will always tell 
you one immutable truth — the pendulum 
will swing.  Indeed, it’s one of the reasons 
that seasoned politicians so often call for de-
corum and civility.  They know one day, their 
majority will be a minority and those who 
mistreat the minority will find them unforgiv-
ing when they take the majority.

Trump, thanks mostly to his total lack of 
experience in the political and legislative 
world, eschewed not only civility and deco-
rum, but brutally assailed and insulted those 
he saw as his political enemies.  And with 
Republican majorities in both chambers of 
Congress, he was free from retribution — or 
even constraint. 

Well, the November elections changed all 
that and now Trump finds himself facing the 
daunting prospect of having those he treated 
so poorly, such as House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi, about to take their role in the 
majority.  From what we’ve seen so far, it’s 
not going to be pretty. 

By mid-December Pelosi, who will be the 
next Speaker of the House, had a red-hot 
showdown with Trump over his demand for 
$5 billion to fund his border wall.  Neither 
Pelosi nor her Senate counterpart, Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, backed down an inch.  In fact, they 
sent Trump into a childlike rage where he 
claimed he would “be proud to shut down 
the government” if he didn’t get his way – a 
statement that severely rattled Republicans in 
Congress who were planning on blaming any 
shutdown on the Democrats.

Likewise, Trump insulted Rep. Adam 
Shiff, the California Democrat slated to chair 
the House Intelligence Committee, by calling 
him “Adam Shitt” in a tweet.  But it will be 
Shiff who has the power to subpoena any and 
all of the Trump’s records, staff, and inter-
national dealings.  Once again, Trump’s lack 
of political experience backfired on him and 
he’ll pay the price in the coming months.

As they say in Washington, “if you want 
a friend, get a dog,”  but the political atmo-
sphere in the new session of Congress is go-
ing to be so toxic even dogs would rather be 
somewhere else. 

Meanwhile Back in
Good Old Montana

While chaos engulfs Washington, D.C., the 
Montana legislature will come into session 
and Democrat Governor Steve Bullock will 
face Republicans majorities in both the House 
and Senate.  The turmoil, payback, and per-
haps articles of impeachment in Congress are 
not likely to put the Republicans in a mood to 
play Kumbaya with Bullock. 

As this edition went to press, Republican 
Attorney General Tim Fox lost a Supreme 
Court fight against Bullock over whether the 
Fish and Wildlife Commission or the Land 
Board had final authority to approve conserva-
tion easements.  The case revolved around a 
conservation easement approved by the Com-
mission but rejected by the Land Board, which 
includes Bullock and Fox as well as Secretary 
of State Stapleton, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Arntzen, and Insurance Commis-
sioner Rosendale.

While the decision was cheered by con-
servationists, Republicans generally oppose 
the control of more land by government and 
may decide to amend the law to ensure future 
easements require Land Board approval.  Re-
publicans will have to muster enough votes to 
override a Bullock veto but those who remem-
ber the swinging political pendulum may find 
Land Board approval a desirable move since 
the Fish and Wildlife Commission members 
are political appoin-
tees, not elected of-
fice holders.

The major fiscal 
issues are likely to be 
a rerun of the 2017 
session in which 
Bullock’s request for 
millions in bonding 
authority for infra-
structure will require 
a super-majority to 
pass, which it didn’t 
quite get last ses-
sion.  And again, we 
may well expect the 
hyper-partisan cli-
mate in the nation’s 
capital to spill over to 
Montana’s legislative 
session. 

Happy New 
Year!

Few will miss the 
demise of 2018 and its 
rancorous politics as 2019 rolls around.  But 
as most Montanans know, political squabbles 
actually play a very small part in our daily 
lives.  So lift a cup of good cheer to your fel-
low Montanans regardless of their political af-
filiation and have a very Happy New Year. E      

—GeorGe ochenski

MONTANA VOICES
Into the New Year with Teeth and Claws

I

George Ochenski is a 

Montana columnist 

whose opinions 

have appeared 

in the Missoula 
Independent and

The Missoulian.

A Free Press  is  Democracy in Action
hy is a free and independent press 
important to democracy? Former Su-
preme Court Justice, Hugo Black once 

said about the media, “The Founding Fathers 
gave the free press the protection it must have 
to bare the secrets of government and inform 
the people.” This quote illustrates the impor-
tance of a free and independent media in a 
democratic society. It is important because, 
we cannot say we have a free people without 
a free press. This is why the Framers of the 
Constitution enshrined protection for the press 
in the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights, 
“Congress shall make no law… abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press.”

What does it mean to have a free press? The 
free press means it observers as well as criti-
cizes. With respect to reporting on government 
and political figures, the press does not simply 
describe events, but places these events in con-
text of history and other social issues of the 
time. This press must present a critical analy-
sis of what government is, does, or plans to do. 
The press helps the people understand why it 
matters and why we should care.

Most public figures are naturally wary of 
criticism and rarely accepting of media scru-
tiny. Public figures can be defensive and may 
attack their critics. This is nothing new and is 
a regular part of political journalism dating 
back to before George Washington. However, 
there was broad understanding of the role of 
the press in a democracy even then. The lat-
ter half of the twentieth century saw Richard 
Nixon directly attack the media like never 
before and threaten to kick certain outlets 
out of the White House Press Corp. Howev-
er, Nixon’s attitude about the media pales in 
comparison to the vitriol offered by President 
Donald Trump.

Under normal conditions, presidents rare-
ly involved themselves in squabbles with 
the media or specific journalists. The presi-
dent holds the most powerful “bully pulpit” 
in the world, so one might argue such petty 
squabbles are beneath the dignity of the of-
fice. However, President Trump has used the 
bully pulpit to spread his nationalist message 
and directly attack the media with rhetoric 
like “enemy of the people,” and “fake news.” 
Autocratic despots around the world are tak-
ing notice and using Trump’s own words to 
attack their media with similar rhetoric. Dis-
regard for the free press is a tactic of despots, 
inappropriate for a democracy.

Most recently, in a conflict with CNN’s 
Jim Acosta, Trump revoked the reporter’s 
press credentials, granting access to the 
White House press briefings. Though a fed-
eral judge ordered the return of the creden-
tials, citing failure to provide due process, 
Trump has recently boasted about taking it 
away again, mostly for disliking CNN’s cov-
erage of him. 

Restricting the media this way, merely to 
avoid criticism is repugnant to democracy. 
Without a free and independent press to be 
critical of the government’s actions, officials 
are able to run roughshod over the Constitu-
tion without the public learning about it until 
it is too late. Without a free press, you cannot 
have a free people. E      

—Paul J. PoPe

Paul J. Pope is a tenured professor of 
political science at Montana State 

University Billings

Vote online starting January 1, 2019
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hat is Montana’s best-loved Novel?
If you regularly tune in Montana 

PBS and Sarah Aronson’s lively 
weekly radio bookcast, “The Write Ques-
tion,” you’ve probably not only voted for 
your favorite in The Great Montana Read 
promotion, but you’ve known the voting pub-
lic’s preference since New Year’s Day, when 
the winner was announced.

What you missed however was the soul 
searching, arm wrestling and yes, even some 
begrudging rule bending that went into 
choosing the Great Montana Read’s Top 20. 
After all, this is Montana we’re talking here. 
One novel? Give me a break!

The contest was one of several PBS-spon-
sored state spinoffs of its Great American 
Read program, which eventually crowned 
Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird as the 
nation’s top novel from a list of 100. Aronson 
was tasked with assembling seven Montana 
literary experts, each of whom was asked to 
compile a list of their 25 Montana favorites. 
They were then faced with paring their com-
bined mountain of more than 100 titles into 
an armload of 20.

First to be surprised by the lists were the 
list makers themselves. University of Mon-
tana English professor and writer Robert 
Stubblefield confined his list to novels as 
instructed, Humanities Montana director of 
programs and grants Kim Anderson sprin-
kled hers with a few memoirs and Mansfield 
librarian Megan Stark felt compelled to in-
clude a YA novel or two. Clearly, novels had 
to give way to the not-novel.

“One of the challenges of this partic-

ular list is that it did favor novels as a for-
mat, and we were encouraged to understand 
that broadly,” says Stark. “The shape of a 
novel influences our experiences as readers, 
whereas the shape of a poem or short story 
open other possibilities for our reading expe-
rience. I would have loved to have seen those 
authors on the list as well.”

Way-worthy not-novels on the Great Mon-
tana Read’s Top 20 include Ivan Doig’s mem-
oir This House of Sky, Jim Harrison’s novella 
collection Legends of the Fall and Norman 
Mclean’s A River Runs Through It and Other 
Stories. 

Soul searching also factored in making the 
lists as the panelists weighed their personal 
relationships with Montana, both as a state 
and a state of mind. 

Kim Anderson, for example, grew up in 
Montana but loathed the vintage Big Sky 
Westerns as a kid. “All I wanted to read was 
Henry James,” she admits.

After moving away to work in New York 
City for 16 years, a weird change occurred. 

“It was being away and then coming back 
that made me finally go, oh my God, there is 
a huge, rich heritage here of amazing litera-
ture,” she says. “That was really the switch 
for me. Sometimes you have to leave home 
to appreciate home.”

Among her favorites that did not make the 
Top 20: Thomas McGuane’s Nobody’s Angel, 
Bill Kittredge’s The Willow Field and Cana-
dian author Guy Vanderhaeghe’s The Last 
Crossing.

Megan Stark, on the other hand, found that 
her librarian obsession with a well-balanced 
bookshelf caused her to want to fill in the 
blanks she found in the panel’s mix.

“One of the things that surprised me about 
the Great American Read is that their na-
tional list did not include a single book by 
a Native American writer,” she says. Stark 
was proud that the Great Montana Read Top 
20 corrected that oversight in spades with A 
Yellow Raft in Blue Water by Michael Dorris, 
The Surrounded by D’Arcy McNickle and 
Fools Crow by James Welch.

She was equally pleased to see the wom-
an’s perspective on the Treasure State well 
represented with Debra Magpie Earling’s 
Perma Red, Mildred Walker’s Winter Wheat 
and Kirby Larson’s YA novel, Hattie Big Sky.

Among her favs that did not make the cut: 
Richard Hugo’s poetry collection Making 
Certain It Goes On, David Long’s short story 
collection Home Fires and The Hanging Tree 
by Dorothy Johnson.

For Robert Stubblefield, the soul searching 
was both literary and personal, as he worked 
with Earling on Perma Red and knew well 
and worked beside everyman philosopher 
Jim Harrison and noir detective maverick 
James Crumley, who was represented on the 
Top 20 with his classic, The Last Good Kiss. 
Harrison died in 2016, Crumley in 2008.

“Harrison was incredibly generous with 
young writers,” he recalls. “I was glad to see 
Crumley on there, too. He was a friend and 
always so generous to other writers. I hope 
that gets some people up and reading him 
again. It’s funny how many people still make 
a pilgrimage to Missoula to see Jim’s photo 
there at Crumley’s Corner in The Depot. My 
criteria for a good whodunit is if I could real-
ly care less who done it at some point. Crum-
ley’s plot was oftentimes kind of incidental, 

but that dialog and those characters were the 
strength of those books.”

In Stubblefield’s view, two contemporary 
authors are sorely missing from the Top 20: 
James Lee Burke and McGuane. Why they’re 
absent from the Top 20? Although they ap-
peared on some panelists’ lists, he suspects 
both may have been equally associated with 
films and fiction set elsewhere; Burke in 
Louisiana and Texas (the Dave Robicheaux 
series, “Two for Texas”) and McGuane in 
Florida (Panama, “92 in the Shade”).

Stubblefield’s wish list that fell short of the 
Top 20: The Sheep Queen by Thomas Sav-
age, Badluck Way: A Year on the Ragged 
Edge of the West by Bryce Andrews and One 
Sweet Quarrel by Dierdre McNamer and 
Nancy Pearl.

Which Top 20 title came as the biggest 
surprise to the GMR panelists? That would 
be The Ploughman, the 2014 debut by Great 
Falls-born career carpenter turned wordsmith 
Kim Zupan.

“I was absolutely thrilled that The Plough-
man made the final cut because it’s an awe-
some book,” says Anderson. “It came out so 
recently that I wasn’t sure what kind of rec-
ognition it would get, but to me, it epitomizes 
a new kind of Western writing.”

Stark credits Ivan Doig’s unparalleled 
depiction of Montana’s unique character, 
cultural contrasts and jaw-dropping natural 
beauty with landing three of his books on the 
Top 20: the memoir This House of Sky, Eng-
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MONTANA BOOKS
Great Reads: What ’s the Best Montana Novel?

THE GREAT MONTANA READ
TOP 20 CONTENDERS

Legends of the Fall
Jim Harrison
Perma Red

Deborah Magpie Earling
A River Runs Through It

Norman Maclean 
The Big Sky

A.B. Guthrie, Jr.
This House of Sky

Ivan Doig
Winter Wheat

Mildred Walker
Winter in the Blood

James Welch
The Miseducation of

Cameron Post 
Emily Danforth

Fools Crow 
James Welch

The Surrounded
D’Arcy McNickle
The Ploughman

Kim Zupan
The Last Good Kiss

James Crumley
English Creek

Ivan Doig
Canada

Richard Ford
Fourth of July Creek

Smith Henderson
Hattie Big Sky
Kirby Larson

Letters from Yellowstone
Diane Smith

Blind Your Ponies
Stanley Gordon West
Last Bus to Wisdom

Ivan Doig
A Yellow Raft in Blue Water

Michael Dorris

Kirk’s Reviews called Letters to 
Yellowstone a “warm, satisfying story” 

where the magic of a Yellowstone 
summer shimmers enticingly. The 

book chronicles an amateur botanist’s 
summer experience as the lone woman 

in a party of male scientists, using 
fiction to explore issues of naturalist 

interpretation. In 2012, Smith was one 
of the first graduates of Montana State 

University’s Department of History 
and Philosophy Ph.D. program.

The Last Good Kiss, a boozy love 
triangle saga by James Crumley. 

(Pictured above). Crumley’s corner, 
a shrine to the author, at the Depot 
Restaurant in Missoula (below). 

W

Montana essayist Ralph Beer wrote 
of palling around with his friend 
Crumley in Missoula in the 1980s, 
noting the Missoula writing scene 
could often be cheesy and inbred. 
Nevertheless: “The Last Good Kiss 
was out, and Jim was our bar-room 
celebrity, our dope-smoking bad 
boy, our ex-Texan who wrote about 
people dealing with failed lives and 
hopeless yearnings right there in 
Montana, in the manly, crack-on 
prose that made him famous. Jim 
had a string of broken marriages, 
a list of teaching jobs that didn’t 
last, a bird dog named Bean, and 
his daddy’s Winchester Model 94, 
which he would pawn and redeem 
and pawn again, as his fortunes rose 
and fell. He was grand company and 
bear-trap smart without ever seeming 
especially learned or literary. He had 
some bad habits and a good heart, 
and we loved him for both.”



lish Creek and Last Bus to Wisdom.
“One of the things we talked about was 

how consistently and beautifully he portrays 
landscape as a character,” she says. “The 
challenge to all Montana writers to really in-
teract with a landscape that can leave most of 
us speechless is so daunting that I think that 
was the reason he placed three books.”

She summarized the panel’s hope that 
Montana readers and those who dream of one 
day relocating here use the Great Montana 
Read hits and misses as their personal board-
ing pass to the riches of Montana.

“Our list shows that Montana is not just an 
historical place; Montana is also modern. Our 
historical stories influence who we are and 
how we approach this place, but we hope our 
list always grows forward and always grows 
more inclusive and always complicates our 
story lines in ways that we wouldn’t have 
thought possible 10, 20, 100 years ago. Be-
cause that’s how Montana becomes a place 
that has meaning for everyone.”

What does that mean for newcomers and 
maybe-wannas? Stubblefield offers the per-
fect pitch:

“Montana books can help you absorb the 
culture until you do absorb the culture.” E

Note: Completing the MBR panel were 
Desirée Funston, reference librarian at Mis-
soula Public Library, Debbie Stewart, library 
specialist at Great Falls Public Library and 
Chris Seifert and Nikki Vradenburg of Mon-
tanaPBS.

—Jay MacDonalD

Find out the winner of the MontanaPBS 
Great Reads Montana after Jan. 1, 2019: 
www.montanapbs.org/greatmontanaread/
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Debra Magpie Earling’s novel 
Perma Red is in the running 

for the best novel in Montana. 
Earling is currently a full-time 

professor teaching fiction writing 
and Native American studies 

at the University of Montana. 
A television series based on 

the award-winning novel is in 
production using local actors 
near Ronan. The director for 
the series is Maya Ditloff, a 

Los Angeles-based filmmaker 
who was born on the Blackfeet 

Indian Reservation in Browning 
and grew up in Missoula. A 

pilot episode will be filmed in 
the summer of 2019. Ditloff 

says she will show the series at 
Sundance Film Festival in fall 

2019 and shop it to networks in 
the ensuing months. Funds have 

been raised for the project by 
a grant from the Montana Film 

Office and private donations.



othing compliments a busy day of snow-
shoeing, skiing or even a relaxed, scenic 
drive across the state like a soothing soak 

in the mineral-filled waters of one of Mon-
tana’s hot springs pools. 

Hot springs can be found throughout North 
America but the region around Yellowstone 
National Park has a particularly high concen-
tration of springs formed by wells of geother-
mal-heated groundwater.

Magma within the earth’s surface heats 
groundwater in permeable soils and bedrock 
and this interaction changes the water’s min-
eral content, increasing levels of simple silica, 
sulfur, calcium, lithium, and even radium and 
selenium. Lighter in weight than the cooler 
waters, the heated water rises to the surface 
through cracks in the earth. If the water near-
ing the surface remains at a consistent level of 
pressure, a hot springs is created. 

With nearly two dozen developed hot 
springs in Montana where visitors can enjoy 
a relaxing soak in these magma-heated waters, 
more than a few are truly off the beaten track 
and known as hidden treasures. From the lo-
cal’s time-tested favorites to a soon-to-open 
facility just north of Yellowstone National 
Park, plenty of favorite soaking spots exist for 
enthusiasts across the state to discover.

The popularity of soaking in hot springs for 
health and relaxation has a long history all over 
the globe and Montana is no exception. Ameri-
can Indians were familiar with the region’s 
bounty of hot springs for thousands of years 
before the arrival of settlers to the area. As was 
true across the country, many tribes considered 
hot springs as scared areas and would often 
call truces with enemy tribes when all were 
gathered to soak together.

According to “Touring Hot Springs: Mon-
tana and Wyoming” by Jeff Birkby, members 
of the Crow, Arapaho, Shoshone, Sioux and 
Flathead tribes were frequent visitors to Mon-
tana’s hot springs.

“When Dr. A.J. Hunter visited a hot springs 
near Livingston, Montana in 1864,” Birkby 
writes, “He reported seeing more than 1,000 
tepees of the Crow tribe clustered around the 
springs and many tribal members bathing in 
the water.”

Birkby shares a diary entry from Captain 
William Clark containing the first recorded 
description of a hot spring in the Rocky Moun-
tains. In 1805, explorers Lewis and Clark vis-
ited what is now Lolo Hot Springs near the 
current Montana and Idaho borders. 

“[We] passed several springs which I ob-
served the deer, elk, etc. had made roads to, 
and below one of the Indians had made a hole 
to bathe,” Clark’s diary entry reads. “I tasted 
this water and found it hot and not bad tasted. 
In further examination I found this water near-
ly boiling hot at the places it spouted from the 
rocks. I put my finger in the water, at first could 
not bear it in a second.”

Birkby goes on to note another entry in 
Clark’s journals from 1806 (when Clark was 
on his return trip from the Pacific Ocean) to the 
area near Jackson Hot Springs in Montana’s 
Big Hole Valley.

When gold was discovered in Montana in 
the 1860s, the region’s hot springs experienced 
a boom. Near the gold camps in Virginia City, 
Boulder, Clancy, Helena and Chico, bathhous-
es and hotels become popular stops for tired 
miners and those seeking health cures.

From 1890 to 1920, luxurious hotels were 
constructed across the state at various popu-
lar hot springs in order to lure travelers from 
the Northern Pacific Railroad lines to plunges 
and pools where they could enjoy the splendor 
of Montana’s natural waters for refreshment 
and good health. Large facilities were built at 
Chico near Emigrant, Corwin Springs at the 
entrance to Yellowstone Park, at Broadwater 
near Helena and at the site of Dr. A.J. Hunter’s 
discovery near Livingston.

While the grand hotel and resort at Hunter’s 
Hot Springs has been reduced by time and fire 
to a few piles of stones near a steaming creek 
in a pasture near Springdale, many of the orig-
inal hot springs resorts across the state have 
evolved and flourished since the early days and 
have only become more popular with soaking 
enthusiasts.

Along with the developed, public hot springs 
facilities, Montana and Yellowstone Park also 
host a variety of relatively pristine soaking op-
portunities for those willing to venture off the 
beaten path to find soaking bliss.

For those interested in exploring every hot 
pool in the region, Jeff Birkby’s book, “Tour-
ing Hot Springs: Montana and Wyoming” pub-
lished by Falcon Guides, provides an in-depth 
look at the soaking opportunities across both 
Montana and Wyoming along with maps, his-
tory, statistics and comprehensive information 
about each hot springs location. Birkby, a Mis-
soula-based writer, is also a former geothermal 
energy specialist for the Montana state energy 
office. The guide he has produced is extensive, 
thorough and updated every two years. He 
also recently published “Images of America: 
Montana’s Hot Springs” (Arcadia Press, 2018) 
which features archival photographs and ex-
tensive histories of springs across the state.

“We have about 120 known hot springs in 
Montana,” Birkby said in a recent interview 
with the Missoulian, “Forty or fifty had some 
level of development. Today maybe 30 still 
have public access, and about 20 are commer-
cially operating.”

Among the list of hot springs soaks across 
Montana are more than a few hidden treasures. 
From the garden and camping compound at 
Norris Hot Springs in central Montana to Al-
ameda’s Resort near Flathead Lake where 
guests soak in individual tubs, hot springs 
soaking opportunities abound across the state.

According to the Alameda’s Resort staff, 
buoyancy relieves the body of weight and the 
heat relaxes muscles during a good soak, often 
melting away aches and pains, even chronic 
ones. Every 2.8°F rise in water temperature in 
a bath actually doubles the body’s metabolism. 
Taking a soak puts the body in a good state for 
absorbing and processing the water’s content, 
as well as ridding it of toxins.

Another benefit from a soaking is derived 
from the trace mineral/element content of the 
water, which may differ by varying degrees 
from spring to spring. To be classified as min-
eral water, the water must contain dissolved 
solids at a minimum of 500 parts per million. 
Each spring has a unique mineral content and 
most springs across the state are happy to share 
the exact minerals in their pools and their po-
tentially useful properties.

To get the most of a soaking experience, 
many recommend hydrating with pure water 
frequently while swimming or soaking as the 
hot water can have a dehydrating effect. This 
is to be especially noted when enjoying alco-
hol with a soak, a popular Montana hot spring 
pastime.

The following list of Montana’s hot spring 
facilities represents resorts and facilities open 
to the public for soaking. Most offer day use 
passes and only a few require a hotel or motel 
stay to enjoy the healing and relaxing proper-
ties of the waters.

Alameda’s Hot Springs Retreat
(406) 741-2283 

Hot Springs

About 70 miles north of Missoula lies the 
city of Hot Springs, Montana, a historic mecca 
for hot springs enthusiasts for over 100 years. 
The city boasts a number of hotels, inns, and 
plunges that take advantage of the area’s abun-
dance of natural hot springs water.

Unlike many of the public soaking facili-
ties available across Montana, Alameda’s Hot 
Springs Retreat mineral waters are available 
only to guests of the vintage 1930’s spa-motel.

All suites have private hot mineral baths, 
living rooms, bedrooms, kitchens and a south-
ern-facing sun porch. There is no public out-
door pool on the property but there are several 
pools within walking distance in Hot Springs 
where guests can soak for a small fee.

Alameda’s also offers massage, holistic 
health services and space for group retreats. 
The facility regularly offers workshops in per-
maculture and sustainable living, and in music, 
meditation, and renewable energy. Its two hot 
water wells provide an ongoing source of the 
relaxing, lithium-rich mineral waters for which 
Hot Springs, Montana is noted.

Recent work at Alameda’s has focused on 
developing the geothermal heat potential of its 
wells as a source for heating greenhouses and 
growing algae for soil amendments, biofuels, 
and organic agriculture.

www.alamedashotsprings.com

Big Medicine Hot Springs 
406-741-5140

Hot Springs

Big Medicine Hot Springs offers a primitive 
outdoor cement pool located in the geothermal 
city of Hot Springs. The Salish and Kootenai 
Indian tribes own the hot springs and bath-
house buildings. 

The facility offers two soaking options, a 
large soaking pool and a smaller Jacuzzi which 
are emptied every night. A small, cash fee is 
charged. 

Boulder Hot Springs Inn and Spa
406-225-4339

Boulder

Located 20 miles south of Helena, the Boul-
der Hot Springs Hotel was added to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places on January 
12, 1979. The historic structure, featuring in-
door plunges, an outdoor swimming pool and 
natural mineral steam rooms, still operates as 
a bed and breakfast inn as well as conference 
and event facility.

According to documents at the Montana 
Historical Society, prospector James Riley 
filed a claim on the land and water rights in 
1860 and four years later built a crude bath-
house and tavern. New owners built a hotel in 
1882, and in 1909, Butte millionaire James A. 
Murray purchased the hot springs and turned it 
into a luxury resort. In 1910 and 1913 and the 
west wing was remodeled in a California Mis-
sion style, including Tiffany glass lighting and 
hand-stenciled walls, a style which persists to 
this day.

In the 1960s, it was called the Diamond S 
Ranchotel and was known for its Saturday 
night smorgasbords which brought in as many 
as 500 people. 

Now an alcohol and tobacco-free facility, 
the mission-style hotel features over a dozen 
rooms furnished with period antiques. Guests 
of the hotel are welcome to use the hot springs 
facilities for no additional charge and the gen-
eral public are welcome on weekends during 
the winter months.

The facility features an on-site restaurant 
specializing in organic meats, and “Montana-
grown” specialties. The historic inn and spa 
sits on almost 300 acres of pristine meadows, 
wetlands and forest and is backed by Deer-
lodge National Forest.

www.boulderhotsprings.com
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The Diamond S Ranchotel (above) and the modern 
Boulder Hot Springs Inn and Spa (below).

Montana
Hot
Springs

A  C O M P L E T E  G U I D E  T O 
S O A K I N G  I N  T H E  S T A T E
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Bozeman Hot Springs
406-586-6492

Bozeman

In 1879, Jeremiah Mathews, a local wagon 
and carriage maker, purchased the springs and 
built a bathhouse with five private bathing 
rooms and a 14-foot by 18-foot plunge bath. 
Over the years, the springs has changed hands 
many times and included renovations as a re-
sort and hotel and a dance hall. 

Currently, the Bozeman Hot Springs is a 
soak-only facility featuring nearly a dozen in-
door and outdoor pools ranging from 57-106° 
and a fitness center. A fire in 2008 prompted a 
modern renovation of the facilities to include 
a solarium, steam room, and dry sauna. New 
pools outside feature specialized lighting and a 
deck for live music performances year-round.

The facility is located about eight miles west 
of Bozeman. Next to the springs is a KOA camp-
ground with tent camping and RV parking.

www.bozemanhotsprings.com

Broadwater Hot Springs
406-443-5777

Helena
In 1865, Ferdinand and Caroline Wassweiler 

operated the original hot springs at the Broad-
water location near Ten Mile Creek just three 
miles west of Last Chance Gulch in nearby 
Helena. The Wassweilers gained the title to 
the land and two hot water springs but sold 
their hotel and water rights to Colonel Charles 
Broadwater. Broadwater ran the Wassweilers’ 
hotel until 1889 when he added a giant stained-
glass natatorium 300 feet long and 100 feet 
wide and the Broadwater hotel, a grand Moor-
ish-style structure decorated with Persian rugs 
and French wallpaper, a short distance away. 

The Wassweilers kept eighty acres and built 
a second hotel on the site in 1883. The bath-
house was eventually converted into cribs and 
ladies were imported to entertain miners. The 
new facility operated until 1904.

Soon after opening, the majestic Broadwa-
ter hotel soon faced economic struggles and 
foundered after it’s namesake’s early demise 
in the early 1890s and until Prohibition in the 
1930s. An earthquake in 1935 finished off the 
extensive natatorium and the hotel and springs 
were largely unused from the 1940s to the 
late 1970s, when the facility was rebuilt and 
reopened as a pool and fitness center. New 
owners bought the Broadwater in 2015, added 
a restaurant and renovated the majority of the 
space to create a grill and tap room out of an 
existing fitness center. 

The Broadwater pools and spas are all filled 
with natural hot springs water from an artesian 
well and cooled to comfortable temperatures 
with natural cold springs water that is exclu-
sive to the Broadwater. Pools consist of a free-
form saltwater “springs” pool, a hot tub and 
cold plunge, a high-temperature soaking pool 
and a recreation pool all available for year-
round use. 

Live poolside music is featured throughout 
the winter at the Broadwater and the on-site 
restaurant features a weekend brunch and a full 
menu. The adjacent taproom serves beverages 
to be enjoyed in the hot pools.

www.broadwatermt.com

Chico Hot Springs
406-333-4933

Pray
Located at the mouth of Emigrant Gulch, 

approximately 30 miles north of Yellowstone 
National Park, Chico was an early-day mining 
camp, dating back to the 1860s. The Chico Hot 
Springs resort is a couple of miles to the north 
of the townsite.

In 1900, Bill and Percie Knowles built Chi-
co Warm Springs Hotel. The inn consisted of 
a plunge and a full-service dining area. Mr. 
Knowles operated the hotel until his death in 
1910. Soon after, the operations of the resort 
were taken over by Dr. George A. Townsend 
and the doctor’s fame spread at such a rate that 
the resort needed additional boarding. Since 
that time, Chico Hot Springs has remained one 
of the most successful hot springs in Montana.

The natural hot springs have been gradually 
turned into a vacation resort. The resort con-
sists of two pools, a bar, restaurant, hotel, and 
log cabins for lodging.

The hot springs are associated with a deep 
fracture zone but are probably not related to 
the nearby Yellowstone Hot Spot. Currently, 
there are two pools that collect the water from 
the springs for the use of resort and day guests. 
The pools are drained and scrubbed down ev-
ery night in order to prevent the need to use 
chemicals in the water. The smaller pool is 
about 104 degrees Fahrenheit, with the larger 
pool being around 96 degrees Fahrenheit—
though the temperature can vary depending on 
the geothermal activity.

The resort has various accommodations—a 
hotel and western-style cabins are available. 
Food is available in the Chico Dining Room or 
a poolside grill and tavern, a day spa features 
massage and other therapies, and the resort 
features a full-service conference and event 
center. An organic garden on site produces 
fresh herbs and vegetables for the Chico kitch-
ens year-round from a geothermally-heated 
greenhouse on the property.

The poolside saloon features live music 
nearly every weekend of the year and the resort 
hosts an annual “block party” along with other 
special events throughout the year and bever-
ages are served in plastic containers for guests 
to enjoy in the hot pools.

All of the original Chico buildings have de-
teriorated or been torn down, with the excep-
tion of the historic inn. The Art family rebuilt 
the property in 1973 and recent renovations 
have included adding more lodging facilities 
and updated locker rooms. In 2016, the prop-
erty’s long-time manager Colin Davis assumed 
ownership of the resort.

www.chicohotsprings.com

Elkhorn Hot Springs
406-834-3434

Polaris

Located about 40 miles northwest of Dillon, 
Elkhorn Hot Springs was originally owned by 
the federal government as part of Beaverhead 
National Forest. The federal government relin-
quished ownership of the land and water rights 
were filed in 1905. Cabins and a horse stable 
were built near the site a year later.

The main lodge was built in 1921 and many 
existing cabins were built during the 1920s and 
1930s. The rustic resort now has 11 log cabins 
with wood stoves or fireplaces as well as ten 
rooms on the second floor of the lodge. 

Elkhorn Hot Springs is a year-round hot 
springs resort which offers two outdoor hot 
mineral pools, a Grecian sauna, a restaurant, 
and a bar. Guests enjoy hiking, snowmobiling, 
cross-country skiing, plus downhill skiing at 
nearby Maverick Mountain. Accommodations 
include rustic cabins, modern cabins, or lodge 
rooms. 

The hot springs pools are naturally heated 
by geothermal energy and range in tempera-
ture from 92-102°F. The indoor wet sauna 
heats up to 104-106°F.

Cross-country skiing is available (conditions 
permitting) from generally Thanksgiving to 
the end of March on 12 kilometers of groomed 
cross-country trails laid out on a marked clo-
verleaf, to the top of Comet Mountain or to the 
old Elkhorn Mine. No fee is charged for trail 
usage. Trails are groomed weekly and rental 
equipment is available. Trails are located in the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. 

www.elkhornhotsprings.com

Fairmont Hot Springs
800-332-3272

Anaconda

Located 15 miles west of Butte, Fairmont 
Hot Springs features a full-service lodging 
and conference center surrounding natural hot-
spring indoor and outdoor pools. During win-
ter, the pools are kept at about 91°F. Hot tubs 
are at 104°F.

American Indian tribes such as the Flathead, 
Nez Perce and Shoshone once set up tepees in 
the trees surrounding the hot waters at Fair-
mont Hot Springs and are said to have called 
the original 12 hot pools “Medicine Waters.”

In 1869, George and Eli Gregson acquired 
the hot springs from a squatter for $60. In the 
years to come, George and Eli built a well-
furnished two-story hotel, a plunge bath and 
five large bathing rooms. A covered flume was 
used to conduct the hot and cold water to the 
bathhouses. In 1890, the Gregson Resort was 
leased to Miles French and a townsite was 
plotted in 1892. Soon after, the facility was 
sold again to new owners.

Many organizations and clubs held their 
annual picnics and parties at the springs, in-
cluding a 1912 Butte Miners event with over 
14,000 attendees where a brawl broke out be-
tween the Anaconda smeltermen and the Butte 
miners. In 1914 the dance hall and adjoining 

buildings caught fire and a week later the hotel 
plunge caught fire and burned along with the 
remaining buildings.

From the late 1910s to the early 1970s, the 
resort was rebuilt and continued its operations 
but was closed in 1971 after falling into dis-
repair. That same year, The Montana Standard 
reported that federal funds would help build a 
complex including an 18-hole golf course, ten-
nis courts, picnic area, outdoor pool and 190 
guest rooms. In 1972 the remaining buildings 
were demolished to make way for the new 
complex.

The new construction began in 1972 under 
the direction of new owner Lloyd Wilder of 
Fairmont Hot Springs British Columbia. It was 
designed with an indoor pool and an even larg-
er outdoor pool. A cabaret was once located on 
the second level which connected via an en-
closed “bubble” walkway.

Although the ownership has changed a few 
times in recent years, Fairmont offers a new 
convention center in addition to the hot springs, 
golf, tennis and many outdoor recreation op-
portunities. Two large, main pools feature 168° 
water cooled to comfortable temperatures.

Fairmont Hot Springs Resort has 152 Guest 
rooms and suites, dining, hot springs, golf, and 
convention facilities. There are two Olympic-
sized swimming pools, two mineral soaking 
pools, one of each located indoors and out-
doors. A 350-foot enclosed waterslide is open 
year round and an on-site spa offers a variety 
of therapeutic treatments. Full-service restau-
rants, a lounge and a coffee bar are on-site.

Nearby winter-recreation options include 
ski-and-stay packages with Discovery Ski Area 
and Cross-country skiing at Mount Haggin 
Nordic Ski Trails, located less than 10 miles 
from Fairmont. The cross-country course has 
20 kilometers of trails groomed both for clas-
sic cross-country skiing and skate skiing.

www.fairmontmontana.com

Jackson Hot Springs Lodge
406-834-3151

Jackson

Located between Wisdom and Dillon in 
Jackson, Montana, Jackson Hot Springs Lodge 
features a large walled but open-air pool kept 
between 94 degrees and 103 degrees. Other 
amenities include a restaurant, lodging and a 
full bar. 

The history of the hot springs dates back to a 
visit from Captain William Clark of the Lewis 
and Clark expedition who tarried at these wa-
ters in 1806 on his return trip from the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Clark reported in his journal that the “Hot 
Springs Valley” was one of the most beautiful 
places he had seen. He noted: “we arrived at a 
Boiling Spring ... contains a very considerable 
quantity of water and actually blubbers with 
heat .. it has every appearance of boiling, too 
hot for a man to endure his hand in it for 3 sec-

Bozeman Hot Springs

Elkhorn Hot Springs near Dillon.
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onds. I directed Sergt. Pryor and John Shields 
to put each a piece of meat in the water of dif-
ferent sizes.  the one about the size of my 3 
fingers cooked dun in 25 minits...”

Benoit O. Fournier took claim to the springs 
in 1884 and built his house and a plunge. In 
1911, the facility was sold and improved upon, 
including the construction of piping to bring 
the water 1,300 feet from its source. In 1950, a 
rancher from Jackson Hole bought the springs 
and built a new log inn and hot springs pool 
for a cost of about $400,000 before passing the 
property on to various owners through the turn 
of the century.

Under new management since October 2018, 
the rustic Jackson Hot Springs Lodge features 
an old-fashioned dance floor with walls hung 
with mounted trophies from Montana and Af-
rica. A cozy lobby with a tavern and fireplace 
sits at the center of a wide array of lodge rooms 
and cabins along with a full-service restaurant. 

Two downhill ski areas are within an hour’s 
drive. Jackson Hot Springs Lodge is open 
through the winter for lodging, soaking and 
dining from Thursday through Sunday.

www.jacksonhotspringslodge.com

Lolo Hot Springs
406-273-2294

Lolo  
Southwest of Missoula in the Bitterroot re-

gion, Lolo Hot Springs sits perched high in the 
mountains on the Idaho border. Historically, 
the area was a mineral lick for wild game and 
an ancient meeting place and bathing spot for 
American Indians in the region. The Lewis 
and Clark expedition stopped here in 1805 and 
again on their return east in 1806.

The modern facility is a developed resort 
with an outdoor swimming pool, an indoor hot 
plunge as well as gas, food, lodging, a saloon 
and casino, and camping facilities.

The swimming pool holds about 100,000 
gallons of water with a complete change about 
every 1.5 days, and the soaking pool of 35,000 
gallons has a complete change every four 
hours. Due to the long retention time for the 
pool, the water is chlorinated.

Lolo Hot Springs became a landmark point 
for early explorers and by 1885, it had be-
come a favorite destination for local families 
and hunters. Today, there is a large outdoor 
swimming pool and an indoor soaking pool, 
both heated by the geothermal springs. There 
is also a hotel, restaurant and saloon. There is 
snowmobiling and cross-country skiing in the 
winter. 

The Lewis and Clark expedition stopped at 
Lolo Hot Springs on both legs of their journey 
to the Pacific Ocean, in September of 1805 and 
in June of 1806. 

“Those Worm or Hot Springs are Situ-
ated at the base of a hill of no considerable 
hight - these springs issue from the bottom 
and through the interstices of a grey freestone 
rock, the rock rises in irregular masy clifts in 
a circular range,“ Clark notes in his journal, 
adding, “…Both the Men and indians amused 
themselves with the use of the bath this eve-
ning. I observed after the indians remaining in 
the bath as long as they could bear it run and 
plunge themselves into the creek the water of 
which is now as cold as ice can make it; after 
remaining her a few mintis they return again to 
the worm bath repeeting the transision several 
times but always ending in the worm bath.”

In 1885, Fred Lemke purchased the springs 
and built a modest resort that featured a plunge, 
dressing room, cabins and store. In the late 
1880s, Billy Boyle purchased the resort and 
provided stagecoach service to and from Mis-
soula for a small fee. After a fire in 1903, a new 
owner took over the facility and doubled the 
size of the resort to nearly 400 acres. After a 
period of decline and closure in the 1960s and 
1970s, the resort was purchased by the current 
owners in 1988.

The present-day facility sits 50 yards from 
the highway and is the western-most settlement 
along U.S. Highway 12 in Montana. The facil-
ity is open year-round and on most holidays.

www.lolohotsprings.com

Lost Trail Hot Springs
406-821-3574

Lost Trail
About 80 miles south of Missoula off high-

way 83, the rustic resort of Lost Trail Hot 
Springs has long been a stopping place for 
travelers crossing the Continental Divide at 
Gibbons Pass. 

Following settlement in the area in 1882, a 
14-room hotel was built at the springs in 1885 
by Frank Allen. Allen sold the property in 1897 
James Gallogly, an assayer with the mines who 
bought out Allen’s interest in 1897.  As the 
springs were still federal property, Gallogly 
had five years to prove up on them and eventu-
ally invited his two sisters and their families 
to join him. 

Work began on a new highway in 1935, and 
the road builders made camp at the springs. 
They also built a new road connecting the 
springs with the highway. Gallogly rebuilt the 
springs at this time and two small cabins were 
built for the workmen. Water was piped one-
half mile from the springs and a bathhouse and 
a residence were also constructed.  In 1941, the 
pool, dining room, and dressing rooms were 
built. Gallogly died not too long after and the 
pool was closed to the public. In 1954, a pri-
vate boys camp was held there but was it was 
not reopened to the public until the 1970s.

The current owners continue to develop the 
springs as a family resort. It now includes ten 
cabins, including two Jacuzzi cabins, a motel, 
family reunion lodge and RV park as well as 
the outdoor pool, indoor hot tub and dry sauna. 
A restaurant is open seasonally.

Lost Trail Powder Mountain is six miles 
south and Chief Joseph Cross Country Trails 
are one mile east. The area has twenty-five 
miles of groomed trails at the top of Chief Jo-
seph Pass for snowshoeing, snowmobiling and 
cross-country skiing. 

www.losttrailhotsprings.com

Norris Hot Springs
406-685-3303

Norris

Originally a gold mining camp, the town 
of Norris in southwest Montana was founded 
in 1865. Gradually, the settlement eventually 
lost buildings to local ranches and shrunk to 
a current-day population of about 50 people.

The Norris springs switched hands many 
times after being homesteaded by Charles Hap-
good. By the 1930s the springs were known as 
the “Norris Plunge” and were managed by a 
community organization. 

In 1972, Norris was purchased by the 
Zankowsky Family and then sold on a long-
term mortgage to Arne Cohen. Under Cohen’s 
ownership, Norris became known for the 
clothing-optional “buff” nights and having the 
biggest beer selection in Montana. 

Doris Zankowsky regained ownership of 
the property in 1997 and ran the springs until 
selling to the current owner, Holly Heinzmann 
in 2004. After a considerable renovation, the 
property continues to evolve with the planting 
of fruit trees and vegetable gardens and utiliza-
tion of an on-site greenhouse. 

Flowing at a constant rate of 60 gallons per 
minute, the water at Norris leaves the ground at 
a 120°F. To offset the heat, the water is cooled 
through a system of sprayers. 

Norris features one pool fed by a series of 
artesian springs flowing at a constant rate of 60 
gallons per minute with an average tempera-
ture of 120°F. A stage at the end of the rustic, 
fir-lined pool regularly hosts local and travel-
ing live bands and a winter snack bar on-site 
offers organic, locally-sourced meals along 
with beer and wine. A more extensive grill 
menu is offered in the summer months.

Norris is located about a 45-minute drive 
from downtown Bozeman and is open Thurs-
day through Monday during the winter season.

www.norrishotsprings.com

Quinn’s Hot Springs
406-826-3150

Paradise
About 90 miles north of Missoula, Quinn’s 

Hot Springs Resort features an extensive, di-
vided soaking pool and plunge, lodging and 
dining facilities.

Nestled in a ponderosa pine forest along a 
bend in the Clark Fork River, Quinn’s is named 
for the original claim holder of the springs, 
M.E. Quinn, a foreman for the nearby Pardee 
Mountain Mine. Quinn first noticed an Ameri-
can Indian encampment near steaming pools 
and soon after filed a homestead on the site and 
eventually built a bathhouse. 

Guests could only reach the springs by tra-
versing an arduous and steep trail from the 
above mountains but in 1905, Quinn con-
structed a hotel and by 1909 a railroad was laid 
through the valley. Guests could disembark at 
a swinging bridge over the river to reach the 
hot springs. In 1932, Quinn passed away and 
left the operation of the springs to his descen-
dants. His grandsons built the current lodge, 
tavern and dining room in 1952 and further ad-
ditions were made in the 70s and 80s.

The modern resort facility boasts six inter-
connected pools for soaking as well as swim-
ming, and private tubs. The pools range from 
60°F to 106°F. An on-site restaurant and tavern 
offers food and drink service. 

Rooms and cabins are available in and ad-
jacent to the lodge, including an adults-only 
section of riverside cabins. A new event center, 
Paradise Hall, opened in fall 2015. Quinn’s is 
open seven days a week year-round.

www.quinnshotsprings.com

Rose’s Plunge
406-751-5117

Hot Springs
This soaking facility can be found just west 

of Big Medicine in the old Camas Recreation 
Center on the NW corner of Spring Street and 
North Road in Hot Springs. An outdoor pool 
offers hot mineral water soaking and the recre-
ation center is home to yoga classes and acu-
pressure and reflexology therapies.

Evidence of the heyday of Hot Springs as a 
bather’s healing paradise can be seen about a 
hundred yards to the east of Rose’s Plunge. The 
remains of the Camas Resort Building are all 
that is left of the $400,000 Camas Bathhouse, 
built in 1949 by the Salish and Kootenai tribes. 
The facility featured mud and mineral baths in 
sky-blue tubs, an outdoor swimming pool and 
a two-tiered bathhouse where guests could also 
partake of steam baths and massage therapy.  
The bathhouse closed in the late 1970s when 
the town was facing economic hardships but 
the popularity of soaking in the available mod-
ern mineral springs facilities is still driving a 
hot-springs based economy in the small town.

Quinn’s Hot Springs (above) in Paradise.

The original Camas bathhouse.
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Sleeping Buffalo Hot Springs
406-527-3320

Saco
 
Sleeping Buffalo Hot Springs has attracted 

bathers from North Dakota, Saskatchewan and 
Montana since the 1920s. The source of Sleep-
ing Buffalo’s hot water is a 3,200 ft. deep well 
that produces more than 900 gallons per min-
ute of 108°F degree water. Originally, a wild-
cat oil rigger was testing the area for oil.   At 
3,100 feet it struck a gushing well of hot wa-
ter which flowed with 500 pounds per square 
inch. Drilling was abandoned and the well was 
allowed to flow for several years.

Elbert Davison, a Saco rancher, had a son 
stricken with polio. He conceived the idea of 
building a wooden tub around the hot mineral 
water and bringing his boy down to soak in the 
hot water. The results were so beneficial that 
soon others were making use of it and a larger 
pool was made of wooden railroad ties.

The American Legion Posts of Malta, Saco 
and Hinsdale combined their efforts to get the 
escaping natural gas shut off without stopping 
the flow of water.  Some residents of this area 
still remember when a match could be thrown 
over the well and the escaping gas would ig-
nite, burning until a high wind came along to 
blow it out.

President Roosevelt’s New Deal came into 
effect in the midst of the depression years and 
a program called the Resettlement Administra-
tion was looking for projects of a recreational 
nature to provide employment. The hot water 
“plunge” as it was known, was an ideal loca-
tion for work of this type. Thus began the Le-
gion Health Resort.

Newly remodeled and reopened in 2014, the 
resort now includes multiple pools, a sauna 
room and five cabins for lodging. Original 
stone and wood features have also been re-
stored in the facility. Open year round. Winter 
hours are Wednesday through Sunday for day 
use and seven days a week for cabin guests.

www.sbhotsprings.com

Spa Hot Springs Motel & Spa
406-547-3366

White Sulphur Springs

The Spa Hot Springs provides a variety of 
rooms and newly-added cabins with a small-
town Montana atmosphere. The facilities 
feature three mineral hot springs pools: two 
outdoors and one indoor which are drained, 
cleaned, and refilled every night with no chem-
icals added.

Large murals of Western natural scenes 
overlook the outside pool. The paintings were 
created by artist Mike Mahoney. Mahoney is a 
life-long Montanan who has created commis-
sions for clients like the Forest Service, The 
Nature Conservancy, Boone &  Crockett Club, 
Trout Unlimited, and the Montana Fish, Wild-
life and Parks.

For hundreds and perhaps thousands of 
years, people have used the natural hot springs 
in the White Sulphur area. In 1872, James 
Brewer built a popular plunge at the site that 
was frequented by gold miners from the sur-

rounding Castle mountains. The springs were 
sold to Dr. William Parberry in 1872 but the 
resort was still on the edge of the frontier so 
Dr. Parberry provided stands of arms and am-
munition to fend off any potential attack from 
American Indians adjusting to a changing 
landscape in the West.

In 1882, Dr. Parberry helped build a new 
town, White Sulphur Springs, around the re-
sort and the facility became popular with lo-
cals. Although it never became a destination 
springs like others around the state, the water 
was bottled for a time and sold as an “anti-in-
toxicant” across Montana. 

The facility was rebuilt in the 1950s and 
subsequently purchased by Dr. Gene Gud-
mundson. Dr. Gudmundson spearheaded the 
creation of the Montana Mineral Association 
in 1994, an organization who helped pass a bill 
in the Montana Legislature to distinguish regu-
lations between mineral hot springs and swim-
ming pools. The bill became state law in 1995 
and mineral springs owners were allowed to 
make the most of the mineral content of their 
waters rather than be subject to artificial chlo-
rination, provided the water was exchanged 
every eight hours and pools were drained and 
cleaned every 72 hours.

The Spa Hot Springs Motel is 35 miles from 
Showdown Ski Area and the Kings Hill pass 
which offers easy access to over 200 miles of 
groomed and marked snowmobile and cross-
country trails.

As a quote posted in the resort reads, “We 
are not presumptuous enough to add chemicals 
of any kind to what is already the best water 
nature has to offer,” the water content is laden 
with minerals. The effect of the spring water 
has often been compared to similar soaking 
water in Baden-Baden, Germany which was 
discovered by the Romans over 2,000 years 
ago and has since been hailed for its healing 
powers.

Open year-round and seven days a week in 
the winter for lodging and day use soaking.

www.spahotsprings.com

Still Waters 
406-741-2326

Hot Springs

A three-unit vacation rental in Hot Springs, 
Still Waters Mineral Springs has remodeled 
what was once a six-unit kitchenette motel and 
created three spacious suites. 

The facility has a modest outdoor on-site 
soak that free flows with geothermal hot 
springs water.  The full bathrooms in the suites 
also offer private soaking tubs.

Suites are available year-round.

www.stillwatersmineralsprings.com

Symes Hot Springs
406-741-2361

Hot Springs 
The present-day Symes Hot Springs Hotel 

has been in operation since 1928. An artesian 
well into a shallow aquifer feeds hot mineral 
waters into a flow-through pool in the front 
of the hotel. The upper pool is toasty at 104°F 
while the lower pool is more sustainable for 
most bathers, around 100°F, with a waterfall 
between the two pools.

One of the last remaining grand resort ho-
tels, the Symes Hotel has over two dozen 
rooms available, including a Jacuzzi Suite with 
jetted mineral spa, cabins, studio apartments, a 
restaurant and an events center.

The bath wing still has four of the original 
claw-foot tubs in private stalls for bathing 

and a new two-person jetted tub and a jacuzzi 
steam available for rent by the hour. The hotel 
also offers Swedish massage, hot rock therapy, 
exfoliation and wraps.

Native peoples occupied the Little Bitterroot 
River Valley and used its healing hot springs 
long before European trappers and traders ar-
rived in the early 1800s. In 1855, an 80-acre 
area around the hot springs was set aside as a 
government reserve.

In 1910, the Flathead Reservation opened to 
homesteading and the sale of tribal allotments, 
along with the land of early settler Ed La-
mereaux, became the townsite of Hot Springs. 
Originally platted as Pineville, the town lies 
astride Hot Springs Creek within the modern 
borders of the Confederated Salish and Koote-
nai Tribes of the Flathead Indian Reservation.

Businessman Fred Symes purchased the 
property in 1929 and built a $50,000 Mission-
style hotel, completed in early 1930. Europe-
an-American settlers flocked to the hot springs 
and residents catered to visitors seeking the 
healing power of mineral waters.

The Symes Hotel also offers live music on 
some weekends during the winter season. The 
hotel and mineral pools are open year-round.

www.symeshotsprings.com

Wild Horse Hot Springs
406-741-3777

Hot Springs
Wild Horse Hot Springs features a half doz-

en private soaking plunges in a remote loca-
tion just outside the town of Hot Springs. The 
site sits on an artesian geyser known as the 
“Mother Dragon Geyser” which delivers 1,200 
gallons of hot water per minute to the location 
near the Little Bitterroot River. 

The area surrounding the springs was home-
steaded by Mollie Bartlett, the daughter of 
Montana’s second governor. When she drilled 
a well in 1912, she hit a pocket of hot water 
so large it shot out of the ground and created 
a large hole, causing nearby structures to be 
moved in order to avoid flooding.

Since that time, soakers have traveled to the 
springs to bathe in the water, including use in 
the 1940s as the Montana Warm Waters Proj-
ect for Crippled Children for youth afflicted by 
polio. In the 1980s, a public resort was built on 
the property.

The highway and gravel road to the facility 
are plowed in the winter and the springs are 
open year-round.

www.wildhorsehotsprings.com

Yellowstone Hot Springs
833-977-7464

Corwin Springs
In 1909, Dr. F.E. Corwin, a physician for-

merly employed by Chico Hot Springs and then 
the Electric Hot Springs Company, built an im-
pressive 86-room Mission-style hotel and spa 
less than eight miles north of Gardiner and pro-
moted it as a health resort, piping 154°F water 
from nearby La Duke Springs. A bridge across 
the Yellowstone River made the springs acces-
sible to Northern Pacific Railroad passengers 
headed for Yellowstone National Park.

A fire in 1916 destroyed the hotel but the 
pool and some cabins survived and operated 
into the 1920s. Walter J. Hill, son of railroad 
baron James J. Hill, acquired the property in 
1929 and rebuilt the pool as an open-air plunge 
and advertised the swimming pool, modern 
cabins, a golf course and a clubhouse with a 
dining room.

The Church Universal Triumphant eventu-
ally purchased the property and it became a 
part of the 12,000-acre Royal Teton Ranch 
(purchased in 1981 from Malcolm Forbes).

A new public hot spring facility owned by 
the Royal Teton Ranch is under construction 
at Corwin Springs and plans to open in 2019.

In a recent interview, Yellowstone Hot 
Springs General Manager Susie Shimmin said 
the facility will not share resources or employ-
ees with the church.

Yellowstone Hot Springs will be located six 
miles north of Gardiner on the banks of the 
Yellowstone River. Recent reports indicate 
the facility will have a 3,750-square-foot pool 
with an average temperature of 102°F. A hot 
plunge will be 104°F, while a cold plunge will 
be 70°F.

Original plans projected Yellowstone Hot 
Springs opening date as August 2018 but re-
cent construction and other setbacks have de-
layed the opening of the facility. 

www.yellowstonehotsprings.us

Spa Hot Springs in White Sulphur Springs

Photo by Erik Petersen



We welcome additions and corrections to our 
monthly calendar. Please send updates to
info@montanapress.net.

Tuesday, January 1
Statewide                                            
Rich Mayo, Americana music, 6 p.m., Kountry Korner 
Café, Four Corners, 586-2281
Billings                                                 
Open Mic poetry reading, This House of Books, 
Billings, 534-1133
Bozeman                                             
Open Mic, 7 p.m., Zocalo Coffee House,
Bozeman, 404-1036
Helena                                                 
String Beings, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729
Helena Last Chance Barbershop Chorus, 7 p.m., 
South Hills Church of Christ, Helena, 449-2877
Missoula                                              
Tuesday Picking Circle, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Montana 
Distillery, Missoula, 541-1889
Old Post Picking Circle, 8:30 p.m., Old Post Pub, 
Missoula, 721-7399
Imagine Ireland, Irish traditional music, Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251

Wednesday, January 2
Billings                                                 
Open Mic Night, 6 p.m. Craft Local, Billings, 702-1458
Open Mic Night, 7 p.m. Yellowstone Cellars and  
Winery, Billings, 671-0851
Cody Johnson, country music, 8 p.m., Pub Station 
ballroom, Billings, 894-2020
Bozeman                                             
Music & Mussels with Madeline Kelly and Lucas 
Mace of the Hawthorne Roots, 5:30 p.m., Bridger 
Brewing, Bozeman, 455-8510
Acoustic Wednesdays, 6 p.m. Wildrye Distillery, 
Bozeman, 577-2288
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 6:30 p.m. Story 
Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Haufbrau Open Mic, 10 p.m., Bozeman, 587-4931
Helena                                                 
Cow Tipping Comedy, 6:30 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
Great Falls                                           
Open Mic for Storytellers, 7 p.m., Cassiopeia Books, 
Great Falls, 315-1515
Open Mic, Do Bar, 8 p.m., Do Bar,
Great Falls, 727-0388
Missoula                                              
Old Time Cider Jam, 6 p.m., Western Cider, Missoula, 
540-4477

Thursday, January 3
Statewide                                            
Larry Myer, singer/songwriter, 8 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463
Writer’s Night: Adam Boehler, 7 p.m., Pine Creek 
Café, Livingston, 222-3628
Billings                                                 
Projectile Comedy, 8 p.m., The Loft, Billings, 259-9074
Bozeman                                             
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399
Band of Drifters, country, 7 p.m., Bozeman Hot Springs, 
586-6492
“Mountain Yarns” Community Story Telling Series, 
7:30 p.m., MAP Brewing, Bozeman, 579-6804
Lazy Suzy, rock/jazz and soul, 8 p.m., Zebra Lounge, 
Bozeman, 585-8851
Helena                                                 
Ross O. Brown, acoustic, 5 p.m., Snow Hop Brewery, 
Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Zinnia, synth and beats, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
Great Falls                                           
Eden Bridge, metal, 5 p.m., Mighty Mo Brewing Co., 
Great Falls, 952-0342
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy,
Great Falls, 952-0393
The Thrillbillies, country music, 6 p.m. The Sting Sports 
Bar, Great Falls, 727-7972
Missoula                                              
Open Mic, 8 p.m. Thursdays, VFW Post 209,
Missoula, 728-7749
Homegrown Open Mic Comedy, signup at 9:30 p.m., 
show at 10 p.m., Union Club, Missoula, 728-7980

Friday, January 4
Statewide                                            
Swamp Dawg, New Orleans rock, 9 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463
Donny Elliot Band, 5:30 p.m., Kountry Korner Café, 
Four Corners, 586-2281
Neil Filo Beddow, original folk/rock, 7 p.m., Norris Hot 
Springs, 685-3303
Billings                                                 
Mini Golf for all ages, Friday Fun Night, 6:30 p.m., 
Billings Public Library, Billings, 657-8258
DeathWish, hardcore punk, 7 p.m., Pub Station 
Taproom, Billings, 894-2020
Funky Bunch Improv, 7:30 p.m., NOVA Center,
Billings, 591-9535
Bozeman                                             
Jazz Night, 7 p.m., Red Tractor Pizza,
Bozeman, 359-1999
Great Falls                                           
Jeff Christiansen, rhythm guitar and vocals, 7 p.m., The 
Sting Sports Bar, Great Falls, 727-7972
Missoula                                              
Bill Lacroix, folk music, 11 a.m., Bagels on Broadway, 
Missoula, 728-8900
Routgut Whines, rock and soul, 10:15 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Saturday, January 5
Statewide                                            
Cool McCool and the Spies, 9 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463
Bob Britten, pianist, 5:30 p.m., Kountry Korner Café, 
Four Corners, 586-2281
Joe Schwem, original folk/rock, 7 p.m., Norris Hot 
Springs, 685-3303
Bozeman                                             
Bozeman Winter Farmers’ Market, 9 a.m., Emerson 
Ballroom, Bozeman, 587-9797
Dead Night at the Filler, Grateful Dead tunes, 7 p.m., 
The Filling Station, Bozeman, 603-969-3548
Reckless Abandon, Texas bluegrass, 9 p.m., Zebra 
Lounge, Bozeman, 585-8851
Helena                                                 
Dodgy Mountain Men, blues, 7 p.m., Lewis & Clark 
Taproom, Helena, 465-1231
Missoula                                              
Missoula Valley Winter Market, 705 South Higgins,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 396-0593
JW Teller and the Small Town Darlings, 6 p.m., 
Imagine Nation Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251

Sunday, January 6
Statewide                                            
Nathan North, acoustic, 7 p.m., Norris
Hot Springs, 685-3303
Acoustic Brunch: Cole Thorne, rhythm and reggae,
11 a.m., Pine Creek Café, Livingston, 222-3628
Bozeman                                             
Dash Duo, jazz guitar and vocals, 7 p.m., Bozeman
Hot Springs, 586-6492
Bridger Mountain Big Band, jazz and swing, 7 p.m., 
The Eagles Bar, Bozeman, 587-9996
Helena                                                 
Brew a Better Community fundraiser, 5 p.m, Ten Mile 
Creek Brewery, Helena, 502-1382
Dan Henry, acoustic, 6 p.m., Silver Star Steak Co.. 
Helena, 495-0677
Great Falls                                           
Celtic Music Brunch, 10:30 a.m., Celtic Cowboy, Great 
Falls, 952-0393
Old Time Music and Bluegrass Jam Session, 6 p.m., 
Celtic Cowboy, Great Falls, 952-0393
Wedding Fair, 11 a.m., Hilton Garden Inn,
Missoula, 728-5111

Monday, January 7
Statewide                                            
Mandie Castro, song writer, 5 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463
Bozeman                                             
Improv on the Verge, comedy, 7 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
Helena                                                 
Open Mic Night, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960
Missoula                                              
Raising the Dead, live recorded shows of the Grateful 
Dead, 5 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, Missoula
Open Mic hosted by Gary Kiggins, Imagine Nation 
Brewing, 6 p.m., Missoula, 926-1251
The Mighty Travis, rock, 6 p.m., Conflux Brewing Co., 
Missoula, 926-3589

Tuesday, January 8
Statewide                                            
J.W. Teller, Americana song writer, 7 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463
Livingston Film Series, “Muscle Shoals: A Small 
Town with a Big Sound,” 6:30 p.m., The Dulcie 
Theatre, Livingston, 222-1420
Rich Mayo, Americana music, 6 p.m., Kountry Korner 
Café, Four Corners, 586-2281
Bozeman                                             
Open Mic, 7 p.m., Zocalo Coffee House,
Bozeman, 404-1036
Helena                                                 
String Beings, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729
Aaron Williams, acoustic guitar, 6 p.m., Broadwater Hot 
Springs, Helena, 443-5777
Missoula                                              
James Lee Burke, reading and signing, *New Iberia 
Blues, 7 p.m., Fact and Fiction Books,
Missoula, 721-2881
Tuesday Picking Circle, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Montana 
Distillery, Missoula, 541-1889
Imagine Ireland, Irish traditional music, Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
Old Post Picking Circle, 8:30 p.m., Old Post Pub, 
Missoula, 721-7399

Wednesday, January 9
Statewide                                            
Writer’s Night with Rick Lamplugh The Wilds of Aging: 
A Journey of Heart and Mind, 7 p.m., Pine Creek Café, 
Livingston, 222-3628
Billings                                                 
Open Mic Night, 6 p.m., Craft Local, Billings, 702-1458
Open Mic Night, 7 p.m., Yellowstone Cellars 
and Winery, Billings, 671-0851
Bozeman                                             
Music & Mussels with Cole and the Thornes,
5:30 p.m., Bridger Brewing, Bozeman,
Acoustic Wednesdays, 6 p.m., Wildrye Distillery, 
Bozeman, 577-2288
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 6:30 p.m., 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Haufbrau Open Mic, 10 p.m., Bozeman, 587-4931
Helena                                                 
Helena Blues Project, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox,
Helena, 443-1729
Cow Tipping Comedy, 6:30 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
Missoula                                              
Ballet Beyond Borders, dance competition, through 
Jan. 12, Rocky Mountain Ballet Theatre,
Missoula, 698-3150
Men’s A Capella 4-Part Harmony, 7 p.m., River Valley 
Church, Missoula, 549-4555

Thursday, January 10
Statewide                                            
Danny Bee, acoustic guitar, 8 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463 
“The Glass Menagerie” stage production, Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
Billings                                                 
“Peter Pan Jr.” stage production, 6:30 p.m., Billings 
Studio Theatre, Billings, 248-1141
The Mixtape Vol. 1 Tour featuring Prince Lockett, 
Kondro, Nastyness, Chucc D, Tre Money, 7 p.m.,
Pub Station Ballroom, Billings, 894-2020
Projectile Comedy, 8 p.m., The Loft, Billings, 259-9074
Bozeman                                             
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399
Hawthorne Roots, folk rock, 7 p.m., Bozeman Hot 
Springs, 586-6492
Larry Hirshberg, acoustic, 5 p.m., Snow Hop Brewery, 
Helena, 442-5026
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Great Falls                                           
The Mighty Travis, old-time rock and roll, 5 p.m., Mighty 
Mo Brewing Co., Great Falls, 952-0342
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy,
Great Falls, 952-0393
The Thrillbillies, country music, 6 p.m., The Sting 
Sports Bar, Great Falls, 727-7972
Missoula                                              
Open Mic, 8 p.m., VFW Post 209, Missoula, 728-7749
Corb Lund, country, 8:30 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980
Adult Dodgeball League, 9 p.m., Thursdays through 
Jan. 31, Missoula Indoor Sports Arena, 531-3331

Montana Press Monthly •  Page 12 • January 2019

WE RECOMMEND...

STATEWIDE BOOK EVENTS
Tuesday, January 8

James Lee Burke, reading and 
signing, New Iberia Blues, 7 p.m., 
Fact and Fiction Books, Missoula, 

721-2881
Wednesday, January 9

Writer’s Night with Rick Lamplugh 
The Wilds of Aging: A Journey of 

Heart and Mind, 7 p.m., Pine Creek 
Cafe, Livingston, 222-3628

Thursday, January 24 
Writer’s Night: Dan McCann, 7 p.m., 
Pine Creek Cafe, Livingston, 222-

3628 
Tuesday, January 29

Book Launch with June Safford 
for Bozeman From the Heart, 6:30 
p.m., Country Bookshelf, Bozeman, 

587-0166

WRITER’S OPEN MICS
Tuesday, January 1

Open Mic poetry reading, This 
House of Books, Billings, 534-1133

Wednesday, January 2 
Open Mic for Storytellers, 7 p.m., 
Cassiopeia Books, Great Falls 

Thursday, January 17
Poetry Open Mic night, 6:30 p.m., 

Paris Gibson Museum, Great Falls, 
727-8255

Thursday, January 24
Naked Words poetry and spoken 
word open mic, 7:30 p.m., Free 
Ceramics, Helena, 438-6212

STATEWIDE CALENDAR LISTINGS
Billings Bozeman Helena Great Falls Butte Missoula & More

THE MISSOULA VALLEY WINTER MARKET IS
HELD EVERY SATURDAY IN JANUARY
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orris Hot Springs, located about a 
45-minute drive from Bozeman, features 
a natural hot springs pool fed by a series 

of artesian springs. A stage at the end of the 
rustic, fir-lined pool regularly hosts local and 
traveling live bands and a winter snack bar/
summer grill on-site offers organic, locally-
sourced meals along with beer and wine.

Beverages are served in reusable plastic 
cups and the menu at the 50-Mile Snack Bar/
Grill features fresh ingredients from less than 
fifty miles away as well as from an on-site 
greenhouse.

In the 1970s, Norris was known for “buff 
nights” where clothing was optional and also 
later having the largest (glass bottle) selection 
of beers in the area. Since being purchased 
by Holly Heinzmann in 2004, the facility 
has evolved to become a destination loca-
tion for live music, hot soaks and local food. 
The slower winter season provides a time for 
Heinzmann to reflect on the past 15 years of 
ownership.

Montana Press: What sets Norris Hot 
Springs apart from other hot springs around 
Montana?

Holly Heinzmann: The authentic, rustic 
nature of Norris is the draw for most people. 
Our pool is lined with locally-milled fir planks 
with the artesian spring water bubbling up 
between the boards. It’s exactly like the pool 
built by miners in the 1880s, except they didn’t 
have power for pumps to cool the 120°F water.

MP: When did you acquire Norris Hot 
Springs and what are some of the most sig-
nificant changes or updates you have made to 
the facility?

HH: I bought the springs property in May 
of 2004.  A week later, with a group of very 
fine locals, we removed the barbed wire, as-
troturf, chicken wire, bleach bucket ashtrays, 
concertina wire, sodium vapor yard lights, and 
a myriad of angry signs. The wooden fence 
facing the wetland was replaced with chain 
link, to the consternation of the regulars, who 
were sure we had created a wind tunnel, as if 
you could make Norris windier!

A year later, for two weeks in May of 2005, 
again with the help of super-humans, we 
moved the dome to a newly built deck adjacent 
to the pool to provide for our weekend music 
events, rolled the four metal sheds on logs so 
that their roof lines were contiguous, and clad 
those sheds with the pool fence boards. A patio 
was added to the side of the pool. Who knew 
the bluegrass group The Tall Boys had that 
skill? I believe they did it in two days.

The men’s dressing room was moved back 
off of the concrete walkway and onto a new 
floor to open up the view, and a non-view-
obstructing fence was added behind the dome 
and to the wetland side of the pool. 

The fenced area was enlarged following the 
land’s contours to include a grassy area for ta-
bles and in the back, porta-potties. No one real-
ly likes them but everyone will admit they are 
the cleanest porta-potties they’ve ever seen. 
Prior to this, soakers had to walk way down 
past the driveway to use the facilities, which 
weren’t always open. I think we can all admit it 
couldn’t have perpetuated a pristine pool. 

Speaking of which, we have a new group 
of super-humans, also called staff, and they 
power wash the pool for hours every week. 
The spring water at Norris has always been 
amazing but a clean pool full of healing spring 
water, consistent hours and pool temperatures, 
these are the significant changes made since 
2004.

I also have to mention the food. The offer-
ings when I took over were off-brand candy 
and artificially flavored drinks. Now, we serve 
hundreds of plates of local, organic, sustain-
able, fresh food that we’re very proud of.

MP: What is one of your fondest memories 
in the evolution of Norris Hot Springs since 
you acquired the property?

HH: That first week, that first piece of fence 
being removed, exposing the view of pristine 
wetland and scrubby hills.  The vision I had 
for a little local plunge set in a wondrous Mon-
tana landscape: there it was.

MP: What are some of the special activities 
available at the hot springs during the winter 
season?

HH: We bring our special activities to the 
stage with every Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
night’s musical performances. A quiet week-
night soak or a weekend morning with the kids 
still appeals to our regulars but folks seem to 
love listening to music under the stars.

We feature acoustic folk, blues, rock, blue-
grass and Americana/roots music, quality over 
rowdy, and we rotate musicians to keep things 
fresh and to introduce new performers. We’re 
very proud and pleased with our regular local 
line-up:  Heather Lingle, Tom Catmull, Jacob 
Rountree, the Lucky Valentines, Christy Hays 
and Aran Buzzaz, among many, many note-
worthy others.

Our first upcoming new band is on Jan. 11, 
Relación Brevísima, a new trio that performs 
in Spanish and Portuguese with loops, trumpet 
and bongos, not your standard Montana fare. 
February brings a songwriter named Leah 
Woods who trades performing in New York 
for skiing in Montana, and a one man band 
called The March Divide who has some seri-
ous buzz. This is the first performance at NHS 
for both of these musicians. 

MP: How do you maintain a locally-sourced 
menu at the restaurant during the winter?

HH: Sourcing local food in our area has 
become much easier. As we set up shop, the 
search was on for local farmers and ranchers 
producing organic produce and pasture-raised 
grass-fed meat. They were here but not neces-
sarily marketing their wares.  We would visit 
the farms to see what was available and to pick 
up our orders.  Now though, there are several 
fine local distributors of local, organic and 
grass-fed products, with order sheets and price 
lists, and they even deliver.  Our menu relies 
heavily on produce from our own garden - we 
harvested over 2800 pounds this year alone - 
and we are able to dry, store or freeze enough 
vegetables, herbs, and fruit to use all winter 
in our soups and specials. Each spring, our 
greenhouse is planted in early to mid-March, 
allowing us to offer our homegrown salads 
when the grill opens the first weekend in May.

MP: Do you see the focus on environmental 
stewardship a benefit or a challenge as far as 
running a business in Montana? How so?

HH: It’s a huge benefit and I’m extremely 
grateful for the opportunity to care-take this 
property. Thanks to the Montana Conservation 
District, and with the commitment of many 
hardy super-human helpers, we’ve been able 
to plant and irrigate over 1000 trees, shrubs 
and perennials plants over the last 15 years. 
The transformation of the property to a shady 
summer oasis has been a very fulfilling reward. 
The challenge is to keep plants watered and 
alive.  The benefit is food for birds and people, 
and lots of shade. The trees create habitat, help 
to break the wind, protect from run-off and 
erosion, and are beautiful to behold. The envi-
ronmental health of the land is obvious in the 
increased bird and wildlife populations and 
the productive garden and lush wetlands. I get 
to live here and I feel very lucky to be able to 
share it. I can’t wait to see how it will look in 
15 more years. 

MP: Are there any special plans or projects 
in the works for Norris Hot Springs in 2019?

HH: Heaters are being added to the dress-
ing rooms this season, I have no idea why it 
took me so long to get that done. (Sorry every-
one!) Our cafe business has grown amazingly, 
particularly in the summer season when the 
pop-up grill rocks, so we’re prepping to en-
large both the facility and our offerings.  Stay 
tuned. Definitely try our grill in the summer, 
May through September and if you don’t grow 
a garden, you’ll never have a fresher, more de-
licious salad or side of grilled vegetables than 
we serve up.

The Springs operate Thursday through 
Monday during the winter. Designated drivers 
receive a free soaking pass. E

OUT & ABOUT
LIVE MUSIC, HOT SOAKS AND LOCAL FOOD: NORRIS HOT SPRINGS
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Friday, January 11
Statewide                                            
Lazy Owl String Band, bluegrass, 9 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463 
“The Glass Menagerie” stage production, Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
Billings                                                 
“Peter Pan Jr.” stage production, 6:30 p.m., Billings 
Studio Theatre, Billings, 248-1141
Winter Polka Party, Friday Fun Night, 6:30 p.m., Billings 
Public Library, Billings, 657-8258
“Little Women” stage play, 7:30 p.m., NOVA Center, 
Billings, 591-9535
Martha Redbone Roots Project, American roots,
7:30 p.m., Alberta Bair Theater, Billings, 256-6052
Bozeman                                             
The Great Rockies Sportshow, Jan. 11-13, Gallatin 
County Fairgrounds, Bozeman, 248-7827
Jazz Night, 7 p.m., Red Tractor Pizza,
Bozeman, 359-1999
Liquid Gnar, thrash metal, 8 p.m., Zebra Lounge, 
Bozeman, 585-8851
Helena                                                 
The Peripherals, jazz, 6:30 p.m., Great Divide Ski Area, 
Helena, 461-3882
Cowboy Bob and Gypsy Dust, country/western,
6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Great Falls                                           
Jeff Christiansen, rhythm guitar and vocals, 7 p.m., The 
Sting Sports Bar, Great Falls, 727-7972
PRCA Pro Rodeo Circuit Finals, 7 p.m. Jan. 11-13, 
Montana ExpoPark, Great Falls
Missoula                                              
Bill Lacroix, folk music, 11 a.m., Bagels on Broadway, 
Missoula, 728-8900
Keller Williams, singer/songwriter, 8 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Saturday, January 12
Statewide                                            
Cole and the Thomes, soul and reggae, p.m., Murray 
Bar, 222-9463 
“The Glass Menagerie” stage production, Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
Ryan Acker, banjo player from The Last Revel, 7 p.m., 
Pine Creek Café, Livingston, 222-3628
Restless Pines, original folk/roots, 7 p.m., Norris Hot 
Springs, 685-3303
Billings                                                 
Family Life Expo, 10 a.m., MetraPark Expo Center, 
Billings, 248-7827
“Peter Pan Jr.” stage production, 6:30 p.m., Billings 
Studio Theatre, Billings, 248-1141
“Little Women” stage play, 7:30 p.m., NOVA Center, 
Billings, 591-9535
Bozeman                                             
Bar J Wranglers, country/Western, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
The Commons at Baxter and Love, Bozeman, 581-6843
Keller Williams, singer/songwriter, 7:30 p.m., The 
Rialto, Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Reckless Abandon, Texas bluegrass, 9 a.m., Haufbrau, 
Bozeman, 587-4931

MARTHA REDBONE
One of today’s most vital voices 
in American Roots music and a 
multi award-winning musician, 
this charismatic songstress is 

celebrated for her tasty gumbo of 
roots music embodying the folk 

and mountain blues sounds of her 
childhood in the Appalachian hills 

of Kentucky mixed with the eclectic 
grit of her teenage years in pre-

gentrified Brooklyn. Her latest CD, 
The Garden of Love - Songs of 
William Blake features Blake’s 

immortal words and a cornucopia 
of roots music. She plays one 

show in Montana, January 11 at 
the Alberta Bair Theater in Billings. 

For info: 256-6052



usician and songwriter John Hiatt has 
shared it all. Over the past 45 years, he 
has shared joy, mortality, love, freedom 

and eternal, radiant life. At 66, the sharing 
process is not complete. Everywhere he looks 
he says sees the mystery of life and death, of 
creation and decay and regeneration. 

“I still wake up every morning with the 
same cast of characters running around in my 
head,” says Hiatt. “I just keep sitting them 
down and giving them a good talking to. I say, 
‘C’mon, now, let it go.’ But they have plans of 
their own.” 

Indeed, four decades into his recording ca-
reer, Hiatt titled his 22nd studio album, Terms 
of My Surrender. Hiatt’s 23rd studio release, 
The Eclipse Sessions, was released in October.

Surrender is a word that surfaces frequently 
in conversation with the well-prized trouba-
dour. To some, surrender may have off-putting 
connotations, implying defeat, giving up, fail-
ing to rise to the challenges of life. Rightful 
surrender to Hiatt is something entirely differ-
ent.

“I surrender to music, and, to me, music is 
mental health,” says Hiatt. “Music is a beauti-
ful, healing, wonderful thing. The more into 
the music I am, the more healthy that I am. 
Music is the best and that’s all.”

There is no profound wisdom in Hiatt’s 
words, just a man who performs uncondition-
ally and without reservation. 

“I just play, man,” says Hiatt. “I do the same 
thing I’ve always done. When you are young, 
you worry about labels, fitting in and all of the 
other dances that we do. People are afraid so 
they call stuff something. This is that and that 
is this. We are fearful people...if you special-
ize in something and can do wonderful things, 
you just enjoy it, right?

Hiatt says he yields to rather than opposes 
the flow of life. 

“I understand that I will never be comfort-
able,” he says. 

“I am shaky. I have a little peace. I like 
peace. I have family and friends who I care 
about and care about me. I can see good things 
in other people, and that gives me peace. I like 
simple things now. Life is good, despite all of 
the insanity all around us.”

Influenced by Elvis

“Elvis was always a big deal growing up, 
though I was a little young,” says Hiatt. 

“My brothers brought his music around. At 
nine, I was a fat kid and when I heard Elvis, I 
would imagine that I wasn’t a fat kid, and that I 
was cool like Elvis. My mom was crazy about 
him. We would go up to this cinder block cabin 
in the woods, my grandfather’s cabin on a lake. 
There were lots of kids, many cousins, and we 
would stuff everyone into this cabin. Mom had 
seven kids. Her sister had nine. There was one 
room with a kitchen divider and a couch. We 
would stay the whole summer, swimming and 
fishing, taking out a 30-horsepower boat. We 
would see Elvis movies at the local drive-in. 
He was my first big influence.”

The inadequacy of being different domi-
nates Hiatt’s earliest memories. Being ‘cool’ 
was a vision, a dream, the stuff of a handsome 
truck driver and GI from Mississippi who 
shook his pelvis, oiled his hair and became the 
delegated idol of many an inferior boy. 

“I was self-excluded as a kid, fat, and not 
cool like the other kids. In the sixth grade, 
some kids and I picked up our guitars and we 
had a band in six months. Short guys have to 
fight everybody but the fat kid, he is either 
shunned or he is funny. I had to be a comedian. 
At 15, I lost a 100 pounds in one summer. I 
wanted a girlfriend. I have empathy for people 
who don’t fit in for Christ’s sake, and there’s 
plenty of us. I don’t feel for a person who ain’t 
been hurt.”

At 18, he left his hometown of Indianapolis 
for Nashville, Tenn. Folksy regionalism per-
vades the opening lines of Hiatt’s “Real Fine 
Love” (1990): “Well, now I never went to col-
lege, babe, I did not have the luck. Stole out of 
Indiana in the back of a pickup truck. With no 
education higher than the streets of my home-
town, I went looking for a fire just to burn it 
all down.”

Hiatt’s early days were marred by alcohol-
ism and drug abuse. He was abandoned by 
record labels in the 1970s and early 1980s, a 
consequence, he said behind the scenes, of be-
ing “a bad alcoholic and addict.” 

Hiatt straightened out and his eighth album, 
Bring the Family (1987), sold nearly 200,000 
copies.

Hiatt’s blend of rock, country, gospel and 
rhythm neatly coalesced with Slow Turning 
(1988) and Stolen Moments (1990). Since 
then, he has had a mixed-bag of triumphs and 
delinquencies. 

“Music is such a big part of who I am,” says 
Hiatt. “I’ve been doing it since 11. It’s what 
I do. It’s me. It is really kind of a miracle. I 
spent the first half of my life trying to fuck 
it all up, and I did. And I nearly died in the 
process. In the second half, I’ve been tied to 
good work, and I put it out and the people are 
coming out.” 

Tears of Song Writing
Hiatt says he still enjoys toying with the 

mystery of song writing and that a successful 
confluence of words and thought is a love too 
large, too deep ever to be truly measured or 
understood. 

“It’s a big deal,” said Hiatt. “It can make 
you cry. Sometimes you get one in, and you 
walk out into the middle of the field and you 
burst into tears. You don’t know where it came 
from. You just know that you are a fortunate 
receiver.” 

The beauty of Hiatt’s music is that it is eter-
nally honest and understandable. There will 
always be a strong thread of his own life his-
tory in his work but his tales emphasize trans-
ferences and conflicts all can relate to. 

On the same afternoon as our phone inter-
view, Hiatt is about to close on a new property 
in the city; Hiatt and his wife are empty-nest-
ers (two blended, one together, all adults) on 
the farm they own outside Nashville. 

“We spent a nervous night in an Atlanta ho-
tel on our honeymoon, while her mom kept the 
kids,” said Hiatt. “Being in love without the 
kids is different. And now we are moving to 
the city.”

Standing in the pasture, overlooking the 
hills and meadows of the country, Hiatt said 
he feels every bit the unclassifiable loner. 

“I am not easy to get to know,” says Hiatt. 
“I put up walls and keep to myself. I’ve 

been fortunate to have people who showed up 
in my life, who have led me along, whether I 
wanted it or not. I guess I was sick and tired of 
being lonely all the time. Willingness is about 
all you need in order to open up a little bit. 

Trust implies risk, though. The fact is that 
you can trust and be let down — that’s part of 
the package. The truth is that I’ve let people 
down and will continue to let some people 
down.”

American Master

One thing Hiatt hasn’t done is let the listener 
down or fail to scratch at the spirit. From open-
ing to close on one of his most recent albums, 
Terms of My Surrender, he richly evokes frus-
tration, self-critique, sadness, regret, anxiety 
and, at times, disagreement. 

“When the moon is rising
and the night is still
Some of my delusions have the power to kill
Scared I’ll get what I deserve
Or maybe scared I won’t.”

The album transmits the faintly haunted 
sound applicable to a man who has survived 
not only alcoholism, drug abuse and recov-
ery, but the suicides of his second wife and an 
older brother. Hiatt’s square, clear vocals tap 
into the realization that a full life will be full 
of pain. 

Rich in its wholeness, trustworthy and dis-
tinguished in its sincerity, the 11-track offering 
is robustly alive, meaningful and significant, 
an essential piece to the musical chess board 
of an American master. 

Is there weariness? Are his critical faculties 
touching and convincing? Does this personal 
approach stir a raw reaction? Yes, yes, yes. 

Indeed, nothing that’s real ever eludes Hiatt. 
“It’s all a lifelong learning curve, and it’s 

steep,” said Hiatt. “I’ve walked through the 
fire...and only the song survives, right?”

John Hiatt performs alongside Lyle Lovett 
February 6, 2019 at the Wilma Theater in 
Missoula and February 7, 2019 at the Alberta 
Bair Theater in Billings. E

—Brian D’amBrosio

Montana Press Monthly •  Page 14 • January 2019

TERMS OF SURRENDER: JOHN HIATT REFLECTS ON MUSIC AND LIFE

M

OUT & ABOUT



Montana Press Monthly •  Page 15 • January 2019

Saturday, January 12
Great Falls                                           
Ranch Rodeo, 9:30 a.m., Montana ExpoPark,
Great Falls, 727-8900
Butte                                                   
Storybook Theatre, interactive story hour, 11 a.m., 
Butte, 723-2300
The Mighty Travis, rock, 8 p.m., Finlen Hotel,
Butte, 723-5461
Missoula                                              
Missoula Valley Winter Market, 705 South Higgins,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 396-0593
Big Head Todd and The Monsters, rock, 7 p.m.,
The Wilma, Missoula, 728-2521
The Semi-Precious Stones and Ole Red Coyote, 
psychedelic folk, 9:45 p.m., Dark Horse Bar,
Missoula, 728-0934
Dodgy Mountain Men, blues, 10:15 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Sunday, January 13, 2019
Statewide                                            
Travis Yost, Americana pop, 7 p.m., Norris
Hot Springs, 685-3303
Acoustic Brunch: Sierra Kamplain, Alternative,
11 a.m., Pine Creek Café, Livingston, 222-3628
Billings                                                 
“Little Women” stage play, 2 p.m., NOVA Center, 
Billings, 591-9535
Brian Regan, live comedy tour, 7 p.m., Alberta Bair 
Theater, Billings, 256-6052
Big Head Todd and The Monsters, rock, 7 p.m., Pub 
Station Ballroom, Billings, 894-2020
Bozeman                                             
Luke Flansburg, guitar and vocals, 7 p.m., Bozeman 
Hot Springs, 586-6492
Bridger Mountain Big Band, jazz, 7 p.m., The Eagles 
Bar, Bozeman, 587-9996
Great Falls                                           
Celtic Music Brunch, 10:30 a.m., Celtic Cowboy,
Great Falls, 952-0393
Great Falls Symphony chamber music, “Chinook 
Winds: Airs of Eastern Europe,” 2 p.m., Mansfield 
Theatre, Great Falls, 453-4102
Old Time Music and Bluegrass Jam Session, 6 p.m., 
Celtic Cowboy, Great Falls, 952-0393

Monday, January 14, 2019
Statewide                                            
Tom Sunsanj, Butte song writer, 5 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463
Helena                                                 
Open Mic Night, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960
Missoula                                              
Raising the Dead, live recorded shows of the Grateful 
Dead, 5 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, Missoula
Open Mic hosted by Gary Kiggins, Imagine Nation 
Brewing, 6 p.m., Missoula, 926-1251

Tuesday, January 15, 2019
Statewide                                            
Chandler Huntley, song writer, 7 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463
Rich Mayo, Americana music, 6 p.m., Kountry Korner 
Café, Four Corners, 586-2281
Bozeman                                             
Open Mic, 7 p.m., Zocalo Coffee House,
Bozeman, 404-1036
String Beings, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729
Great Falls                                           
Great Falls Symphony chamber music, “Chinook 
Winds: Airs of Eastern Europe,” 7 p.m., Mansfield 
Theatre, Great Falls, 453-4102
Missoula                                              
Tuesday Picking Circle, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Montana 
Distillery, Missoula, 541-1889
Imagine Ireland, Irish traditional music, Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
Old Post Picking Circle, 8:30 p.m., Old Post Pub, 
Missoula, 721-7399

Wednesday, January 16, 2019
Billings                                                 
Open Mic Night, 6 p.m., Craft Local, Billings, 702-1458
Bozeman                                             
Music & Mussels with Brice Ash and Friends, 
acoustic, 5:30 p.m., Bridger Brewing,
Bozeman, 587-2124
Acoustic Wednesdays, 6 p.m., Wildrye Distillery, 
Bozeman, 577-2288
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 6:30 p.m., 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Haufbrau Open Mic, 10 p.m., Bozeman, 587-4931
Helena                                                 
Acoustic Roll, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Cow Tipping Comedy, 6:30 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960

Thursday, January 17, 2019
Statewide                                            
The Traveling Kind, acoustic duo, 8 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463 
“Death of a Salesman” stage production, Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, Havre, 945-0272
Billings                                                 
The Great Rockies Sportshow, through Jan. 20, 
MetraPark Expo Center, Billings, 248-7827
Projectile Comedy, 8 p.m., The Loft, Billings, 259-9074
Bozeman                                             
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399
Kelly Nicholson, country, 7 p.m., Bozeman
Hot Springs, 586-6492
Random Acts of Imrov, comedy, 8 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
Helena                                                 
Cowboy Bob, acoustic, 5 p.m., Snow Hop Brewery, 
Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Tejon Street Corner Thieves, rock, 7 p.m., Lewis & 
Clark Taproom, Helena, 465-1231
Great Falls                                           
Montana Agricultural Industrial Exhibit, 9 a.m., 
through Jan. 19, Montana ExpoPark,
Great Falls, 761-7600
Symphony Preview with Grant Harville, 12 p.m., 
Great Falls College, Weaver Library, 453-4102
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy,
Great Falls, 952-0393
The Thrillbillies, country music, 6 p.m., The Sting 
Sports Bar, Great Falls, 727-7972
Poetry Open Mic night, 6:30 p.m., Paris Gibson 
Museum, Great Falls, 727-8255
Missoula                                              
Western Montana Grazing and Agriculture 
Conference, through Jan. 17, 8 a.m., DoubleTree Hilton, 
Missoula, 676-2811
Open Mic, 8 p.m., VFW Post 209, Missoula, 728-7749
Bradley Warren Jr., acoustic, 8 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980

Friday, January 18, 2019
Statewide                                            
Tejon Street Corner Thieves, outlaw bluegrass, 9 p.m., 
Murray Bar, 222-9463 
“Death of a Salesman” stage production, Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, Havre, 945-0272
Heather Lingle, Americana, 7 p.m., Norris
Hot Springs, 685-3303
Billings                                                 
Calvin and The Coal Cars, country, 7 p.m., Pub Station 
Taproom, Billings, 894-2020
“Little Women” stage play, 7:30 p.m., NOVA Center, 
Billings, 591-9535
Bozeman                                             
Jazz Night, 7 p.m. Fridays, Red Tractor Pizza, 
Bozeman, 359-1999
Random Acts of Imrov, comedy, 8 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
Sneaky Pete and The Secret Weapons with 
Permafunk, 8 p.m., The Filling Station,
Bozeman, 603-969-3548

Helena                                                 
Holter Museum of Art Grand Reopening, 5 p.m., 
Holter Museum, Helena, 442-6400
Studebaker John & The Hawks, rock, 7 p.m., Lewis & 
Clark Taproom, Helena, 465-1231
Copper Queen, folk music, 7 p.m., The Rathskeller, 
Helena, 442-5980
Great Falls                                           
Antique Tractor & Toy Show, 9 a.m., through Jan. 19, 
Montana ExpoPark, Great Falls
Jeff Christiansen, rhythm guitar and vocals, 7 p.m., The 
Sting Sports Bar, Great Falls, 727-7972
Butte                                                   
Snoflinga, Montana’s Winter Festival and Polar 
Plunge, through Jan. 20, Butte, snoflingamt@gmail.com
Cowboy Bob and Gypsy Dust, 7 p.m., Covellite 
Theatre, 498-6869
Old School Speed Skate, 7 p.m., Butte High Altitude 
Skating Center, 494-3000
Hit Men, rock supergroup, 8 p.m., The Mother Lode 
Theatre, Butte, 723-3602
Missoula                                              
Bill Lacroix, folk music, 11 a.m., Bagels on Broadway, 
Missoula, 728-8900
The Loose String Band, 6 p.m., Drought Works, 
Missoula, 541-1592
Ole Red Coyote, rock, 9 p.m., VFW, Missoula, 728-7749

Saturday, January 19, 2019
Statewide                                            
Studebaker John, blues, 9 p.m., Murray Bar, 222-9463 
“Death of a Salesman” stage production, Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, Havre, 945-0272
Sweet Sage Band, Americana, 7 p.m., Norris Hot 
Springs, 685-3303
Billings                                                 
Building and Remodeling Expo, 10 a.m., through Jan. 
20, MetraPark Montana Pavilion, Billings, 248-7827
Reel Big Fish, ska-punk, 7 p.m., Pub Station Ballroom, 
Billings, 894-2020
“Little Women” stage play, 7:30 p.m., NOVA Center, 
Billings, 591-9535
Venture Improv, 7:30 p.m., NOVA Roebling Theater, 
Billings, 591-9535
Bozeman                                             
Bozeman Winter Farmers’ Market, 9 a.m., Emerson 
Ballroom, Bozeman, 587-9797
Misha & Cipa Dichter in Duo Piano Recital with 
Bozeman Symphony, 7:30 p.m., Reynolds Recital Hall, 
MSU Bozeman, 585-9774
Random Acts of Imrov, comedy, 8 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
Bozeman Symphony Piano Recital, 7:30 p.m., 
Reynolds Recital Hall, MSU Bozeman, 585-9774
Helena                                                 
Artist Talk: Maggy Rozycki Hiltner, 10 a.m., Holter 
Museum of Art, Helena, 442-6400
Jiggawatts, rock, 7 p.m., Lewis & Clark Taproom, 
Helena, 465-1231
Great Falls                                           
Aran Buzzas, rock, 5 p.m., Mighty Mo Brewing Co., 
Great Falls, 952-0342
Great Falls Symphony, “Passionate Passages,”
7:30 p.m., Mansfield Theatre, Great Falls, 455-8510
Butte                                                   
Skijoring Competition, through Jan. 20, 10 a.m., Skijor 
Butte, 490-8554
Missoula                                              
Missoula Valley Winter Market, 705 South Higgins,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 396-0593
Yonder Mountain String Band, bluegrass, 8:30 p.m., 
Top Hat Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Sunday, January 20, 2019
Statewide                                            
Weston Lewis, acoustic rock, 7 p.m., Norris Hot 
Springs, 685-3303
Acoustic Brunch: Harley Larson, 11 a.m., Pine Creek 
Café, Livingston, 222-3628
Billings                                                 
“Little Women” stage play, 2 p.m., NOVA Center, 
Billings, 591-9535
Bozeman                                             
Josh Moore, acoustic guitar, 6 p.m., Bunkhouse 
Brewery, Bozeman, 577-2074
Cole Thorne and Aaron Banfield, acoustic, 7 p.m., 
Bozeman Hot Springs, 586-6492
Yonder Mountain String Band, bluegrass, 7 p.m.,
The Rialto, Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Bridger Mountain Big Band, jazz and swing, 7 p.m., 
The Eagles Bar, Bozeman, 587-9996
Great Falls                                           
Celtic Music Brunch, 10:30 a.m., Celtic Cowboy,
Great Falls, 952-0393
Bridal Exravaganza, 11 a.m., Mansfield Convention 
Center, Great Falls, 455-8510
Old Time Music and Bluegrass Jam Session, 6 p.m., 
Celtic Cowboy, Great Falls, 952-0393
Missoula                                              
Reel Big Fish, ska-punk, 7 p.m., The Wilma,
Missoula, 728-2521

GALLATIN VALLEY 4-H HOSTS THE BAR J WRANGLERS
The Gallatin County 4-H will host the Bar J Wranglers on Saturday, January 12 

at the Commons in Bozeman. Known for Western harmonies and cowboy stories 
and jokes, the Bar J Wranglers have performed nationwide with outstanding 
performers such as Roy Rogers, Randy Travis, and Sons of the Pioneers.

Tickets for the two shows at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. are available at Town & Country 
in Belgrade & Rosauers in Bozeman. Reserved tickets are also available

through Eventbrite at gallatin4hlive.org. 

WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE CALENDAR LISTINGS
Billings Bozeman Helena Great Falls Butte Missoula & More

OPEN MIC NIGHTS
MONDAYS

HELENA: 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, 442-5960

MISSOULA: 6 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, 926-1251

TUESDAYS
BOZEMAN: 7 p.m. Zocalo Coffee 

House, 404-1036
MISSOULA, 9:30 p.m., Union Club, 

Missoula, 728-7980
WEDNESDAYS 

BOZEMAN: 10 p.m. Hofbrau,
587-4931

THURSDAYS
HELENA: 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 

443-1729
MISSOULA: 8 p.m. Thursdays,

VFW Post 209, 728-7749
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Monday, January 21, 2019
Statewide                                            
Ryan Acker, song writer, 5 p.m., Murray Bar, 222-9463
Helena                                                 
Open Mic Night, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960
MLK, Jr. Day Celebration, 6 p.m., St. Anthony Catholic 
Parish, Missoula, 628-7182
Raising the Dead, live recorded shows of the Grateful 
Dead, 5 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, Missoula
Open Mic hosted by Gary Kiggins, Imagine Nation 
Brewing, 6 p.m., Missoula, 926-1251

Tuesday, January 22, 2019
Statewide                                            
Shane De Leon, song writer, 7 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463
Rich Mayo, Americana music, 6 p.m. Tuesdays,
Kountry Korner Café, Four Corners, 586-2281
Billings                                                 
Soul Street Dance Company, stage performance,
9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m., Alberta Bair Theater,
Billings, 256-6052
Bozeman                                             
Blaze and ABK’s Juggalo, 6 p.m., Zebra Lounge, 
Bozeman, 585-8851
Open Mic, 7 p.m., Zocalo Coffee House,
Bozeman, 404-1036
Dorothy, blues and gritty rock, 7:30 p.m., The Rialto, 
Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Helena                                                 
String Beings, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729
Road Agents, acoustic rock, 6 p.m., Broadwater Hot 
Springs, 443-5777
Great Falls                                           
Youth Improv Class, 4 p.m. Paris Gibson Museum, 
Great Falls, 727-8255
Missoula                                              
Tuesday Picking Circle, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Montana 
Distillery, Missoula, 541-1889
Imagine Ireland, Irish traditional music, Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
Old Post Picking Circle, 8:30 p.m., Old Post Pub, 
Missoula, 721-7399

Wednesday, January 23, 2019
Billings                                                 
Open Mic Night, 6 p.m., Craft Local, Billings, 702-1458
Open Mic Night, 7 p.m., Yellowstone Cellars and 
Winery, Billings, 671-0851
Bozeman                                             
Music & Mussels with The Waiting, Tom Petty tribute 
band, 5:30 p.m., Bridger Brewing, Bozeman, 587-2124
Acoustic Wednesdays, 6 p.m., Wildrye Distillery, 
Bozeman, 577-2288
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 6:30 p.m., 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
“Noises Off” premiere and magician Paul Draper, 
7:30, Black Box Theatre, MSU Bozeman, 994-3303
Magic City Hippies, funk/rock, 7:30 p.m., The Rialto, 
Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Haufbrau Open Mic, 10 p.m., Bozeman, 587-4931
Helena                                                 
Cow Tipping Comedy, 6:30 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
Missoula                                              
The Sundogs, folkgrass, Great Burn Brewery,
Missoula, 317-1557
Men’s A Capella 4-Part Harmony, 7 p.m., River Valley 
Church, Missoula, 549-4555
Dorothy, blues and gritty rock, 8:30 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Thursday, January 24, 2019
Statewide                                            
“The Glass Menagerie” stage production, Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
Writer’s Night: Dan McCann, 7 p.m., Pine Creek Café, 
Livingston, 222-3628
Billings                                                 
Projectile Comedy, 8 p.m., The Loft, Billings, 259-9074

Bozeman                                             
“The U.S. and the Middle East: How We Got to This 
Point- Understanding the Hard Lessons of 1979” with 
retired Ambassador Mark Johnson, 6 p.m., Museum of 
the Rockies, Bozeman, 728-3328
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399
Relacion Brevisima, Spanish/Portuguese music,
7 p.m., Bozeman Hot Springs, 586-6492
Helena                                                 
Acoustic Roll, acoustic, 5 p.m., Snow Hop Brewery, 
Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Great Falls                                           
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy,
Great Falls, 952-0393
The Thrillbillies, country music, 6 p.m., The Sting 
Sports Bar, Great Falls, 727-7972
Naked Words poetry and spoken word open mic,
7:30 p.m., Free Ceramics, Helena, 438-6212
“Tapestry: The Carole King Songbook,” 7:30 p.m., 
Mansfield Theatre, Great Falls, 455-8510
Missoula                                              
Magic City Hippies, funk/rock, 7:30 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980
Open Mic, 8 p.m., VFW Post 209, Missoula, 728-7749

Friday, January 25, 2019
Statewide                                            
Band of Drifters, modern American roots, 9 p.m., 
Murray Bar, 222-9463 
“The Glass Menagerie” stage production, Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
John Sherrill, singer/songwriter, 7 p.m., Norris Hot 
Springs, 685-3303
Billings                                                 
Billings Studio Theatre Annual Fundraiser, 6 p.m., 
Big Horn Resort, Billings, 855-2131
Paige & The Peoples Band, funk/jazz and soul, 7 p.m., 
Pine Creek Café, Livingston, 222-3628
Bozeman                                             
“Tango to Agrentina” celebration, 6 p.m., Emerson 
Center for the Arts, Bozeman, 587-9797
Jazz Night, 7 p.m., Red Tractor Pizza,
Bozeman, 359-1999
Helena                                                 
“Silent Sky” stage production, 7:30 p.m., Grandstreet 
Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Great Falls                                           
Wallace Marine Boat Show, through Jan. 27, Montana 
ExpoPark, Great Falls, 727-8900
Montana Performing Arts Consortium Showcase and 
Conference, 3 p.m., Mansfield Performing Arts Center, 
Great Falls, mtperformingarts.org
Margarita Meltdown fund raiser for Eagle Mount, 
music with Jimmy and the Parrots, 5:30 p.m., Montana 
ExpoPark, Great Falls, 454-1449
Jeff Christiansen, rhythm guitar and vocals, 7 p.m., The 
Sting Sports Bar, Great Falls, 727-7972
Liquor Down Band, rock, 8 p.m., Other Place,
Great Falls, 761-1694
50 Watt Sun, 90s grunge, 9:30 p.m., Loading Zone, 
Great Falls, 727-5777
Butte                                                   
Bull Riding Bash, 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Butte 
Civic Center, 497-6400
Missoula                                              
Bill Lacroix, folk music, 11 a.m., Bagels on Broadway, 
Missoula, 728-8900
“Dust Up at the Symphony Corral,” with the Missoula 
Symphony Orchestra, 7 p.m., University of Montana, 
Missoula, 728-7363
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OUT & ABOUT
usician Keller Williams performs two 
shows in Montana in mid-January. The 
artist, who released his latest album Sans 

(SCI Fidelity Records) in October. Williams 
opined on a range of topics including his new 
album, Tom Petty, playing in Montana, and 
real estate.

Montana Press: Why did now seem like 
the right time to release Sans on SCI Fidelity 
Records?

Keller Williams: Well it’s something I 
always wanted to do which is release an in-
strumental record. As I get older, I wanted to 
release something similar to what I actually 
listen to. A lot of stuff that I perform or release 
isn’t necessarily the type of stuff I listen to. 
The more recent stuff I perform has been kind 
of getting closer, a little more on the dance 
music, acoustic dance music side that is.

MP: How have you evolved musically over 
the last two decades to where you are now?

KW: I would say the lyrics have evolved 
more into comedy. Or at least they’ve evolved 
into what I think is funny. I think musically 
I’m trying to go a little more toward the “less 
is more” idea and try not to be so busy musi-
cally in the recordings. I think I’ve definitely 
accepted the audience as a member of the 
band and keep them in on the jokes. I definite-
ly have a true connection when the folks are 
really listening and I can toss in some inside 
jokes in the songs. That’s definitely evolved 
in 20 years.

MP: You have a myriad of music projects 
on the go. Is there a feeling out process to see 
if it’s going to work or not?

KW: It starts with knowing what you’re 
getting into before it happens. It’s definitely 
a comfort level that exists before the project 
even begins. The more you play live with the 
same people the tighter it gets. When it starts 
out really tight you know it’s going to go no-
where but up and better. That’s the way it’s 
been with this new project called PettyGrass 
that I’ve been doing.

MP: How did the Pettygrass project come 
about?

KW: Every December 26 in Fredericks-
burg, Virginia I do a benefit. It’s for the So-
ciety of Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and 
every year I try and do a different project for 
this benefit. In 2015 I was doing PettyGrass 
with Jeff Covert on guitar and Jay Starling on 
dobro. I was playing bass and singing harmo-
nies. Just taking all the Petty hits and doing 
them bluegrass.

Then skip ahead two years later when Pet-
ty dies and I’m doing this Sans record and I 
couldn’t focus. I was in shock. So we took the 
voice memo recordings of rehearsing for that 
2015 benefit and mastered them and released 
them on SoundCloud. The Hillbenders picked 
up on it and long story short they talked me 
into doing this project. I’m really glad they did 
because it’s really super fun and a celebration 
of his songs.

MP: You grew up in Fredericksburg, Vir-
ginia. What was the music scene like growing 
up there?

KW: We had our share of bluegrass musi-
cians. In the ‘80s was the glory time of the 
solo acoustic guitar guy in the corner of the 
restaurant or the bar. You don’t see that very 
much anymore. Then there was the arrival of 

go-go music. Go-go music is a heavy D.C. 
thing with a lot of heavy rhythm bass, lots of 
bongos and percussion. It’s usually like a one-
chord groove where everyone is just dancing. 
So it was like a mixture of bluegrass and go-go 
music.

MP: How have the shows gone in 2018 and 
what does the touring schedule look like for 
next year?

KW: I have a great time. I’m usually gone 
the morning of the Thursday and usually home 
on the afternoon of a Sunday. It’s a great life. 
I’m very grateful to be able to do what I love 
and then go home and be with the family for 
a couple of days. I’m looking at about 100 
shows a year until 2037 is when I can cash in 
my 401K, so that’s what I’m looking at.

MP: What can fans expect from these up-
coming shows in Montana?

KW: These are going to be solo shows. And 
they can count on a wide selection of songs off 
my 23 records. They can count on some cov-
ers that they recognize but they might be done 
in a different way. They can expect hopefully 
open-minded hairy people smiling and bump-
ing into each other.

MP: Do you have fond memories of playing 
Montana?

KW: I remember playing either Bozeman 
or Missoula but it was a long time ago. It was 
like an atrium that had a bunch of mailboxes, 
college mailboxes. College kids would step 
over my pedals to go get their mail. That’s a 
Montana memory of the early days.

MP: Has Keller Williams Realty ever ap-
proached you for a jingle?

KW: I did get a cease and desist letter, well 
not a cease and desist. It was 1996, they had 
just come to the East Coast and I was play-
ing weekly at a couple of places in Virginia 
Beach. People were pulling up signs out of the 
ground and bringing them to the stage and put-
ting them on the back of the stage with mud 
still on them. So I got a very polite letter from 
Keller Williams Realty Company asking me 
to kindly ask people to not pull up their signs 
anymore. My mother wrote them back and de-
manded they hire me and pay me an exorbitant 
amount of money to play at their convention. 
So we never heard from them again.

Keller Williams plays in Missoula at the Top 
Hat Lounge in Missoula on January 11 and 
the Rialto in Bozeman on January 12. E

—Jason macneil

KELLER WILLIAMS: NEW ALBUM 
AND MONTANA TOUR

M

DOROTHY, AN AMERICAN ROCK BAND FROM 
LOS ANGELES, PLAYS JAN. 22 AT THE RIALTO IN 

BOZEMAN AND JAN. 23 AT THE TOP HAT MISSOULA
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Saturday, January 26, 2019
Statewide                                            
Deltaphonic, New Orleans blues, 9 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463 
“The Glass Menagerie” stage production, Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
The Road Agents, Americana rock, 7 p.m., Norris Hot 
Springs, 685-3303
Bozeman                                             
Silly Moose Comedy Improv for Kids, 3 p.m., Verge 
Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737
Helena                                                 
Cowboy Bob and Gypsy Dust, country, 5 p.m., Holter 
Museum Fundraiser, Helena, 442-6400
Pianist Claire Huangci, Brahms’ First Symphony,
7:30 p.m., Helena Civic Center, 447-8481
Liquor Down, rock, 8 p.m., Grub Stake,
Helena, 458-9816
Great Falls                                           
Montana Performing Arts Consortium Showcase 
and Conference, 7:15 a.m., Mansfield Performing Arts 
Center, Great Falls, mtperformingarts.org
Missoula                                              
Missoula Valley Winter Market, 705 South Higgins, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 396-0593

Sunday, January 27, 2019
Statewide                                            
The Lucky Valentines, new and used Americana,
7 p.m., Norris Hot Springs, 685-3303
Acoustic Brunch: Dave Provost, 11 a.m., Pine Creek 
Café, Livingston, 222-3628
Billings                                                 
Jeff Dunham: Passively Aggressive comedy tour,
3 p.m., MetraPark Rimrock Auto Arena,
Billings, 248-7827
Bozeman                                             
Last day to experience “Into the Arctic” and “Polar 
Obsession,” Museum of the Rockies, Bozeman
The Travelin’ Kind, country, 7 p.m., Bozeman Hot 
Springs, 586-6492
Bridger Mountain Big Band, jazz and swing, 7 p.m., 
The Eagles Bar, Bozeman, 587-9996
Helena                                                 
The Road Agents, folk/acoustic, Blackfoot River 
Brewing, Helena, 449-3005
Great Falls                                           
Montana Performing Arts Consortium Showcase and 
Conference, 8 a.m., Mansfield Performing Arts Center, 
Great Falls, mtperformingarts.org
Celtic Music Brunch, 10:30 a.m., Celtic Cowboy,
Great Falls, 952-0393
Old Time Music and Bluegrass Jam Session, 6 p.m., 
Celtic Cowboy, Great Falls, 952-0393

Monday, January 28, 2019
Statewide                                            
Love is a Dog from Nebraska, songwriter, 5 p.m., 
Murray Bar, 222-9463
Bozeman                                             
Improv on the Verge, comedy, 7 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
Helena                                                 
Open Mic Night, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960
Missoula                                              
Raising the Dead, live recorded shows of the Grateful 
Dead, 5 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, Missoula
Open Mic hosted by Gary Kiggins, Imagine Nation 
Brewing, 6 p.m., Missoula, 926-1251
SIN – Service Industry Night, 6 p.m., Plonk,
Missoula, 926-1791

Tuesday, January 29, 2019
Statewide                                            
Quenby, Americana country, 7 p.m.,
Murray Bar, 222-9463
Rich Mayo, Americana music, 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Kountry 
Korner Café, Four Corners, 586-2281
Billings                                                 
Bob Seger, live concert, rock, 7:30 p.m., MetraPark 
Rimrock Auto Arena, Billings, 248-7827
Bozeman                                             
Book Launch with June Safford for Bozeman From 
the Heart, 6:30 p.m., Country Bookshelf,
Bozeman, 587-0166
Open Mic, 7 p.m. Tuesdays, Zocalo Coffee House, 
Bozeman, 404-1036
Brett Dennen, folk/pop singer/songwriter, 7:30 p.m., The 
Rialto, Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Helena                                                 
The Road Agents, folk/acoustic, Blackfoot River 
Brewing, Helena, 449-3005
String Beings, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729

Missoula                                              
Tuesday Picking Circle, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Montana 
Distillery, Missoula, 541-1889
Imagine Ireland, Irish traditional music, Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
Old Post Picking Circle, 8:30 p.m., Old Post Pub, 
Missoula, 721-7399

Wednesday, January 30, 2019
Billings                                                 
Open Mic Night, 6 p.m. Wednesdays, Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Open Mic Night, 7 p.m. Wednesdays, Yellowstone 
Cellars and Winery, Billings, 671-0851
Bozeman                                             
Music & Mussels with Relacion Brevisima, 5:30 p.m., 
Bridger Brewing, Bozeman, 587-2124
Acoustic Wednesdays, 6 p.m. Wednesdays, Wildrye 
Distillery, Bozeman, 577-2288
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday’s, Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Haufbrau Open Mic, 10 p.m., Bozeman, 587-4931
Helena                                                 
The Road Agents, folk/acoustic, Blackfoot River 
Brewing, Helena, 449-3005
Cow Tipping Comedy, 6:30 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
Butte                                                   
Fresh Meat Camp, Copper City Queens roller derby, 6 
p.m., Butte, visit coppercityqueens.com 
Missoula                                              
“Honoring our Stories,” indigenous digital storytelling 
films and discussion, 5:30 p.m., Har Shalom Synagogue, 
Missoula, 829-9515
Orgone, soul/funk, album release party, 8:30 p.m., Top 
Hat Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Thursday, January 31, 2018
Statewide                                            
The Nick Miller Project, multi-instrumentalist, 8 p.m., 
Murray Bar, 222-9463 
“The Glass Menagerie” stage production, Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
Billings                                                 
Projectile Comedy, 8 p.m., The Loft, Billings, 259-9074
Bozeman                                             
King Ropes, acoustic duo, 7 p.m., Bozeman
Hot Springs, 586-6492
The Motet, funk and jazz, 7:30 p.m., The Rialto, 
Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Orgone, soul/funk, 8 p.m., The Filling Station,
Bozeman, 587-5009
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m., Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399
Helena                                                 
The Road Agents, folk/acoustic, Blackfoot River 
Brewing, Helena, 449-3005
Headwaters, acoustic, 5 p.m., Snow Hop Brewery, 
Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Great Falls                                           
Pub Crawlers, Celtic, 5 p.m., Mighty Mo Brewing Co., 
Great Falls, 952-0342
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy,
Great Falls, 952-0393
The Thrillbillies, country music, 6 p.m., The Sting 
Sports Bar, Great Falls, 727-7972
Missoula                                              
Missoula Premiere, “Wildland” at the Carmike 12, 
6:30, Missoula, 541-7467
Open Mic, 8 p.m., VFW Post 209, Missoula, 728-7749
The Movement, reggae and rock, 9 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

We welcome additions and corrections to our 
monthly calendar. Please send updates to
info@montanapress.net.

n my favorite picture, I’m four and hold 
a three-foot sand shark by the tail. I wear 
a sailor’s hat, a pair of navy-blue cordu-

roys, and a face-filling grin.
I caught that fish, and many others, when 

visiting my Grandma Katie at her winter digs 
in Miami Beach, Fla. Every winter, our fam-
ily would book a charter and stalk Atlantic 
ocean fish together. The day I caught that 
shark, I sat on my father’s lap, shrieking and 
laughing as he battled the fish. For the last 
five minutes of the fight, 
Dad placed my hand on 
the rod handle, and to-
gether we reeled in the 
exhausted baby fish. 
Forever after, that baby 
sand shark was known 
as my first catch.

Whenever I bunk 
down at Montana fly-
fishing lodges, someone 
asks me where I learned 
to fish. I think they 
mean who taught me to 
cast a drag-free fly but 
when I think about who 
taught me to love fish-
ing, I think of Gram.

Katie Modell Kaplan, 
my father’s mother, 
grew up on Manhattan’s 
Lower East Side in New 
York City but lived on 
the water for most of 
her middle and old age. 
In the winter, she was a 
Florida snowbird, rent-
ing a new place every 
few years either on the 
Atlantic or Intracoastal 
Waterway. In the sum-
mer, she decamped to a waterfront cottage 
on Lake Oscawana about 40 minutes north 
of the city.

I fished with Gram wherever she was liv-
ing. She’d throw on a housecoat and straw 
sunhat, grab a pack of frankfurters, a spin 
rod, and aluminum lawn chair, and march 
us to the nearest dock, me following duck-
ling-style. Gram showed me how to attach a 
bobber, punch a hook into a slice of hotdog, 
and cast the rig into the water. As she sat and 
watched, I’d fish for sunnies and perch in the 

lake, or blowfish and whatever were running 
in the Intracoastal’s brackish water.

Most of the time, I was just one of 11 
grandchildren whom Gram fed and wrangled 
during family gatherings. When we fished, 
it was only me. Gram wasn’t a hugger or a 
small talker but during hours on a dock, I 
was the center of her attention.

Everyone wants to feel special, and fish-
ing has always been my ticket. When I at-
tended my first fly-fishing school, an Orvis-

run weekend in Vermont, 
I was the only 20-some-
thing woman in a class of 
men and boys learning to 
tie barrel knots and match 
the hatch. When I fish 
around Montana, more 
often than not, I’m the 
lone woman on the water. 

My husband loves 
me for many reasons – I 
cook a mean brisket – but 
fly-fishing is one. No, he 
doesn’t fish, but he loves 
to brag on his wife; and 
Greg frequently manages 
to work into conversation 
that his wife is a fly fish-
er, which makes him feel 
special by association.

I know I’m not the 
only woman angler in 
Montana but we’re still a 
small club, and the num-
ber never seems to get 
perceptibly bigger. 

In some ways, I’m 
glad. At 65, the same age 
Gram was when she’d 
unravel the mess I’d 
make of her fishing line, 

I’m often invisible. Without the power of 
youth and beauty, I’m mostly lost in a crowd 
of other suburban wives, mothers, and now 
grandmothers. 

Mostly, being a face in the crowd is oaky 
with me. A few times a year, I need the spot-
light, a fix of specialness. That’s when I pack 
my rods and fly to Montana, where I’m of-
ten, still, the center of attention.

Thanks, Gram. E
— lisa kaPlan GorDon

OFF THE HOOK
How I got Hooked on Fishing

Whenever I bunk down 

at Montana fly-fishing 

lodges, someone asks me 

where I learned to fish. 

I think they mean who 

taught me to cast a drag-

free fly but when I think 

about who taught me

to love fishing,

I think of Gram.

I
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MONTANA SPA
Hydrating Sugar Scrub Recipe from the 

New Spa at Sage Lodge in Paradise  Valley

PHOTOS BY LINDSAY WELLS

Sage Lodge Hydrating Sugar Scrub
Moisturize & exfoliate dry winter hands with this homemade sugar scrub 

combining fresh rosemary, peppermint, wintergreen, and lavender essential 
oils. Recipe may be halved or quartered for smaller batches.

Ingredients

½ cup fresh rosemary
½ cup extra virgin olive oil
1 cup of dried lavender (preferably “super blue” variety)
4 pounds of turbinado sugar
2 and ½ cups of olive oil
Peppermint and wintergreen essential oils*

1. De-stem the rosemary and emulsify with the ½ cup of the extra virgin 
olive oil. If making a smaller batch, use a little of the plain olive oil to aid in 
emulsifying the rosemary into the oil base.

2. Pour sugar in a large bowl.

3. Mix in emulsified rosemary and oil. Mix in the additional olive oil and 
blend well with a metal or wooden spoon.

4. Add lavender and mix well.

5. Add desired amount of essential oil essences to enhance scent and mix/
blend until completely absorbed.

The sugar scrub may be used on hands and body but
is not recommended for use on the face.

*Other oils may be used or substituted according to personal preference

he new Spa at Sage Lodge in Paradise 
Valley just north of Yellowstone Park 
recently opened to guests and local 

visitors. The Spa offers massage, therapeutic 
treatments, facials, a sauna and steam room, a 
hot soaking tub and a top-notch location at the 
base of the Absaroka mountains.

Sage Lodge is the latest in a group of en-
deavors from Seattle-based Columbia Hospi-
tality group who have over 40 lodges, hotels 
and businesses across the west including The 
Lark Hotel and The Rialto in Bozeman.

Through a partnership with Sage Fly Fish-
ing, well-known manufacturer of performance 
fly fishing equipment, Sage Lodge offers guests 
specialized fly fishing expeditions and other 
personalized Montana adventures alongside 
upscale-rustic accommodations, a gourmet res-
taurant and grill and the services and amenities 
of a therapeutic spa on the premises.

Sage Lodge concocts their own blend of 
a sugar scrub for guests of the lodge to use 

while staying on the property. The scrub, lad-
en with olive oil, is a hydrating hand and body 
product designed with relaxing and refreshing 
aromas as well as cleansing properties. 

The scrub includes locally-blended God-
dess of Spring Primavera essential oils created 
in Livingston. Sage Lodge has even contract-
ed the Goddess of Spring company to craft a 
signature scent for the Lodge. Employees of 
the Lodge held a “smelling party” where they 
worked together to decide on the essential oil 
blend that would best personify the Lodge. 

Both an “a.m.” and “p.m.” blend of the es-
sential oils will be available for purchase ex-
clusively on-site at Sage Lodge.

The Spa also features locally-crafted arti-
san bath products by SimplyACBoutique in 
Bozeman and the entire lodge offers loose and 
bagged Tumbleweed Teas from the women-
owned tea company based in Big Timber. For 
more information, visit www.sagelodge.com. E

—reilly neill

T
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Hydration is key when 

soaking in any hot water 

in a dry climate, especially 

when consuming libations. 

(Above, left) Two friends 

visiting the spa together 

from Melrose and Gardiner 

take advantage of the hot 

pool at sunset at the Spa 

at Sage Lodge. A couple 

(right) enjoy the sauna 

after a cross-country ski.

The Spa offers special 

stainless-steel infusers 

for the locally-made 

Tumbleweed Tea. Guests 

can choose from a variety 

of mixtures including 

“TeaTox,” “Crazy Mountain 

Berry” and “Petticoat 

Peppermint.”

The Spa at
Sage Lodge
is open year-
round for 
massage
therapy,
facials, and 
theraputic 
treatments. 
Day use passes 
are available.




