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High and Low Temperatures Across the State

The highest temperatures reported during the recording period were 103 at Broadus on
July 13 and 104 degrees at Brandenberg on July 23. The lowest temperature recorded
during the period was 29 degrees at Big Sky on July 2. By July 14, the average temperature in Bozeman was below normal every day since June 28 and climate stations in Great
Falls, Havre, and Helena were running 2 to 3 degrees below normal. Near-record low temperatures
were reported in some areas of the state in mid and late July. On July 25, Kalispell at 39 degrees came
within one degree of tying their record low.

Water Year Records and Reports

Soil moisture and temperature conditions were unusual at the end of June for the June 2020
period of record. Soil temperatures were coolest and wettest of record at Great Falls (old
records were 2005 for soil moisture and 2018 for soil temperature). For precipitation, below
normal values were observed over portions of the Hi-line, otherwise values were mostly
above normal. For the water year (Oct. to June), the area composite of 10.37-inches is 0.28 below
normal and the driest since 2016. Bozeman has had their driest water-year since 2015.

Stormy Weather

Severe thunderstorms pounded the state in the first week of July, leading to daily Severe
Thunderstorm Warnings from Butte to Lewistown, Havre, Big Sandy, Big Sky, Ennis, Bozeman, Martinsdale, Hamilton, Clinton, Big Fork, and Great Falls. High winds of 75 mph
were recorded in Fergus County and 1.75 inches of precipitation fell in Bozeman on July 7.
Scattered showers were common across Montana mid-month and severe storm warnings returned July
23 for Cascade County, Great Falls, and Fergus, Choteau and Judith Basin counties. On July 23, Big
Timber reported a high wind gust of 61 mph. By July 28, slow moving thunderstorms from Townsend
into Fergus County caused brief heavy rain and localized flooding and watches and warnings continued
through the end of the reporting period as summer storms continued to batter the state.

Continuing COVID-19 Health Emergency

Businesses and establishments remain under “Phase II” of the Governor’s COVID-19
response plan with continued restrictions. The governor’s office, in accordance with the
Centers for Disease Control and the public health departments across the state, now requires
all residents to wear non-medical masks when visiting any establishment where six feet
or more of personal distancing is not be possible, especially in counties where there is more than four
cases. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks are reopen with restrictions. As the virus continues to
spread, the U.S. nearly doubled reported cases since the last reporting period with 4.5 million infected
cases and 153,000 related deaths. Montana reported 54 deaths by the end of the month, with the highest number of infected cases in Yellowstone County/Billings (up from 174 last reporting period to 950),
Gallatin County/Bozeman (up from 263 to 813), Big Horn (up from 74 to 271), Missoula (up from 86
to 224), Flathead (up from 58 to 214) and a total number 3,676 reported cases (up from 967 cases last
reporting period) in the state reported on July 29. Approximately 165,355 individuals in the state have
been tested for the virus. Visit dphhs.mt.gov for up-to-date information.

Signs of Wildfire Season

On July 3, following a line of severe thunderstorms with 60 mph wind gusts and large hail,
a new wildfire developed on the east side of Canyon Ferry Lake near Goose Bay. On July
24, windy conditions and low humidity combined to produce Red Flag conditions over portions of North Central Montana. On July 28, four SEATs (single engine air tankers), one large
air tanker and a Chinook helicopter were all attacking the Magpie Rock Fire just west of Dixon. Investigators believed a lightning strike sparked the fire. According to Sanders County Wildland Fire Information, the fire tripled in size in 48 hours and was estimated at 1,000 acres on July 29 with 0% containment.

Comet Neowise in the Sky

Comet C/2020 F3 (NEOWISE) streaked across the evening and early morning sky for
most of July, with prime viewing times against a dark sky between 2 a.m. and 4 a.m.
Resembling a star with a glowing tail, NEOWISE is a chunk of icy and sooty rock roughly
three miles wide that has been wandering the solar system for more than 4 billion years,
according to NASA. The tail is a result of illuminated dust and ionized gases that are vaporized from
the comet’s surface as it nears the sun. Comet NEOWISE was closest to Earth on July 22 and 23,
2020. It will be another 6,000 years before comet Neowise revisits the inner solar system. On the
evening of July 14, many in Montana witnessed geomagnetic storms or solar winds in the Earth’s
atmosphere as the Aurora Borealis along with the comet in the sky.
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Montana Residents Respond to Racism

L

ast month, Black Lives Matter (BLM)
protests in Whitefish, Montana made the
national spotlight. On June 3, a group of
protestors, many of them teens, were accosted by 51-year-old Jay Snowden, who yelled
extremities at them. Video of this interaction
went viral.
In one powerful moment, Snowden moved
within inches from the face of 28-year-old
Samantha Francine. In response, Francine
simply lifted her sunglasses and stared at
Snowden calmly in the eyes. Protestors
around her chanted “peaceful” in response.
Within minutes police showed up to escort
Snowden away and he was charged with disorderly conduct.
“I knew my life was going to change. I was
never going to be the same girl I was before
that moment,” Francine says.
A bystander with a cell phone captured the
entire incident and the video quickly gained
thousands (now millions) of views online,
and Francine was featured on major news
networks to speak about the pivotal moment.
“I’ve grown as a person and found new
confidence in myself especially as an African American woman,” Francine says. “If I
hadn’t done what I did, I wouldn’t have got
to where I am today and I want to keep paying that forward.” Francine says her actions
were prompted by what her father once told
her: look at your oppressor in the eyes so they
have to acknowledge you’re human.
The June 3 incident again shines light on
the complexities of anti-racism work in the
Flathead Valley, where a large majority of
residents identify as white. Francine explains
that the death of George Floyd and the implications of the resulting protests have put
many who call Montana home out of their
comfort zones.
“There’s a lot of growing pains right now,
and I think everyone is really feeling it,”
Francine elaborates. “Some are embracing it,
and some are fighting it.”
Francine’s limelight prompted her to move
away from protesting and towards organization. She is working to start “Ignite,” a group
that will focus on anti-racism education in
the Flathead Valley and that seeks to enhance
conversations about various forms of oppression, meet with community leaders, and plan
more demonstrations.
“Unity of the community is at the forefront,” she says.
“This valley is beautiful and should be respected and kept sacred, but to make people
of color or anyone that’s different feel on the
outside of that – I don’t want to see that anymore,” Francine adds.
Francine attributes the difficulty of tackling anti-racism in the Flathead Valley to a
lack of minority presence, explaining, “Even
if it’s on a different scale, racism still happens
here.”
This is not the first time Whitefish has made
national headlines over racial matters. Richard Spencer, a white nationalist leader, held
part-time residence in the town until recently
and Nazi
propaganda
has turned
up at local
businesses.
White supremacists
threatened
an armed
march from

late 2016 to 2017, spurring anti-extremist activism in the community. The Daily Stormer,
a neo-Nazi website, targeted Whitefish businesses and individuals with online harassment in 2017. The publisher of the website
was later successfully sued by a Whitefish
woman who was harassed by the site.
Loves Lives Here, an affiliate to the Montana Human Rights Network and the only
stand-alone anti-discrimination organization
in the Flathead, was founded in 2010 to resist
a local white supremacist movement that was
showing Holocaust denial films at the library.
Cherilyn DeVries, an organizer with Love
Lives Here, says the Flathead Valley has developed a unique reputation in Montana as a
haven for extremism due to Richard Spencer
and others encouraging racism.
“It’s a different scene up here in the Flathead,” DeVries says.
DeVries remarks upon a “chilling effect”
over anti-racism conversations held in the
Flathead. She points to a June 6 BLM rally
held in Kalispell at Depot Park that resulted
in armed militia members counter-protesting.
The BLM rally was organized by local teenagers.
“We’ve heard stories of threats and intimidation to BLM supporters [that] have not
been told because they are being told they
should just leave Montana,” DeVries says.
She elaborates that people are understandably
afraid for their jobs and for their personal
safety should they come forward.
DeVries says that while Love Lives Here
has provided exterior support to activists, it
has not done any official BLM organizing in
the area.
“We saw really good organizers doing
amazing work and we don’t want to take
credit,” DeVries says.
The lack of organizational presence in the
Flathead has inspired different people to respond in different ways. While some support
protestors, attend events and speak to elected
officials, others are getting more creative. After 19-year-old Kavi Fix was unable to attend
the Depot Park protest, he decided to take a
unique approach.
“It’s easy to ignore real world issues when
you live in a small town,” Fix says. “Something as big as this civil rights moment, I
wanted to make sure Kalispell and Montana
were not left out of the conversation.”
With the support of his mother and friends,
Fix spearheaded the erection of a Black Lives
Matter billboard south of Kalispell. Within a
few days, however, the sign was vandalized
by paintball guns. In response, a GoFundMe
page was started to help restore the billboard
and a new vinyl sign was assembled a week
later.
“I saw an outpouring of people from this
community donate and help, and it’ll be up
for the rest of the summer,” Fix says. “I felt
this was the best way to have my voice not
only heard but bring awareness to injustice.”
Fix says in Kalispell it can be easy for
some to ignore the problems that only affect
a small minority, but he’ll continue to do
what he can to elevate conversations of race
and systematic injustices in Kalispell and the
Flathead Valley.
Fix says he has hope for improved race
relations in his community, “I’ll continue planning on how to make tomorrow a
brighter day.” E
—Geneva Zoltek
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MONTANA VOICE
A Great State of Infection

P

eople are wondering how it happened.
Only a month or so ago Montana was
being lauded nationally as a state
where an early shut down had kept our
rates of coronavirus disease and death at
the very bottom of the list of states.
Now, as of last week, the Centers for Disease Control have listed Montana as a “high
risk” state – meaning “states where the sevenday moving average of daily new COVID-19
cases is 10 or more per 100,000 persons” –
and “requiring a Individuals traveling from
high-risk states after essential travel or arriving in the District [Washington, D.C.] for essential travel are required to self-monitor for
symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days and, if
they show signs or experience symptoms of
COVID-19 ...self-quarantine and seek medical advice or testing.”
How did it happen? In one simple phrase,
“asshole tourists.” Any Montanan not living in
a cave right now knows the highways, stores,
restaurants, bars, gas stations, parks and fishing access sites are flooded with out-of-state
license plates. And no, they’re not from places
that have low infection rates, they’re from
Florida, Texas, California, Oregon, Washington, Arizona, Utah and many of the other
states on the CDC’s “high risk” list.
The grim statistics speak for themselves –
as does Montana’s appearance on that list of
states with unacceptably high and growing
rates of infection, disease, and death from
coronavirus. That President Trump is undeniably to blame for his horrific failure to meet
the challenge of containing the pandemic is no
particular comfort.
The virus doesn’t care to what political party you belong, cares even less about Trump’s
dubious re-election chances, and cares not at
all about “re-opening the economy” – which
is obviously not happening. In fact, thanks to
the historic failure of this president and his
sorry administration, where nepotism puts
his wholly unqualified relatives in critical positions as “senior advisors,” it looks like the
United States is going to have to lock down
completely again if there is any slight hope of
reining in the out-of-control pandemic.
On a recent trip to a tiny marina on Georgetown Lake, the sole employee put it bluntly.
“We are overrun with Californians that come
into the store and they’re not wearing masks,
they’re not social distancing, and they’re

Montanans are famous for their hospitality,
generosity, and kindness. But if that means
we have to risk death and disease from
foolish visitors – especially from states
literally soaked in coronavirus infection – it’s
time to change our tune from “Welcome to
the Big Sky State” to “Tourists go home!”
coughing and sneezing.” The employee, a
woman in her 40s, was wearing a mask in an
attempt to protect herself from the foolish, inconsiderate, potentially fatal customers whose
dollars will not pay for a fraction of the disease
and death they are unconscionably spreading.
Later that day, her words were proven true
when two rigs with Utah plates pulled up to the
one opening in the fence that has steps leading
down to a tiny public access site on miniscule
Echo Lake. Prior to their arrival, the seven or
eight cars and trucks parked there had Montana plates and, being Montanans and used to
taking care of themselves and each other, they
were careful about social distancing.
Not the Utahns. They backed up, completely blocking the opening so anyone coming or
going to the lake – including those who may
have had kayaks or canoes and needed to use
the steps down the steep hillside – were required to walk through the Utah herd of adults
and kids, none of whom were wearing masks
or even appeared to be slightly cognizant of
their idiocy or the incredible inconsideration
for others, especially when the others are our
fellow Montanans.
Montanans are famous for their hospitality,
generosity, and kindness. But if that means
we have to risk death and disease from foolish visitors – especially from states literally
soaked in coronavirus infection – it’s time to
change our tune from “Welcome to the Big
Sky State” to “Tourists go home!” None of us
can tell if these inconsiderate fools are asymptomatic “super spreaders” or coughing, sneezing, infected victims of the worst pandemic in
a century. And you know, dying for dollars just
isn’t worth it – and I want to keep my fellow
Montanans alive and well. E
—George Ochenski

BYGONE DAYS

Bygone Days are compiled from archives of Montana newspapers. Current
years featured are 1896, 1936 and 1961.
For daily Bygone Days, follow online at:
@MontanaPress on Facebook.
Anaconda Standard
August 2, 1896

“The poor little brown bear that was
brought over from Quiglew a few months
ago was given quarters at the Anaconda
park. One night not long ago he disappeared and nothing definite has been heard
from him since. Jack Onarheim thinks some
one stole the cub or that he wandered away
into the underbrush. Hunting parties that
were organized at once to scour the woods
of the park, however, found no trace of him.
Another version of what became of bruin is
that told by a big can which has been seen
in a secluded bunch of bushes west of the
park grounds. Alongside the can there are
the remnants of a fire and close by there are
some bones picked white and clean. The
night that the little brown bear disappeared
the hoboes held a convention around this
spot, and it is generally supposed that the
meeting was called to discuss the remains
of the Union hotel pet.”
Big Timber Pioneer
August 6, 1896
“The ladies who ride wheels and dress
like men have become so numerous and
attracted so much attention from the thousands that throng the athletic course for the
past few days that the other ladies have remonstrated, and Manager Tipton has found
it necessary to adopt, what to some may be
characterized as a drastic measure to abate
the nuisance. Two bloomer girls were all
that were seen at the track on the opening
day, but they enjoyed themselves to such an
extent and attracted so much attention that
others of their class were quick to follow
their example, and the next day bloomers
met the eye in every direction from the
grand stand. They were of all shapes and
kinds, but they were worn by all classes of
girls. Some of the girls wore black stockings and low shoes and others wore high
boots. The wearers took full advantage of
the freedom which the costumes gave them
and selected locations for posing where
they could be seen by everyone. The men
did not mind it, but the ladies objected to
the costumes, and Manager Tipton cudgeled
his brain for some solution of the problem
that confronted him. He at first thought of
stationing a man at the gate to measure the
bloomers and admit only the wearers of
those that were of modest dimensions, but
on account of the great difficulty of securing a man for the position, who would remain at his post, this plan had to be abandoned. As the only feasible way out of the
difficulty Mr. Tipton then promulgated the
following rule: ‘Any man or woman who
dresses as a man, bloomers included, must
pay an admission of $1 to the track. There
will be no more free days for the bloomer
girls.’ There is nothing of a josh about this
order, and it will be strictly enforced hereafter. The fact that it is the first time any such
an order has been made on any race track in
American cuts no ice with Mr. Tipton. He
is a man of ideas and believes in keeping
right up with the times in everything, if not
ahead of them.”

Thompson Falls Weekly Montanian
August 15, 1896

“Montana had a man-woman not long
since and now Butler county Kansas has a
case somewhat similar. An old soldier who
had fought in many battles of the war 30
years ago, died a few days ago. When the
body was being prepared for burial, the discovery was made that it was that of a woman. It seems strange that a secret of this kind
could have been kept for so long and under
such circumstances.”
“Missoula is a scene of wild excitement
tonight. A band of robbers camped on Grant
creek, a few miles west of the city, yesterday stole several articles from a rancher living near the mouth of the creek. An officer
went out today and succeeded in arresting
one man out of four and one woman in the
gang, who are traveling with the wagon
team. The three men came into the city this
evening. When passing Judge Logan’s office, he went out into the street, jumped into
the wagon and told them they were his prisoners. One of them grabbed the Winchester
from the bottom of the wagon and drove
the judge away at the point of the gun. The
whip was put to the horses, and the gang
started westward. They were pursued by
Fire Chief Mentroum and Policeman Larson, in the chief’s wagon, which was called
into service. Behind them came the Sheriff and several deputies, and other citizens,
as soon as they could get rigs ready. Two
miles west of the city they were overtaken
by the chief and the policeman. The robbers
fired nine shots at close range from Winchester rifles without effect. The sheriff’s
posse coming up, the firing was repeated
by the gang. the officers retreated and hurried to the city. A posse is being organized,
and will give chase. It is claimed that the
robbers have untold quantities of stolen
goods at grant Creek... Reinforcements are
going out every our and people who know
the country say the robbers cannot escape.
Should a meeting take place tonight blood
will be shed.”

Butte Montana Standard
August 18, 1936
“Quake Finder Is Set Up at Mines School.
Major earthquakes anywhere on the globe,
and minor shocks anywhere in the United
States will now be recorded at Montana
School of Mines, seismograph laboratory,
according to Dr. George L. Shue, head of the
physics department. By placing in operation
a Wood-Anderson seismometer, an instrument for measuring the distance, duration
and force of earthquakes, Montana School
of Mines has become a seismological station co-operating in the program of the U.S.
Coast and Geodetic Survey and has been
installed under the direction of Dr. Shue in
a room especially designed for the instrument, in the metallurgy building. The instrument stands on a concrete pier anchored
on the rock beneath the metallurgy building
and completely separated from the floor so
that vibrations in the building will not affect
it. The instrument itself consists principally
of a small copper plate suspended, on one
edge, but a tungsten wire of such fineness
as to be almost invisible to the naked eye.
Earth shocks cause the copper plate to rotate about the wire. The motions of the plate
are recorded photographically, on a rotating
drum controlled by a time clock. Seismograms, or records of earth tremors, will be
available at the end of each 24-hour period.
The Wood-Anderson seismometer, according to Dr. Shue, is especially sensitive to
distant shocks and will record, graphically,
earthquakes occurring thousands of miles
distant.”
Dillon Examiner
August 18, 1936
“Motorist Crashes Into Postoffice, Taking Front Wall With Him… Late one evening recently, the outer door of the Philipsburg postoffice was securely locked and
Postmaster Allen McKenzie was fastening
the mail bags for the early morning mail,
when a thud and crash shook the building.
Mr. McKenzie cautiously stuck his head
through the delivery window and shouted
to the bewildered driver at the wheel of a
new automobile parked halfway inside
the office: ‘Say, do you think this is a garage?’ The driver, whom he recognized as
a resident of the lower valley, lowered the
window of the car, with the front of the
postoffice wrapped around it, and dodging
form fragments of the large front plate glass
window still falling over the top, tipped his
hat in apology. Investigation revealed that
the intruder had driven his new car to town,
intending to park it in front of the postoffice.
The car was of different mechanism than
the old. Instead of pushing on the brake,
the driver had stepped on the gas, and the
car instantly plowed through the front brick
wall of the building, taking window and all
in its path. Man and car made the trip without a scratch...”
The Helena Independent Record
August 25, 1961
“Off-Duty Firefighters Have Hot Time
in Missoula Bars. Missoula (AP) Police
say every available officer will be on duty
this weekend to halt drunken disturbances
in North Missoula bars. Firefighters coming
into Missoula for ‘fire water in their offduty hours have been taxing the city’s jail,
police said. Street scuffles, shootings and
a stabbing placed a serious tone to the disturbances. Police admittedly were at a loss
what to do this weekend when the Forest
Service expects to release about 900 men
in the Missoula area. “I hate to see it,” said

one officer. Police Thursday said they had
arrested more than 250 drunks in the North
End of the city in less than two weeks they
expect to make more arrests this weekend.
One firefighter was stabbed in a scuffle with
another man. Another drunk, police said,
shot off a revolver. The slug hit man in the
leg. Both were minor wounds and the men
were released from a Missoula hospital after short stays... Missoula’s North End, near
the railway tracks, has been the trouble spot.
The area has about 15 bars and taverns.
Missoula’s city jail, comprised of six small
cells, has held up to 52 drunks. The County
jail can hold possibly 30 more.”
The Dillon Tribune
August 28, 1961
“Dillon Tree House Is Subject of Vociferous Debate Among Friends of Dr. Juergens—Sympathy For Wife. Frequently
pictures of tree houses appear in publications all over the world. Recently the Daily
Tribune showed one in England. Why a tree
house should cause so much interest to humans is probably further proof of Darwin’s
theory that man is descended from a monkey. Regarding the Juergen’s tree house at
104 N. Atlantic St., the doctor’s friends...
are in a bitter controversy with two schools
of thought. One school argues that the tree
house is a fallout shelter for underground
bombs while the other school is just as
vociferous in reasoning that it is the new
lodge of Poorman’s Rotary. The boys at the
Andrus say it’s the doctor’s new space library.. Neighbors say it is a launching pad
for supersonic trips to the hospital on birth
calls. Friends of the doctor’s lovely wife
‘Pat’ have expressed sympathy for the extra worry the doctor is undoubtedly causing
her. The boyish propensity of the doctor
for getting into trouble while being a pal to
his children and trying to emulate their antics has already caused him to break a leg
while learning to ski. Kids delight in climbing trees and the above house is an invitation for the doctor to race his youngsters to
see which can get there first. Any day she
expects to see him come crashing to the
ground with dire results.”
The Helena Independent Record
August 30, 1961
“’Big Sky Country’ Is Montana’s Pitch
for 1962. ‘Montana, the Big Sky Country.’
This will be the theme of 1962 tourist lures
to be cast by the Treasure State. Its use was
approved by the Highway Commission
Tuesday after Advertising Director Jack
Hallowell promised the long-used and popular ‘Land of the Shining Mountains’ theme
would not be abandoned. Hallowell said
tests show ‘a lot of appeal’ in the Big Sky
theme adapted from the book of the same
name by A.B. Guthrie of Great Falls.” E
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UNSOLVED MONTANA
Livingston Mystery: Who Killed Hallie Ganje?

S

unday, May 18, 1991. At approximately
12:15 a.m., sixteen-year-old Hallie
Ganje sat at the banks of the Yellowstone
River in Livingston near the Ninth Street
Bridge. She unzipped her black and white
striped handbag and yanked out a cigarette, lit
it and puffed a drag in the blackness.
Hallie’s purse contained her McDonald’s
work uniform, an assortment of cosmetics, a
few photographs of herself and her friends,
and, given that she was noted as the “DJ”
among her friends, about a dozen cassette
tapes. Tucked in one pouch was a Greyhound
bus ticket in her name for an upcoming trip to
Oregon, where she planned to visit a friend.
She smoked one cigarette down to the base,
and then another. A cluster of flicked Marlboro
Reds – her favorite – encircled the bench
where she perched.
She sat in the darkness for many minutes,
perhaps self-interrogating her life in sober
and calculated tones. Inexplicably, she had
just abruptly walked away from a party a
few blocks away. Following an argument,
her sunny mood went into eclipse. Hallie was
known to sink occasionally into a crestfallen
disposition, so perhaps a walk in the night air
would improve her frame of mind, soften her
mood.
Only Hallie could’ve known what Hallie
she felt, saw, or heard that night. She would
certainly have paid attention to the furious
interplay of the Yellowstone River, however,
perhaps with something akin to fright, for she
harbored a terrible fear of water.
Ten months later, a Livingston area rancher
spotted a skeleton among debris deposited on
an island in the Yellowstone River. Through
dental records, forensics identified the young
woman’s remains as 16-year-old Hallie
Lynette Ganje. The condition of the skeleton,
according to the Yellowstone County Coroner,
appeared consistent with the remains of
someone who had been in the river for about
a year.

If all of the mysteries of Hallie
Ganje were laid end-to-end, there
would be no end. Why did she
leave the party so abruptly? Was
she planning to meet someone
at the bridge? Did that someone
kill Hallie and toss her in the
river? Or did Hallie, who could be
desperately insecure and had
a penchant for depression,
end her own life in a fit of
anger or anguish?

The Final Nights of Hallie Ganje
The story of the end of Hallie Ganje’s life
overlaps with a party at the family home of
Chris Gilberg on Ninth Street Island. While
Chris’s parents were on vacation, Chris
decided to throw a massive, multi-day event.
All he needed was an abundance of booze and
a quantity of bodies to show up and consume it.
He succeeded on both counts.
“Chris was a loner, a very strange guy,”
says David Story, who arranged the party from
which Hallie Ganje left minutes before she
died. “I didn’t know him before the party. He
came into my workplace and he asked me to
throw it, because he knew that I was popular.”
According to Story, who was 21 at the time,
the party kicked off sometime Friday evening
and after a raging, alcohol-saturated Saturday
night, cooled down by Sunday afternoon.
“We invited a ton of people over to their
house,” says Story, a native of California who
now lives in Colorado. “There had to have been
50 or 60 people there over a two or three-day
weekend. On Saturday afternoon, my friends
were going out on a beer run, because we were
running out of alcohol. When they returned,
there were two girls with them, and one of
them was Hallie Ganje. They had a bunch
of alcohol to unload from the vehicle. Hallie
donated $100 to the beer run.”
It was the underage Ganje, “a lightweight”
drinker compared to her friends, who helped
stoke the party at the house.
Hallie cut a striking and rebellious figure,
her blonde hair fixed upwards, wrapped in
the hairspray-drenched style characteristic
of the Eighties. She had green eyes and wore
heavy black eyeliner, reinforcing one of her
friend’s descriptions of Hallie as “the type of
teenager who wouldn’t leave the house without
makeup.” She was “absolutely beautiful,”
according to some, yet she didn’t believe it.
Her compulsion about her looks was a form of
undoing.
“Hallie was friendly, shy, a really pretty
girl,” says Story of the teenager. “We had a
relationship for two days, or however long the
party was. I considered her my ‘girlfriend.’”
David Story concedes that from the start of
the investigation into Hallie’s death, he was
considered one of the top suspects. Almost
thirty years later, he admits that his recollection
of Hallie’s final night is murky and at places
inconsistent. But he adamantly maintains that
he has no knowledge as to how, when, or why
she died.

A Fractured Evening
Jessica Brewer was the friend who attended
the party with Hallie. Following Brewer’s
recollections, along with Story’s memories
from the weekend, a timeline of events
emerges. Considering the mind-altering
substances that were used over the weekend,
it is not surprings that accounts vary about
exactly what may have happened next.
According to Brewer and Story, the party
may well have coincided with Hallie’s first day
of work at the local McDonald’s. She might
have even come over to the party wearing
a McDonald’s uniform or she might have
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changed out of it in the car on the way to the
house. She was drinking heavily on Saturday
night and though she wasn’t taking heavy
drugs or hallucinogenics, she was probably
smoking some marijuana.
Sometime on Sunday night, there was an
argument acknowledged by Jessica Brewer
(Story doesn’t recall it, but he doesn’t deny
that it could have happened) between Hallie
and a local teenager, someone whom she
“might have (previously) fooled around
with,” by the name of James Hayes.
According to Brewer and police
statements made by witnesses, James Hayes
and his brother Joshua showed up uninvited
to the Ninth Street Island party and there was
strife, shouting, and at one point, a prolonged
confrontation between the two or perhaps
even three of the Hayes brothers and Hallie
and David Story.
At one point, James and Joshua Hayes,
“rough and loud party boys with not a good
reputation,” according to one witness, “rifled
through Hallie’s personal belongings” and
“she demanded that the brothers leave.” The
altercation ended with the brothers storming
out in a huff and Hallie weeping, according
to Brewer.
The altercation upset Hallie.
“She was crying and talking about what
an asshole James Hayes was,” says Brewer.
“She decided to walk to her sister’s house
on Ninth Street. I stayed there at the [party]
house, and that was the last time I’d seen
her.”
The evening has haunted Brewer ever since.
“It’s scary. There is a dark scariness here in
Livingston,” Brewer says.
After the fight ended, Hallie either stayed a
few more hours with David Story (according
to his account), or a distraught Hallie left at
some point afterwards (according to Jessica
Brewer). Per available police reports, Brewer
said that she “walked with Hallie to the Ninth
Street Bridge,” though Brewer denies ever
making such a statement.
Later that night, Story says he offered
Hallie a ride home– probably about 9 p.m. he
estimates – but she would not accept it. He
needed to be at work the following morning at
9 a.m. at Western Drug, and wanted to get as
much sleep as possible.
“I told her, I’m not getting up at 6:30 in the
morning to drive you home before I have to go
to work,” says Story. “She was so adamantly
against it [leaving the party]. She lived about
45 minutes away, somewhere near Pray, I
think.”
At about midnight, Hallie jiggled Story
from a cold, silent sleep. She might have had a
few beers between 9 p.m. and midnight, says
Story, or she could have been sitting there in
the corner watching him sleep for a few hours.
According to Story, Hallie agitatedly told
him that she had an aunt who lived “right
across the bridge on Ninth Street.” He says he
strongly resisted being awakened. But Hallie
needed to leave without delay and she would
stay nowhere else but at her aunt’s house.
Annoyed, Story said that he snappishly bade
her farewell. Hallie scribbled down her phone
number on a scrap of paper, Story says, and

vanished from the room.
On Monday morning, Story says he left
the house to start work at Western Drug. He
walked through the house, past Chris Gilberg,
the party host, who was sleeping on a couch,
and surveyed the cumulative damage from the
weekend of revelry.
“I thought, my god, these people are going
to sue me for their house! It was trashed. It
was an expensive, fancy house. I was worried
about that house that everyone had utterly
destroyed. They must have had to work two
days to have to clean that. I never returned to
the house, or saw the kid, Chris, again.”
As it turned out, Hallie had lied to her
parents and said she was planning to spend
Saturday and Sunday night at the home of her
friend, Amber Stringfellow. When she didn’t
return home Monday, Hallie was reported
missing by her mother, Cheryl Standish.
Hallie never showed up for work at
McDonald’s, and a check her mother had
given her for $10 for either lunch or to pay for
her uniform shirt, Hallie had altered to $100 to
spend on alcohol.

Hallie’s Shadow Side
A very different, far darker world emerges
when viewing Hallie from the descriptions of
those who knew her at 16: a young woman full
of self-contempt, distrust, secrets, doom, and
terrible sadness.
Initially, authorities suspected that Hallie
might have run away to Casper, Wyoming,
with a friend named Ricky Pollock, a
struggling drug addict employed as a cook at a
popular café and biker bar.

“Police immediately said that she was only
a 16-year-old troubled runaway and they
just wrote her off,” says her friend Sunshine
Zumwalt. “They gave up on her immediately –
within a day it seemed. They said that she had
problems and that she ran away with Ricky
Pollock. It’s a terrible shame on them.”
Pollock says that he remembers “FBI guys
surrounding me at work before she was found.”
“She wore good-looking short miniskirts
and I think she liked the attention,” says
Ricky Pollock, now 51, living in Bozeman.
“I wouldn’t say that she was an airhead. She
was very naïve, and the naiveté and the short
miniskirts probably didn’t help, but I don’t
know. At the time of her death, I was doing
drugs, mostly meth, and I had to get away from
Livingston to get off of it, to recover. After she
was missing, I heard that she was going to my
house. Livingston cops and her mom said that.
We kind of went out, and she kind of was my
girlfriend, I guess.”
A pattern in Hallie’s young life is that she
frequently partied and drank with older guys,
like Pollock, like Story, people even ten
years or more her senior. Misconceived male
attentions appeared to have been the dominant
theme of her self-therapy.
Born November 15, 1974, the daughter of
Kenneth Zellmer and Cheryl Standish, Hallie
had some minor encounters with the local
authorities, including a summons for being a
minor in possession of alcohol. She grew up
in the Pine Creek area in Paradise Valley south
of Livingston and attended junior high and
high school in Livingston. For lack of options,
she spent a lot of time after high school at the
bowling alley – the quintessential small town
hangout. Her weekends were spent playing
video games and pool and shrugging off the
hours with her friends.
Some of Hallie’s friends partied thunderously.
She tried marijuana but mostly stuck to casual
underage drinking. She hung around older
boys – men, really – the type who even in
their 20s and even 30s saw nothing wrong
in their relationships with teenage girls like
Hallie. Indeed, Hallie’s lack of self-confidence
often drove her to make questionable choices,
such as exchanging fawning letters with a
convicted murderer named Richie Allen Ayers.
Hallie told her friends that she didn’t believe
that Ayers, convicted in 1991 of raping and
murdering a Livingston woman, was guilty,
and that he should not have been sent to prison.
“Hallie was an extremely insecure person,”
says friend Sunshine Zumwalt. “She was
very eager to please, very young, very easily
led… She was insecure, and she would bring
her hand up in front of her face to talk, hiding
behind it. She was meek. Not a spunky girl.
Very, very shy. I can’t think of anything that
would make anyone want to hurt her.”
Hallie’s family was left with a humbling
dearth of clues as to what had happened to
her: the handbag found next to the Ninth Street
Island Bridge, a bench with (according to
police reports) “two sets of footprints” and “a
circle of cigarette butts.”
While her relationship with men was often
somewhat predatory with her as prey, Hallie
was fortunate to have a number of authentic
friendships with female peers. One of them
was Anita Hughes. Hallie moved in with Anita
and her family when the two were junior high
school students.
“She was funny and that was part of who
she was,” says Anita Hughes. “She would be
airheaded a lot and make us laugh because
she would say off-the-wall things. But what
surprised me about her was that she had
trophies for winning spelling bees and that
kind of stuff. Whenever we were outside, she
always kept her hand in front of her face when

Hallie Ganje was found in the
Yellowstone River in March
1992, and pronounced dead by
Park County coroner Albert C.
Jenkins at 12:32 p.m. on March
3. The immediate cause of
death was listed as “unknown”
by coroner Al Jenkins.

she smiled and laughed. She kept her hands in
her sleeves and her hand up in front of her face.
She thought that her nose was big and that she
had an ugly smile. She did not! She had pretty
green eyes.
Still, Hughes says, “She wouldn’t leave the
house without makeup. She didn’t like her
picture taken.”
“My picture and the bus ticket were there in
the handbag (left behind at the bridge),” adds
Anita, who left Montana for Oregon in 1990.
“At first her mom thought that she had run
away… The things I heard about her afterwards
were bullshit. I know that she was shy with her
body, that she didn’t think that she was pretty.
Before she died, she couldn’t wait to come to
Oregon and [for us] to see one another.”

The Aftermath
According to David Story, he worked
at Western Drug from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Monday, May 19, 1991, and at 6:15 p.m. he
walked into the Livingston Police department
and wrote and signed a statement. He was
asked to come to the station to help find the
missing girl. There he filed a deposition and
was on his way home in a matter of minutes.
“That’s when her mom said that Hallie didn’t
have an aunt living off of Ninth Street,” says
Story. “She stole and forged a check, and she
never showed up to her first day of work, and
she lied about visiting her aunt. This was never
a murder case. Mom was matter-of-fact that
she killed herself. The cigarette butts identified
as hers were found near the bench, and there
was no doubt that she was at that bench.
“I wrote out a small paragraph and a half of a
statement. Being the last person who was with
her in a boyfriend-girlfriend way, you would
think that they would want more information.
But, no, for some reason, those 10 minutes that
I was in the police station many, many years
ago were enough.”
It is true that Hallie was having difficulties in
her home life, even seeking legal emancipation
from her parents. Her friends said that she
frequently “couch surfed for weeks on end.”
Hallie’s intended destination that night, if she
had one, was most likely the home of Amber
Stringfellow, who lived nearby on Eighth
Street. Amber had been grounded by her
parents, and she couldn’t attend the party at
the Island, though her mother agreed to allow

Hallie to stay with them that night. On Sunday
morning, Amber and Hallie talked on the
telephone for several minutes.
They would never speak again.
Ten months later, Hallie Ganje was found in
the Yellowstone River and pronounced dead
by Park County coroner Albert C. Jenkins at
12:32 p.m. on March 3, 1992. The immediate
cause of death was listed as “unknown” by
Jenkins.
From the time she vanished, many of Hallie’s
friends and family reacted with suspicion. Why
would the intensely private Hallie dump out a
bag with all of her personal belongings next to
the river on the ground? Weren’t the scattered
cigarette butts a hint that she was obviously
waiting for someone?
“I think that the police thought that she just
ran away and they didn’t look at the river,”
says Hallie’s half-sister Angel Colman. “They
treated her as a runaway. Nine months later,
they found her. There were people who would
say that they saw her in different places, like at
the mall. There’s not a lot of faith in the police
here. They didn’t even listen to my mom, who
immediately thought that she was in the river.
They just blew her off about that.”
Some of Hallie’s friends and family were
still convinced that Hallie was murdered.
Nearly thirty years later, the question still
elicits the same reaction.
“I taught her how to doggie paddle when
she was about 15,” says her friend Amber
Stringfellow. “She was absolutely terrified
of water. Never would she have gone in the
water!”
“She didn’t like water because she didn’t
like to get her hair wet or her makeup to come
off,” says friend Anita Hughes. “She wouldn’t
let anything go above her shoulders. She and I
played in the water before. But she was afraid
of the river because it could get wild certain
times of the year. Somebody killed her. It never
added up. It wasn’t her to kill herself.”
Hallie’s plans to visit Hughes in Oregon
always remained as evidence in her friend’s
mind that Hallie’s thinking at the time of her
death was level-headed and clear and even
optimistic.
“She was planning on coming out to see my
daughter, who was one month old. We talked
every week and would write each other every
day... What people said doesn’t match up to
her.”
No arrests were ever made in connection
with the death of Hallie Ganje. Yet according to
an email exchange between former Livingston
Police Captain Eric Severson and one of
Hallie’s friends, over the years the Livingston
police re-interviewed James Hayes, who was
involved in the argument with Hallie before
her death.
As stated in the email exchange, “There
is no doubt that James Hayes killed Hallie
Ganje,” wrote Captain Severson. “He did it.
He was the one to have gone after.”

James Hayes jumped to his death from
a bridge over a river on May 28, 2005, in
Missouri. One of his siblings, Joshua Hayes,
who allegedly caused the disturbance at the
party, has an arrest record that includes charges
of theft, domestic battery and aggravated
assault for menacing a woman with a loaded
handgun. According to available public
records, at one point in the mid-1990s, James,
Joshua, and their younger brother Brian Hayes
were all on intense probation simultaneously in
Park County. Their father, a convicted violent
and drug offender, James Richard Hayes, died
February 4, 2018.
David Story says that his initial impression
of what might have happened to Hallie was
informed by the Livingston police and some
members of Hallie’s family.
“At the time, “The police painted this
picture,” says Story. “So, here’s a girl, she
didn’t show up to work, was having problems
with her family, had emotional problems, was
worried, sitting by the bridge, with no one to
give her a ride home. She stole money from
her mom. She had all of this baggage I didn’t
know about. She barely spoke three words to
me from the time I met her.”
Story saved a copy of his initial police
statement. In it he avows that he wasn’t the
final person to see Hallie before she left the
house party, that it was Chris Gilberg, the party
host.
“If something happened, if Hallie left,
she must have walked past Chris, who was
sleeping on the couch, who had called it as his
place to sleep. Chris must be involved in some
way with the suspicion of Hallie Ganje going
missing. Originally, he said that she walked by,
and she said goodbye to him, and she left. He
called me at Western Drug, he said that he saw
Hallie, and he spoke to her; and then said he
never saw her leave… wrote a police report,
and I never heard a thing about it until about
ten years ago.
“A cop from Livingston called who said that
he was looking through several old cases, said
that he was trying to get a new perspective on
them. He never said cold case. Up until then,
I’d always assumed that she killed herself.”
Story says that he often attempts to envision
the darkness that engulfed Hallie on that
final night, not just the physical shadows of
the night, but the mental gloom that may her
influenced her mood.
“She had stood there for a while, and she
was probably wondering what she was going
to do… There was evidence that she was
sitting there wondering what to do for three or
four cigarette butts worth of time. Her parents
had problems with Hallie for years, even
committed her to a place… She must have
been under immense shame and guilt. She was
beside herself with depression and sadness,
and she jumped into the Yellowstone River,
and that was the end of it.”
In spite of everything that supports the theory
of Hallie committing suicide, Story says that
there are several conspicuous elements of the
case that have always sowed enough doubt in
his mind that she was guilty of her own death.
Yes, her insecurities rattled and raked her, but
when thinks back, his logic isn’t fixated to
suicide.
“If I had given her a ride home, maybe she
would be here, and everything would be all
right. Or maybe, if I’d have given her a ride
home, we’d both be dead.” E
—Brian D’Ambrosio
Tips or information relevant to the death
of Hallie Ganje may be sent to Park County
Sheriff Brad Bichler at BBichler@parkcounty.
org; Brian D’Ambrosio may be reached at
dambrosiobrian@hotmail.com.
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MONTANA BOOKS
Circling the Globe with Author Amanda Eyre Ward

T

he variety of settings fueling Amanda
Eyre Ward’s compelling fractious
family novels have also helped rescue
the author from her own troubled childhood.
In the author’s world, travel is tonic and
from the Mediterranean to Montana, Ward’s
characters are united in their search to find a
place where they belong.
Ward, a former Missoula resident who
earned an MFA at the University of Montana,
graduated from Williams College in
Massachusetts where she worked part-time at
the Williamstown Public Library.
After spending a year teaching at Athens
College in Greece, she moved to Missoula,
and studied fiction writing with Bill
Kittredge, Dierdre McNamer, Debra Earling,
and Kevin Canty, receiving her MFA.
She then traveled to Egypt and came back
to Missoula to take a job at the University
of Montana Mansfield Library, working in
Inter Library Loan before moving to Texas
with her geologist husband for his work at the
University of Texas.
Ward launched her literary career in
1999 when she won third prize in an Austin
Chronicle short story contest with the entry,
“Miss Montana’s Wedding Day.” A string of
solid bestselling books followed, earning her
critical accliam and commercial success with
each new novel published.
Ward’s love of books and penchant for
travel and adventure continue to propel her
and her readers to exotic and atmospheric
locales.
In Ward’s latest New York Times bestseller,
“The Jetsetters,” 70-year-old Charlotte
Perkins attempts to reconnect with her three
estranged children by subtly coercing them
into a 10-day sea cruise from Athens to
Rome and Barcelona aboard the over-the-top
Splendido Marveloso. Many of the cruise
ship’s best views are internal.
Fellow UM grad (and Pulitzer Prize
winner) Andrew Sean Greer calls Ward’s
latest novel, “The funniest novel that ever
broke your heart.”
“The Jetsetters” is another triumph in
Ward’s now-long writing career. The book
earned recognition from Reese Witherspoon’s
Book Club and is listed as a Hello Sunshine
Book Pick along with being named one
of the “Best Beach Reads of 2020” by
Parade, O: The Oprah Magazine, and Good
Housekeeping.
Her previous novels explore life and
love in such settings as New Orleans (“The
Nearness of You”), San Diego (“The Same
Sky”), her current hometown of Austin,
(“Sleep Toward Heaven”), her birthplace
of New York City (“Close Your Eyes”), her
childhood hometown of Rye, N.Y. (“How to
Be Lost”) and South Africa (“Forgive Me”).
Ward’s short story collection, “Love
Stories in This Town,” takes readers to Maine
and Montana, while the autobiographical
“Forgive Me” takes place in South Africa.
She recently published “The Sober Lush:
A Hedonist’s Guide to Living A Decadent,
Adventurous, Soulful Life - Alcohol Free”
with fellow author Jardine Libaire.
Ward lives in Austin, Texas with her
geologist husband Tip and their children.
She spoke with the Montana Press by phone
from her family’s summer home in Ouray,
Colorado.

Montana Press: How did you acquire your
love of travel?

Amanda Eyre Ward: I grew up on the East

Coast in New York, I went to boarding school
in Connecticut (Kent School) and college
in Massachusetts (Williams College), and I
never left the Eastern Time Zone until my
junior year in college. So during my junior
year, I got on a plane from Albany to Nairobi;
I spent a year in Kenya, and it was about as
far away as I could go. I arrived in Nairobi
and my world exploded, and I just thought,
oh my God, I’ve got to go everywhere! In
years since, I’ve been trying to go anywhere I
possibly could at any time.

MP: One of your earliest adventures was your
move to Missoula to study writing at UM.
How did that come about?

Ward: I was enamored with the writings of

Raymond Carver and Richard Ford and Bill
Kittridge, so when I decided that I wanted to
study writing, Missoula was my top choice.
I remember I was actually teaching
in Greece when I got the call from Kate
Gadbow saying that I had gotten in and had
gotten a teaching assistantship, and it was my
biggest dream. So I flew home that fall and I
drove to Missoula in an old car and I listened
to Brad Pitt reading Cormac McCarthy’s
“All the Pretty Horses.” I listened to it the
whole way,and when I got to Missoula, I was
the only woman studying fiction my year,
because it was a very male-dominated major.
I thought well, this is exactly where I belong.
I actually wrote for a long time trying to copy
Raymond Carver and Richard Ford, and it
wasn’t until quite late that I started writing
humor, which is a lot more realistic to my
voice.

MP: What was it like to study writing under
some of your literary heroes?

Ward: It was incredible. Debra Earling

(“Perma Red,” “The Lost Journals of
Sacajawea”) taught me so much; she’s still a
really close friend and she gave me the title
to my first novel, “Sleep Toward Heaven.”
I couldn’t figure out a title and she pulled
William Stafford (“Traveling Through the
Dark,” “Even in Quiet Places”) off of the
bookshelf and said, “What about ‘Sleep
Toward Heaven?’” So that ended up being
the title.
Bill Kittridge was absolutely incredible. I
loved the entire experience. I met my husband
there and some of my closest friends still are
from that time. I went to grad school for three
years and then I worked at the University of
Montana Library for the next three years and
I’d love to go back. I loved it.

MP: Many librarians would love to be

authors. How was book-herding for you?

Ward: I was a librarian in college. I had a

scholarship and a job, and then I backed my
car into another student’s car and got another
job as a librarian on the weekends at the local
library. I continually worked as a librarian,
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and probably will again someday. My first
two books (“Sleep Toward Heaven,” “Love
Stories in This Town”) had librarians as the
main character, and then my agent said, “It’s
time to find a new job.”

MP: You met your husband Tip at a keg party
after, as you put it, you had “dated every
creep in my graduate program.” How did the
magic happen between you two?

Ward: Yeah, all the lower guys in my

program, I had dated them all and we were
all crazy, so it was so nice to meet someone
in a different department. I was living at The
Wilma at the time, and I got Tip to come
back home with me by telling him about
the tunnels under The Wilma. Have you
ever been in the tunnels? They were built,
apparently, for opium running. I don’t know,
but we went down that first night and next
week is our twentieth anniversary, so we owe
it to that night under The Wilma.

MP: How much has your lifestyle fed your
fiction?

Ward: Oh gosh, you know the first thing that

Bill Kittridge taught us was not to write about
ourselves, and all I have done for my entire
career is write about myself. I mean, it’s like
a different costume. It’s always like, what if I
were a gay man on a cruise ship? Or women
living on death row? My first novel [‘Sleep
Towards Heaven”] just has women on death
row and point-of-view characters living on
death row, and I gave them my childhood.
I put myself in these characters, and
my family says it can be kind of jarring
because some of it’s real and some of it’s
not, but the only way I know how to write
is by imagining myself in the body of the
characters, so that’s what I do. They’re
always about me. I remember Bill Kittridge
saying to me, “You’re going to have to make
the main character Chinese or lose an arm.”

You have to do it in some way that’s not like
you. But I never did those things. I’ve kind of
broken all the rules that I was taught there.

MP: Had you taken a cruise before embarking
on “The Jetsetters?”

Ward: No, I had never been on a cruise and

I don’t know that I’d always wanted to. But
one day, I was sitting in my Austin kitchen in
a bathrobe with my loud children on a hot day
and I was flipping through a travel magazine
and saw a picture of a cruise-ship balcony.
I thought, you know, I do not belong in this
hot kitchen in a bathrobe; I belong on that
Mediterranean cruise ship balcony. So I tried
to dream up a story that would get me there.
And talk about supportive family! I said to
my husband, “I need to take a small chunk of
our savings to go on a Mediterranean cruise,”
and he said OK. My husband said he’d rather
be shot than ever go on a cruise. (laughs)
So I took my two oldest boys on a 10-day
Mediterranean cruise, and I took notes the
whole time and took pictures of the carpets
and floors. My son looked at my photos of
floors and light fixtures and said, ‘You know,
if someone found your camera, Mom, they’d
think you were crazy.’ There were very few
actual photos of people. I was very interested
in what the cruise ship was.

MP: And your conclusion?
Ward: They’re crazy. Crazy! A totally

surreal world. I follow all of these cruise
ship entertainers now whom I befriended,
and their lives right now – one of them, this
Colombian cruise-ship director, just got home
– he’s been on a Carnival cruise ship since the
Coronavirus started. There are stories there. A
lot of these guys and the Filipino workers are
just living on these ships that dock in random
places. It’s really unimaginable.

MP: How did your experience find its way
onto the page?

Amanda Eyre Ward

Ward: Oh, I would love to! I

love Missoula. I went back for
the Montana Festival of Books
a few years ago and yeah, I
love it there. The thing is, I’m
sober now and I would have to
do it very differently, because
when I lived in Missoula, I
was in the bars probably 50
percent of my time.
But again, that would make
it a new place for me. That’s
been the fun part of getting
sober. I go to Paris and it’s like
a whole new world, getting
up early in the morning. And
Mexico City and Rome. The
cruise ship was actually my
first sober trip, and it was kind
of like I’m just going to do this
crazy thing with my kids and it
was fun.

MP: How long have you been
off the bottle?

Ward: I have been sober about

Ward: I kept having darker sides to this story.
This book was very hard for me because I
wanted to do humor. I was kind of copying
Andy Greer, because he had done “Less,”
which is this incredible comedic novel, and I
wanted to try to do that. I generally write in
a kind of curt way; I was taught “Don’t tell,
only show” and, in order for these characters
to come alive, my editor really pushed me
to explain where their feelings were coming
from, to describe their childhood. So I took a
long time slowing down.
On the first rewrite, I sent my first chapter
to Andy Greer and I said, ‘This is just so
mournful and sorrowful and overly written,
don’t you think?’ and he wrote me back and
said, ‘It’s the best thing you’ve ever written.
You’re doing Elizabeth Strout (Pulitzer Prize
winner for “Olive Kitteridge”). Keep going.’
(laughs) And I redid this whole book in this
slower way, primarily because Andy thought
I could. And I guess it worked.

MP: You and your husband Tip have lived

in Austin since 1998. Do you still have
wanderlust to move to a different town and
write about it?

Ward: Oh yes, all the time. In fact, that’s all

my husband and I are talking about right now,
because he works for the University of Texas
and he has had to be in his office for the past
18 years, and it looks like this fall, we can
go anywhere we want and work (because of
COVID-19). We’ve been talking about where
we want to go. We also have a TV deal for
“Jetsetters” that has me writing, so I might
even be able to do that without moving to Los
Angeles.
The world is so strange right now. So
I don’t know if we’ll stay in Ouray or try
somewhere else. It’s a fun topic. Both of us
just love traveling. Even when I’m home, I
try to see different parts of Austin that I didn’t
know. You can make your own city very
foreign pretty easily. I just love the foreign, I
guess.

MP: Any chance you’ll return to Montana for

four and a half years, and I
have a book that just came out
about that in June called “The
Sober Lush,” written with my
friend Jardine Libaire. I’ve
always said I’m not the only
Montana writer who has sobered up.

MP: What new destination is at the top of
your wish list?

Ward: I went to this Hawaii writer’s

conference last fall and Kauai is one of
the most incredible places, so I’m kind of
drawn to go back there. I love the books of
Haruki Murakami (“After Dark,” “Kafka
on the Shore”). It’s just almost surreal how
beautiful it is there. So I have the idea of
taking Giovanni from “The Jetsetters” and
write a book called “Giovanni in Hawaii.” I
don’t know what he’s doing there, but maybe
I have to go there to figure it out.

MP: What are you working on now?
Ward: I’m working on a book that’s actually

a thriller. It’s called “The Lifeguards” and
it’s set in Austin. It’s about three moms
whose three 15-year-old sons are lifeguards,
and they find a body on a hiking trail. It’s
sort of moms behaving badly in Austin.
And completely fictional. (laughs) I wrote a
thriller called “Close Your Eyes” a few years
ago and it was fun, so I decided to try to do
it again. I’m very lucky in that my publisher
really supports whatever crazy ideas I come
up with, as evidenced by a cruise ship novel.
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MP: Any chance you’ll ever board a cruise
ship again?

Ward: You know, I’m pretty good at

suspending my knowledge of things.
Some of what you have to do to enjoy a
cruise ship is pretend you don’t know how
bad it is for the environment and how easily
you could sink and what the workers are
being paid to clean your room. For some
reason, I was able to just shove all of that
into the back of my mind and enjoy being
pampered, so I don’t know if it will be on a
cruise ship. I love traveling with my kids, so I
know I’ll be doing more of that.E
—Jay MacDonald

a change of scene?
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T

he statewide Montana
Dino Trail runs across
Montana and consists
of 14 locations from
the Two Medicine
Dinosaur Center in
Bynum to the Carter
County Museum in
Ekalaka. Each location offers a glimpse at the historic
discoveries in the state and provides
visitors with a better understanding
of the giants that once inhabited our
planet. Even though COVID-19 restrictions have in some cases resricted
access to museums and events on
the Dino Trail, the virtual Montana
Dino Trail is always open and ready to
explore online.

mtdinotrail.org

Dinosaurs present the unknown – they
ruled our planet for over 100 million
years, and yet we know so little about
them. Unlike lions, tigers and bears, we
cannot simply drive down to the local
zoo to study these massive creatures.
Rather, we have to take a trip back in
time and – piece by piece – put together
their stories. It is our innate curiosity that has driven us to study these
creatures. In Montana, we are privileged
to host some of the richest dinosaur
fossils, and the state boasts some of
the most important discoveries and
renowned paleontologists.
We have grown up with dinosaurs, seen
the illustrations, visited the museums,
and after a while, all of the remains
(at least of the same species) begin to
look relatively the same. The untrained
eye may begin to question what we can
learn from the 25th Triceratops specimen, but as Dr. John Scanella, the John
R. Horner Curator of Paleontology at the
Museum of the Rockies, once said, “just
because something is old, or familiar, or
common, that doesn’t mean that it has
nothing left to teach us.”

“Big Mike” or MOR 555, a Tyrannosaurus
rex, was discovered in 1988 by Kathy Wonkle
of Angela, Montana and greets you upon
arrival.
In 1990, the specimen was excavated by
the Museum of the Rockies paleontology
crew under the leadership of Curator Jack
Horner (retired). It was accessioned into the
paleontology collections as MOR 555. Using
a mold created directly from the bones, the
skeleton was cast in bronze by Research Casting International of Ontario Canada in 2001,
becoming the first life-size bronze T. rex in
the world.
The cast measures 38 feet in length, stands
15 feet tall, and weighs 10,000 pounds. On
October 3, 2001, the skeleton was dedicated
to the memory of Dr. Michael P. Malone, 10th
President of Montana State University from
1991 to 1999. Big Mike was a gift to Museum
of the Rockies from its National Advisory
Board and friends.
In 2013, the fossil bones used to make the
cast were sent to the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of Natural History thanks to a
50-year loan from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. After the mount was completed, it
was installed in the renovated dinosaur hall
and a grand opening was held at the Smithsonian in 2019.

The Old Trail Museum
823 N. Main Ave.
Choteau, MT 59422
(406) 466-5332
oldtrailmuseum.org

Old Trail Museum is a non-profit organization that reflects the rich natural and cultural
history of Montana’s pristine Rocky Mountain Front region. Explore fossils, dinosaurs,
Native American artifacts, grizzly bears, and
the diverse and colorful local history within
the Museum complex.
The museum’s dinosaur antechamber
showcases discoveries from the Two Medicine Formation. The primary building
displays a life-size Maiasaura alongside a
mural of the natural environment from local artist Jim Utsler. The museum’s exhibits
include Maiasaura and Einosaurus skulls,
nestling, hatchling and adult Maiasaura
skeletons and bones, and a Sauronitholestes
skeleton cast.
A prep lab display and geologic information about the Rocky Mountain Front and
Willow Creek Anticline provide additional
information about the area and its rich paleontology heritage.

Museum of the Rockies
600 W. Kagy Blvd.
Bozeman, MT 59715
(406) 994-2251
museumoftherockies.org

Museum of the Rockies is a Smithsonian
Affiliate and recognized as one of the world’s
finest research and history museums. The
museum houses the most T. rex specimens
anywhere in the world.
Notable exhibits include the growth series
of Triceratops and Tyrannosaurus rex, the
Montana’s T. rex skeleton, the “Big Al” Allosaurus specimen, and many other one-of-akind dinosaur finds. MOR also offers rotating
and traveling exhibits from around the world,
permanent indoor and outdoor regional
history exhibits, planetarium shows, and a
museum store.

In 1984, Ben Veach of the Montana
State Council of Rocks and Minerals
initiated a campaign to recognize the
Maiasaura as the state fossil. A class of
sixth graders in Livingston picked up
the campaign, writing letters to state
officials and collecting signatures in
support of the designation. The first
Maiasaura specimen were discovered
at Egg Mountain in 1978, this was one
of the first discoveries to suggest that
some dinosaurs lived in herds of all life
stages, from infancy to maturity.
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The museum provides visitors with
hands-on education, and provides a “touch”
bone for children and adults to gain a deeper
understanding of these giants. The bone is
a real fossilized dinosaur thigh bone from a
duck-billed dinosaur.
The museum is open from Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day, seven days a
week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m (closed July 4th).
Admission is only $2.00 each and children 3
and under are free.

TWO MEDICINE
DINOSAUR CENTER
120 2nd Ave. S.
Bynum, MT 59419
1-800-238-6873
tmdinosaurcenter.org

The Two Medicine Dinosaur Center houses
a wide variety of dinosaur fossils, invertebrate fossils, plant fossils, and cultural artifacts. The research collections include new
species of dinosaurs and other prehistoric life.
TMDC provides both castings and complete exhibits to other institutions, both as
permanent or traveling exhibits, bringing the
unique discoveries of the Rocky Mountain
Front to a wide range of people. On permanent display in Bynum are some of Montana’s
rarest fossil discoveries, including the first
infant Maiasaura bones from the nearby Egg
Mountain.
In addition to the museum – which features
local discoveries like the first baby dinosaurs
found in North America – the museum also
features public, hands-on dinosaur dig
programs throughout the summer from a
half-day site tour to a two-week long Paleo
Training Course. Advanced registration is
required.

DEPOT MUSEUM

25 4th Ave. NW
Rudyard, MT 59540
(406) 355-4356
mtdinotrail.org/depot-museum

For years, the Rudyard area has been providing dinosaur specimens for the Museum
of the Rockies and other premier institutions.
As of 2006, the Rudyard Dinosaur Museum
opened its doors as part of the Depot Museum.
The Depot’s signature display is the
“Oldest Sorehead,” which is a fully articulated Gryposaurus found in the area. The
facility’s lifelike duck-billed dinosaur (Maiasaura specimen) and egg nest display places
visitors right next to these ancient creatures.
The museum also offers other permanent and
changing dinosaur exhibits. Paleontologists
are continuing work in the area, adding to the
museum’s fossil collection.
Along with several local artifacts, arrowheads, dino vertebrae and teeth, there are
displays of Maiasaura, Troodon, Tarasaurus,
and the noted Gryposaurus.

OLD SOREHEAD LIVES!
Rudyard: population 596 nice people
and one old sorehead. This designation
is a tradition of the town, which now
elects an “Old Sorehead,” supposedly
the grumpiest man in town. On election day, the town rallies together for a
community celebration raising funds
for the old folk’s home and casting their
votes for the town’s Oldest Sorehead.

MONTANA
PALEONTOLOGY
TOP TEN +
10. Wyrex, discovered in 2004 in Fallon

County, Montana, was the first T. rex to
have a complete third metatarsal. A cast
of the specimen is on display at the Carter
County Museum.

9. The most complete juvenile T. rex was
found in Carter County, Montana, in 2001.
A cast of the specimen is on display at the
Carter County Museum in
Ekalaka, Montana.

8. “Elvis”, a nearly complete and articu-

lated hadrosaur was found near Malta,
Montana in 1994. It was named for the
Rock-n-Roll Legend because its hip was
found first. The 33-foot long Brachylophosaurs fossil is on display at Malta’s Phillips
County Museum and Museum of the Rockies in Bozeman.

7. The Museum of the Rockies in Boze-

man, Montana has the world’s largest collection of T. rex and Triceratops specimen.

6. Montana’s first county museum

was created in 1936 to display dinosaur
remains found in Carter County by amateur paleontologists. The Carter County
Museum is in Ekalaka, Montana.

5. “Montana’s T. rex,” found near Fort Peck
Lake in 1997, is one of the most complete
T. rex specimen ever found. A cast of the
specimen is on display at the Fort Peck
Interpretive Center in Fort Peck, Montana,
and the real skeleton is displayed
at the Museum of the Rockies in
Bozeman, Montana.

4. “Leonardo,” the “mummy” Brachy-

lophosaurus, found in 2001 near Malta,
Montana, with the majority of its body
covered in fossilized skin, is recognized by
the Guinness Book of World Records as the
best preserved dinosaur ever found. A cast
of the specimen is on display at the Great
Plains Dinosaur Museum in Malta.

3. North America’s first baby dinosaur

bones were found in 1978 near Choteau,
Montana at Egg Mountain. They are now
displayed at the nearby Two Medicine
Dinosaur Center in Bynum, Montana.

2. The world’s first identified T. rex was

found in the Hell Creek area near Jordan,
MT, in 1902 by paleontologist
Barnum Brown.

1. North America’s first identified dino-

saur remains were found in Montana in
1854, near Judith Landing in the Missouri
River Breaks National Monument. Naturalist Ferdinand Hayden found the remains
of what paleontologist Joseph Leidy attributed to a duck-billed dinosaur called
“Trachodon.”

MONTANA’ S DIN O TRAI L

TRACKING F O S SIL S ACRO S S THE STATE
Life-size exhibit
of “Peck’s Rex” at
the Fork Peck
Interpretive Center

A mummy, though most often referred
to in the Egyptian context, simply
means that the soft parts of a dead animal have been preserved. “Leonardo,”
the “mummy dinosaur,” is one of only
a handful of mummified specimen.
“Leonardo’s” fossilized remains are
covered in soft tissue allowing paleontologists to study its skin, scales,
muscles, and even its final meal. This
find has helped paleontologists “flesh
out” and better understand what
Brachylophosaurus actually looked
like when it was alive.

CAN YOU DIG IT?
There are a number of ways to get
involved with active digs through
museum partners. The Two Medicine
Dinosaur Center and the Great Plains
Dinosaur Museum offer public digs
throughout the summer. Contact
Two Medicine at 1-800-238-6873 or
Great Plains at (406) 654-5300 to see
how you can get involved. The Carter
County Museum also offers opportunities to participate in live digs. Contact
the museum at (406) 775-6886.

H. EARL CLACK
MEMORIAL MUSEUM
1753 US Highway 2 NW, Spc 1
Havre, MT 59501
(406) 265-4000
hearlclackmuseum.org

The museum displays 75- million-year-old
dinosaur eggs and embryos found in local
exposures of the Judith River Formation. Research suggests these eggs were laid by a kind
of lambeosaur (a “duck-bill” dinosaur) along
the banks of an ancient river and estuary of the
Bearpaw Sea that once covered this area.
“Stygi,” a skull cast of the rare Stygimoloch (a species of pachycephalosaur) and
an Albertosaurus head mask are also displayed. The famed archeological treasure,
the Wahkpa Chu’gn Buffalo Jump Site, is
adjacent to the museum.

BLAINE COUNTY MUSEUM GREAT PLAINS
501 Indiana St.
DINOSAUR MUSEUM
Chinook, MT 59523
AND FIELD STATION
(406) 357-2590
blainecountymuseum.com

The museum’s Paleontology Department
has numerous exhibits with findings from the
Judith River Formation. These exhibits feature hadrosaur, Gorgosaurus, and ankylosaur
fossils discovered in the area.
In addition, the museum displays gigantic
marine reptiles, mosasaur and plesiosaur, as
well as invertebrates that lived in the ancient
ocean that covered this landscape 75-500
million years ago.
The “Look, Touch, and Wonder” room
offers visitors the opportunity to handle
fossils of sea creatures, plants, and dinosaurs that roamed the earth millions of
years ago.

DID YOU KNOW?
Scientists are continuing
to make ground breaking
discoveries in the field, like
the discovery of embryos. In 1991,
Mary Schweitzer, a Helena native and
Doctor of Paleontology, discovered the
existence of not only blood vessel-like
structures, but of actual blood cells in a
T. rex specimen that lived 66 million years
ago. Each discovery that is made brings
us one step closer to understanding these
prehistoric creatures and the former inhabitants of the place we call home.

PHILLIPS COUNTY
MUSEUM
431 US Highway 2 East
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 654-1037
phillipscountymuseum.org

405 North 1st St. East
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 654-5300
greatplainsdinosaurs.org

Located in the heart of dinosaur country,
the museum features many fossils, including
those of plants, invertebrates, fish, turtles,
crocodiles, and a variety of Jurassic and
Cretaceous dinosaur species.
Among the dinosaur fossils are Triceratops, Stegosaurus, Camarasaurus, a horned
dinosaur called Maltaceratops, a new and as
yet unnamed species of raptor dinosaur, and
several remarkably preserved hadrosaurs (the
duck-billed dinosaurs) – including juvenile
and adult specimen.
The most recognized exhibit is that
of “Leonardo,” a mummified duck-bill
Brachylophosaurus canadensis.
Field digs and education programs are offered for both adults and children throughout
the summer where adherence to the Society
of Vertebrate Paleontology Code of Ethics is
required.

The Phillips County Museum provides
visitors with discoveries from the nearby
Judith River Formation.
Seventy-seven million years ago, this formation stood as the bank of a shallow, warm
inland sea, which created the perfect habitat
for dinosaurs and resulted in a rich deposit of
fossils.

While visiting the museum, meet “Elvis”
the 33-foot-long Brachylophosaurus fossil
which is one of the best articulated skeletons ever found. An Albertosaurus poses to
greet visitors upon arrival. Other interesting
fossils on display include a 700-pound Apatosaurus femur for visitors to take pictures
with and a variety of activities for children.
The underwater sea area contains a 4×4-foot
crinoid plate, along with various other fossils
and a gift shop.

Montana Press Monthly • Page 11 • August 2020

A casting of “Big Mike” or MOR 555, a T. rex discovered in 1988 in Angela, Montana greets visitors to Museum of the Rockies in Bozeman.

FRONTIER GATEWAY
MUSEUM

DID YOU KNOW?
During the Cretaceous Period, a
huge inland sea split the North American

201 State St.
Glendive, MT 59330
(406) 377-8168
frontiergatewaymuseum.org

continent in two (pictured at right). This
sea happened to run directly through what
is now eastern Montana. The underwater
sea life fossils displayed alongside the
dinosaurs are not brought in from a distant
location, but remnants of Montana’s prehistoric history.

FORT PECK
INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Lower Yellowstone Road
Fort Peck, MT 59223
(406) 526-3493
fws.gov/refuge/Charles_M_Russell/visit/
visitor_activities/FPIC.html
The Fort Peck Interpretive Center’s signature attraction is “Peck’s Rex,” one of the
most complete Tyrannosaurus rex skeletons
ever found.
In the main lobby visitors are greeted
by a life size, fleshed-out model of Peck’s
Rex, the Tyrannosaurus Rex discovered
20 miles southeast of Fort Peck. A skeleton
cast of Peck’s Rex is on display in the
exhibit hall.
A Cretaceous Sea display and several
other dinosaur exhibits are also highlighted.
Other dinosaur exhibits include a Cretaceous
Sea display and a Struthiomimus display
featuring one of the fastest dinosaurs discovered to date.

HISTORIC TOWNSITE
This site was initially created to
support the construction of the
Fort Peck Dam in 1933. Although the
historic Fort Peck Theatre is closed due to
COVID this season, a visit to the
townsite provides visitors with
a historical experince from the 1930s era.

THE FORT PECK AREA
DAM AND POWERPLANT MUSEUM
This museum walks visitors through the
history of building the Fort Peck Dam,
which is one of the world’s largest earthfilled dams, and provides tours of the
Fort Peck Dam powerplant.
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FORT PECK LAKE
AND RECREATION AREAS
Fort Peck Lake stretches 134 miles and
offers “big water” recreation opportunities, including fishing, boating,
camping, and exploration.

Frontier Gateway Museum is the official
Dawson County museum, located in the heart
of the Hell Creek Formation which is rich in
Cretaceous fossil remains.
The museum displays a full-size skeleton
cast of “Margie,” the Struthiomimus, a dinosaur with long legs built for sprinting, a long
curved neck, a small head which had a toothless birdlike beak, strong arms with curved
claws on its fingertips and a long stiff tail that
acted as a counter-weight to keep its balance
and not fall over.
This dinosaur skeleton was found in the
Glendive area in the early 1990s. Like many of
the dinosaurs found in Montana, the Struthiomimus lived about 75 million years ago during
the Cretaceous period. This dinosaur was capable of reaching speeds of up to 50 miles per
hour. With long legs and ostrich-like features,
this species was aptly named ‘struthion’ meaning ostrich and ‘mimus’ meaning mimic.
Other fossils are from Stegoceras
(Stegoceras(steg-oh-Sawr-us), meaning “roof
lizard,” a small plant-eating dinosaur with a
large, thick-skulled head. Triceratops, Thescelosaurus and hadrosaurs as well as aquatic and
plant fossils
A Baenid Turtle display features an
extinct river turtle native to North America
which has been found in rock formations
known as the Hell Creek area. A group of
turtles on display survived the 65 million
year old meteorite impact that wiped out the
dinosaurs

mtdinotrail.org

Badlands formations in Makoshika State Park

DON’T MISS A STOP ON THE TRAIL!
Ekalaka has been at the epicenter of
dinosaur discoveries for the past 100 years,
and is continuing to be a source of scientific
discovery.
The Lambert Room, dedicated to paleontology displays, includes exhibits of a mounted
Anatotitan copei skeleton (one of only a few
nearly complete skeletons of this species), as
well as a complete Triceratops skull. In addition, the badlands in the area have produced
pachycephalosaurs, plesiosaurs, ankylosaurs,
pterosaurs (this is the only known specimen
from the Hell Creek Formation), mosasaurs,
and the most complete juvenile T. rex.
The museum has mounts and casts of each
of these species, along with other authentic
dinosaur bones.

In the Area
The Glendive Dinosaur and Fossil
Museum is NOT a member of the Montana Dinosaur trail. The facility bases
its exhibits on a biblical rather than
scientific context and sits beside the
Frontier Gateway Museum in Glendive.

MAKOSHIKA STATE PARK
1301 Snyder Avenue
Glendive, MT 59330
406-377-6256
stateparks.mt.gov/makoshika/

Makoshika State Park is located just southeast of Glendive. Makoshika means “bad
land” in Lakota, and the park’s landscape
is part of the late Cretaceous Hell Creek
Formation. Over ten different dinosaur species have been discovered in Makoshika.
Significant discoveries include a complete
Triceratops horridus skull, the fossil
remains of Edmontosaurus and Tyrannosaurus rex, and a nearly complete skeleton
of the rare Thescelosaur.
Makoshika is Montana’s largest state park;
the land has been set aside for visitors to
enjoy, offering camping, hiking, and a vast
collection of history. The recently refurbished
visitor center houses the Triceratops skull,
and provides additional interpretive displays
significant to the badlands.

DID YOU KNOW?

DID YOU KNOW?
The Hell Creek Formation is rich in dinosaur fossils, and has led to many of the
world’s most important discoveries in the
field. In Makoshika alone, 10 species of
dinosaurs have been discovered, and there
are more remains to be found. As the wind,
rain, snowfall, etc. continue to disrupt the
landscape and erode the sandstone, more
fossils will show themselves.

CARTER COUNTY MUSEUM
306 N. Main St.
Ekalaka, MT 59324
(406) 775-6886
cartercountymuseum.org/

The Carter County Museum is Montana’s first county museum and the first
to display dinosaurs found in the state of
Montana.

The giant hadrosaur on
display in the Carter County Museum is
one of about five specimen found in the
United States. This display, along with the
two hadrosaurs housed at the American
Museum of Natural History in New York
City were found approximately 30 miles
west of Ekalaka.

Find more information about Montana’s
Dinosaur trail online at:

mtdinotrail.org

All photo credits are to the Montana Department of Tourism and all information is courtesy of the Montana Dinosaur Trail.
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WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS

Music, Performances and Events Outside and Online

The monthly calendar is a sampling of events
and activities online across the state. All events
listed are subject to change. Send updates to:
info@montanapress.net.

PLEASE REACH OUT TO THE VENUE TO CONFIRM
SHOW TIMES AND AND CURRENT REGULATIONS.

SWEET PEA FESTIVAL
- BOZEMAN In light of the circumstances
surrounding COVID-19 and
the implications it has for

AMERICAN AQUARIUM
THE ORNERY JACKS
IRISH COWPUNK
Bozeman’s only animal-spiritdriven band has been rocking

out Bozeman for the past year.
Consisting of Rob Lethert

(spirit of the badger) on vocals/
guitar, Garrett Robinson (spirit
of the raccoon) on guitar/

vocals, Chris Basile (spirit of

RYAN ACKER

A songwriter and multi
instrumentalist for The Last
Revel, Ryan Acker has made
a lasting impression on
the contemporary folk and
bluegrass community. The
Bozeman musician live-streams
music on Facebook @ryanacker.
His new record, Winter Where
You’re From can be purchased
at www.ryanackermusic.com.

On Thurs., Aug. 6, this

alternative country band from

Raleigh, North Carolina streams
a live concert from the Rialto in
Bozeman. Access to the show
can be found at the Facebook
handle @LiveConcertNation.

stream Aug. 8 at 7 p.m.

on Facebook and Instagram
from @BridgerBrewing or
@BozemanHotSprings.

interrupt the festival was

necessary: “At the heart of the

matter is the health and safety
of our Bozeman community,

festival attendees, volunteers,
artists, vendors, sponsors and
local businesses.” Traditional

activities and events have been
pared down or turned virtual.

more information. A highlight
will be the Sweet Saturday

Cruise/Flower Parade on Main

Street on Aug. 8 from 10 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. (Artwork by poster

Stancil (spirit of the skunk) on

going live for a Saturday-night

determined the decision to

Visit sweetpeafestival.org for

the bear) on bass, and Kenny

drums, this four piece group is

large gatherings, organizers

winner Averi Iris Smith)

LANEY LOU AND
THE BIRD DOGS
On Thurs., Aug. 13, the Arts

Council of Big Sky will host this

energetic Americana-Folk band

that infuses four-part harmonies,
engaging songwriting, and

rock-n-roll drive into a modern
approach to traditional folk

music. This will be the third
show of this summer’s free

concert series on Facebook at
@BigSkyArts and on Big Sky
Arts’ YouTube channel.

MISSOULA

AUG. 13 - VIRTUAL HIKE - MIDDLE FORK JUDITH WILDERNESS
Montana Wilderness Association’s Island Range Chapter presents
a free, virtual hike into the Middle Fork Judith Wilderness Study

Area led by photographer, author, and outdoor enthusiast Wayne

Phillips. Please be sure to register in advance and instructions will
be emailed on how to join on Aug. 13. Register on Facebook at
@WildMontana or online at: https://p2a.co/AAPRCHF
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ARTERIAL DRIVE PRESENTS REGULAR
LIVESTREAM ROCK AND ROLL
CONCERTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE
GROUP AT THE FACEBOOK HANDLE
@ARTERIALDRIVE.

IN & AROUND

HAELI ALLEN: MAKING SWEET MUSIC IN THE PANDEMIC AGE

A

n up-and-coming performing artist may
talk about how committed she or he is
to dealing with the rigors of the musician’s life: endless days of driving,
playing to empty rooms, working even when
discouraged and tired.
Lewistown singer-songwriter Haeli Allen
isn’t such a musician. While committed to
the craft, that commitment needs these days
to be balanced with a similar allegiance to her
husband, their four children, and the family’s
cattle ranch.
“The kids come to band practice and to the
local stuff,” says Allen. “My 10-year-old plays
harmonica in the band and is learning the guitar. For me to feel healthy and whole, I need
my family life. And I’m lucky, because I get
to play to my heart’s content, usually close to
home. And I’m not missing anything. I don’t
have the emptiness or the void of the road
that others seem to have. My husband, Jaxon,
(who often serves as her bassist or front man
in a band setting) is usually along, and the kids
(ages 10, 8, 5, and 2) can come along, too.”
Allen was born and raised in Stevensville,
in the Bitterroot Valley, and she trained in vocal performance at college as part of her minor
in music. A couple of years ago she released
her debut recording, The Gilt Edge Collection,
a snug, enjoyable selection of original country-bluesy numbers that takes its title from a
nearby gold mining encampment that reached
the peak of its prosperity in the early 1910s.
Allen’s debut recording clips along crisply
with smart, well-enunciated lyrics and enough
energy to keep it intriguing. As a result, she
had been adding live gigs to her calendar. Momentum hummed. Then world affairs crashed
the door closed.
“I was riding a good wave and my husband
and I were playing 2 to 3 shows a week last
summer. We played a New Year’s show in
2020, and we had quite a few shows to look
forward to opening in the spring. We were
scheduled to open for Ned Ledoux at the Central Montana Fair, and we had lots of cool
names to open for.”
Prior to COVID 19, Lewistown’s local music scene was developing a vim and vigor of
its own. “At Big Spring Brewing, it was really growing and there were some fun opportunities. They were having quite a few
bigger names, carrying off of the people who
were coming to the Live from the Divide. We
opened for Elizabeth Cook last fall. There
were good opportunities to open right here in
Lewistown. I was thrilled to see this kind of
growth in the arts in this community. Then the
coronavirus started to lock down everything,
and that pretty much cancelled everything.”

Busy on the Ranch
Despite the current unpleasant state of
angst, Allen has learned that lockdown frustrations can offer a unique chance to practice
patience.
“I’ve been busy on the ranch and I haven’t
hopped on the streaming,” says Allen. “I’m
saving myself for live music again. Not having an audience was very humbling to me, and
it really took a lot of the joy out of performing.
I didn’t realize how important and intimate
that relationship had felt for me. Having real
people to look at and draw energy from in a
really personal exchange. Things were booked

and then bookings starting dropping like flies,
and that took the wind out of my sail on the
performing end. So, I’ve been really writing
a lot.”)
The Allens run approximately 300 pair of
cattle and operate a livestock feedlot. Jaxon
is a livestock trucker who hauls the cattle to
transport locations countrywide.
“I’ve been milking a cow every day since
the lockdown. So, I’m plenty busy. The pandemic is not apparent to us until we try to go
out. I’m really blessed that it hasn’t changed
a lot on my home front. The blessing is that
ranch life is a huge distraction from everything else that’s out there.”
The artist in Allen understands that we create the experience of boredom, burden, and
difficulty. That’s our decision. In this, the pandemic has provided Allen the time to focus on
the need to be writing things that are meaningful.
“At first, I didn’t want to go there (writing
new material), because I am in the middle of
two recording projects. But it is just who I am,
and I’ve always been a writer, and I can’t stifle
that part for too long, especially if I don’t have
an outlet.
“Songwriting has been a productive way
for me to heal and work through things, not
just out in the world, but close to home stuff
too that we’ve struggled with. A cousin taking

his own life. We have a relative with cancer.
Heaviness. I can’t just have it on my mind and
not write about it. It would be detrimental to
my health to suppress that side of myself.”
While Allen’s debut album could be considered a solo offering, she has since grown increasingly comfortable cushioned by a family
of musicians; Allen, her husband and two of
his siblings form The Sightliners.
“I love the relationship, the dynamic and
the chemistry with different musicians. I feel
very complete when I am performing with my
husband. At one point my sister-in-law (Kenzie) and I had a little girl band, and we’d sing
with a sweet girl country vibe. The band is so
varied, originals, outlaw country, rock covers;
my sister-in-law has a folky, country sound,
and we’ve got all different backgrounds and
styles, but something makes it cohesive and
fresh.”

Gypsy Woman
One of the standout tracks on The Gilt Edge
Collection is “Gypsy Woman,” a familiar feeling ballad shrouded in gorgeous, lush hooks
and levity in Allen’s inflection. The musician
took a big leap out of her comfort zone when
she recorded the song’s accompanying video,
which intersperses footage taken at the ranch
with that of a live show on Main Street in
Lewistown at the coffee shop.

“I’m not a fancy dress and do a music video
type of girl,” says Allen. “I want to be very
real. It’s a different mixed example of what I
am, where I am, and what I’m all about. It was
totally the vibe I was going for – relaxed and
down home… I love that something that I enjoy is enjoyable to others.”
In The Gilt Edge Collection, Allen channeled her experience into song. At the core of
everything is her voice: like a dagger swathed
in silk, it pokes and slices at the most unexpected of moments. Songs are packaged in
a way that capture the complexity of human
emotion, with plenty of appreciation for the
infectious nature of a swaggering, bluesycountry refrain.
“The road we live on is called Gilt Edge and
it leads to a ghost town. Gilt Edge is where
they mined gold. It was short-lived because
there was some money skimming going on.
It was the first place they used cyanide in the
mining process. It had a huge allure and a lot
of people moved there. I took Gilt Edge to be
a part of my home, my roots, and my family,
and my cattle ranch. It’s all about here. What
we are building here as a family. I wanted it
to be clear, pure, and true to who I was when
I created it.”
Indeed, the songs, the arrangements, and the
lyrics chime sincere. There is nothing overwrought. Allen sings about love and satisfaction and also the underpinnings of hankering
and wanderlust. And some of its beauty is its
mystery: a little bit like the vocal work itself.
“I wanted it to reflect the music I was playing at the time, when I was performing mostly solo acoustic. It’s a live cut. No separate
tracks.
“In the band, I like to hit the high notes. But
by myself, I shy away from the soprano. At
32, I like to have a little edge in my voice. I
feel like what you are hearing in my first album is me bridging my being a trained vocal
soprano and my ranching girl background, and
my comfort zone.”
Hindsight can create a peculiar kind of dysfunction, an especially tough emotion for an
artist to face. “Once the hindsight starts to set
in, I instantly want to make it better, remix it,
to add more instruments. But I remind myself that that wasn’t the initial vision for the
project. Go put that energy now into the next
project. When I was creating it, it fulfilled my
vision. To go back, I realized, would defeat the
whole purpose of creating it all.”
In a world where tempers flame easily, Allen’s mantras are a comforting and excellent
reminder for the listener to pay attention to
poise and composure and gratitude. Though
perhaps inconceivable at the moment, live
music will in time return with its full dignity,
and Allen will be a part of the Big Sky postpandemic revival.
“I’m lowering my expectations, and I’m going to be really grateful for what comes along.
The big opener with Ned Ledoux at the Central Montana Fair was canceled (on July 24),
but we are doing the night show with a full
band (now called The Sightliners). It’s something we need as a community.
“Of course, I would love to have everything
like it was last summer. But the world now
is nothing like it was last summer. My gratitude is exponentially higher for anything that
comes along.” E
—Brain D’Ambrosio
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MONTANA
ARTS UPDATE
HELENA

First Friday Art Walks continue to
be postponed throughout the state,
but many locations are offering both
in-person and online alternatives
for Montanans to support the arts
throughout August.

MISSOULA

Arts Missoula
serves as a resource for the
coordination, development
and support of art and culture
for the benefit of the Missoula
community. During the
month of August, it will be
collaborating with a variety of arts
organizations on both in-person
and online events. This includes
a socially-distanced outdoor
reception for Elisha Harteis, with
the Missoula Clay Studio, titled
“Running with Scissors” on
Friday, Aug. 7 from 6p.m. to
9 p.m. in the studio’s parking
lot and garden. Masks must be
worn inside the facility and in
instances where it is not possible
to socially distance. Attendees
will be able to view the exhibit
and make purchases. Visit
theclaystudioofmissoula.org
for more information.
MCAT will be streaming a virtual
tour of First Friday starting at
5 p.m. on Fri., Aug. 7 on their
Facebook handle at
@MissoulaCommunityTelevision
and the MCAT Youtube channel.
Additional information about
Missoula arts events being held
throughout the month of
August can be found at
artsmissoula.org, which also
provides a link to sign up to
recieve weekly emails about
Missoula art and culture events.

BUTTE An inaugural Art Beat

Gallery Expedition will be held in
conjunction with KBMF Radio’s
fifth-annual fundraiser on Sat.,
Aug. 15 at Carpenters Hall on
156 West Granite Street in Butte
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Artists from
ten mediums will be represented.
Twenty-five percent of all sales
from the art expedition will be
donated to the KBMF radio
fundraiser. Socal distancing will
be observed as each artists area
will be at least 6 feet from other
artists. Masks and hand sanitizers
will be provided or bring your
own. More information about this
event can be found on Facebook
@UptownButteArtwalk.

The Helena Public Arts
Committee promotes community
awareness of and involvement
in providing public art in Helena.
Their website at helenapublicarts.
com provides links to a variety
of local arts organizations, as
well as ways to support these
organizations and a map and
pictures of public art installations
in and around Helena.

WE RECOMMEND...

STATEWIDE ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS

Music, Performances and Events Outside and Online

BOZEMAN

Bozeman’s 43rd
annual Sweet Pea Festival will
be held Tuesday, Aug. 4 through
Sunday, Aug. 9 to adhere to
social distance guidelines.
A “Sweet SLAM Tour d’Arte
and Auction” will be held in
collaboration with the Sweet Pea
festival on Aug. 8 from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. The tour portion
of this event allows visitors to
shop with Montana artists at
locations all over town. Much
like stopping by an artist’s booth
at SLAM or Sweet Pea, each
artist will have their work set up
in a booth outside their home
or studio. A handful of Montana
artists from out of town will be
co-located in small groups. In
addition to the physical tour, an
online auction will be available
and will be comprised of works by
a variety of Montana artists. The
online auction will be open for
bids from 8 a.m. Aug. 4
to just before midnight,
Aug. 9, and can be accessed by
visiting the SLAM or Sweet Pea
websites at slamfestivals.org and
sweetpeafestival.org.

GREAT FALLS Arts of Great Falls

will be holding an Adult Student
Art Show on Aug. 18 through 31.
The event spotlights art from
adult students who took courses
in the 2019 calendar year. This
year, arts enthusiasts will also
be able to view the art show
online. For more details, visit
greatfallsart.org.

BILLINGS

Artwalk Downtown
Billings will not be promoting an
event on Aug. 7. Instead, they
are inviting visitors to check out
the featured galleries during their
regularly scheduled business
hours, or online. Information can
also be found on Facebook
@BillingsArtWalk.
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MUSIC FROM THE
MOUNTAINS: 2020 GRAND
TETON MUSIC FESTIVAL
Under the baton of Music

Director Donald Runnicles,
three concerts of inspiring

STAR PARTY AT MEDICINE
ROCKS STATE PARK
Activities kick off virtually at
@CarterCountyMuseum on

Facebook at 7 p.m. on Aug. 18,
followed by guided night sky

music in Walk Festival Hall

will be recorded and filmed,

a celebration of Beethoven,

Mozart, Copland, and Ravel, as
well as music from important
female composers. The

programs will stream online

viewing with telescopes. Find

@GrandTetonMusicFestival on

at @MontanaStateParks

appear on TV in the fall.

more Montana star parties

August 21, 22 and 23, and will

THE 47TH ANNUAL
- FIRST VIRTUAL MONTANA HISTORY
CONFERENCE
The Montana Historical

Society’s 47th state history

conference will be held online,
over a two-month period.

According to MHS: “At a time

when we are feeling uncertain
about the present, it is

important to remember that the
past has much to teach us.”
All sessions are free. Zoom
links will be posted on the

website before the conference
begins. OPI renewal units will
be provided for educators.

EDUCATORS WORKSHOPS:
Fri., August 7, 4 p.m. - Native “Knowledge 360 and

Montana Essential Understandings: More Complete
Narratives About Native Americans” with

Colleen Call Smith, National Museum of the American Indian.
Friday, August 14, 4 p.m. - Historical Thinking and Civic
Education—Sam Wineburg, Stanford University.

mhs.mt.gov/education/ConferencesWorkshops/HistoryConference2020

END NOTES

FAMOUS AND NOT FORGOTTEN: MONTANA ARTIST O.C. SELTZER

T

he art generated by Charles Marion Russell of course is renowned throughout the
world. His life has provided the subject
matter for numerous books, articles, and discussions. In the same community, however, where
Russel’s fame and fortune blossomed and his
reputation developed – Great Falls – there lived
another artist, O.C. Seltzer, a contemporary and
friend of Russell, who was decidedly and successfully influenced by the latter’s style.
While Olaf Carl Seltzer’s paintings have
been somewhat overlooked by a public that
seems interested only in Russell – their close
association naturally affected Seltzer’s work.
Perhaps he should be remembered as the foremost artist of the Charlie Russell school.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt possessed a
canvas by Seltzer. Lauritz Melchior, the great
Danish-American opera singer, and George
Palmer Putnam and his wife, Amelia Earhart,
also owned Seltzer originals. The famous aviatrix asked the artist to execute designs for envelopes to be carried on her flight across the Pacific. These she sent to Roosevelt, the Postmaster
General and other celebrities.

Artist First
The Missouri-born Russell was first a cowboy and then an artist. Seltzer, on the other
hand, was born in Copenhagen, Denmark,
in 1877, with an artistically-inclined lineage.
His father, Carl Seltzer, had been an artist in
his own right, who worked in cut glass. Olaf’s
abilities were noticed while he was still a child,
and he was allowed to study at the Art Institute
in Copenhagen.
While Olaf was still in his early teens, his
father died. He, his mother and her sister left
Denmark to join the sister’s husband in Great
Falls, Montana. Young Seltzer went to work on
a railroad, and then landed a job as furnace man
for a silver smelter in Great Falls. According to
the Encyclopedia of Northwest Biography, he
worked for a few livestock outfits around Great
Falls and “was at home in the saddle.”
On October 6, 1893, the sixteen-year-old began his new job for the Great Northern Railway as a machinist apprentice. He also was
employed by the BA&P Railroad at Anaconda,
and “the old narrow gauge at Lethbridge, Alberta.”
In his spare time, Seltzer was painting. In
1926 he left railroad work to engage exclusively in art, though the needs of World War II
led him back into the machinist trade. Directly
following Pearl Harbor, he began teaching lathe
operation at Great Falls High School. From
August of 1943 until the war concluded, he
worked in the machine shops of the Great Falls
Army Air Base.

Collectors of Western Americana had recognized Seltzer’s merit and began adding his
works to their collections.
After a stay of about a year in New York,
Olaf returned to Great Falls. The West was his
inspiration, and, although he made many more
trips to New York, Montana was his chosen
place of commerce and refuge. Among themes
favored by Olaf were homestead events, Native
American and cowboy life.
A Great Falls photographer, Hildore C.
Eklund, was quoted as saying of the artist in
1955: “Olaf’s paintings were so accurate in
dealing with pioneer life that anyone who knew
the life can sense the truth in the paintings.
They move you with memories of how things
used to be before our life became complicated
with machines and speed.”
While Seltzer’s Indian paintings brought him
posthumous fame, he painted and sketched a
wide variety of subjects, from oils to portraits
of his favorite cat and scenic views painted on a
buffalo collarbone. He would often use a magnifying glass in painting, or if he could not find
a brush fine enough to suit him, would pull half
the hairs out of one that he had.
Bill James, editor of Montana Parade, the
Sunday magazine supplement to the Great
Falls Tribune, praised the city’s “other” artist
in glowing, retrospective terms in July of 1954.

“Great Falls, intensely grateful for the worldwide attention it has received for being the
home of the late famous cowboy artist, Charles
M. Russell, is basking in the glory of another
great western artist who was a close friend to
Russell – O.C. Seltzer.”
At the time of that interview, Olaf was 77
years of age. The artist estimated that he had
completed about 2,500 paintings and sketches,
and he believed them to be “in every state in the
Union as well as several provinces in Canada.”
According to a 1954 issue of Western Tales,
collections of Seltzer’s work include the Montana Historical Society; the Thomas Gilcrease
Institute of American History and Art at Tulsa,
Oklahoma; and the Great Falls National Bank.
The largest canvas Olaf executed depicts the
first meeting of the Masons in the Territory of
Montana. It is over twenty feet in length and
hangs today on the wall of the Grand Masonic
Lodge Building at Helena, now a public museum and library.
The final years of Seltzer’s life – he died in
December, 1957, in Great Falls – were spent in
a wheelchair.

Seltzer and Russell

An Artist Entirely His Own

Seltzer and Russell met on the latter’s thirtythird birthday, March 19, 1897; according to
Seltzer’s later account, they “instantly liked one
another.” Seltzer was twenty years old at the
time. On many occasions they rode the range
together, painted together and exchanged ideas
on art and the times. They may have been each
other’s sharpest and most eloquent critics.
During 1926-27, Olaf went to New York to
live, taking his family with him. In the words
of his son, Carl Seltzer, Olaf “was attracting
favorable comment in a wide circle and numerous commissions were coming his way.”

In 1960, the Montana State Historical Society’s Gallery at the Veterans and Pioneers
Building in Helena held the largest showing
of Seltzer’s work up to that time, and perhaps
even since. The director of the Montana State

Historical Society and Gallery, and editor of its
magazine, Montana: the Magazine of Western
History, in his appraisal of Seltzer, stated that
the artist “backed away from publicity, generally from people, and always from self-aggrandizement.”
To honor O.C. Seltzer, perhaps it’s fitting to
conclude with an excerpt from the 1941 edition
of Encyclopedia of Northwest Biography:
“As a portrayer of the western scene, Olaf
Carl Seltzer belongs in the great tradition of
Remington and Russell, a tradition which retains all its vitality and force in the canvases
which have brought him an international reputation as an artist. He was…an intimate friend
of Charles Russell for many years, but has
brought to his career original and arresting gifts
which make his work entirely his own.”. E
—Brian D’Ambrosio

(Left) An illustrated letter from Seltzer to Dr. Phil S. Cole, reading. “Dear Doc:—On this night of Oct. 24
[1927] just a year ago, our mutual friend Charley Marion Ruseel crossed the great divide. In part he sleeps.
He’ll wake within the whole...” From the Thomas Gilcrease Institute of American History and Art.
(Above) “Montana Cowboy,” “Blackfeet Warriors (Piegans)” and sketch all from private collections.
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Jonesin’ Crosswords		

MONTANA
BOOK EVENTS

by Matt Jones

CATHERYNNE M. VALENTE
JEFF VANDERMEER

BOOKS IN COMMON

From literary fiction to mystery
and science fiction, enjoy worldclass authors brought to Montana
living rooms. Hosted by Paulina
Springs Books in Sisters, Oregon;
Madison Books in Seattle; and
Country Bookshelf in Bozeman,
Montana.
For information, visit
www.countrybookshelf.com
or the Facebook handle
@CountryBookshelf.

Aug. 20 - 7:30 p.m.
Two award-winning bestselling
authors have an out-of-this-world
conversation about all things
weird, science-y and fantastical.
Valente is the New York Times
bestselling author of forty works
of speculative fiction and poetry,
including “The Refrigerator
Monologues,” the Orphan’s Tales
series, and the crowdfunded
phenomenon “The Girl Who
Circumnavigated Fairyland
in a Ship of Own Making.”
VanderMeer’s New York Times
- bestselling Southern Reach
trilogy has been translated into
over 35 languages.

LARRY WATSON

Aug. 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Critically-acclaimed writer
Watson shares his newest book
“The Lives of Edie Prichard” - a
multigenerational story of the
West told through the history of
one woman trying to navigate
life on her own terms. Raised
in Bismarck, North Dakota,
Larry Watson is the author of
ten critically acclaimed books,
including the bestselling
“Montana 1948.” His fiction has
been published internationally
and has received numerous
prizes and awards. His essays
and book reviews have appeared
in the Los Angeles Times, the
Washington Post, the Chicago
Sun-Times, the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel, and
other periodicals.

@MansfieldLibrary
on Facebook

JULY SOLUTION
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DANIEL MATHEWS
VALERIE TROUET

Aug. 27 - 7:30 p.m.
Naturalist Mathews and
paleoclimatologist Trouet as
discuss the story of trees and
climate change. Mathew’s book
“Trees in Trouble” tells the story
of the compounding effects of
climate change in the Rocky
Mountain states. In her new
book, “Tree Story,” Valerie Trouet
reveals how the seemingly simple
and relatively familiar concept
of counting tree rings has
inspired far-reaching scientific
breakthroughs that illuminate the
complex interactions between
nature, climate, and people.
Send book events, author news and new
releases to info@montanapress.net.

WE RECOMMEND...

are untempered by feelings and physical awareness
can produce poor maps of reality. In accordance with
astrological omens, I ask you to meditate on these
empowering suggestions. Make sure that as you seek
to understand what’s going on, you draw on all your
different kinds of intelligence.

STATEWIDE ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS

Music, Performances and Events Outside and Online

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “I always wanted to
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries poet Lawrence

Ferlinghetti is renowned for his buoyancy. In one of his
famous lines, he wrote, “I am awaiting, perpetually and
forever, a renaissance of wonder.” Here’s what I have
to say in response to that thought: Your assignment,
as an Aries, is NOT to sit there and wait, perpetually
and forever, for a renaissance of wonder. Rather,
it’s your job to embody and actualize and express,
perpetually and forever, a renaissance of wonder. The
coming weeks will be an especially favorable time for
you to rise to new heights in fulfilling this aspect of
your life-long assignment.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): I live in Northern

ZACC COMEDY SHOWCASE

The Zootown Arts Community
Center Comedy Showcase
returns live-streamed from the
ZACC stage in Missoula! August
Ansley hosts slocal comedians
from the ZACC Show Room on
Sat., Aug. 15, including Lenny
Peppers, Thomas Blake, Kaiser
Leib, James Johnson, Abby
Gillespie, Rick Hanni, & Amy
Lee Smith. Watch their live
performance from the comfort
of your own home while pays
out 70% of all funds raised to
performers or a charity of their
choice. Join in the fun at the
Facebook handle @TheZACC.

Advertise
Promote
Support
IN THE

EVENTS • BUSINESS • LIVE MUSIC

MONTANA ARTS COMMUNITIES!

CONTACT INFO@MONTANAPRESS.NET

MISSOULA

KIRK’S GROCERY- BILLINGS
Bring a chair, soak in the pure
Minnesota Ave. air, and listen
to live music or poetry at Kirk’s
Grocery in Billings where
poetry jams, comedy shows
and musical acts will perform
outdoors. Masks and social
distancing are encouraged.
Check out FB handle
@KirksGrocery for
event updates.
The monthly calendar is a sampling of events
and activities online across the state. Please send
updates to: info@montanapress.net.

I BUY
Toyota • Subaru
VW • Honda • Nissan
Japanese/German
Cars Trucks SUVs

Nice or Ugly
Running or Not

327-0300

California on land that once belonged to the
indigenous Coast Miwok people. They were animists
who believed that soul and sentience animate
all animals and plants as well as rocks, rivers,
mountains—everything, really. Their food came from
hunting and gathering, and they lived in small bands
without centralized political authority. According to one
of their creation stories, Coyote and Silver Fox made
the world by singing and dancing it into existence. Now
I invite you to do what I just illustrated: Find out about
and celebrate the history of the people and the place
where you live. From an astrological perspective,
it’s a favorable time to get in touch with roots and
foundations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “When I look down, I

miss all the good stuff, and when I look up, I just trip
over things,” says singer-songwriter Ani DiFranco.
I wonder if she has tried an alternate approach:
looking straight ahead. That’s what I advise for you
in the coming weeks, Gemini. In other words, adopt
a perspective that will enable you to detect regular
glimpses of what’s above you and what’s below you—
as well as what’s in front of you. In fact, I suggest you
avoid all extremes that might distract you from the big
picture. The truth will be most available to you if you
occupy the middle ground.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The Italian word

nottivago refers to “night roamers”: people who
wander around after dark. Why do they do it? What
do they want to accomplish? Maybe their ramblings
have the effect of dissolving stuck thoughts that have
been plaguing them. Maybe it’s a healing relief to
indulge in the luxury of having nowhere in particular
to go and nothing in particular to do: to declare their
independence from the obsessive drive to get things
done. Meandering after sundown may stir up a sense
of wild freedom that inspires them to outflank or
outgrow their problems. I bring these possibilities to
your attention, Cancerian, because the coming days
will be an excellent time to try them out.

be commander-in-chief of my one-woman army,” says
singer-songwriter Ani DiFranco. I think that goal is
within sight for you, Scorpio. Your power over yourself
has been increasing lately. Your ability to manage your
own moods and create your own sweet spots and
define your own fate is as robust as I have seen it in
a while. What do you plan to do with your enhanced
dominion? What special feats might you attempt? Are
there any previously impossible accomplishments that
may now be possible?.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Your meditation

for the coming weeks comes to you courtesy of
author and naturalist Henry David Thoreau. “We can
never have enough of nature,” he wrote. “We must
be refreshed by the sight of inexhaustible vigor, vast
and titanic features, the sea-coast with its wrecks,
the wilderness with its living and its decaying trees,
the thunder cloud, and the rain which lasts three
weeks and produces freshets. We need to witness
our own limits transgressed, and some life pasturing
freely where we never wander.” Oh, how I hope you
will heed Thoreau’s counsel, Sagittarius. You would
really benefit from an extended healing session amidst
natural wonders. Give yourself the deep pleasure of
exploring what wildness means to you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Author and

activist bell hooks (who doesn’t capitalize her name)
has taught classes at numerous American universities.
She sometimes writes about her experiences there,
as in the following passage. “My students tell me, ‘we
don’t want to love! We’re tired of being loving!’ And I
say to them, if you’re tired of being loving, then you
haven’t really been loving, because when you are
loving you have more strength.” I wanted you to know
her thoughts, Capricorn, because I think you’re in a
favorable position to demonstrate how correct she is:
to dramatically boost your own strength through the
invigorating power of your love.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Aquarian author

Langston Hughes (1902–1967) was a pioneering and
prolific African American author and activist who wrote
in four different genres and was influential in boosting
other Black writers. One of his big breaks as a young
man came when he was working as a waiter at a
banquet featuring the famous poet Vachel Lindsay.
Hughes managed to leave three of his poems on
Lindsay’s table. The great poet loved them and later
lent his clout to boosting Hughes’ career. I suspect
you might have an opening like that sometime soon,
Aquarius—even if it won’t be quite as literal and
hands-on. Be ready to take advantage. Cultivate every
connection that may become available..

PISCES

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “Notice what no one else

(Feb. 19-March 20): Author Faith Baldwin
has renounced the “forgive and forget” policy. She
writes, “I think one should forgive and remember. If
you forgive and forget, you’re just driving what you
remember into the subconscious; it stays there and
festers. But to look upon what you remember and
know you’ve forgiven is achievement.” That’s the
approach I recommend for you right now, Pisces.
Get the relief you need, yes: Forgive those who have
trespassed against you. But also: Hold fast to the
lessons you learned through those people so you
won’t repeat them again later.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “Look on every exit as

THIS WEEK’S HOMEWORK:

notices and you’ll know what no one else knows,” says
actor Tim Robbins. That’s perfect counsel for you right
now, Leo. According to my analysis of the astrological
omens, your perceptiveness will be at a peak in the
coming weeks. You’ll have an ability to discern halfhidden truths that are invisible to everyone else. You’ll
be aggressive in scoping out what most people don’t
even want to become aware of. Take advantage of
your temporary superpower! Use it to get a lucid grasp
of the big picture—and cultivate a more intelligent
approach than those who are focused on the small
picture and the comfortable delusions.
being an entrance somewhere else,” wrote playwright
Tom Stoppard. That’s ripe advice for you to meditate
on during the coming weeks. You’re in a phase of your
astrological cycle when every exit can indeed be an
entrance somewhere else—but only if you believe in
that possibility and are alert for it. So please dissolve
your current assumptions about the current chapter
of your life story so that you can be fully open to new
possibilities that could become available.

What do you like best about yourself when you’re
comfortable? What do you like best about yourself
when you feel challenged?

TESTIFY AT FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): “One must think with

the body and the soul or not think at all,” wrote
Libran author and historian Hannah Arendt. She
implied that thinking only with the head may spawn
monsters and demons. Mere conceptualization is
arid and sterile if not interwoven with the wisdom of
the soul and the body’s earthy intuitions. Ideas that
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MONTANA BREWERIES REMAIN OPEN!

MONTANABREWERS.ORG
#STAYSAFE
#BUYLOCAL
#MTBEER

