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(Mostly) Highs and Lows Across the State
The highest temperatures reported during the recording period included three significant 
rounds of record-breaking heat. In early June, temperatures of 101 degrees were reported at 
the Jordan Airport on June 3 and June 4, 101 degrees was reported at Biddle on June 5, 100 
degrees at Broadus on June 8, 106 degrees at Powderville on June 10 and 104 degrees at 

Hardin on June 14. Also on June 14, record-breaking highs were recorded from 89 to 102 degrees in 
Boulder, Bozeman, Chester, Dillon, Fort Benton, Helena, Havre, Lewistown, Stanford, Townsend, and 
West Yellowstone and on the same day, the 104-degree high at Helena Airport was the earliest 100-plus 
degree occurrence since 1900. Malta had a nocturnal heat burst from thunderstorm outflow that raised the 
temperatures from near 70 degrees to the lower 90s around 4:30 a.m. On June 15, a high of 111 degrees 
was recorded at Brandenburg. Helena and Bozeman reported the warmest June on record since records 
started in the late 1890s. A third heat wave gripped the state at the end of June and by June 29, numerous 
weather reporting sites had already seen two or more days of daytime temperatures reaching or exceeding 
90 degrees, with the potential to dramatically add to running totals of consecutive days of at or above 90 
degrees. In addition to extreme high temperatures, the duration of the heatwaves were unprecedented with 
past early summer heatwave events. For example, Missoula had not observed a five-day stretch of high 
temps of greater than 95-degree days starting before July 1 dating back to 1893. The lowest temperature 
of the reporting period was recorded at 23 degrees at Bannack State Park on June 11. 

Drought and Deluge
Moderate to exceptional drought covers 36.5% of the United States. Abnormal dryness and 
drought are currently affecting over 143 million people, about 46% of the population. In Great 
Falls on June 4, a deluge associated with a microburst brought peak winds of 55 mph and 
rainfall rates of up to 3.43” per hour and when record heat abated mid-month, wet, slushy 

snow was reported at Lost Trail Pass and Homestake Pass on June 10. Also on June 10, the Missoula 
Airport received .85” of precipitation, breaking the previous daily record of 83” set in 1929. On June 14, 
high temperatures and gusty winds had again elevated fire weather conditions to critical across southwest 
Montana. By June 15, a Red Flag warning was in effect for much of southwest and central Montana.

Fire Season 2021
By June 15, the Lone Tree Fire was burning in the Missouri Breaks of southern Blaine 
County and the Deep Creek Fire was burning east of Townsend. The Robertson Draw Fire 
also blew up during the hot and dry period mid-month in central Montana. If using the 
backcountry and in general during high fire danger: check fire restrictions or closures on 

public lands before recreating or traversing in these areas, don’t leave campfires or any coals unattended, 
don’t park over tall, dry grass, don’t let tow chains drag, don’t burn dangerous items like glass or alu-
minum cans and don’t fly drones near wildfires. Before starting any project like welding or grinding, 
have the proper safety equipment and clear flammable vegetation. Learn more at SmokeyBear.com.

Continuing COVID-19 Health Emergency
Many individual county health departments across the state, in accordance with the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC), require all residents to wear masks when visiting any public 
establishment if they have not been vaccinated. COVID-19 cases and deaths in the United 
States have dropped to their lowest levels in nearly a year, and the number of people vac-

cinated continues to grow. As of July 1, 2021, nearly 150 million people in the U.S. are fully vaccinated. 
At press time, community transmission in Montana continued to be noted as moderate to low in general 
although still high in Flathead, Powell, Blaine, Dawson and Powder River counties, and Fallon, Philips 
and Cascade counties reported a substantial level of community transmission. Overall, rate of death and 
hospitalizations had decreased. Counties provide data directly to the CDC regarding COVID cases, 
transmission, vaccinations and deaths and this data can be found aggregated weekly at covid.cdc.gov/
covid-data-tracker. To date, the U.S. reports 613,615 total deaths (an increase of 26,000 over the past 
month) and a total of 34,120,500 cases, an increase of less than one million cases in the last month.

Vaccination Push Across the State
Vaccines now being administered have been shown through medical trials to provide sig-
nificant protection to individuals to prevent or lessen the impact of developing COVID-19. 
Vaccines are now available for free across Montana for anyone over 12 years old through 
local health departments and national pharmacy chains such as Wal-Mart, CVS, Walgreens 

and Albertsons/Safeway. Approximately 461,776 people or 43% of Montanans were reported fully 
immunized in the state.

MONTANA ALMANAC

From June 1 to July 1, 2021
Sources: National Weather Service (NWS) and Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
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BYGONE DAYS
Bygone Days are compiled from 

archives of Montana newspapers. 
Years featured: 1897, 1937 and 1962. 

The Helena Independent
July 2, 1897
“A Missoula Outrage. Indignities Heaped 

Upon a Citizen by a Gang of Roysterers. 
Special to the Independent. Missoula, July 
1.--Just after the death of King Faro last 
night a jolly crowd of young men who had 
been watching the funeral espied E.C. Re-
itz, principal of a business college here, and 
one of his teachers, named Rouser. The two 
had been visiting the gambling houses to see 
what was going on and the boys didn’t like 
the way the pair was acting. They had made 
themselves obnoxious during the winter by 
their actions in connection with the crusade 
against the concert halls, and the crowd 
showed its sentiment by hooting and jeer-
ing. Reitz crossed the street and foolishly 
tried to argue with his tormentors. This gave 
them the chance they wanted, and the self-
appointed disciple of reform was deluged 
with a bucket of slops thrown from a second 
story window. Retreating to a saloon he was 
ducked with the contents of a seltzer bottle, 
then he fled to the Florence hotel, where he 
was met by a part of the crowd with a fire 
hose. That settled it. The poor fellow was 
drenched and the disturbance became so 
great that the proprietor of the hotel threw 
Reitz out of the house.”

The Helena Independent
July 6, 1897
“Home For Soldiers. Institution at Co-

lumbia Falls Dedicated on the Anniversary 
of Independence Day… Yesterday was ap-
propriately chosen by the trustees of the sol-
diers home at Columbia Falls for the dedica-
tion of the home, which has recently been 
furnished completely throughout and is now 
ready to receive inmates…. There were re-
marks by commandant Hillmann... And the 
address of the day was delivered by repre-
sentative Fred Whiteside, of Kalispell. Mr. 
Whiteside spoke of the soldier of today and 
the patient fortitude with which he bore the 
burden imposed on him by the war of the 
rebellion that closed 32 years ago. Viewing 
in retrospect the events that led to the war 
and the necessity for such homes as that at 
Columbia Falls, the speaker went on: ‘but 
our forefathers did make one mistake, and 
it was a grievous one. They thought the lib-
erty which they had won was for themselves 
alone. The chains of English tyranny which 
they struck from their own limbs they riv-
eted upon the limbs of the black man. And, 
like every other wrong, whether committed 
by individual or by nation, for that wrong 
atonement had to be made. And for the first 
80 years of our national life every child that, 
through slavery, was torn from its mother’s 
breast, every father sold from his wife and 
family, every stripe laid upon a quivering 
back, was added to the score that we must 
eventually pay. Before the finger of time in 
the history of our government had marked 
the 1st century of our national progress, the 
score was paid to the uttermost. To wipe out 
that one little word of five letters which our 
forefathers placed in the constitution, it took 
rivers of brave men’s blood and an ocean 
of woman’s tears….And the results of that 

conflict are yet to be measured. While this 
home is one of the results, it is one of the 
smallest. It has been called a war to free the 
slaves, but the freeing of the slaves was but 
an incident in the final result.”

The Virginia City Madisonian
July 10, 1897
“Mrs. W.F. Wittich, an employe of the 

People’s dry good store, Butte, horse-
whipped the manager of the millinery de-
partment because he received the credit for 
work she says she performed.”

The Dillon Tribune
July 16, 1897
“Alice Postoffice, July 14. I almost shrink 

form the thrilling act least I may startle the 
whole world into convulsions, but it is sim-
ply my duty and I have nerved my arm for 
the occasion, here goes. It is a spook; a real 
live spook! Just think of it! And it is none 
of your ‘white sheet,’ ‘agony moaning’ night 
appearing things, but a black one, walking 
along a certain portion of a certain road in 
open day. Its appearance is not witnessed 
by one lone individual, but by many includ-
ing some unsuspecting children, and others 
whose words are above question (including 
your humble servant). About 8 or 9 o’clock 
in the morning it would be seen walking 
along the road and occasionally it would sit 
or squat down for a moment and then re-
sume its walk. Its form resembled that of a 
man with legs at least six feet long. When 
squatting it appeared only 18 or 20 inches. 
Its strides, when walking, were about 7 or 
8 feet. The road it would pass over is along 
the east of the old Nesbitt farm, where it 
leaves the main Medicine Lodge road and 
leads toward this post office. It walks along 
for about a quarter of a mile to, at or near 
the bridge over Jules Gayaz’ ditch, and there 
disappears. It leaves no tracks. It passes over 
the road always in the same direction—
down the creek. The people living on the 
Nesbitt ranch and myself are they who saw 
it. I saw it but once. The others saw it seven 
or eight times. The reality of its appearance 
cannot be doubted. Let no one who reads 
this question a single statement, for they can 
all be sustained by oath. The only thing to do 
is to try to account for the appearance. Who 
can do it?”

The Virginia City Madisonian
July 17, 1897

“William Barbour and a man named 
Holmes had a dispute over a card game at 
Absorakee[sic], a town on the ceded strip 
of the Crow reservation. After the row was 
over Holmes invited the house up to have 
a drink. Barbour responded with the rest, 
when Holmes accused him of having got-
ten the best of the card game. Barbour de-
nied the charge and Holmes covered him 
with a gun. Barbour ran out of the house and 
was followed to his home by Holmes. Bar-
bour eluded him and returned to the saloon. 
Holmes returned and again chased Barbour 
out of the saloon. He then stooped down to 
pick up some rocks to defend himself with, 
and Holmes opened fire. At the third shot he 
was hit in the groin and sank to the ground in 
a dying condition. At the point of his smok-
ing pistol Holmes commanded a cowboy 
to deliver up his horse to him, and jumping 
into the saddle made his escape. A posse was 
soon organized and in a few hours the mur-
derer was captured and taken to Red Lodge 
and lodged in jail. Holmes is about 30 years 
old, while his victim was over 50. Both men 
had been drinking, Holmes being pretty well 
loaded.” 

The Butte Montana Standard
July 26, 1937

“Old Ring Star Saves Tot From Death in 
Lake. ‘Montana Jack’ Sullivan, famous old-
time fighter and Butte electrician, received 
the applause of thousands attending a district 
sportsmen’s picnic at Echo lake yesterday as 
he saved a three-year-old boy from drown-
ing. One of the greatest crowds that ever 
attended an event of the kind in Montana 
saw the speed boats race in near shore and 
a tot fall out. Frank Dunbar, manager of the 
local Firestone agency, saw the slip. It was 
his baby son, Jacky. Dunbar leaped into the 
water with Sullivan, both fully clothed. Both 
dived a second time as the youngster went 
down a second time. The powerful Sullivan 
was first to reach the lad, swooped him under 
one arm and with a few expert strokes had 
him safely ashore.”

The Virginia City Madisonian
July 27, 1962

“Cowboy Artist Art Brown, whose pic-
tures of Western life have been compared to 
those of Master Charles Russell, was buried 
in Virginia City’s Hillside cemetery Saturday 
afternoon. And before the grave was closed a 
movement was under way to raise a memo-
rial stone to him… Art Brown died as he had 
lived much of his life—broke and subsisting 
on the charity of friends. And those friends 
saved his body from a nameless grave… Art 
Brown was born April 27, 1911, in Raynes-
ford… During his childhood, the family 
moved to Geyser and then to Great Falls, 
where he grew up. Never much for school-
ing, he spent most of his time with his grand-
parents on a cattle ranch. One of his sisters 
said that ‘even the rocks on the old folks’ 
place were covered with Art’s sketches.’ He 
left school after the eighth grade and devel-
oped his style of art through constant prac-
tice and private study. He drew more for the 
love of drawing than for any practical pur-
pose and many of his sketches were given to 
friends or traded in on a bar bill. As a young 
man, he married Vera Egan of Great Falls. 
To this union were born five children—three 
girls and two boys. The marriage failed, 
however, and after their separation, in later 
years, Art, himself, did not know where his 

children were… At the outbreak of World 
War II, Brown joined the Army and saw ac-
tion in the South Pacific and India. After the 
war, Art more or less drifted around, spend-
ing some time in Virginia City. Somewhat 
of an alcoholic, he experienced periods of 
prosperity, when he stayed sober and did 
some fine art work, alternating with times of 
unsobriety, when he would draw any kind of 
a quick sketch for a few drinks…. Probably 
his best known drawing is ‘No Help Want-
ed,’ a pen-and-ink picture of an early-day au-
tomobile scattering a herd of cattle while two 
angry cowboys race their mounts to keep the 
bunch intact. This picture hung for years in 
the Cowboy Museum in Great Falls. An-
other Art Brown sketch seen by thousands of 
people is that of a prospector’s pack which is 
in the Historical Society’s museum in Hel-
ena. Brown’s greatest bid for fame as an art-
ist was centered around Virginia City, where 
sketches such as ‘Dan’s Bounce to Fortune’ 
immortalize incidents and places in early 
Montana history

The Butte Montana Standard
July 28, 1962

“Air Force Reports Bodies of All Crew-
men in B47 Crash Recovered. Livingston. 
(UPI). All four bodies have been recovered 
from the twisted wreckage of an Air Force 
B47 that crashed and exploded in sheets of 
flames Monday night on Emigrant Peak, 35 
miles south of here. The announcement of 
the recovery came from Hamilton Air Force 
Base in California. The plane was on a train-
ing mission from Dyess Air Force Base in 
Texas and was one of several flying over 
Montana when the crash occurred. It was 
carrying four officers. One of the bodies was 
recovered from the wreckage Tuesday. The 
others were not located at the crash scene 
until late Thursday, Air Force at Hamilton 
told UPI. Friday, mop-up operations of a 
forest fire set by the crash was near comple-
tion. The US Forest Service said a 40-50 acre 
area was burned when the plane struck the 
7,500 foot level of the mountain. The six-
engine stratojet was broken into hundreds of 
pieces when it hit the mountain. It took more 
than an hour to walk completely around the 
wreckage. Dyess Air Force Base listed the 
crew members of the B47 as Capt. Joseph 
Faulconer, 29, Eldorado, an instructor- pilot; 
1st Lt. Lloyd G. Sawyers, 29, Cisco, Texas, 
pilot; 1st Lt. David T. Sutton, Mi-Kan, in-
structor- pilot; 1st Lt. Frederick J. Hixen-
baugh, 24, Burton, W. Va., navigator- bom-
bardier.”  E

Bygone Days are compiled by Jen Eames.

For daily Bygone Days, follow 
@MontanaPress on Facebook.
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he sun beats down like a hammer on an 
anvil.  Dust-dry topsoil blows away in 
the wind as crops wither and brown un-
der the merciless heat.  Once great riv-

ers are reduced to trickles and pools, quickly 
heating to lethal temperatures for the wild 
trout that brought world acclaim to our state. 
The sky turns hazy from distant 
wildfires crawling closer every 
day, and soon thick clouds of 
smoke will obscure mountains 
long bare of snowcaps.  This 
is Montana’s summer of 2021 
with temperature records, un-
like rain, falling daily as the in-
escapable truth of global warm-
ing strikes with a vengeance.

Of all the 70,000 lies Trump 
told before the American peo-
ple kicked him out of the White 
House, his denial of global 
warming, which he ignorantly 
dubbed “a Chinese hoax,” is 
now causing long-term damag-
es far beyond his pitiful imag-
ining.  Unfortunately, his utter 
lack of understanding even ru-
dimentary science – and rejec-
tion of those who do – has been 
embraced by his delusional fol-
lowers, including those at the 
highest levels of political office 
in Montana.  But denial is not a 
river in Egypt – and try as they 
may, the harsh realities of our 
ever-hotter planet will not sim-
ply go away.

This is Montana – so named 
because it’s “spine of the world” 
mountains scrape the sky while 
its headwaters feed three great 
continental drainages to the 
Atlantic, Pacific, and Hudson 
Bay.  Yet as we go to press in 
these early days of summer fol-
lowing what is normally one of 
our wettest months, our major 
municipalities have implement-
ed and are enforcing water use 
restrictions because those head-
water streams can’t run bank 
full when the snowpack upon 
which they rely disappeared 
long ago; our trout streams are 
restricted or shut down entirely 
to fishing, and our tinder dry 
forests await the spark.  

In the meantime, faced with the plethora 
of unprecedented challenges of record heat 
and extreme drought, our Republican gover-
nor struggles to respond and, so far, has failed 
miserably. Take, for instance, that Montana’s 
Department of Natural Resources and Con-
servation, the lead agency for water resources 
in the state, is now headed by a 31-year old 
Gianforte political appointee from the East 
Coast.  Not to put too fine a point on it, but the 
East Coast does not manage its water resourc-
es under the Doctrine of Prior Appropriation, 
commonly known as Western Water Law.  In 
the West, “first in time is first in right” when 
it comes to who gets to divert water from our 
rivers and streams.  Hence, those with the old-
est “senior” water rights can continue to divert 

and use whatever water remains while “junior 
users” are cut-off under low flow conditions.  

To understand the complexities of Western 
Water Law – and how it relates to very real 
impacts on the ground and in the rivers – is not 
something you pick up in a few short months 
after re-locating to Montana. Yet, as the state 

smolders and the rivers 
go dry, we have a totally 
inexperienced newbie 
heading our key water 
management agency.

But wait, what about 
Governor Gianforte 
himself? Ah yes, leaping 
into action in the face of 
our baking summer he 
has decided the thing to 
do is declare a drought 
emergency – and tell 
state agencies to ask the 
federal government for 
money to compensate 
for agricultural losses. 
As for the problems 
facing the other million 
Montanans, well, noth-
ing so far is coming from 
his clueless office and 
administration. 

Nor, sad to say, are we 
being well-served by our 
Congressional delega-
tion – just the opposite, 
in fact. As a recent ar-
ticle revealed, Exxon-
Mobil’s senior govern-
mental affairs manager, 
in a recorded Zoom call, 
lauded both Senator 
Daines, a Republican, 
and Senator Tester, a 
Democrat, as two of the 
11 senators the oil and 
gas mega-corporation 
considers “crucial” to 
their interests.  As Mon-
tana burns up, our sena-
tors are going to bat for 
more oil and gas explo-
ration, production, and 
use. 

Considering we still 
have the traditionally 
hottest and driest two 
months ahead of us, none 

of this is good news.  In fact, it’s a shameful 
dereliction of leadership and responsibility by 
those who claim to be “public servants” and 
upon whom the care of this beautiful state has 
been placed.  

If that harsh reality causes consternation, it 
should.  It should also, once and for all, put 
Trump’s lies about global warming to rest.  As 
for the politicians that still evince loyalty to 
those lies and are allowing and supporting the 
on-going destruction of our planet’s life sup-
port system -- it’s long past time they acknowl-
edge the inescapable truth of global warming, 
abandon their foolish adherence to denial, and 
take aggressive steps to counter, not enable, 
the on-going and increasingly deleterious ef-
fects on our state, nation, and world. To do less 
is, simply put, a dereliction of duty. E      

T
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he Snake River is a behemoth marvel of 
nature with mouths, bridges, and inlets that 
encompass more than 1,000 miles across 

parts of six states. Originating from a series of 
small headwaters in the Rocky Mountains of 
western Wyoming, it cuts its vast, tangled mark 
through southern Idaho, including Idaho Falls, 
a city in Bonneville County.

On Monday, July 9, 1973, at approximately 
7:42 p.m., the body of a young woman was 
discovered near the river’s greenish-bluish 
shoreline, a sunny, radiant sky above.

The falling rays of the evening sun streamed 
through the trees off Milligan Road, lighting a 
wooded area of trees and bushes where, about 
15 feet from the edge of the tributary and 
several steps from the road, a local man spotted 
a heavy, awkward lump in the ankle-high scrub.

Closer inspection revealed the bloody and 
begrimed features of a prostrate Caucasian 
female with light brown hair, dark frame 
glasses, about 5 feet, 7 inches tall, and weighing 
about 110 pounds. Though fully clothed, the 
body was an unsightly mash of cuts, slashes, 
and bruises, emanating the metallic tang of 
caked blood. Her throat cut, she bled to death 
after the main artery in her neck was severed. 

The victim was stabbed multiple times, 
though knife wounds on the woman’s right 
side “were apparently not deep enough to 
have mortally wounded her,” according to a 
later coroner’s report. No determination was 
rendered regarding whether she was sexually 
assaulted. Details were scarce, though Sheriff 
Blaine Skinner told the media that he believed 
the kill site was the location where the body 
was discovered.   

A pair of prescription glasses and a green 
1969 Ford Mustang nearby identified the victim 
as Montana resident Donna Irene Lemon. Later, 
dental records were also traced and matched to 
her. 

Donna’s vehicle was located off Broadway 
in Idaho Falls, where it was “parked 
inconspicuously for several days” about one 
mile from where its owner was found; its doors 
were unlocked and some of its contents were 
strewn across the dashboard and seats and it 
yielded a smattering of dried patches of blood 
“by the driver’s door handle and on a shift 
handle,” according to police records. 

Though DNA technology was still in its 
embryonic stages, a partial palm print and a 
number of fingerprints were preserved.

Before long, investigators were to determine 
that the victim was a well-liked young lady who 
was “quiet, happy and fun, without a mean bone 
in her body,” as one friend recalled her. Donna 
was from a well-grounded family and was born 
and raised in the Gallatin Canyon. At the time, 
she was a 20-year-old nurse who was living in 
Bozeman, Montana, a city roughly 200 miles 
north of where her life ended abruptly along the 
shore of the Snake River in eastern Idaho.

With interstate coordination in the early 
1970s a bit haphazard, authorities in two 
states investigated many possibilities, though 
largely separately, in an attempt to determine 
the woman’s trail to Idaho and who had 
brutally ended her life. Combined, they chased 
hundreds of tips, which lead them down a 
number of frustrating cul-de-sacs.

To date, all of the hard work by Montana and 
Idaho authorities has proved futile. The case of 
Donna Lemon’s death has remained unsolved 
for 48 years.  

ROOTS IN THE 
GALLATIN CANYON

Daughter of George and Clara Lou Lemon, 
Donna Irene Lemon was born November 7, 
1952 and lived most of her life in the Gallatin 
Canyon, about forty-five miles south of 
Bozeman. George, a former military engineer 
in the Army’s Tenth Mountain Division, was 
an avid outdoorsman with a particular zeal for 
rock climbing, skiing, and horse packing trips.  

George married Clara Lou Barnes in 1950, 
and they lived in the home built from logs that 
George sawed with his own muscle. To support 
his family, George worked for the Montana 
State Highway Department. 

Donna was a quiet child, the first of George 
and Clara Lou’s two daughters along with 
younger sister Verna. From the earliest age, 
Donna is described as smart, disciplined and 
kind, someone who loved animals, and had 
inherited her father’s passion for remote places 
and physically challenging adventures. The 
Lemon girls were always surrounded by dogs, 

cats, or horses, and Donna and Verna would 
sometimes ensnare chipmunks in fox traps and 
keep them as pets for a while, before turning 
them loose or until they escaped back into the 
woods. 

Among their many frequent outdoor 
experiences, George regularly took Donna 
rock climbing – some old, thick ropes strung 
off of a cliff, nothing too extreme, just enough 
excitement to ensure a safe descent and enliven 
the senses.

 The family rode horses together, repeatedly 
embarking on pack and multi-day camping 
trips, crates of food and other critical supplies 
in tow, to the azure lakes in the Spanish Peaks 
mountain range in the Gallatin Canyon. Donna 
was a bold rider, always cool and fearless, and 
eager to ride all day. 

T

UNSOLVED MONTANA
A 48-year-old Mystery: Who Killed Donna Lemon?

At Bozeman High School, Donna was a member of the Girls’ Rifle Club – a yearbook photo 

shows a determined Donna taking aim at target practice – where she earned a reputation 

as a good marksman and a crack shot, and even pocketed a few medals from competitions. 
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“Donna was an avid backcountry skier, too,” 
says Verna Sene, Donna’s sister. “We would 
take off at night and go backcountry skiing in 
the moonlight. She loved rock climbing. Dad 
was good at that, too, and he pursued it with 
her. Fishing, camping, hunting, she loved the 
outdoors. We killed elk and deer.”

Patricia Barnes Conway is Donna Lemon’s 
first cousin. At the time that Donna was killed, 
Patricia was 16-years-old and staying with 
George, Clara Lou and Verna for the week and 
working at Buck’s T-4. 

“I admired her,” says Patricia. “She was a 
lot like the Mother Hen, and she watched out 
for the younger ones, and she had a maternal 
instinct to her. She was a loving, caring, quiet 
person, and she had a good sense of humor. Her 
and her dad had a very close relationship. In the 
woods, we’d go out hunting, where she was like 
a cat; she could sneak up on you and you would 
not know that she was coming. Our families 
spent every holiday together. Snowmobiling 
in the winter time. We kids would be gone for 
hours. We’d go sledding behind their house [the 
Lemons], or we snowshoed.”

Donna attended 
the Ophir school 
in the Gallatin 
Canyon  (now 
called the Big 
Sky School 
District #72) from 
k i n d e r g a r t e n 
through eighth 
grade  before 
traveling to 
Bozeman to 
complete junior 
high and high 
school.

“When we lived 
up in the Gallatin, 
few residents lived 
there year round,” 
says Verna Sene. 
“Ranches and dude 
ranches up and down 
the canyon were 
main attractions at 
that time. Our Ophir 
School had eight kids 
in all eight grades, a 
one-room school with 
a little cabin out back 
that the teacher lived in 
to stay right there. 

“Lots of times we had to go outside to the 
outhouse, and there would be moose in the 
yard, and we couldn’t get to the bathrooms.”

At Bozeman High School, Donna was a 
member of the Girls’ Rifle Club – a yearbook 
photo shows a determined Donna taking aim at 
target practice – where she earned a reputation 
as a good marksman and a crack shot, and even 
pocketed a few medals from competitions.  
After graduating in 1971, Donna spent two 
years working to obtain a degree at Montana 
State University as a Licensed Practical Nurse. 
As a refuge from studying, she whittled away 
stress at the shooting range at the University. 

SUMMER OF ‘73

In the summer of 1973, Donna was employed 
full-time as a nurse at Bozeman Health 
Deaconess Hospital, where she routinely 
worked the evening shift. She also worked a 
second job as a housekeeper at the Castle Rock 
Inn.

Photo from Donna Lemon’s roommate, 

Diane Mihalovich, of Donna (center) 

and her nursing school friends.

Donna Irene Lemon was born 

November 7, 1952 and lived 

most of her life in the Gallatin 

Canyon, about forty-five miles 

south of Bozeman For nearly 

five decades, authorities have 

tried to follow the violent path 

that brought the jovial, gentle-

spirited Donna from a life she 

loved in Bozeman, Montana, 

to such a grisly death in Idaho 

Falls, hundreds of miles away.   
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The girl from the Gallatin Canyon was 
now her own woman, embracing real-world 
responsibilities: tall and slender, her brown hair 
was neatly clipped, and she had a face marked 
with a pair of blue-gray eyes, a modest smile, 
and a calm, dignified expression that unfailingly 
inspired trust and respect. Though a heavily-
lidded left eye caused her to instinctively 
deflect her body position to the right, she was 
for the most part self-confident.  

In July 1973, Donna had just moved out 
of living quarters with her roommate Diane 
Mihalovich on the west end of Bozeman when 
Diane got married. Donna’s pleasant, single-
bedroom apartment on tree-lined Willson 
Avenue was closer to her employment at 
the hospital and adjacent to MSU where she 
planned to enroll in classes in the fall that would 
allow her to advance as a Registered Nurse.

“Donna was quiet, sweet, and very trusting,” 
says Mihalovich. 

“She went into the perfect profession for her,” 
says Donna’s friend Sherry Pierce, “because she 
was such a caring individual. I was younger by 
a couple of years, but we became fast friends…
We would go horseback riding, fishing, and do 
lots of outdoor activities. Her folks raised her 
that way; I’d been raised that way.”

A MYSTERY DISAPPEARANCE 
While police investigators have grappled with 

the task of reconstructing the victim’s last days, 
they are certain that on the evening of Tuesday, 
July 3, and the afternoon of Wednesday, July 
4, Donna Lemon and Sherry Pierce attended 
the Ennis rodeo together. Around the sights 
of kicking horses and clenching cowboys, 
Donna was smiling and relaxed. When a 
song from The Statler Brothers, or Gordon 
Lightfoot, or Johnny Cash erupted through 
the speakers (Pierce says Jack Blanchard and 
Misty Morgan’s “Tennessee Bird Walk” always 
brought a spurt of enthusiasm from her), Donna 
was a paragon of contentment. 

The following day, Thursday, July 5, the two 
friends had made plans to go horseback riding 
in the Gallatin Canyon, sometime after 4 p.m.

“Her folks lived five or six miles from where 
we lived,” says Sherry. “We lived right on 
West Fork Creek, a mile up the road, where we 
leased some property and had four or five head 
of horses, and that’s where we were planning 
to go. We were going to meet at my house and 
then go there.”

On July 5, sometime after 11 a.m., Donna 
stopped at the Corral Bar and met her sister 
Verna for hamburgers and bottles of Coke. 
Later, she reportedly was seen by the mother 
of one of her friends at the Standard station, 
on West Main in Bozeman, alongside her 
Mustang, a vehicle she had recently acquired 
at Ford’s garage on the trade-in of a Chevrolet 
Bel Air. Donna made eye contact and the two 
exchanged smiles and waves. 

At approximately 1 p.m., Donna picked up 
her paycheck of $316.80 at Bozeman Deaconess 
Hospital and stopped at Security Bank & Trust 
Co., in Bozeman, where she received $116.80 
back in cash.  

Police also believe that Donna went 
to Monarch’s Clothing Store at Buttrey’s 
shopping center in Bozeman, where she 
bumped into her cousin Patricia. Patricia was 
there with her mother and sister. Donna was 
alone. The Lemon family had plans to attend a 
family reunion in Moscow, Idaho the weekend 
of July 7 and 8, expecting to leave on Friday, 
July 6. For the occasion, Donna looked for new 
clothes, perhaps a special pair of jeans or a 
studded knit top.   

“Donna came in and said that she was getting 
ready for the reunion,” says Patricia. “Her and 
my sister tried on things in the dressing room 
together, and I think she bought a white shirt. 
I know she was trying some shirts on. She was 
going to pick up her paycheck and then go to 
the bank… She mentioned that she was going 
to be meeting a friend to go horseback riding at 
4 p.m. That was the last I saw of her…”

“Donna was planning to go out to pick up 
her paycheck and do something at the new 
apartment,” says Pierce. “She was planning 
to then head back up the canyon, where we 
would squeeze in a horseback ride in the early 
evening. Then she’d finish packing. Leave the 
next day to go to Idaho.” 

It is not known if Donna visited her 
apartment. Witness accounts, however, place 
Donna at Stacey’s Old Faithful Bar and 
Steakhouse, at 300 Mill Street, in Gallatin 

Gateway, at between roughly 2:30 and 4 p.m. 
There, according to bartender Jean Holland, 
Donna entered the bar, ordered a single can of 
Olympia to go, paid with a $1 bill, received the 
change, and then left. This transaction, which 
from start to finish lasted no more than five 
minutes, remains the last known or confirmed 
public sighting of Donna Lemon. Patty Wells, 
a young woman from Gallatin Gateway, told 
police she believed she saw Donna driving 
east towards Highway 191. Wells did not see 
anyone else in the vehicle with Lemon.   

“Her favorite thing to do was to drive up 
Gallatin Valley,” recalls Donna’s friend and 
former roommate Diana Mihalovich. “She 
would sit by the river and have a beer and 
smoke a cigarette, and contemplate life, and 
then head on home. Something I have thought 
that she might have done on the day she was 
last seen.”

Donna’s vehicle was located off Broadway in Idaho Falls, where, according 
to police records, it was “parked inconspicuously for several days” about one mile from the river where its owner 
was found; its doors were unlocked and some of its contents were strewn across the dashboard and seats. The car 
yielded a smattering of dried patches of blood “by the driver’s door handle and on a shift handle.” 

The discovery site in Idaho Falls, Idaho on July 10, 1973, the day after after the body of a 

brutally murdered young woman was discovered on the banks of the Snake River. Before 

long, investigators were to determine that the victim was Donna Lemon, the missing 

Bozeman-area practical nurse, a well-liked young lady who loved the outdoors and was, 

“quiet, happy and fun, without a mean bone in her body,” as one friend recalled her.   
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She never arrived at Pierce’s place for the 
horseback ride, nor did she stop in before the 
ride to visit with her parents nearby. 

Sherry Pierce called Donna’s house, did not 
receive a response and someone told her that 
her friend had not been seen by George or Clara 
Lou that evening, either. 

Pierce, heightened by a sense of unease, 
jumped into her car and started driving around 
the community. A few hours later, Sherry 
contacted Donna’s folks again. She remembers 
driving around with her friend’s increasingly 
concerned parents for several hours, well into 
the dark.  

“The next day,” says Pierce, “we drove the 
canyon again because we thought she might’ve 
driven off of the road in an obscure place.” 

“We knew something was wrong,” says 
Donna’s sister Verna, “though the protocol 
of law enforcement for someone Donna’s 
age was—that she probably had a fight with 
her boyfriend or that she had run off with a 
boyfriend—not to deal with it right away.” 

CHASING SUSPECTS
For nearly five decades, authorities have 

tried to follow the violent path that brought 
the jovial, gentle-spirited Donna Lemon from 
a life she loved in Bozeman, Montana, to such 
a grisly death hundreds of miles away in Idaho 
Falls. 

“There were a lot of out-of-state workers in 
the area at Big Sky,” says Sherry Pierce, “a lot 
of people from out-of-town, or who weren’t 
local, from other places in the state. But I’ve 
always felt that because it was up close and 
personal, and because the circumstances of the 
car and location and other things surrounding it, 
that it was someone she knew.”

From the beginning of the investigation Idaho 
authorities considered that few people were 
killed in such a gruesome fashion by someone 
they had no acquaintance with. But they 
entertained the notion that Donna’s death could 
be the work of serial killer David Meirhofer, 
who committed four horrific and random 
murders in the Bozeman area between 1967 
and 1974 before determining that Meirhofer 
had no part in Sonna’s death.

Contract workers with transient ties to the 
building and expansion of the Big Sky Ski 
Resort were investigated, as were factory 
workers at nearby Gallatin Gateway Cheese 
Factory. 

“The area was a booming place for transients 
and seasonal workers at the time,” says 
Detective Mike Hammer of the Bonneville 
County Police Department. “The time frame of 
that summer time shows a big influx, a lot of 
people who could have come and gone, or who 
could have been there and no one could have 
known.” 

As is common procedure in a murder 
investigation, police probed Donna’s 
relationship history; there was no husband to 
question, though she had date casually over 
the years, and was seeing a man named Gary 
Scheidecker at the time of her death. 

Scheidecker, who worked as a security guard 
at Big Sky Resort in the summer of 1973 and 
later worked at the Gallatin County Sheriff’s 
Office, says that to the best of his recollection, 
he was away on military leave at the time of 
Donna’s abduction. Though police reports 
place Scheidecker and his friend Ric Brown at 
the same rodeo event that Donna attended the 
evening before she was last seen, Scheidecker 
says that doesn’t recall the exact day or time 
that he last saw Donna.

“It was a while...it might have been sometime 
before she died, I don’t know,” says Gary 
Scheidecker. “I was interviewed by the FBI 
right afterwards. I don’t remember much about 

her. All I know was that she was supposed to 
meet a friend after stopping at Stacey’s.” 

There was also one local Gallatin Gateway 
man around Donna’s age who seemed to be 
especially obsessed by her. Police identified 
and honed in on him and even members of his 
family, though none have ever officially been 
charged in connection to the crime. 

While plausible theories exist involving 
the possibility of a serial killer or a random 
attacker, no one who knew Donna believes she 
would have let a stranger in her vehicle.    

Donna was last seen in Bozeman on July 
5, but her car was first observed by an Idaho 
Falls police officer working the night shift on 
July 7, 1973, two days before its owner was 
discovered. The whereabouts of Donna and the 
vehicle on July 6, 1973 are unknown.

“It is hard to imagine that Donna would have 
stopped willingly to give someone a ride on the 
highway unless she knew them,” says Verna 
Sene. 

Shortly after Donna’s murder, the FBI 
assisted local authorities in the identification 
and processing of the various fingerprints that 
were powdered and pulled from the interior of 
Donna’s vehicle.  

“The FBI told me then that they were damn 
sure that Donna’s killer was someone that 
she and we knew,” says Pierce. “They were 
cautioning me and concerned for my safety, 
and felt that I could alert this person in some 
fashion, and that I may become on this person’s 
list. At the time, I was afraid.”

Many questions surrounding the uncharted 
details of Donna’s death still haunt the 
investigation. Was the murder scene indeed in 
Idaho Falls or was Donna killed in the Bozeman 
area? 

“I would say that she was likely killed in Idaho 
Falls,” says Detective Mike Hammer. “There 
is no reason to believe that she was leaving to 
come to Idaho Falls or it was a destination. It’s 
likely the killer or killers were in the car when 

she got to Idaho Falls. Nothing says that it had 
to be one person or that it wasn’t more than 
one… There was just enough decomposition 
and bloating that would hide some of that stuff 
that we would be very interested in knowing.” 

Hammer refers to DNA technology, namely 
the partial samples collected from the Mustang 
almost a half century ago, that might be able 
help unravel the secrets shrouding Donna’s 
murder.   

In 2009, the Bonneville County Sheriff’s 
Office announced hey had DNA samples to work 
with and said they had identified three men as 
potential suspects. The testing of the new DNA 
technology cleared one of the suspects from 
the pool. According to the January 2009 press 
release, another DNA test was being applied 
to the DNA of the second suspect (it failed to 
match), and the third suspect still needed to be 
tracked down by authorities and be tested.

“We had the crude DNA profile of a male, 
but nobody that could be tied to it,” says Mike 
Hammer. 

SEARCH FOR RESOLUTION
For many years George and Clara Lou 

watched helplessly while the investigation 
of the brutal death of their beloved daughter 
petered into oblivion; they had no ability to 
avenge their loss, no remedy but tears. 

“No one seems to be able to come up with 
an answer to our questions,” Clara Lou once 
said to the press. “Who and why? Somewhere, 
someone knows these answers. Will they ever 
be answered for us?”

Both George and Clara Lou Lemon died 
without ever knowing the hard facts of their 
child’s fate.

“The truth is that we don’t know what 
happened to Donna,” says Detective Hammer. 
“There were multiple suspects and possibilities 
that made them likely. Stats show that most 
people are killed by someone close to them. But 
it could have been a stranger.”

Hammer says that it is confounding that 
such a terrible crime could happen in an area 
as insular as Gallatin Gateway was in the 1970s 
without tongues sooner or later loosening.

“It’s hard to believe that in a close-knit 
community like Bozeman in 1973 was that 
nothing has ever come up. We are hoping that 
someone could provide that one lead or that one 
new thought or spark that connects the dots for 
us.”

Despite the disappointment of dead ends, 
Donna’s family and friends are not doomed 
to thinking that the killer will forever escape 
identification or that an arrest in this crime is 
out of the question.   

“Donna’s murder was earth shattering to a lot 
of people,” says Patricia Barnes Conway. “And 
it still is.”

Forty miles south of Bozeman on the 
grounds at Soldiers Chapel Cemetery on the 
West Fork of the Gallatin River, a memorial 
fountain engraved in Donna Lemon’s memory 
was erected a few years after she was murdered. 
The inscription reads: “In loving memory of 
our friend, Donna Irene Lemon, 1952-1973. By 
Gallatin Canyon young people.” E      

—Brian D’amBrosio

To provide information or tips regarding 
the murder of Donna Lemon, please contact 
Detective Mike Hammer at (208) 529-1350 or 
mhammer@co.bonneville.id.us ,or the Idaho 
Cold Case Tip Line at 1-844-TIP-4040. Brian 
D’Ambrosio may reached at dambrosiobrian@
hotmail.com

Donna Lemon was last seen in Bozeman, Montana  on July 5, 1973 driving the 

1969 Ford Mustang pictured above. The Mustang was first observed by an 

Idaho Falls police officer in Idaho’s Bonneville County who was working the 

night shift on July 7, 1973, two days before its owner was discovered. Partial 

DNA samples collected from the Mustang almost a half century ago might be 

able to help detectives unravel the secrets shrouding Donna Lemon’s murder.



y mid summer in Montana, folks are 
flocking to their local farmer’s markets 
across the state. With ample sunshine, 
the fruits of the earth on the high plains 
are myriad when the growing season 

kicks into high gear every year in July. 
Sourcing local ingredients insures the 

freshest quality for all skill levels of cooks and 
chefs. Many professional kitchens in Montana 
depend on local produce and meat all year but 
during the summer season, the state’s bounty 
becomes readily available to all in a rush of 
sweet onions, cucumbers, squash, carrots and 
radishes. Beautiful varietals of flowers abound 
and the huckleberries so coveted for Montana-
made products begin to ripen in the high 
country. 

The Montana farmer’s markets provide 
a place to showcase so many of Montana’s 
edible treasures along with crafts and arts from 
talented residents who tour the state with their 
work. 

Montana artisans are returning this season to 
the farmer’s markets and fairs after a longer-
than-expected winter that started for many in 
2020 when some community markets were 
suspended. Now, the markets of Montana are 
back in full swing, featuring jewelry, hand-
made beauty products, jams, wools and yarns 
and handicrafts alongside the bountiful produce 
offerings. 

Stands of home-baked goods and food trucks 
and kiosks offering everything from noodles to 
knockwurst are ubiquitous at any community 
farmer’s market in Montana and across the state 
this year, no shortage of vendors will offer the 
instant gratification of tantalizing treats on-site.

Although the Montana growing season 
is short, it is plentiful, and supporting local 
and regional farms and farmers helps keep 
agriculture sustainable. In 1950, Montana was 
a self-sustaining island of food production 
and imported less than 50% of its food. 
Now, Montana residents import over 95% of 
their food. Supporting local markets helps 
minimize transport costs, encourages local food 
production and distribution systems, and helps 
to sustain Montana businesses.  

The following contains a listing but not 
necessarily a comprehensive list of the seasonal 
farmer’s markets in the area.

For more information on local farmer’s 
markets, reach out to the contact listed or 
website provided or check with a local chamber 
of commerce or visitor center. 

Anaconda Community Market 
Opening July 20, 2021
Kennedy Commons - Anaconda
Tuesdays - 4 pm. To 7 p.m. 
AnacondaCommunityFoundation.org

Belgrade Community Market
Open through September 2, 2021
205 E Main St - Belgrade
Thursdays - 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
BelgradeCommunityMarket.com 

Bigfork Farmers 
Market Cooperative

Open through mid-October
8098 Hwy 35 - Bigfork
Wednesdays - 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.
BigforkFarmersMarket.com 

The Bigfork Farmers’ Market Cooperative 
was established in 2007 and is an association 
of small, local businesses organized to provide 
an economical alternative venue for vendors 
to sell their products and for consumers to 
purchase locally grown, manufactured, baked 
and processed produce, foods, arts and crafts.

Bigfork Village Market
Open through September 27, 2021
191 Mill Street - Bigfork
Mondays - 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Info: info@bigforkmarket.com

Fresh local food, live music and curated 
goods on the banks of the Swan River in 
downtown Bigfork.

Big Sky Farmers Market
Open through August 25, 2021
33 Lone Peak Dr. - Bigfork
Wednesdays 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
BigSkyFarmersMarket.com 

105 vendors featuring fresh produce, herbs, 
plants, flowers, baked goods, art, jewelry, and 
clothing as well as Montana-made products like 
antler art and woodworking and live music and 
children’s activities. 

Big Timber/Sweet Grass County 
Farmers Market

Open through September.
Lions Club Park - Big Timber
Fridays 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Info: BTFarmersMarket@gmail.com 

Healthy by Design 
Gardener’s Market 

Open through October 7, 2021
South Park - Billings
Thursdays - 4:30 p.m.  - 6:30 p.m.  
HealthyByDesignYellowstone.org 

Boulder Farmers Market
Open through August.
Veteran’s Park Main St/Hwy 69 
Next to City Hall - Boulder 
Thursdays - 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
BoulderMtChamber.org 
Or Connie at (406) 225-3288

Gallatin Valley Farmers Market 
Open through September 11, 2021
901 N. Black - Bozeman
Saturdays - 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
GallatinValleyFarmersMarket.com 

Bogert Farmers Market
Open through September
Bogert Park - Bozeman
Tuesdays - 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.  
BogertFarmersMarket.org 

The Bogert Farmer’s Market is dedicated 
to the promotion of local growers, artisans, 
crafters, musicians, non-profits, small 
businesses and culinary artists. The Market is 
a Fundraiser for the Friends of Parks, a not-
for-profit, whose members are community 
volunteers who commit the Markets revenues 
to the preservation and improvements of 
Bozeman Parks.

Broadus Farmers Market 
Open through September 25, 2021
106 W Holt St - Broadus
Saturdays - 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Info: powderriver@montana.edu

Butte Farmers Market
Open through October 2, 2021
West Park St. - Butte
Saturdays - 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
MainStreetButte.org

Since 1995, the Butte Farmers’ Market has 
earned a reputation for providing shoppers 
with hanging and bedding plants, farm fresh 
eggs, chickens, fruits and vegetables from 
many gardens in the Butte area, Hutterite 
colonies near Choteau, and Hmong vegetable 
gardens in the Missoula and Bitteroot area. 
Vendors provide a wide variety of baked 
goods, packaged sausages, fresh produce and 
cut flowers, salsa, and other prepared foods. A 
variety of arts and crafts by craftspeople from 
throughout Southwest Montana are also present 
each Saturday.

Rocky Mountain Front
Farmers Market

Open through September
North Main Ave. and 8th St. NW - Choteau
Saturdays - 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Info: mabelbabe@yahoo.com 

The market features fruits and vegetables, 
fresh breads and pastries, unique crafts and 
perennial plants and flowers. Atthe Visitors 
Center parking lot in Choteau.

 

Shields Valley Farmers Market
Open through August
Holliday Park - Clyde Park
Mondays 4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Info: shieldsmarket@yahoo.com 

Columbia Falls 
Community Market

Open through September 30, 2021
830 1st Ave West - Columbia Falls
Thursdays - 5 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
CFCommunitymarket.com 

The market space provides ample parking for 
vendors and attendees, an enclosed but open-air 
selling space, a central music stage and dance 
floor, food court, and highway-front location at 
the heart of town and the gateway to Glacier 
National Park.
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Baker Produce Market
Opening July 10, 2021
Elevator parking lot - Baker
Saturdays 8 a.m. - ... 
Info: info@productsoftheprairie.com

Columbus Farmers Market
Open through September 2, 2021
Railroad Park - Columbus
Thursdays 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
StillwaterCountyChamber.com

Culbertson Farmers Market
Open through September 25, 2021
Highway 2 - Culbertson
When: Monday, 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Info: Karadawn4u@gmail.com 

Darby Farmers Market
Open through September 14, 2021.
101 E Tanner Ave - Darby
Tuesdays 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
DarbyMt.net

Featuring local Montana vendors selling a 
variety of fresh foods, services and handmade 
items.

Dillon Farmers’ Market 
Open through September 18, 2021
20 N. Montana St.
Saturdays 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
DillonFarmersMarket.blogspot.com 

Helena Farmers Markets
Open through October 30, 2021
City Hall - East Helena
Tuesdays - 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Open through September 30, 2021
Fuller Avenue - Helena 
Saturdays - 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

HelenaFarmersMarket.com 
The Helena Farmers’ Market is the longest-

running market in the state of Montana. 
Celebrating its 48th birthday in June 2021, the 
market stretches two full blocks in downtown 
Helena, drawing over 350 vendors, local 
farmers, artisans, and food vendors rotating 
through the season.

Capitol Square Farmers Market 
Open through September 28, 2021
State Capitol - Helena 
Tuesdays 2:30 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
CapitolSquareFarmersMarket@gmail.com 

Held in the South Oval directly behind the 
State Capitol Building in Helena, this market 
is sponsored by the State of Montana – Dept. 
of Agriculture and General Services Division 
and features fresh produce, locally-made crafts, 
baked goods and a selection of food trucks.

Eureka Farmers Market
Open through September
Memorial Park - Eureka
Wednesdays: 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
EurekaMontana.org 

Eureka’s local Farmers Market features locally 
grown fresh produce as well as Made-in-
Montana handicrafts in a park setting with live 
music. 

Hot Springs Farmers Market 
Open through October 30, 2021
1892 Highway 28 - Hot Springs
Saturdays: 12 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
MontanaCoOp.com 

Now offering the ability to pre-order and 
pick up items at the Market. Order at  www.
MontanaCoop.com. 

Haas Country Market
Open through September
5189 Hwy 93 South - Florence
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Info: florencefarmersmarket@yahoo.com 
 
A farmers market providing a place for local 

growers and artists/crafters to sell their wares.

Missouri River Landing 
Farmers Market

Open through September
1400 Block Front St. - Fort Benton
Thursdays: 5 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Info: cjenkins59442@gmail.com 

Red Rock Plaza Farmers Market
Open through September
213 1st Ave South - Glasgow
Saturdays: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Info: dahltammi@yahoo.com 

Highlighting the flavor of the local area, 
shoppers enjoy the freshness and taste of locally 
grown foods as well as the opportunity to 
personally interact with the farmer who grows 
the produce. Market typically offers locally 
grown bedding plants, herbs, flowers and farm-
grown seasonal fruits and vegetables.

Havre Saturday Market
Open through September 18, 2021
Town Square - Havre
Saturdays: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Havrechamber.com 

Glendive Farmers Market
Opening Saturday, July 10, 2021
313 S. Merrill - Glendive
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
FarmToTableCoop.com 

Farm-to-Table CoOp is a multi-faceted 
nonprofit started in 1998, dedicated to building 
a sustainable local food system for eastern 
Montana including the farmer’s market, a 
community garden, culinary arts programs, a 
commercial kitchen and store, a small business 
development center and more.
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Great Falls Farmers Market
Open through September.
2 Park Drive - Great Falls
Saturdays: 7:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
FarmersMarketGF.com 

Established in 1982, The Great Falls Original 
Farmers’ Market is a non-profit organization 
based in Great Falls, Montana. With the mission, 
“Growing Commerce through Community,” the 
market is managed through a board of advisors 
and community input.

Wednesday Afternoon Farmer’s 
Market at O’Hara Commons

Open through September 29, 2021
111 S 4th St - Hamilton
Wednesdays: 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
TheOHaraCommons.org 

The O’Hara Commons is a house built in 1896 
and property now made available by a generous 
benefactor to operate as a community center. 
The outdoor space contains demonstration 
areas such as an edible landscape, a pollinator 
garden, composting and backyard chickens. 
The market held on the lawn of the property, 
features local growers, fresh produce, honey, 
baked goods, ferments, dairy and other local 
edibles. Now also offering an online Local 
Foods Market Storefront with drive-through 
pick up.

Hamilton Farmers Market Co-op 
Open through October
Bedford St. and South 3rd St. - Hamilton
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
HamiltonFarmersMarket.org 

100 vendors and live local music on the 
Ravalli County Museum lawn along with food 
and drinks, lawn chairs and tables and shade 
from 100 year-old trees. Farmer vendors offer 
only non-GMO produce grown in Ravalli 
County.

Farmers Market at Libby
Open through September 30, 2021
905 West 9th St. - Libby 
Thursdays 3 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
FarmersMarketatLibby.com 

A producer-only market providing a place 
for farmers, artists and crafts people to connect 
directly with consumers and expand the 
availability of foods that are fresh, flavorful, 
unique, nutritious and affordable to the Libby 
community. Featuring locally grown, crafted or 
made products at a venue where the community 
and visitors can come together to support local 
producers. The market also promotes social 
growth through educational programs for 
children and adults related to food, nutrition, 
agriculture, the environment, arts and charitable 
activities.

Ronan Farmer’s Market
Open through October 14, 2021
201-299 US-93 - Ronan
Thursdays: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Info: ronanfarmersmarket@gmail.com 
 

Kalispell Farmers Market
Open through October 9, 2021
Flathead Valley Community 
College - Kalispell
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
KalispellFarmersMarket.org 

Lincoln Farmer’s Market
Open through September 2, 2021
Hooper Park - Lincoln
Fridays: 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
farmersmarketlincoln@gmail.com 

Lewistown Farmers Market
Open through September 15, 2021
Symmes Park - Lewistown
Saturdays 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Info: negaard@midrivers.com

Typically offering locally grown bedding 
plants, herbs, flowers and farm-grown 
seasonal fruits and vegetables. The Market 
is under supervision of the Lewistown Parks 
Department. 

Livingston Farmers Market
Open through September 15, 2021
229 River Dr. - Livingston
Wednesdays 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
WesternSustainabilityExchange.org 

Western Sustainability Exchange (WSE) has 
been organizing the Livingston Farmers Market 
since 2002. Featuring the freshest, healthiest 
food the region has to offer from farm and 
ranch vendors, the market also offers prepared 
food vendors, local craft beer, baked goods, and 
arts & crafts. Live music and special events 
create a lively community atmosphere on the 
banks of the Yellowstone River in the heart of 
Sacajawea Park.

Manhattan Farmers Market
Open through September 15, 2021
Railroad Park - Manhattan
Wednesdays: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
ManhattanFarmersMarket@yahoo.com 

Featuring some of Montana’s finest fresh 
veggies, hand crafted gifts, fine arts and home-
baked goodies in an outdoor park setting with 
easy access and plenty of parking.

Miles City Community
Farmers Market

Open through October 30, 2021
Riverside Park - Miles City
Saturdays: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Info: verber57@midrivers.com 

A farmer, crafter and artist market held 
outdoors rain or shine.

Target Range Farmers Market
Open through September 26, 2021
4095 South Ave. West - Missoula
Sundays 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Info: ak_pegm@yahoo.com 

A meat-free market.

Clark Fork River Market
Open through October 30, 2021
225 S Pattee St. - Missoula
Saturdays 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
ClarkForkFiverMarket.com 

Specializing in providing local farm-direct 
products, as well as local prepared food and 
drink from Western Montana vendors.

MONTANA
FARMER’S
MARKETS
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Orchard Homes Farmers Market
Open through September 30, 2021
2537 S 3rd St West - Missoula
Thursdays 4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Info: OHFmarket@gmail.com 

Featuring local produce, jams, jellies, fudge, 
crafts, baked goods and more.

Most of the produce (fruits and veggies) are 
grown within a mile of the market.

Missoula Farmers’ Market 
Open through October 30, 2021
Downtown Missoula
Saturdays 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
MissoulaFarmersMarket.com 

Missoula’s longest running farmer’s market 
is in its 49th year at its traditional location at 
Market Square at the XXXs at the north end 
of Higgins. Focused on local produce, meat, 
plants, baked goods and prepared foods. 

Polson Farmers Market
Open through October 8, 2021
35654 Northwood Dr. - Polson
Fridays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
PolsonFarmersMarket.com 

Red Lodge Farmers Market
Open through September 10, 2021
Lions Park - Red Lodge
Friday: 3:30 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
RedLodgeFarmersMarket.org 

Mission Falls Market 
Open through September 24, 2021
339 Mountain View Dr. - Saint Ignatius
Fridays 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Info: missionfallsmarket@gmail.com 

Providing direct circular economic 
opportunities for local farmers and ranchers, 
artisans while also providing a space for 
community dialogue and civic engagement 
within St. Ignatius. The market aims to increase 
access to local produce, food products, arts and 
crafts, and vendors along with a youth market 
and special events.

Seeley Lake Market
Open through September 5, 2021
3150 Hwy 83 North - Seeley Lake
Sunday, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Info: seeleylakemarket@gmail.com 

The market is sponsored by the Seeley 
Lake Community Foundation and consists of 
30 to 40 vendors. Products are home-grown, 
home-spun or homemade. Farmers bring fresh 
produce, artisans bring crafts, pottery and wood 
furniture and local artists participate with their 
art and photography as well and are joined by 
non-profit organizations.

Shelby Market and Music 
Open through September 30, 2021
121 East Main St. - Shelby
Thursdays: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Info: kimberly.suta@montana.edu 

Sheridan Farmers Market
Open through September 19, 2021
Sheridan Town Park
Thursdays: 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  
kindredspiritsgiftgallery@gmail.com 

Richland County Farmers Market 
Opening July 10, 2021
1499 N Central Ave - Sidney
Saturdays: 7:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Info: richland@montana.edu 

Stevensville Harvest Valley 
Farmers Market 

Open through October 2, 2021
West 3rd & Main Streets - Stevensville
Saturdays 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Info: stevihvfm@gmail.com 

Located outdoors in the Bitterroot Valley and 
featuring over 35 vendors and live music.

Three Forks Farmers Market 
John Q. Adams Park - Three Forks
Open through September 30, 2021
Thursdays: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
ThreeForksMontana.com/farmersmarket 

Featuring a non-profit barbecue open to the 
public for revolving organizations. Market is 
held next to the Three Forks Historical Society 
Depot and the Three Forks Visitor Center.

Townsend Farmers Market 
Open through September 23, 2021
Front St. - Townsend
Thursdays: 3 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Info: donandchrisinmt@yahoo.com 

Trout Creek Farmers Market
Open through October 30, 2021
Trout Creek Park
Wednesdays 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Info: troutcreekfarmersmarket@gmail.com 

Troy Farmers Market 
Open through September 24
700 E. Missoula Ave. - Troy
Fridays, 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Info: shawna.kelsey@gmail.com 

Twin Bridges Farmers Market
Open through September 25
Main Street City Park - Twin Bridges
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Info: twinbridgesfarmersmarket@gmail.com 

Whitefish Downtown 
Farmers Market

Open through September 28, 2021
Depot Park - Whitefish
Tuesdays 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
WhiteFishFarmersMarket.org 

Local farmers and craftsmen showcase their 
products and live music, prepared food, art, and 
the season’s freshest products are featured at 
this weekly market.

Whitehall Farmer’s Market
Open through September
Legion St. - Whitehall
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
WhitehallFarmersMarket@gmail.com 

The market offers local produce, baked 
goods, jams and jellies, soaps and lotions, craft 
items and more. All items are hand-made or 
homegrown. E

Photos of the Gallatin County Farmer’s 
Market in June 2021 by Lindsay Wells. 
Additional photos by Visitmontana.com.
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WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS
Music, Performances and Events Across Montana 

The monthly calendar is a sampling of 
events and activities across the state. All events 

listed are subject to change. Send 
event updates to: info@montanapress.net for 

consideration. Contact (406) 370-1492 for details.

SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARKS
Across Montana, Wyoming, 
Idaho and other points west, 

a professional traveling 
theatre troupe still performs 

Shakespeare’s classics. 
Montana’s Shakespeare in the 

Parks stages free performances 
in venues from town centers to 
parks, county courthouse lawns 

to university campuses.
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 

performance dates include: 
Big Timber Lion’s Club Park 
on July 11,  the Deer Lodge 
Old Prison Yard on July 31, 

and at the Sweet Pea Festival 
in Bozeman on August 6. 

Performances of “Cymbaline” 
are scheduled for venues such 

as UM Western in Dillon on 
July 26, Chico Hot Springs 

on August 9 and the Double 
Arrow Resort in Seeley Lake 

on August 16. Full tour listings 
for the summer can be found at 
ShakespeareInTheParks.org.

THE PARNICULARLY 
RENICULOUS VARIETY SHOW
Nicholas Rogers, Eric Anton, 

and a slew of other local 
Billings comics come take on 

all bystanders and onlookers for 
heavy laughs and deep groans. 

On Fridays July 16, Aug. 20 and 
Sept. 17 at Kirk’s Grocery 

in Billings. For info: 
KirksGrocery.com.

REVIVAL COMEDY - MISSOULA
Comedy is back Sat., July 17 
with another packed hour of 

stand-up from some of the most 
talented voices in Missoula. 
Featuring Sarah Aswell and 

headliner Krystal Campbell at 
the Zootown Community Arts 
Center. Also streaming live on 

the Zootown Arts YouTube 
Channel and Facebook with 
no admission cost. For info: 

ZootownArts.org.

GODSPELL - HELENA
Performed by Grandstreet 

Theatre outdoors in Hill Park 
July 19 through Aug. 18 , 
a musical of many stories: 
friendship, loyalty and love, 
all with a pop-rock score. 

Attendees are encouraged to 
bring a blanket or camp chair 
to the inaugural performance 
of outdoor theatre. For info: 

IMAGINE IRELAND - MISSOULA
Traditional Irish music circle 

Thursdays at 5 p.m. at 
Imagine Nation Brewing in 

Missoula. For info: 
ImagineNationBrewing.com.

DINO SHINDIG - EKALAKA
Named Montana’s “Event of the 
Year” by the Office of Tourism, 
the Annual Dino Shindig takes 
place as a virtual event, talks 
and field events on Sat. and 

Sun., July 24 and 25 in Ekalaka 
at the Carter County Museum. 
Featuring lectures from leading 
paleontologists, kids activities, 
and more, including travel to 
an active fossil site. For info: 
CarterCountyMuseum.com.

ROBERT EARL KEEN: 
FEELIN’ GOOD AGAIN TOUR
Keen was distinguished as 
the first recipient of BMI’s 
official Troubadour Award 

celebrating songwriters who 
have made a lasting impact on 

the songwriting community and 
the music industry nationwide. 

He continues to tour extensively 
with his band and in acoustic 
tours with Lyle Lovett. Playing 

at the Lewis and Clark Brewery 
in Helena on Thurs.m July 22, 

Pine Creek Lodge in Livingston 
on Fri., July 23, at the Armory 

Music Hall in Bozeman on 
Sun., July 25, at The Wilma in 
Missoula on Mon., July 26 and 
at the Red Oxx Lawn in Billings 

on Tues., July 27. For info: 
RobertEarlKeen.com. 

ERYN BENT 
- RETURN TO MONTANA -

Born and raised in Montana, 
Bent now plays full-time both 
solo and with her band around 
the state of New Mexico and 

the surrounding areas and has 
been nominated for numerous 

New Mexico Music Awards. She 
plays Fri., July 23 at the Marias 

County Fair, Thurs., 
July 29 at Beaverhead Brewing 

in Dillon, and Sun., Aug. 1 in 
Phillipsburg at The Springs. For 

info: ErynBentMusic.com.

LOVE JUNKIES - BOZEMAN
Grammy Award-winning, hit 

songwriters Lori McKenna, Liz 
Rose, and Hillary Lindsey of 

the Love Junkies perform for 
two nights at the Armory Music 

Hall in Bozeman on Fri. and 
Sat., July 16 and 17. For info: 
TheLoveJunkiesMusic.com.
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MONTANA TABLE: MONTANA MEADERIES

n a little over a month, I’ll be getting mar-
ried at the foot of the Bridger Mountains. 
The wedding party will of course be toasting 

with the traditional champagne, but if I were to 
marry in a different time and place in history, 
I’d most likely be savoring one of the oldest 
forms of alcohol on the planet: mead.

Mead is a wine made from water, yeast and 
honey—or in its simplest form, with just honey 
and water—and some say it’s responsible for 
the term “honeymoon,” whose origins are said 
to go back to the fifth century when newlyweds 
drank mead in the month after their wedding. 
The wine was thought to aid in fertility.

Luckily, you don’t have to go back to the 
Middle Ages to enjoy a glass of what the Greeks 
called “the nectar of the gods.”

That’s because Montana—one of the top 
honey-producing states in the country—is 
home to mead producers who are making the 
most of Montana’s bountiful supply of the am-
ber-colored goodness.

Ken Schultz is owner of Hidden Legend 
Winery, which he runs with his wife Lisa, sons 
Joseph and Patrick, and family friend Adam 
Smith.

Schultz has been making wine commercially 
at his Victor winery since 2001, and his recipes 
incorporate local Montana ingredients: elder-
berries, huckleberries, chokecherries, dande-
lions, and of course honey, which the winery 
sources from Arlee. Today, Hidden Legend 
makes about 10,000 gallons of mead annually, 
distributing its spiced, maple, fruited, and tradi-
tional meads across the country and serving up 
glasses to locals and tourists alike at its tasting 
room. The meadery has won many awards over 
the years to boot. 

A self-described history aficionado, Schultz 
is chockfull of facts about the tradition of mak-
ing mead, a tradition that goes back thousands 
of years.

“You can’t avoid mead in human history,” he 
says. 

In fact, researchers can trace evidence of 
mead back to 7000 B.C. in the Henan province 
of China, where they discovered remnants of 
mead in 9000-year-old pottery jars. 

Schultz says cultures all over the world have 
a tradition of mead making, but it’s the Vikings 
who are most associated with the beverage to-
day. According to Norse legend, blood from the 
slain god Kvasir was turned into mead, yielding 
the “mead of poetry,” which turned whoever 
drank the divine alcohol into a poet and scholar. 

Bozeman’s Valhalla Meadery is what one 
might call a micro meadery. Using honey from 
an apiary in Power, Montana, the Bozeman es-
tablishment offers everything from traditional 
meads to contemporary spins on the centuries-
old beverage, including its Dragon’s Fire, made 
with beets, ginger and habanero peppers. Val-
halla also offers small plates featuring Scandi-
navian fare.

Valhalla founders Dylan Watson and Hal 
Pedersen started Valhalla in 2018 after collab-
orating on a food truck and catering business. 
Watson’s childhood friend Dylan McKenna 
also joined the business and serves as Valhalla’s 
mead maker, or mazer.

A Bozeman native, Watson started making 
mead before he was legally able to consume the 
fabled drink.

“To furnish my alcohol, I made it myself by 
salvaging fruit from around town. We have a lot 
of fruit trees that are not being used, and so I’d 
go around town and pick people’s apples and 
plums and pears and turn them into wines and 
meads.” 

Watson, who studied French and teaching at 
Montana State University, said his interest in 
alcohol making was partly inspired by his time 
studying abroad in France and Italy, where he 
experienced a pace of life very different from 
the one he was accustomed to. There he en-
countered a culture that took pleasure in food, 
a place where sitting down for food and drink 
was a time to be savored slowly with friends 
and family—something quite different from the 
food-as-fuel model and fast-food culture com-
monly associated with the United States. 

Watson says he hopes to imbue Valhalla 
Meadery with the same kind of food culture 
he experienced abroad, and he and his business 
partners have endeavored to create a social, 
friendly environment where people can build 
relationships and share conversations and ideas. 
In fact, he says, many of the bar’s patrons have 
become regulars, creating a family of sorts. The 
meadery also regularly hosts cultural events, 
poetry readings included.

As for Schultz, he’s attracted to mead making 
because of the magic that happens when you 
combine simple ingredients and they transform 
into something new.

“It’s memories. It’s business deals. It’s spe-
cial occasions,” says Schultz. “Wine is more 
than just a beverage in a bottle.” E

—annie Pentilla

I

OUT & ABOUTTHE SPRINGS AT 
PHILIPSBURG BREWERY

Live music on an outside stage 
throughout the spring and summer 

in Philipsburg including: 
Fri., July 16 - Benny Bassett - acoustic

Sat., July 17 - Jeremy McComb - country
Fri., July 24 - Simon Valdez - acoustic

Sat., July 24 - Paul Cataldo - Americana
Fri., July 31 - The Road Agents - rock

Also featuring live music 
every Sunday afternoon.

 PhilipsburgBrewingCompany.com.

J O N E S I N ’ ?J O N E S I N ’ ?

S U N D I A L R U B E O L A

P R I O R T O E N I S L E S

E G G C O R N D A R E D T O

C E E N I N J A G O L I C

I D L E A I O L I B A T I

F O N D A E K G L U C I A

Y N G W I E E A T A M E A L

A D I N T E R I M

I N F R E N C H A L E A S T

N E E D S A E S A R R A U

C O L I B A F T A S E G S

I C I D O G T O W N C I C

S E P H O R A P A U L I N A

O N E G R A M B K L I B A N

R E S T A T E Y E L L O W Y

WARD DAVIS
- BILLINGS & HELENA - 

From Monticello, Arkansas by 
way of Nashville, Ward Davis is 
an American singer-songwriter  

who has had songs recorded 
by Trace Adkins, Willie Nelson, 
Merle Haggard, Wade Hayes, 

Sammy Kershaw, Bucky 
Covington, and more. On Fri., 

July 30 at Lewis and Clark 
Brewing in Helena and on 

Sat., July 31, rain or shine in 
the parking lot at Thirsty 
Street Brewing Company

 in Billings. For info: 
WadeDavisMusic.com. 

JERRY JOSEPH & THE 
JACKMORMONS - VIRGINIA CITY 
With a career spanning over 
thirty years and just as many 
records to boot, Joseph was 

recently inducted into the 
Oregon Music Hall of Fame. 

Joseph and the Jackmormons 
live in Virginia City and will 

perform a three-day series of 
outdoor shows July 30, 31 and 
Aug. 1 at Ellingsen Park with 
special guest Walter Salas-

Humara opening. Tickets are 
limited, rain or shine. For info: 

CosmoSexSchool.com.

KING AND COUNTRY - GREAT FALLS
Four-time GRAMMY award-

winning Australian duo Joel and 
Luke Smallbone, collaborated 
with Dolly Parton to release a 
brand-new version of the their 
#1 hit “God Only Knows” in 

2019. The duo plays Thurs., Aug. 
3 alongside a multi-day lineup 

from July 31 to Aug. 7 featuring 
such acts as Big and Rich, Travis 

Tritt, and Chevelle and at the 
Montana State Fair at Expo Park 
in Great Falls. For info: Tickets.

GoExpoPark.com.
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J O N E S I N ’  C R O S S W O R D SJ O N E S I N ’  C R O S S W O R D S                          
“Free Game!”
It’s themeless time again. 

ACROSS
1 Garden fixture
8 It’s not the R in “MMR”, but 
another name for measles
15 Before
16 Maroons
17 Misheard phrase such as 
“nerve-wrecking”
18 Thought that one could
19 Complete beginner?
20 Martial arts-based Lego 
set that launched a cartoon 
and subsequent movie
22 Req. for a restaurant to 
serve alcohol
23 Eric who said “I believe in the 
separation of church and planet”
25 Spread for some 
bougie brewpubs
26 Dal ___ (Rajasthani dish 
with wheat bread and ghee)
27 “Barbarella” actress
29 Heart diagnostic, for short
30 Lammermoor bride of opera
31 Virtuoso guitarist Malmsteen
33 Use your break time, in a way
35 In the meantime, in Latin
37 How “Waiting for Godot” 
was originally presented
40 Jays’ and Yanks’ div.
44 Gotta-haves
45 ‘50s Dem. presidential 
candidate

47 Chilean pianist Claudio
48 E. ___ (rod-shaped bacteria)
49 Award given to “Nomadland” for 
Best Film in April 2021
51 Line parts (abbr.)
52 Dijon’s here
53 Santa Monica area in early 
skateboard documentaries
55 Biden, to GIs
56 Beauty chain since 1970
58 Model who’s the daughter
of Wayne Gretzky
60 About .035 ounces
61 Connecticut-born cartoonist 
known for big stripey cats
62 Say again
63 Like old parchment

DOWN

1 Spell out
2 Rooted for
3 Malaysian-born comedian 
who gained fame in 2020 for 
his online cooking reviewer 
persona Uncle Roger
4 Happy coworker?
5 About 90% of all refined metal
6 Places in the heart7 Johnson 
who invented the Super Soaker
8 Harmful bloom makeup
9 Long sushi order?
10 Ballpoint pen, in the U.K.
11 “Taiwan” suffix
12 Arsenic partner, in film
13 Wright who played Shuri in 

“Black Panther”
14 Withdrawn, perhaps
21 Big no-no for stand-up 
comedians
24 King nicknamed “Longshanks”
26 Sucky situations
28 Professional staff
30 Ali who had a perfect 
record in the ring
32 One, in Bonn
34 La la leader?
36 March Madness event
37 Canine neighbor
38 Division of the Tertiary period
39 Former Mexican president 
CalderÛn and baseball 
manager Alou, for two
41 Puerto Rico observatory site 
where a notable telescope col-
lapsed in 2020
42 City north of Flint
43 Chianti’s region
46 Visit
49 He was in a
“Subsequent Moviefilm”
50 Caffeinated
53 “___ and the Lost City 
of Gold” (2019 film)
54 Lacking value
57 Companion of wt.
59 Rapper ___ Dicky

Copyright  2021 
by Matt Jones
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WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS
Music, Performances and Events Across Montana

NEW MISSOULA LIBRARY
GRAND OPENING 

Tours, science demos, virtual 
reality activities, music from 

Cowboy Andy and The 
Salamanders and Bob Wire, a live 
broadcast of The Pea Green Boat, 

cooking demos, and an author 
reading with Heather Cahoon and 
Chris La Tray. On Wed., July 14, 
from 1 - 8 p.m. in Missoula. For 
info: MissoulaPublicLibrary.org.

UFOS IN MONTANA - GLENDIVE
On Fri., July 30 at Makoshika 
State Park Hiatt Ampitheater 

in Glendive, Dr. Joan Bird 
provides a short course in UFO 
literacy, using Montana events 
and others including reported 
contact with extraterrestrials, 

to illustrate different aspects of 
the phenomenon. Drawing on 

recently declassified government 
documents, historic reports, and 

first-hand interviews, zoologist and 
author Bird presents a case that 
UFOs are real, have frequented 

Montana’s Big Sky, and have 
landed in the state. Audience 

members will be invited to share 
their own experiences or their 
family’s stories. For info: (406) 

377-6256 (Makoshika State Park) 
or HumanitiesMontana.org.

WHERE IN MONTANA?WHERE IN MONTANA?
BEAR WITNESS: Identify the location of this illustration correctly and win a 

limited edition screen-printed t-shirt or original print of this design 
by Livingston artist Brian White (brianwarrenwhite.com). 
Email answer to info@montanapress.net or follow us on 

Instagram/Twitter/Facebook at @MontanaPress to log your answer. 

LAST MONTH: A scene from within Castletown, an old mining camp
located just south of White Sulphur Springs.
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CONNOR SULLIVAN
MARC CAMERON

Wed., July 14 - 7:30 p.m.
Jet off to the wilds of Alaska 

with two books featuring 
suspenseful stories of political 
intrigue and criminal mayhem. 
Sullivan’s “Sleeping Bear” is a 
white-knuckled debut thriller 
and “Bone Rattle” is the third 

installment of the Arliss Cutter 
novel from Cameron. For info: 

CountryBookshelf.com.

DOIREANN NÍ GHRÍOFA
ÉIREANN LORSUNG

Thurs., July 15 - 1 p.m.
Explore the blurring lines of poetry 

and prose, past and present, 
fiction and memoir with Doireann 

Ní Ghríofa’s bestselling prose 
debut “The Ghost in the Throat,” 
alongside acclaimed fellow poet 

Éireann Lorsung in an online event. 
For info: CountryBookshelf.com.

LIZ BROWN
Thurs., July 15 - 7:30 p.m.

Country Bookshelf - Bozeman
Brown and acclaimed screenwriter 

Howard Rodman share the true 
story of Harrison Post —the 
enigmatic lover of one of the 

richest men in 1920s Hollywood—
and the battle for the Clark family 

fortune in Brown’s new book, 
“Twilight Man: Love and Ruin 
in the Shadowns of Hollywood 

and the Clark Empire.” For info: 
CountryBookshelf.com.

JEFF WELSCH
BRIAN D’AMBROSIO

Montana Book Company - Helena
Thurs., July 15 - 6:15 p.m. 

Welsch, author of “Montana 
Greats” “ and D’Ambrosio, 

author of “Montana Murders” in 
conversation about their respective 
works chronicling Montana sports 

greats and Montana mysteries. 
For info: mtbookco.com. 

JON AXLINE
This House of Books - Billings

Sat., July 17 - 1 p.m.
Much of Montana’s history is 

visible from its storied highways. 
In “Montana Highway Tales: 

Curious Characters, Historic Sites 
and Peculiar Attractions,” Axline, 

the historian at the Montana 
Department of Transportation 
since 1990, provides a front-

seat view of the Treasure State’s 
past, forgotten characters and 
overlooked oddities. For info: 

ThisHouseofBooks.indielite.org.

MARK GIBBONS
Thurs., July 22 - 7:00 pm
Poet Gibbons is “a poet 

conversationalist. His words are a 
wonder and a balm,” says Debra 

Magpie Earling. Fact and Fiction in 
Missoula presents a book launch and 

signing of “In The Weeds,” a new 
book of poems from Mark Gibbons.

ELIZABETH GONZALEZ JAMES
CARRIE LA SEUR

Thurs., July 22 - 7:30 p.m.
In her debut novel, “Mona At 

Sea,” Elizabeth Gonzalez James 
introduces readers to Mona Mireles, 
a young woman uncompromisingly 

confident in her professional 
abilities finding herself and 

redefining her relationships amidst 
the many trials facing Millenials 

during the 2008 economic crisis. 
Register for this online event: 

CountryBookshelf.com.

JENNIFER PALMIERI
Montana Book Company - Helena

Thurs., July 22 - 6:30 p.m. 
Palmieri, political advisor, media 
personality and author of “Dear 

Madam President” and “She 
Proclaims” discusses her work in 

conversation with Caroline Bullock 
at St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church. For info: mtbookco.com. 

GENELLE CHACONAS
LESLIE D. SOULE

Cassiopeia Books - Great Falls
Thurs., July 22 - 6 p.m.

Chaconas will be reading from 
her novel, “Plague City,” winner 
of the 2019 Kenneth Patchen 
Award of the Innovative Novel, 

and Leslie D. Soule will be reading 
from her recent poetry collection, 

“My Mentor, Death.” For info: 
CassiopeiaBooks.com.

BURT BRADLEY TRIBUTE
This House of Books - Billings

Sat., July 31 - 6:30 p.m.
This House of Books hosts a 

memorial to poet Burt Bradley, 
celebrating his life and his work, 

together with several local authors.

MONTANA 
BOOK EVENTS

A LOCALLY-OWNED, INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE LOCATED ON HISTORIC LAST CHANCE GULCH IN HELENA, MONTANA

331 N. LAST CHANCE GULCH - HELENA - (406) 443-0260

AN INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE 
SPECIALIZING IN THE BEST STORIES 

THE WORLD HAS TO OFFER.

220 NORTH HIGGINS • (406) 721-2881 • WWW.FACTANDFICTIONBOOKS.COM

SHOP LOCAL
BOOKSTORES 

HELENA

BOZEMAN

MISSOULA

28 West Main Street • Bozeman • (406) 587-0166 
WWW.COUNTRYBOOKSHELF.COM

COUNTRYCOUNTRY
BOOKSHELFBOOKSHELF

Books for all ages, 
author readings, 
community events, 
book clubs, vinyl,
gifts and more!

Serving the Helena Serving the Helena 
Community since 1978Community since 1978

www.mtbookco.comwww.mtbookco.com



roy Evans sat in his cold, compact cell at 
Montana State Prison mulling his future. 
Sentenced to a 40-year prison sentence 

for assault, he had heaps of free time to 
ponder. Once he was a middle-class kid whose 
first aspiration was to represent Montana 
politically; now he had grown up to become 
not much more than an asinine drunkard whose 
behavior had garnered a felony conviction. 

“There I was, sitting in my prison cell one 
day,” recalls Evans. “I’d been in Deer Lodge 
about six months. I knew that I was never going 
to be governor of Montana or the president 
now.  So I started assessing my options. Where 
else could a lunatic drunk go? Nobody minds 
if an actor has a felony conviction. So, I ended 
up in a profession where it doesn’t hurt to be a 
little nuts!”

Against the longest of odds, it panned out. 
Indeed, with parts in more than 50 films (“Ace 
Ventura: Pet Detective,” “Fear and Loathing 
in Las Vegas,” “Demolition Man”) and at 
least 400 television episodes to his credit 
(“China Beach,” “ER,” “Bosch”), the familiar 
character-actor can now speak proudly about a 
career that saved his life.

DRAFTED TO VIETNAM
Born in Missoula in 1948, Troy’s grandfather, 

also named Troy Evans, was a state senator 
from Silver Bow County who served as state 
boxing commissioner for decades. His father, 
Leo Bruce Evans, was a World War II fighter 
pilot who flew more than 30 missions with the 
78th Attack Squadron over Japan, including 
the initial air raid at the Battle of Iwo Jima.

“He was a real 100 percent war hero, and 
when he came back, he used the G.I. Bill 
to launch a business selling and repairing 
office equipment,” says Evans. “We moved 
to Ramsay (10 miles west of Butte) for dad’s 
work for a couple years, and preschool for me, 
and then we came back to Missoula. I ended 
up with eight brothers and sisters. Halfway 
through the first grade in Missoula, we moved 
to Kalispell, where I spent the remainder of my 
youth. On the south end of Kalispell, my family 
owned the Tasty Freeze and later dropped the 
franchise and changed the name to Leo’s Lazy 
Lion, a really great drive-in hamburger stand 
for a number of years on South Main.

“One of my earliest memories of growing 
up was in the first grade in Missoula, there 
down at the train station, there was a vintage 
wood-burning locomotive and the city was 
dedicating it. They’d invited one kid from 
every classroom in Missoula to go to that 
dedication. I remember being angry and railing 
to my mom because they wouldn’t let me talk. 
That’s a good indicator as to how the rest of my 
life turned out.”

Indeed, Evans says that his initial love in life 
was politics. He still had that prospect in mind 
when he graduated from Flathead County High 
School in 1966 and later when he enrolled in 
classes at the University of Montana. Things 
changed dramatically once he was drafted by 
the U.S. Army in December 1967 and shipped 
to Vietnam in May 1968. He served two 
months of basic training and then another two 
months of advanced infantry training at Fort 
Lewis, Washington, before departing with the 
2/22nd Mechanical Infantry Battalion of the 
25th Infantry Division. 

One year crouched and stressed in the din, 
darkness, and death of the Vietnamese jungles 
changed Evans’ outlook inexorably: politics 
now seemed like a morbid game of deception. 

“I was a Republican until I came home from 
Vietnam, until I realized that Richard Nixon 
was prolonging the war to get through the 1972 
election.”

The Troy Evans who returned to Montana 
in the summer of 1969 was markedly different 
than the one who had departed for the jungles 
of Southeast Asia two years earlier. Fueled 
by a gut-churning sense of rage, the troubled 
21-year-old version of Evans drank and fought 
incessantly and cussed venom at his neighbors.

“I was pretty much out of my freakin’ 
mind and mostly unaware of it. I remember 
consciously having the repetitive thought in 
my mind when I returned from Vietnam that 
every other person had turned into a complete 
asshole.” 

THE MONTANA PENITENTARY  
One Saturday afternoon in 1970, while 

enrolled in classes at Flathead Valley 
Community College, Evans stood on Main 
Street in Kalispell “fairly drunk” and was 
approached by a mustachioed man in a white 
pinstripe suit, wearing a straw sailor hat, with 
a cigarette flopping in the corner of his mouth. 

“It was a guy named Ron Danko, who was 
at the English department, and he was starting 
a theatre,” says Evans. “He was making “The 
Odd Couple,” and he was not getting an 
adequate turn out, so he went out on the street 
looking for actors. I told him  I wasn’t an actor’. 
He said, ‘I’ve already got a real actor, and now 
I’m looking for a slob’. He needed his Oscar 
for The Odd Couple. Troy accepted the part, 
a wise move that would yield results in time.

In the summer of 1970, Troy and a friend 
converted a large three-story former ice house 
and recently-shuttered John Deere dealership 
into a dance hall-beer hall-art gallery-repertory 
theatre- rolling skating rink-flea market-
hangout garage. 

“The walls were three feet thick and filled 
with sawdust,” says Evans. “It had high 
ceilings, and it was sitting vacant after being a 
dealership for 40 years. It was everything from 
a beer and dance hall to a flea market and part-
time fire hall. We had rock n’ roll dancing three 
or four nights a week…I had a suitcase full 
of money, so I leased property near Sykes on 
Second Avenue West and opened The Powder  
Keg bar on July 1, 1971, the day they lowered 
the drinking age to 18. 

“The Powder Keg bar was a riot. There was 
no other place to hear rock n’ roll for a 100-mile 
radius. If I hadn’t been such a raging alcoholic, 
there still would be a thriving business there 

today. It was a dramatic time – Northwest 
Montana in the Seventies… It was a fantastic, 
riotous couple of years, before I crashed and 
burned.”   

Tavern owner wasn’t the smartest profession 
for this self-described “obstreperous alcoholic” 
to pursue. One evening a problem arose and 
Evans solved it with great violence, seemingly 
a reflex response, given what he had learned 
in the military.

“It was a guy who I didn’t like,” says Evans. 
“I see from behind the bar that he had grabbed 
this girl’s ass and the husband stepped in. He 
was a jock type, and he slapped the husband. 
At that time, I was one year from the U.S. 
Infantry. I went over the bar and beat the shit 
out of him – stomped on and breaking both his 
legs. The move was a U.S. Army heel stomp. 

“I dragged him out and threw him into the 
street. The guy that was with him was at the 
pay phone inside the front door, calling an 
ambulance or the police, and I knocked him 
down and ripped the phone off of the wall and 
started beating him with the pay phone. That’s 
when my employees – thank God! – restrained 
me. I’d done stuff like that all the time. But in 
this case, the guy was an attorney. Instead of 
a stern lecture and $75 fine, the stakes were 
way higher.”

After his arrest, Evans committed himself 
to the VA Mental Hospital in Sheridan, 
Wyoming, for 90 days. Sober and hopeful, he 
and his attorneys believed that Evans would 
now elude a lengthy prison sentence and 
would be granted another quick slap-on-the-
wrist lease on life. 

“I thought that I had beaten the system,” 
says Evans. “I thought that time at the VA 
Hospital would show me in a better light and 
that it would be a suspended sentence.” 

Judge W.W. Leslie, however, levied a stiff 
judgment of 40 years hard labor at Montana 
State Prison. As it turned out, the punishment 
was dubious and perhaps even rooted in 
personal vendetta: Judge Leslie had previously 
run unsuccessfully for office in Silver Bow 
County, but was defeated three times by Troy’s 
grandfather, also named Troy Evans. “It was 
years before I had learned of the connection 
that Judge Leslie had had to my family,” says 
Evans. 

But there was good news.  “The legal system 
acknowledged that I had gotten screwed. In 
retrospect, whether he had an ulterior motive 
or not, the judge actually saved my life. After 
sending me down to the license plate factory, 
I decided that I was never going to put myself 
in the position again where this could happen 
to me – and that I would never have another 
drink.” 

SET FREE
Bothered by the bizarre improprieties of his 

sentence, the Montana State Prison system 
kicked Evans loose after two years behind the 
immense grey sandstone walls at Deer Lodge.

Upon Evans’ release in the fall of 1975, he 
enrolled in theatre classes at Montana State 
University. Then he followed an ex-girlfriend 
– a Kalispell banker’s daughter –  to Berkeley, 
California and later drifted to down to Santa 
Maria, where he found a summer job with a 
community theatre company. As it happened, 
the professor who was “looking for a slob,” 
Ron Danko, had moved to nearby Salinas, 
California and was operating a theatre there. 

Danko encouraged Evans to accept a 
summer theatre assignment in the summer of 

1976 from well-respected director Donovan 
Marley, and work his way into the regional 
theatre scene. 

“My entire career has flowed out of that one 
deal,” says Evans. In 1980, Evans signed with 
an agent and, one year later he was selected for 
a minuscule part on the television series “Lou 
Grant.” 

“I went on the set of Lou Grant for one day, 
and I had one little scene where I go into the 
convenience store and I get murdered. It was 
great experience, except for getting murdered. 
As an actor on a TV series, you never want to 
be killed.

“A few years after that, I got on a show 
(as Master Sergeant Bob Pepper) called 
“China Beach” and that was directly from the 
connection to the theatre in Santa Maria. John 
Wells was a writer and producer on “China 
Beach” and he created (the hospital drama) 
“ER,” where I was a desk clerk (named Frank 
Martin) for 129 episodes.” 

Troy Evans has since built a vast résumé 
playing bus drivers, farmers, gunners, 
military teachers, scoutmasters and, in the 
most ironic of niches, deputies, sheriffs, and 
police sergeants, on a broad array of television 
programs and films. Better yet, the politically-
minded son and grandson of a politician even 
played a Montana congressman in the Julia 
Louis-Dreyfus TV show “Veep.”

“I got to play on “China Beach” as a Vietnam 
veteran; seldom will you see an actual veteran 
working on a military show. When I think 
about the huge numbers of shows – from 400 
TV episodes and between 50 and 60 movies – 
considering that I was 29 when I started, that’s 
pretty shocking.”

While Evans might not crave the status of a 
celebrity star, there’s a long list of movies and 
tv programs in which his unmistakable mug 
appears: as Roger Podacter in “Ace Ventura: 
Pet Detective;” the basketball coach in “Teen 
Wolf;” Sheriff Perry in “The Frighteners;” or 
the tough-talking cop in Sylvester Stallone’s 
science-fiction “Demolition Man.” Evans 
currently portrays homicide Detective Johnson, 
nicknamed “Barrel,” on the Amazon series 
“Bosch.”

“I’ve been asked over the years, how do you 
pick your parts? My answer is simple: if they 
will hire me to do it, that’s the part that I pick. 
It is like a tumbling ball in bingo, whatever 
square that’s called out and I land on, that’s 
what I’m doing to do. And I have enjoyed it 
all.” E

—Brian D’amBrosio

FAMOUS AND NOT FORGOTTEN: CHARACTER ACTOR TROY EVANS
END NOTES
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WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS
Music, Performances and Events Across Montana 
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MAGIC CITY BLUES
Three-day annual festival in 

Billings Thurs., Aug. 5 through 
Sun. Aug 7 featuring Keb’ Mo’, 

G-Love and the Juice, local and 
regional ats and more. For info: 

MagicCityBlues.com.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Columnist Linda Weltner 
says that there’s a dual purpose to cleaning your home, 
rearranging the furniture, adding new art to the walls, 
and doting on your potted plants. Taking good care of 
your environment is a primary way of taking good care 
of yourself. She writes, “The home upon which we have 
lavished so much attention is the embodiment of our 
own self love.” I invite you to make that your inspirational 
meditation for the next two weeks.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “For peace of mind, I 
will lie about any thing at any time,” said author Amy 
Hempel. Hmmmm. I’m the opposite. To cultivate 
peace of mind, I try to speak and live the truth as 
much as I can. Lying makes me nervous. It also 
seems to make me dumber. It forces me to keep close 
track of my fibs so I can be sure to stick to my same 
deceitful story when the subject comes up later. What 
about you, Taurus? For your peace of mind, do you 
prefer to rely on dishonesty or honesty? I’m hoping 
that for the next four weeks, you will favor the latter. 
Cultivating judicious candor will heal you and boost 
your intelligence.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In her essay about 
education, “Don’t Overthink It,” philosopher Agnes 
Callard reminds us, “No matter how much we increase 
our investment at the front end—perfecting our minds 
with thinking classes, long ruminations, novel-reading, 
and moral algebra—we cannot spare ourselves the 
agony of learning by doing.” That will be a key theme 
for you in the next four weeks, dear Gemini. You will 
need to make abundant use of empiricism: pursuing 
knowledge through direct experience, using your 
powers of observation and a willingness to experiment.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche said that when our rational minds are 
working at their best, they inspire us to cultivate our 
most interesting and enlivening passions. They also de-
emphasize and suppress any energy-draining passions 
that might have a hold on us. I’m hoping you will take full 
advantage of this in the coming weeks, Cancerian. You 
will generate good fortune and sweet breakthroughs 
as you highlight desires that uplift you and downgrade 
desires that diminish you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Leo author Wendell Berry 
suggests, “It may be that when we no longer know what 
to do, we have come to our real work, and when we no 
longer know which way to go, we have begun our real 
journey.” Although there’s wisdom in that formulation, I 
don’t think it’s true a majority of the time. Far more often 
we are fed by the strong, clear intuitions that emerge 
from our secret depths—from the sacred gut feelings 
that give us accurate guidance about what to do and 
where to go. But I do suspect that right now may be one 
of those phases when Berry’s notion is true for you, Leo. 
What do you think?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In 1750, more than 
250 years after Columbus first visited the New 
World, Native Americans were still a majority of the 
continent’s population. But between 1776 and now, 
the United States government stole 1.5 billion acres 
of land from its original owners—25 times the size of 
the United Kingdom. Here’s another sad fact: Between 
1778 and 1871, America’s federal administrations 
signed over 500 treaties with indigenous tribes—and 
broke every one of them. The possibility that these 
sins will eventually be remedied is very small. I bring 
them up only to serve as possible metaphors for 
your personal life. Is there anything you have unfairly 
gained from others? Is there anything others have 
unfairly gained from you? The next six months will be 
prime time to seek atonement and correction.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libran Zen teacher Thich 
Nhat Hanh advises you and me and everyone else 
to “seek the spiritual in every ordinary thing that you 
do every day.” You have to work at it a bit, he says; 
you must have it as your firm intention. But it’s not 
really hard to do. “Sweeping the floor, watering the 
vegetables, and washing the dishes become holy and 
sacred if mindfulness is there,” he adds. I think you 
Libras will have a special knack for this fun activity in 

the coming weeks. (Thich Nhat Hanh wrote a series 
of “Mindfulness Essentials” books that includes How 
to Eat, How to Walk, How to Relax, and How to 
Connect. I invite you to come up with your own such 
instructions.)

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): My unexpected 
interpretation of the current astrological omens 
suggests that you will be wise to go naked as much 
as possible in the coming weeks. Being skyclad, 
as the pagans say, will be healing for you. You will 
awaken dormant feelings that will help you see the 
world with enhanced understanding. The love that you 
experience for yourself will soften one of your hard 
edges, and increase your appreciation for all the magic 
that your life is blessed with. One important caveat: Of 
course, don’t impose your nakedness on anyone who 
doesn’t want to witness it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): If you analyzed 
the best-selling songs as measured by Billboard 
magazine, you’d think we were in the midst of a 
dangerous decline in population. The vast majority of 
those popular tunes feature lyrics with reproductive 
themes. It’s as if there’s some abject fear that 
humans aren’t going to make enough babies, and 
need to be constantly cajoled and incited to engage 
in love-making. But I don’t think you Sagittarians, 
whatever your sexual preference, will need any of 
that nagging in the coming days. Your Eros Quotient 
should be higher than it has been in a while.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Pulitzer Prize-
winning author Donna Tartt, born under the sign of 
Capricorn, writes, “Beauty is rarely soft or consolatory. 
Quite the contrary. Genuine beauty is always 
quite alarming.” In my view, that’s an unwarranted 
generalization. It may sometimes be true, but is often 
not. Genuine beauty may also be elegant, lyrical, 
inspiring, healing, and ennobling. Having said that, 
I will speculate that the beauty you encounter in the 
near future may indeed be disruptive or jolting, but 
mostly because it has the potential to remind you of 
what you’re missing—and motivate you to go after 
what you’ve been missing.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Aquarian astronaut 
Buzz Aldrin was the second human to walk on the 
moon. It happened during a spectacular astrological 
aspect, when transiting Jupiter and Uranus in Libra 
were trine to Aldrin’s natal Sun in Aquarius. But after 
this heroic event, following his return to earth, he found 
it hard to get his bearings again. He took a job as a 
car salesman, but had no talent for it. In six months, 
he didn’t sell a single car. Later, however, he found 
satisfaction as an advocate for space exploration, and 
he developed technology to make future trips to Mars 
more efficient. I hope that if you are now involved in any 
activity that resembles Aldrin’s stint as a car salesman—
that is, a task you’re not skilled at and don’t like—you 
will spend the coming weeks making plans to escape to 
more engaging pursuits.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Astronomers say the Big 
Bang birthed the universe 13.8 billion years ago. But 
a star 190 light years away from Earth contradicts that 
theory. Its age seems to be 14.5 billion years, older than 
the universe itself. Its scientific name is HD 140283, but 
it’s informally referred to as Methuselah, named after 
the Biblical character who lived till age 969. Sometimes, 
like now, you remind me of that star. You seem to be an 
impossibly old soul—like you’ve been around so many 
thousands of lifetimes that, you, too, predate the Big 
Bang. But guess what: It’s time to take a break from that 
aspect of your destiny. In the next two weeks, you have 
cosmic permission to explore the mysteries of playful 
innocence. Be young and blithe and curious. Treasure 
your inner child.

THIS WEEK’S HOMEWORK:
Send your suggestions about how this 
astrologer might be able to serve you better 
to Newsletter@freewillastrology.com.
© Copyright 2020 Rob Brezsny
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SWEET PEA FESTIVAL - BOZEMAN
An annual three-day festival of 
the arts in Bozeman including 

dynamic music, theatre, the Bite 
of Bozeman Main Street dining 

experience, dance lessons, chalk 
sidewalk art, a juried art show, a 
sweet pea flower show, an arts 
and crafts show, and a parade 
down Main Street. Live music 

includes Langhorne Slim on Fri., 
Aug. 6, Karina RykMan and Karl 
Denson’s Tiny Universe on Sat., 
Aug. 7, and Swamp Dawg and 

Chastity Brown on Sun., Aug. 8. 
For info: SweetPeaFestival.com.

HARLO MUSIC PROJECT
STREET FESTIVAL

The second installment of this 
twice-annual festival is on tap 

for Main Street in Harlowton on 
Sat., Aug. 14 featuring music 
from American Aquarium and 
The Band of Heathens, The 

Vegabonds, El Wencho, Milton 
Menasco & the Big Fiasco, 100 
Proofalong with food vendors, 

activities and more. Gates 
open at 2:30 p.m. For info: 

HarloMusicProject.com
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VIP HOUR: 3-4 P.M. - GENERAL ADMISSION: 4-8 P.M. 
COMING SEPTEMBER 24: MT Brewers Fall Rendezvous! GALLATIN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
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