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Highs and Lows Across the State

The highest temperature reported during the recording period was 90 at Hardin on October 6.
Two daily highs were exceeded on October 4: Bozeman Airport reached 82 degrees (tied from
1970 record) and Helena Airport at 84 degrees (record 82 in 1970) and records were set on Oct.
6 in Billings at 88 degrees (86 in 1980) and Livingston at 84 degrees. On Oct. 7, Kalispell broke
a daily high temperature record a 81 degrees (record of 80 in 1942). The lowest temperatures
recorded during the period were -29 at Potomac on Oct. 26 and -22 at West Yellowstone on the same day;
-10 at Cut Bank on Oct. 25; and -8 at West Yellowstone on Oct. 24. On Oct. 23, a number of cold records
were broken including Bozeman, Choteau, Havre and Cut Bank with lows in the teens and twenties. Recordbreaking lows in the single digits or negative numbers were again recorded in over a dozen locations by
Oct. 24. The lowest temperature in the contiguous U.S. was also recorded Oct. 24 at -1 degrees at Hornet
Mountain near Neihart. On Oct. 25, Potomac recorded a low temp of -29, the lowest temp measured at an
official climate site anywhere in the U.S. so early in the season in any year. Missoula also broke a record
that day at 7 degrees (10 in 1919). Dozens of records across Montana were broken and set during this cold
snap, including -20 at Bozeman airport on Oct. 26 and -7 in Livingston. By Oct. 30, warm weather returned
and a high temperature of 74 degrees was recorded at Busby and a near-record maximum temperature of
66 was recorded in Bozeman on Oct. 31, just five days after registering -20 degrees.

Windy Weather

During the second week of October, a fast moving disturbance crossing the Northern Rockies
brought strong west winds of 25 to 35 mph, with gusts up to 60 mph. Wind gusts of up to 67
mph were recorded in Livingston on Oct. 11. On Oct. 13, a wind gust on the top of Mt. Sentinel near Missoula was recorded at 72 mph. By Oct. 14, peak gusts had been recorded at 71
mph at Big Sky, 69 mph NNE of Bozeman, 65 mph at Jackson in Beaverhead County, 61 mph in Fergus
County, and 60 mph at Townsend and Monarch. High wind warnings continued across Western and North
Central Montana through Oct. 15 with a peak wind gust at 84 mph at East Glacier on Oct. 16. On October
19, a warm Chinook wind arrived in East Glacier and warmed temperatures to nearly 40 degrees. On Oct.
27, high winds were again recorded across Montana including a peak gust of 85 mph at East Glacier. On
Oct. 30, a peak gust of 65 mph was recorded at Livingston.

Continuing COVID-19 Health Emergency

Businesses and establishments remain under “Phase II” of the Governor’s COVID-19 response
plan with continued restrictions. The governor’s office, in accordance with the Centers for
Disease Control and public health departments across the state, requires all residents to wear
non-medical masks when visiting any establishment where six feet or more of personal distancing is not possible, especially in counties where there is more than four cases and community spread. As
the virus continues to spread, The U.S. reported 9.6 million cases and 238,000 related deaths. Montana
reported 404 deaths by the end of the month, with a significant number of infected cases in Yellowstone
County/Billings (up from 3,256 to 7,327 with 2,908 cases active at press time), Flathead (up from 1,112 to
3,847 with 1,087 active), Missoula (up from 794 to 2,607 with 1,128 active) and Roosevelt County (up
from 384 to 1,045 with 408 active). Gallatin (at 3,909 total and 1,544 active) and Cascade (at 2,472 total
and 1,526 active) both saw significant rises in cases over the month and a total number of reported cases of
35,955 (up from 12,724 cases last reporting period) in the state. Hospitalizations (405) and active case rates
(13,405) were at record high numbers at press time. Approximately 517,000 individuals in the state have
been tested for the virus. Visit dphhs.mt.gov for up-to-date information.

Drought and Deluge

Between July and September, Helena, Great Falls and Bozeman MSU were in the top 10 driest
periods on record. Helena was the driest ever for this period. Fire weather watches were issued
in the first week of October across Montana and critical fire weather conditions persisted in the
low-elevation grasslands. Most mountain ranges were dusted with snow on the morning of Oct.
11, with Cooke City getting 6” at 9,100 feet. Snow accumulations rose across the state as a strong Pacific
jet stream moved into the region. A record rainfall was reported in Kalispell, a winter weather advisory went
into effect above 5,000 feet along the Rocky Mountain Front on Oct. 13, and Copper Camp in Lewis and
Clark County reported 5” of snow on Oct. 14. A Canadian cold front moved through the region on Oct. 16
bringing winter storm warnings and 4.9” of accumulation to Great Falls, setting a record for Oct. 17 and
rising to 10.5” by Oct. 18. Billings saw a daily record of snowfall (5.2”) on Oct. 17 and Missoula saw a
daily record of precipitation on Oct. 18 at .38”. Great Falls eventually saw 14.2” by Oct. 19 and Choteau
saw 14” from the storm. An Oct. 21 storm brought snow squalls and heavy accumulation across the state,
including 11” in Cascade county, 7.6” to Bozeman and 5” to Havre. By Oct. 23, a blizzard warning was in
effect for most of Montana and traffic on interstates became snarled. Missoula broke the record for daily
snowfall at 13.8” and ranked 2nd highest for all-time 24-hour total in October (1914) and biggest storm in
100 years. By Oct. 24, 14” of snowfall was recorded in Meagher County and 16” in Jefferson County.
Trained spotters in downtown Helena recorded 20” of heavy snow in 12 hours, 13” was recorded in Bozeman and 12” in Loma in the same period. A final monthly total of 27.7” of snow made October 2020 the
snowiest October on record for Great Falls.
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MONTANA VOICES
Election Fails to Bring
Much-Needed Unity to Nation

T
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hose hoping the election would begin ergy corporations will have a field day fleecto heal the tremendous division, anger ing Montanans for their most basic and vital
and hatred spawned by Donald Trump’s needs.
presidency will not likely see their wish come
As for public lands, well, the Land Board
true. As we go to press the votes are still being that oversees the millions of acres of Moncounted. And despite trailing in both the popu- tana’s state lands will be all Republicans. All
lar vote and electoral college, Trump has de- those campaign proclamations about how
clared himself the victor, demanded that vote much the candidates love public lands and will
counting be stopped, and immediately thrown protect them will take second place behind the
out the threat of taking a Biden victory to the resource extraction industries poised to once
Supreme Court.
again plunder the Treasure State at will, turnIn the meantime, even if Biden prevails, ing public resources into private profit. While
he will face a split Congress with Democrats Montana has not sold off its state lands like
holding the House of Representatives but with some other Western states, that could change
a Republican majority in the Senate. It’s a -- and once-public lands could easily wind up
grim déjà vu of Obama’s presidency in which in private hands as a desperate governor seeks
traditional governance of lively debate and revenue wherever and by whatever means posearnest compromise is replaced by unilateral- sible.
ly-issued Executive OrSpeaking of revenue, if
ders, stalled confirmathere is one bright spot on
tions, and ugly partisan
an otherwise dismal fiscal
battles.
horizon, it’s that the initiaThe widely projected
tive to legalize, regulate and
“blue wave” simply
tax marijuana easily passed
didn’t materialize for
and, if projections are accuThe elephant in
Democrats, especially
rate, could generate somein Montana, where evwhere in the area of $50
the room is not
ery top-level seat went
million in new tax revenue
to Republican candifor the state.
Republicans,
dates. We will now
The elephant in the
have Greg Gianforte as
room is not Republicans,
it’s coronavirus.
our governor – a guy
however, it’s coronavirus.
who believes the earth
Montana lost its onceMontana lost its
is only 6,000 years old
impressive control of the
and that humans and
pandemic when the state
once-impressive
dinosaurs existed at the
relaxed
precautionary
same time.
measures
as
tourist
season
control of the
We’ll be sending Matt
rolled around. In came the
Rosendale to Congress
tourists, up went the Covid
pandemic when
– which is nothing to
cases, and we are now in a
cheer about, albeit he’ll
seriously deteriorating situthe state relaxed
be in the minority, a
ation as cold weather forces
freshman, and not much
more people indoors.
precautionary
of a threat as far as passPerhaps it’s wishful
ing legislation goes.
thinking,
but if Biden demeasures as
Steve Daines will
feats Trump, as it appears
return to the Senate,
more likely on this day after
tourist season
having defeated chalthe election, we will see a
lenger Steve Bullock,
greater respect for science
rolled around.
who will now go back
and self-control rather than
to the Governor’s Office
the litany of lies about how
to hammer out a lameit’s all going to go away miduck budget to pass on
raculously. It’s not. And
to a Republican Leguntil we get the coronavirus
islature facing unprecunder control, any hopes of
edented budgetary isa rebounding economy are
sues brought on by the coronavirus pandemic, pipe dreams. A healthy economy requires a
the resulting downturn of the economy, and a healthy populace and right now we have neihighly uncertain future as Covid continues to ther.
sicken citizens at the rate of one every second
What we needed was unity – what we got
and kill another American every three minutes. was more division, confusion, obfuscation and
Of course it’s a serious question about how uncertainty. Our challenges going forward
the Legislature can even meet and conduct its are now perhaps even greater than before the
long and difficult tasks without sickening and ballots were cast and our future is, in a word,
killing legislators, staff, and citizens trying to precarious. ” E
take part in their own government.
The Public Service Commission, which
—George Ochenski
oversees and regulates how much Montanans
pay for the utilities they rely on, will remain
in Republican hands, virtually ensuring en-

BYGONE DAYS
Bygone Days are compiled from
archives of Montana newspapers.
Current years featured are
1896, 1936 and 1961.

The Helena Independent
November 4, 1896
“At Mammoth Hot Springs, in Yellowstone Park, there is a fence made of elk horns.
It incloses [sic] the greater part of the grounds
of photographer F. Jay Haynes’ studio, which
is distant probably 200 feet from the Mammoth Hot Springs hotel. The fence is composed of over 300 selected elk horns. All of
them have 12 points and a great many have
the royal 14 points. They were shed in March
1895, and were gathered in June of the same
year by Mr. Haynes and three of his men
within a radius of 10 miles of Mammoth Hot
Springs and within four days’ time. There are
about 25,000 elk in the park now. Mr. Haynes
is always asked what the value of the fence is,
and his response, a very conservative one, is
that each pair of horns would bring $7.50 at
the railroad at Cinnabar, about eight miles, or
at least $10 a pair in the east or south.”
The Thompson Falls Montananian
November 7, 1896
“Now that the turmoil of the campaign is
over let us all get on a common sense basis of
friendship and good feeling. A battle cannot
be fought without some scars. It was Napoleon who said as he surveyed a bloody field
after a hard earned victory, ‘one must crack
some eggs if he would have an omelette.’ It
was a heartless thought but true nonetheless.
We in Missoula county have been exchanging some heavy blows and the right side will
probably win today. Now that it is all over, let
us clasp hands across the bloody chasm and
unite in a grand effort for the good of Missoula, the fairest city of the west and Missoula
county, the garden spot of Montana—Democrat. That’s right, Bro. Democrat.”
The Columbia Falls Columbian
November 12, 1896
“Ben Hilton bet his ranch against two lots
in town with Jack Skyles. Ben says if McKinley is elected the ranch will be worthless anyway… There is really little to tell in a local
way this week. People forgot to do anything
but talk politics, and to vote. Business will
be resumed again at the various old stands…
The election bulletins drew large crowds and
many citizens who usually keep very regular
hours remained up all night to hear the latest.
Tuesday evening every bulletin was a chance
for a whoop for McKinley. On Wednesday
evening the Bryan boys got in a few dozen
good yells over states that went our way. Several bets were made Tuesday and the odds
were in favor of McKinley.”
The Big Timber Pioneer
November 12, 1896
“A great cry is going up all over the country and an exchange despairingly asks: ‘Cannot something be done to prevent our young
ladies from being insulted on the streets at
night?’ Yes, we think something can be done,
and it cannot be done too soon, either. Just
have the girl’s mother tuck her into her little
bed about 8 o’clock p.m. and lock the door on
her. –Beardstown News.”

The Virginia City Madisonian
November 14, 1896
“District court will open Monday…The
docket is a large one, and there are more
prisoners in the jail, charged with criminal offences, than there has been at any other time
during the past two years. Aubrey Wall will
be tried for ‘cracking’ Musser and Rogers’
safe, and John Monckton for his complicacy
in this affair. Marsh Monckton, who was
also mixed up in this burglary, is now serving a 90-day sentence. William Lapone and
Adolph Levander will be called upon to explain the part they are alleged to have taken
in the tarring of William Sheldon, at Twin
Bridges a few days ago. Fred Scrab and Joe
Trainor, two youths of Pony, will be tried for
horse stealing, which by the way, 15 or 20
years ago, was a dignified crime, punishable
by hanging if the vigilance committee captured the offender, and which in these days of
bicycles and demonetized silver, has dropped
almost into the petit larceny class…Joshua
Brereton, a good natured old man, whose
home is in the Sheridan country, will be
called upon to explain why he made threatening demonstrations with a double barrelled
shot gun. This constitutes the criminal cases
that will be heard during the term. Next in
point of interest comes the matrimonial misalliances which the judge will be called upon
to re-adjust.”
The Dillon Examiner
November 18, 1896
“It now looks as though General Freight
Agent S.L. Moore, of the Northern Pacific
Railway Co., has at last hit upon a way to
clear Western ranges of the much maligned
and now useless horses which subsist by
the thousands upon the succulent grasses of
Montana, Idaho and Washington. These animals have been made cheap and useless by
the trolley and bicycle, until it is now difficult to dispose of them at any price. But Mr.
Moore’s scheme, if successful, will not only
create a demand for range horses, but will
also be the means of putting into circulation a large sum of money for the relief of
North American horseowners. Speaking of
his plan, Mr. Moore says: ‘Five dollars and
ten dollars a head is the price now asked for
several hundred thousand horses roaming the
Western plains, too valuable to be destroyed
and too expensive to keep alive.…A plant

was established by several men at Portland,
Ore., to slaughter some of the animals, but it
did not succeed, for the reason that the European governments passed a prohibitive law
against handling horsemeat in packages of
any kind. This effectually shut out the horse
meat pickled and preserved in that city, and
cut off an industry that promised to be very
profitable to the enterprising proprietor, as
well as a lasting benefit to horse ranchers on
the plains in providing a market for stock that
is almost valueless for any other purpose. It is
only a few years since that tales of adventure,
reading like romance, were written about the
capture and slaughter of wild horses in the
extreme West, which were supposed to be
descendants from animals escaped or abandoned during the Spanish conquests…It is
different with these herds…; they are the
abandoned results of enterprises which were
projected on an extensive scale within the
past ten or twelve years…Immense fortunes
were made in this way, and cattle kings were
numbered by the score: but when the electric
device and cables for street-railway cars were
adopted, profits gradually diminished until,
instead of there being a gain there was a constant loss. When the bicycle came into general use, the industry received a fatal blow,
many who were in the habit of using saddle
horses found that the bicycle did not require
to be ‘broke in,’ nor did it require feeding and
stabling, while in many respects the machine
was capable of being applied to greater use
than the horse.’”
The Butte Montana Standard
November 19, 1936
“Wheeler Starts Radio Campaign…
Chairman Wheeler, Democrat, Montana, of
the Senate Interstate Commerce committee
today opened a campaign to divorce large
radio chains from ownership of broadcasting
stations, a move he said was designed ‘to prevent monopoly of the nation’s air channels.’
The Federal Communications commission
already has power to free local stations from
chain control, he said, and to forbid purchase
of additional stations. ‘If the commission
does not have the courage to do its duty, we
should get a new commission,’ Wheeler asserted. ‘If that does not get results, I am going to ask for new legislation to break up this
growing monopoly of the air.’ Wheeler said
he opposed national ownership of broadcasting facilities, but asserted that ‘if there is going to be a radio monopoly, it must be controlled by the government.’”
Havre Daily News
November 21, 1936
“Copper King’s Relict Must Pay For Swiping Love of Ship’s Purser… Mrs. Thelma
Clark, attractive and wealthy Montana ‘copper widow,’ must pay Mrs. Christine Fitzpat-

rick $30,000 for the pilfered affections of Michael Fitzpatrick, ship’s purser, a jury ruled
tonight. The jury awarded damages after Mrs.
Fitzpatrick, demanding $150,000 for loss of
her seagoing husband’s love, accused the attractive widow of the late William A. Clark
III, heir to the vast copper fortunes of Senator W.A. Clark of Montana, with ‘dazzling’
Fitzpatrick with a ‘lavish display of wealth.’
Judge Elliott Craig ruled the jury could not
award more than $50,000 damages, but the
jury voted 10 to 2 to cut it to the figure allowed.”
The Butte Montana Standard
November 25, 1961
“Helena scientist N.J. (Jeff) Holter Friday
strongly criticized love-lorn columnist Ann
Landers’ dismissal of fallout shelter protection. In an open letter to the popular columnist through the Butte newspaper, Holter said
her facts were in error and accused her of
playing into the hands of Communists. Holter, president of the Holter Research Foundation, and an observer of the 1952 Marshall
Island’s atom testing, said Miss Landers ‘was
completely erroneous’ in her remarks about
the tests. ‘In the first place, the 15-megaton
bomb was exploded in 1954 and produced,
by actual measurement, a crater 6,000 feet
wide and 240 feet deep. This is indeed bad
enough, but to go to the extremes of science
fiction and say that it vaporized a 12-mile
island is not being very responsible. I have
seen this erroneous figure used elsewhere, so
it must have originated someplace—possibly
from members of the Communist conspiracy,
whose purpose is to frighten and confuse. I
prefer living with courage to dying with dignity because it is my patriotic duty,’ he said.
Holter wrote the columnist her preference of
death to survival ‘is typical of the softness of
our present culture.’ ‘Your cooperating with
Khrushchev by developing the fatalism and
lethargy which he desires is your own affair,
but you should at least seek accuracy in your
-widely-read columns,’ Holter said. He said
if Miss Landers would increase her chances
of survival by a fallout shelter, she would
find a post-war situation ‘grim but not hopeless.’ He said the people who built American
and particularly the Western pioneers faced
a similar situation but ‘they did not quit like
you.’ Holter is building a fallout shelter at his
Helena home.”
The Flathead Courier
November 30, 1961
“Lotsa Snow, But No Rope For Tow. Some
35 or 40 youngsters plus a few oldsters went
on a ski-less skiing trip Sunday. Some culprit
has stolen about 450 feet of the special chemically treated tow rope from the Skidoo ski
run on the east shore. Bob Millhouse of Polson said the theft apparently occurred during
the past couple weeks. Members of the Mission Valley Ski Club, comprised of Polson,
Ronan, and St. Ignatius residents, had the
slope all prepared for use about a month ago.
All they were awaiting was the snow. Then
the snow came . . . but the rope was gone.
The ski club operates the rope tow mainly for
amateur and younger ski enthusiasts, giving
them an opportunity to learn the basic fundamentals of schussing. Millhouse said he
would nominate the thief as a candidate for
the ‘meanest man of the year’ role and that he
figured the culprit has taken ‘enough for the
devil to tie him up with.’ E

For daily Bygone Days,
follow online at montanapress.net or
@MontanaPress on Facebook.
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MONTANA BOOKS
Satirist Carl Hiaasen Presents a Duo of New Novels

N

ot finding much to laugh about in these
pandemic times? America’s funniest
satirist Carl Hiaasen has the solution
with two titles that deliver humor and
hope for the whole family.
On the adult shelf, his New York Times
bestseller “Squeeze Me” catapults us into
a post-pandemic, petulantly pompous,
presidential Palm Beach posh pit, perfectly
titled Casa Bellicosa. In this faux Mar-aLago, a Botox-infused gaggle of grand dames
who call themselves the Potussies serve up
cultural mayhem for the POTUS, known
herein only by his Secret Service moniker,
Mastodon. The ultra-rich roast of this Trump
really takes off when one of the ’tussies
falls into a pond during an Irritable Bowel
Syndrome gala and is devoured by a 20-foot
Burmese python.
For the kiddos, Newbery Award Winner
Carl has conjured up “Squirm,” in which
Florida teen Billy Dickens flies across the
country to Montana in search of his father
Dennis, who left his mom when Billy was
4. Once in Livingston, Billy is welcomed by
Summer Chasing-Hawks, his stepsister and
daughter of Little Thunder-Sky, his Crow
mother-in-law. Billy will hike a mountain,
dodge a grizzly bear, save an endangered
panther and oh yes, shoot down a spy drone,
to not only meet but save his father.
Both books jump straight out of Hiaasen’s
own life. As a reporter and columnist for the
Miami Herald newspaper since he was 24,
Hiaasen had met Donald Trump prior to his
presidency, and he chronicled the Mar-a-Lago
high-dollar social scene for years. As for
Billy’s adventures in Livingston, Hiaasen,
a native Floridian who now resides in Vero
Beach, knows well whereof he speaks.

“Step off the plane in
Great Falls or Bozeman
and your jaw drops. When
you look around, if you’re
from Florida, the first
thing you think is, it’s
amazing they haven’t
wrecked this place yet!
Because if there was
anything that beautiful in
Florida, they would have
paved it already. ”
—CARL HIAASEN

Montana Press: How did you discover
Montana?

Carl Hiaasen: Well, I am a fly fisherman

and I love to fish. I’d grown up in Florida
with all salt-water flyfishing, bonefish and
tarpon, but I hadn’t done any trout fishing in
the mountains, for rainbows or cut throats
or anything, and I’d been reading about
Montana. So in the early 1980s, I actually
decided I was going to go see Montana. I
went out and I landed in Great Falls and
ended up in the Bob Marshall (Wilderness
Area), on like a dude ranch up there that you
also could fish in.
I almost drowned in the Sun River; I was
fishing alone and I just crossed a spot where
I shouldn’t have but I fell in love with it. And
just a few years later, I went to Missoula and
that whole area around the upper Clark fork,
and so I’ve been going out there since the
early Eighties. And for years, I had a summer
home outside of Livingston so I spent lots
and lots of time out there. I fell in love with it
the minute I stepped off the airplane. I think
that’s the way most people react to Montana.

MP: Much like the character of Billy Dickens
in “Squirm?”

Hiaasen: Yes, exactly. It just takes your

breath away. As beautiful as Florida is, the
flatness of it and the humidity and just the
massive numbers of people, you step off the
plane in Great Falls or Bozeman and your
jaw drops. When you look around, if you’re
from Florida, the first thing you think is, it’s
amazing they haven’t wrecked this place yet!
Because if there was anything that beautiful
in Florida, they would have paved it already.
Just the proximity to nature, there is hardly
a turn that you can take off any road in
Montana and not park your car and have one
of those raw moments. It’s just the natural
beauty of it. I’ve been going out there for a
long time.

the point. With a satire, you have to have
targets like that; you have to have reasons
for writing the satire. The difference between
that and slapstick is that satire has a point,
and a point of view. And obviously in Trump
World, and because he’s spent so much time
in Florida, that idea has been kicking around.
The stories coming out of Mar-a-Lago were
so ripe for satire.

I know who were laid off or worried about
losing their jobs completely. I knew people
who got sick, and my own schedule didn’t
change that much, you know? I was lucky,
first of all, to have a job, and to have a job
that kept me out of harm’s way. Most writers
are not socializers anyway; most writers are
pretty cranky and private. This was just a
period when it serves us well.

MP: Were there any scenes you wish you had

MP: You had written “Squirm” prior to the

Hiaasen: If I was writing the novel and I had

Hiaasen: I alternate between the so-called

added or omitted, given this unprecedented
Presidential campaign?

feelings, but it was just getting stampeded
with people. Now, it’s even worse. I have too
many memories of what it was like when you
could take your skiff out on the water and
pole around in evenings without getting run
over by jet skis and morons. When your good
memories start getting infected and soured
by what you see happening, it raises your
anxiety level to where it’s not worth staying
anymore. I do a lot of fishing in the Bahamas
now, where there are still places you can go
where you don’t see another boat all day.

thought to write a scene where Trump holds
an event in the Rose Garden and infects eight
or 10 people, including himself, I would
have thought, well, even he wouldn’t do that;
even he’s not that stupid and selfish. So that
wouldn’t have been a scene that I would have
put in. But now that has happened.
The other thing is, he isn’t the center of the
novel at all; he’s a large, gaseous presence
that sort of floats in and out, but he’s not
at the center of the plot. I wish I could say
I was shocked that he got this (Covid-19),
but if you look at his behavior, you can’t be
shocked. He was almost like daring the virus
to infect him, the way he was acting. And the
worst part is, he was making everyone else
act that way around him and not wear a mask.

MP: The timing of “Squeeze Me” somehow

MP: How has the Covid pandemic impacted

MP: That same influx of neighbors ultimately

drove you out of the Florida Keys, where you
and your wife Fenia lived for years.

Hiaasen: Yeah, I left Islamorada with mixed

feels almost preordained in light of President
Trump’s Covid missteps. Have you ever
experienced such a satirist’s jackpot?

Hiaasen: No, I haven’t. I’ve done a lot

of novels where I’ve had politicians and
incompetence. When you write about Florida,
you have to write about corruption, you have
to write about incompetence, even if you’re
writing a funny novel. I mean, that’s sort of
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your writing?

Hiaasen: I was just busting my ass to finish

the book when the real Covid outbreak started
in March, and I still had a lot of writing
to do. I had the advantage and felt almost
guilty about the fact that, as writers, we’re
self-isolating anyway; we’re in a room by
ourselves, we’re not out socializing. It just
gave me more time and more incentive to get
the work done. There were so many people

pandemic. How did you come up with this
bicoastal charmer?

grownup novels and the kid books for my
young readers. I remember when I wrote
“Hoot,” which is the first kids book I wrote,
it was about a kid who had moved to Florida
from Montana. That character is much
different than the character in “Squirm,” but
I wanted a kid who had to go to Montana, in
this case to try to find his father. He’s sort of a
Florida kid who has spent his life the opposite
of the “Hoot” kid, who had never been to the
Everglades or seen an alligator. I wanted a
kid who was familiar and cool with all that,
who would go out and catch a snake or didn’t
mind getting swarmed by mosquitoes. And
in “Squirm,” he’s got this mission where his
dad just kind of disappeared on them. There’s
some bitterness in the family about that, and
he decides he’s going to go out and track
down his father, who it turns out is kind of an
heroic figure, or at least a figure who has his
heart in the right place. It also selfishly gave
me a chance to write scenes both in parts of
Florida that I love and parts of Montana that
I love. It helps to be setting the action and
having your characters in a place that you
care about.

MP: Regular readers will sense they’re
entering Hiaasen Land when a drone
suddenly appears in the picture.

MP: Did it end up in Big
Tomber?

Hiaasen: You know, it didn’t

end up exactly where he
wanted it to, but he was able
to get it back within walking
distance or jogging distance,.
It was clearly a navigational
challenge to put a drone up
when it was blowing. That’s
where I got the idea of having
a kid who knew how to use
a drone, because my kid is
very tech savvy. I would have
crashed that thing up in a
cottonwood in two seconds if
I’d been at the controls.

MP: I’m guessing that entering

the world of descriptive Native
American names proved
equally enticing.

Hiaasen: Oh, they were great!

We had a wonderful scholar
help with the names because
I wanted to get everything
right. Sometimes I know right
away and other times I’ll have
to write a few chapters and
see how the names fit on the
characters, and if they don’t
fit, I’ll find something that
does because I want them to
be distinctive. I remember
reading books, and it would
drive me nuts when they
would have five or six similar
names. Even Dostoyevsky, I
would have to thumb back and
go, who’s that one? I would
forget the name; there would
just be so many and there
would be similarities to each.
So I always felt when I was
writing that I wanted the name
to stick with the reader from
the first page, so they would
never have to guess who that
character was or couldn’t
recall which one is which. As
a result, I’ll go through several
versions of a character’s name
as I’m writing, and luckily
with the word-processing
programs that we have now, if
I want to change a name and
see how that looks, it’s just
a few clicks to see if that’s
working better or not.

MP: Do you still get homesick
for your second home?

Hiaasen: (Laughs) One of the last summers

when I was in Montana, my youngest son
was a teenager at the time and I got him a
drone, because where we lived in Florida,
you’d hit power poles; you’d have to drive
a ways to get to a place where you could
really safely put a drone in the sky without
endangering somebody if it got out of hand.
But in Montana, you have all of that open
space. We had a place on the Yellowstone
where you could really get some incredible
visual stuff. But the thing we found out kind
of the hard way: you forget about how windy
it is in Livingston, you know? When you have
this great idea, this drone, you forget that it
blows 40-50 miles an hour steady sometimes
in Livingston. So he put his new drone up
one time and it had a little homing thing on
it where it would come back, and I could see
the thing struggling up there and struggling
up there…

Hiaasen: Oh yeah. This year,
because of Covid, I was out there only eight
or nine days and very remote. But one of
my great regrets is that I never got to be out
there in the fall. In Florida, kids start back to
school in mid-August. In Livingston, you’re
just coming out of 90 degrees every single
day then. Everybody said, ‘You’ve got to be
here in September,’ but I never was. But one
of these years, I’m going to make a point
of being there in September, not just for the
fishing but because it’s just so gorgeous.
It’s still a magical place for me. I know
the weather can be miserable. I have friends,
contractors who can’t work in the winter, and
it can be tough economically for them. But I
still think if you’re lucky enough to live out
there, it beats the hell out of the other 99.9
percent of the places you could be living. E
—Jay MacDonald
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MONTANA SPOTLIGHT
Montana’s Poet Laureate: Mandy Smoker Broaddus

M

ontana Poet Laureate Mandy Smoker
Broaddus describes the transmission of
a poem as “rigorous juggling.”
Carefully, she twines language,
fuses vocabulary and in the process of
enlightenment, words are threaded, deleted,
stacked, and rotated. Bit by bit, a full, rich
poem of understanding, love, and freedom
prevails.
“I’m hard on my poems and I’m a pretty
vigorous reviser,” says Smoker Broaddus,
who often writes under the moniker M.L.
Smoker. “I’ll begin to write a poem and after
it emerges, I’ll go through them line by line.
I don’t feel as if I’m constructing a poem. At
first, it’s more like the words are coming out.
During the revision process, I will go back
and wear a different hat and a different set of
eyes and see it all through a different lens.”
Poetry, she says, is like a spring, the
watering of seeds of joy, an escalating
connection that is alive at the moment in the
world with her, a pattern of life that radiates
out in all directions.
“I never really know when the feeling
will come to put a new idea out in the world.
There’s never been any expectation, and it
could be sporadic. There are times when I
will write poetry because I’m feeling stable
and grounded, and other times where there
has been heartache and difficulty in my life.”

EXPRESSION AND EMPOWERMENT
A member of the Sioux and Assiniboine
tribes, Mandy was born in 1975 on the
Fort Peck Indian Reservation and moved
to California when she was in elementary
school, graduating from high school in the

Heart Butte, Montana
BY M.L. SMOKER
The unsympathetic wind, how she has evaded me for years now,
leaving a guileless shell and no way to navigate. Once when I stood
on a plateau of earth just at the moment before the dangerous,
jutting peaks converged upon the lilting sway of grasslands, I almost
found a way back. There, the sky, quite possibly all the elements,
caused the rock and soil and vegetation to congregate. Their prayer
was not new and so faint I could hardly discern. Simple remembrances,
like a tiny, syncopated chorus calling everyone home: across
a thousand eastward miles, and what little wind was left at my back.
But I could not move. And then the music was gone.
All that was left were the spring time faces of mountains, gazing down,
their last patches of snow, luminous. I dreamed of becoming snow melt,
gliding down the slope and in to the valley. With the promise,
an assurance, that there is always a way to become bird, tree, water again.

San Joaquin Valley. She describes her earliest
memories of writing as analogous to the
sound of a bell penetrating deeply into her
cosmos.
“Since I was young, I’ve kept a journal…
I’d write stories and create plays in
elementary school. I loved writing as an
expression of myself. It’s always felt like
the right thing to do and has made me feel
empowered. In fourth grade, I wrote a play
and had my best girlfriends come over and we
set up a stage and had props and we rehearsed

our lines, and we won the school talent show.
I felt strong and capable – and it was fun.”
One of her earliest primary writing
influences was California-born Nobel Prize
winning author John Steinbeck (1902-1968).
“I was introduced to John Steinbeck in
middle school, and I made such a surprising
connection to him and his voice. His style
was unique to me. As I got older, I realized
that my father’s side of the family from was
Oklahoma and my grandparents left town
and came to California during the Dust Bowl.

‘The Grapes of Wrath’ became personal
to me, a connection to my grandparents’
migration, and their transition, and it gave
me a window into my relationship with my
grandmother that was unexpected.”
Another seminal influence, but for
almost entirely difficult reasons, was Native
American novelist and poet James Welch,
who was born in Browning in 1940. Welch,
who died in 2003, is considered a leading
author of the Native American Renaissance of
literature.
“My dad starting giving me Welch’s
books,” says Mandy. “I went to high school
in California and his novels were a way
to connect back to Montana. My dad used
Welch as an example to prove that Native
people could write, too, and he would say,
here is one of the best examples of that. He
was from Montana and described the places
that I knew, and that was transformative
for me. As I got older I began to get more
interested in poetry. James Welch’s ‘Riding
the Earthboy 40’ became my bible and I read
it a thousand times. He was a huge factor in
my development as a writer.”
She earned a BA at Pepperdine University
and an MFA at the University of Montana,
where she received the Richard Hugo
Memorial Scholarship. She also studied
at UCLA, where she received the Arianna
and Hannah Yellow Thunder Scholarship,
and the University of Colorado, where she
was awarded the Battrick Fellowship for
excellence in poetry writing.
“In high school, I was drawn to journalism
and in college I steered to literature. When
my mom passed when I was 23-years-old,
I began communicating with her through
writing, and some of that writing later
became poems that are part of my collection.
Then, I thought that I should study poetry and
dive in there.”

FREE VERSE OF IDENTITY
Mandy composes free verse poems in
which she opens her heart and accepts all her
Native American blood ancestors with their
good qualities, their talents, and also their
weaknesses. Her spiritual relatives and blood
relations are all part of her. She is them, and
they are her. She does not have a separate
self.
“Identity is a big part of my work,” says
Mandy. “Being a Native woman and knowing
my history and knowing so much about the
place where I come from and my ancestry,
my family, and my home, I can’t separate it
from anything that I do… My poetry is fully
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“I want young people especially to find
that connection to different voices, different
styles, different writers, different places.
To find something that speaks for them.
A voice that might resonate. A place that
might be familiar. That’s the most special
thing that I’ve learned about poetry, that
you could tell it from whatever perspective
and vantage point that you want.”
-M.L. Smoker, pictured above with fellow
Montana Poet Laureate Melissa Kwasny

present, and it’s who I am, an Assiniboine
woman at the core, and it’s where I create and
function from, and a really strong orientation
and source.
“Poetry is a vulnerable time and place and
act, and I’ve done it in the hopes to reclaim
part of my own story and family history.
I’m making something possible that was not
possible for my ancestors or even my own
mother.”
She is the author of the poetry collection
“Another Attempt at Rescue” (Hanging Loose
Press, 2005). With co-Montana Poet Laureate
Melissa Kwasny of Basin, she co-edited “I
Go to the Ruined Place: Contemporary Poems
in Defense of Global Human Rights” (Lost
Horse Press, 2011).
Mandy makes her home in Helena, where
she works in the Indian Education Division of
the Office of Public Instruction.
She says that juxtaposing family, work, and
poetry has been a particularly sensitive task
this year, and that lately, when she has set
aside a time to write, what has come out has
mostly felt stilted. Still, she is shrewd enough
not to force it. Seemingly workable phrases
will drift into her mind at the most awkward
times, like when she is sitting in the car or
entering a business meeting. Patiently, she
accepts each and every snippet as a signal of
fortuity.
“I wish that I were more disciplined, or that
I could make it a regular process. For me it’s
never been the expectation that I could write
poetry daily or do it a few times a week, but
it is something always more sporadic. I can’t
predict the conditions for inspiration.”
What makes Smoker Broaddus’ work so
engaging is that she so eloquently transfers
into words the grace and ease and openness of
her heart.

“Poetry is definitely vulnerability,” says
Broaddus. “Poet Greg Pape once said to me
before a reading (as encouragement) that I
should go back to the moment that I wrote
the poem and when it emerged, and said that
that would allow me to feel that poem again. I
still cry over a poem, even ones that I’ve read
a thousand times. Poetry is the essence and
spirit of being opened up and raw.”

SELF-PERSPECTIVE OF POETRY
While her poems are universally relatable
and punctuated by profound moments of
personal transformation, Smoker Broaddus
says that certain audiences handle and
respond to her work with a unique respect.
“Maybe 15 years ago, I gave a reading
at the Blackfeet Community College in
Browning. It was probably the first time that
I had read to an all-Native audience, college
students in the library. There were maybe 20
students, from ages 18 to 50 years old. People
found connections, much like what James
Welch did for me – to provide a light at the
end of the tunnel.”
Indeed, she is keenly aware of the
responsibility of the Poet Laureate of bringing
new associations into the world, verbally,
intellectually, and even socially.
“I want young people especially to find
that connection to different voices, different
styles, different writers, different places. To
find something that speaks for them. A voice
that might resonate. A place that might be
familiar. That’s the most special thing that
I’ve learned about poetry, that you could tell
it from whatever perspective and vantage
point that you want.” E
—Brian D’Ambrosio
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A

nyone who knows Montana
recognizes that the state is
staggeringly rich in resources
– natural resources that is –
and there is a long history of
managing them for economic
growth and prosperity. Timber, copper, coal,
gold and water are all on the docket for
continued use and extraction under the state’s
economic orientation.
To promote fair use and prevent
environmental degradation, however,
many levels of government are tasked
with regulating extraction industries. Such
regulation aims to strike a balance between
values such as economic welfare and
ecosystem health. Even in the presence of
good policy, however, conflicts can arise. One
such conflict involves water in the Flathead
Valley of Northwest Montana, where a fouryear battle pits a company’s right to bottle
and sell Flathead water against community
members seeking guidance from science about
their watershed’s extent and limits.
On January 14, 2016, Montana Artesian
Water Company (MAWC), a water bottling
company located just south of Kalispell, was
preliminarily granted a permit to pump water
from a 222-foot well for commercial use.
In the permit, the Montana Department of
Natural Resources (DNRC) allowed for yearround pumping of a proposed 710.53 acre-feet
of water.
A DNRC administrative document details
that a proposed 588.08 acre-feet of the water
may be used directly for bottling – that’s about
290 Olympic-size swimming pools per year
(commonly measured at two acre-feet) – while
the rest of the allotment is to be used by staff,
to rinse bottles, or be discharged.
The DNRC document states that MAWC
intends to use up to twenty machines capable
of filling 20-ounce bottles at a rate of 7,000 per
hour. With round-the-clock daily production,
MAWC would fill 1.2 billion bottles of water
per year.
According to company spokesman Darryl
James, the company’s owners, Lew and Larel
Weaver, do not intend to use the full extent of
their permit.
“The Weavers have said repeatedly they
have no intention of building that size ability
in that area. While they have the ability on
paper to pump that volume of water, they are
not set up to use that much,” James explained.
According to the MAWC website, the
current facility has the capacity to bottle
approximately 25-30 gallons of water per
minute, and the company’s intent is to run the
plant ten hours per day, five days a week. This
would fill 18 million bottles a year.
On January 27, 2016, DNRC posted
notice of the permit in the Daily Interlake,
a newspaper based in Kalispell. The permit
received 75 objections from numerous
individuals and groups, including members
of the Flathead Valley community, the

A CONFLICT OVER WATER - AND ONE COMPANY’S RIGHT TO BOTTLE IT BY THE BILLION - IS IN
THE DEPTHS OF A FOUR-YEAR BATTLE IN THE FLATHEAD VALLEY OF NORTHWEST MONTANA.

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes, the
U.S. Department of Interior ‘s Fish & Wildlife
Service, and private companies.
A group, Water for Flathead’s Future,
organized to question the state agency’s
decision to permit the water-bottling operation.
The group’s chairman, Steve Moore, said
he shared a concern with other community
members about the long-term impacts of the
plant. They worried whether enough scientific
evidence was being employed to provide
accurate forecasting and if the DNRC’s models
of water flows in the Flathead Valley were
adequate.
“In the Flathead, there’s a misconception of
an infinite, endless supply of water that can be
extracted with impunity,” Moore said.
By late 2017, the DNRC proceeded
with hearings to evaluate concerns. Court
documents later revealed that the meeting was
“perhaps the most contentious administrative
hearing conducted by the DNRC in its 45
years of administering the Montana Water Use
Act.”
According to administrative documents,
the DNRC and objectors to the bottling plant
collectively determined that pumping the
MAWC well would result in drawdown of
water in surrounding wells and depletions
to surface waters
but disagreed on
the consequences of
those effects. The
Department ultimately
concluded there to be
no adverse effects in
preserving MAWC’s
permit.
In 2018 lawsuits
challenged the DNRC’s
decision. Lewis and
Clark County District
Judge Kathy Seeley
ruled against the
DNRC on March 29,
2019. The decision
was appealed to the
Montana Supreme
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Court, which overturned the ruling, tossing the
lawsuit back to the lower courts. Judge Seeley
is set to review the remaining legal issues this
year, but testimony has yet to be scheduled.
Moore, along with nine other individuals
and the non-profit organization, Flathead
Lakers, Inc., are still litigating against the
Montana DNRC and MAWC, disputing the
legality of the water permit.
“Because of the nature of this, there are
competing sides,” Moore says explaining his
position amongst petitioners. “Our idea is if
one is going to bottle the resources, mine the
gold, dig out the sand, that they have to follow
the rules.”

CONFLICTING VALUES:
BEHIND BOTH SIDES
The complexity of the case circles around
the challenge of perfectly understanding the
flow of water in the Flathead Valley. This part
of the state is cwidely known for its pristine
aquatic amenities stemming from ancient
glacial melt and plenty of snow runoff.
Underground layers of water called aquifers
contain vast amounts of the liquid gold. Three
aquifers are at play in the Flathead Valley. A
shallow aquifer underlies the ground’s surface
and an intermediate aquifer lies beneath that.
These two water bodies interact often due to
the presence of permeable rock such as gravel
or silt.
Underneath the two upper aquifers is a
layer of clay. This layer ranges in thickness
but is estimated generally to be hundreds of
feet thick. Finally, there is the third aquifer, a
massive feature that may be thousands of feet
deep.
The pumping well utilized by MAWC
stretches into the earth nearly three quarters
the length of a football field and hits the third
and deepest alluvial aquifer. Moore and his
allies have serious concerns regarding the
implications, though larger water permits exist
in the area for agricultural purposes.
“The problem is not just the amount that
it takes out but the duration, and that it takes

Montana Bureau of of Mines and Geology Hydro
Technician Dean Snyder surveying Brown Creek
in the East Flathead Valley region.
water out perpetually. It does not give the
aquifer a chance to recharge – that’s where all
the problems arise,” Moore says. “The farm
irrigation system extracts a lot of water over a
short period of time.”
The DNRC currently employs a method to
model properties of the deep alluvial aquifer
that internal administrative documents reveal
the agency to be not completely satisfied
with. The DNRC, however, moved forward,
employing this method as it was the best
means available.

Plan view of the Kalispell Valley and the
550-plus boreholes used in constructing
Dr. Weight’s groundwater geologic model.
Expert witnesses on all sides were called
upon to describe the colossal third aquifer and
translate what its likely size and extent means
for water policy decisions.
In a deposition, DNRC Hydrogeologist
Russell Levens testified that undertaking an
extensive groundwater analysis is not typically
required for water right cases, “particularly
in areas where there are not established water
availability issues, like the Flathead.”
Earlier, the questioners of the bottling
plant had recognized their need for scientific
expertise. “We needed something other than
everyone getting angry and raising their fists.
We needed something quiet and substantial
that could be presented, and everybody could
believe it,” said Moore.
Water for Flathead’s Future decided to
consult with Dr. Willis Weight, a recently
retired environmental engineering professor at
Carroll College and a practicing hydrologist
with his own consulting company. To
investigate the aquifer for themselves, the
group decided to bankroll Weight in building
a numerical groundwater model through
computer programming.
“Groundwater model systems do a good
job incorporating all the information to make
better policy decisions,” explained Weight
in an interview. “You have the river systems
moving rivers around the footprint of glacial
activity in the valley and then you have lake
impact. It was a very complex project.”
To construct the model, Weight used
publicly available data that is recorded when
new wells are dug and they are tested for stress
to the overall underground water system. That
data is stored at the Montana Bureau of Mines
and Geology in Butte.
For his model, Weight mapped eight
geological layers of the Flathead Valley, along
with lakes, rivers, and other tributaries. This
enabled Weight to build a 3-D map of the
underground layers of water and geology that
he said could test different scenarios of water
extraction. He said this could assist researchers
and policy makers to understand, for example,
if a new well would impact a nearby spring.
Weight was able to map out the thick layer
of clay separating the deep alluvial aquifer and
see how well it contained the water underneath
the Flathead Valley. “The original thought was
there was a confining layer separating aquifers.
I found very big windows and holes where that
wasn’t the case at all,” Weight said.
The cost of the model was over $100,000 to
Moore and his colleagues. Weight believes he
is the first to take on this complex work.

Weight’s model was not used by the DNRC,
however. Administrative documents indicate
that a lack of thorough review by the agency
raised questions about the acceptability of
using Weight’s model for decision making.
Although it is common for scientists to be
hired as expert witnesses during legal disputes,
Weight said the request for the model was
unique.
“It’s unusual for a public group to
commission science like WFF has,” Weight
said. “They were willing to put up resources to
make sure everything is fair and equitable.”
Weight’s work modeling the Flathead
Valley has not yet been made public or been
peer reviewed. It is currently being housed
by Core Water Consulting in Kalispell, but
WFF Chairman Steve Moore said he wants the
model to be released to the public.
“The whole idea is not to keep the model
private but make it available to the public so
they can learn and plan with it,” Moore said.
“We want scientific basis for public policy in
the county.”
MAWC spokesman Darryl James said he
gives credit to the group for attempting to
build a model but explains that MAWC has
followed the rules in gaining the water permit.
“They’ve done everything by the book,”
said James.
James explained protections exist in the
law if there is a deleterious impact to a prior
water right, but MAWC’s pump testing did
not suggest that was going to happen. “The
recharge rate was extraordinarily high.”
James said the Weavers were not prepared
for the opposition to the project.
“Everyone loves the Flathead, if you think
of spoiling that in some way it causes alarm,”
James said. “I think it would be the magnitude
of the project that has blown out of proportion.
People don’t understand the volume of water
that flows through the valley. This is an

extraordinarily small fraction of water.”
MAWC’s website expands on this idea:
“Wheat is Montana’s number one export,
with nearly 75% being exported to Asian
markets. But did you know that it takes about
150 gallons of water to produce one pound of
wheat?”
DNRC administrative documents outline
the current understanding of the massive
flow of water through the Flathead Valley.
An estimated water budget for the area leaves
190,000 acre-feet unappropriated each year.
While DNRC officially does not comment
on matters currently in litigation, Melissa
Schaar, Hydro-Sciences Supervisor at the
agency, said no changes have occurred to the
permitting process since the MAWC permit
was approved.
In a recent action that has not been
confirmed to be connected with the lawsuit,
however, DNRC hired private contractor
Aquaveo, Inc. to construct numerical
groundwater models of the Flathead and
Billings Aquifers as part of a pilot project for a
web application tool.
Schaar noted that Dr. Weight consulted with
Aquaveo on the development of the Flathead
model. In a separate interview, Weight said
that he helped the firm construct a simpler
model than the one built for litigation against
the DNRC.

CONTINUED SCIENTIFIC
INVESTIGATION
For the 2019 fiscal year, DNRC applied
to the Montana Ground Water Steering
Committee, a bureaucratic group mandated by
the Montana State Legislature, to investigate
the East Flathead region. The steering
committee takes applications on an annual
basis for Montanans and state agencies to
investigate water resource questions.

Close-up of cross-sections in Dr. Weight’s
groundwater model. The uppermost yellow sand
and royal-blue gravel represents the Shallow
Aquifer. The mint green color represents the Upper
Deep Aquifer and the orange layer is the Deep
Kalispell Aquifer. The Bedrock is represented
by the dark grey unit at the bottom.  

The DNRC application stated that the
effects of groundwater withdrawals from the
shallow aquifer and the deep alluvial aquifer
are not clear in the Flathead Valley, and that
more needs to be known about the connectivity
of the aquifers. The document proposed
that a groundwater model be produced that
incorporates complex boundary conditions,
multiple aquifers, and surface water
connections.
The committee approved the request and the
DNRC’s project was placed in the hands of the
Groundwater Investigation Program (GWIP) at
the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology.
GWIP was created to conduct the research
of hydrogeologic issues and it supports
science-based water management in Montana.
The Bureau of Mines and Geology has been
assessing groundwater in Montana since the
1980s, but it’s a big state, and much remains
unknown about subsurface geological
conditions.
“Essentially we are surveyors providing
geologic and water resource information to
the State of Montana,” said GWIP Manager
Ginette Abdo, who also explained how the
non-regulatory nature of the department means
the science it produces comes from a nonbiased point of view.
Although the study involves more
research and data collection than Weight’s
commissioned model, it encompasses similar
work. Ginette Abdo said that Weight was
consulted prior to starting her department’s
project, “The East Flathead Groundwater
Investigation.”
“What we try to do is gather up all existing
information so we’re not reinventing the
wheel. We’re all invested in best science,” said
Abdo.
GWIP Flathead site lead and Senior
Hydrogeologist Andy Bobst said the study is
conducted by gathering well sites and surface
water sites to monitor water flow. The site will
be periodically monitored through December,
2020 and Summer, 2021 and will lead to more
drilling and the installing of aquifer test sites.
“We need to know basically a 3-D
understanding of the confining [clay] layer
which may not be present everywhere,” Bobst
said. “We try to better understand the physical
system so that people can make more reasoned
decisions. Water allocation is never going to be
simple, and the aquifer doesn’t care too much
why the water is being pumped out.”
The dimensions of the clay container of the
deep alluvial aquifer in the Flathead Valley
will soon be demystified through increased
scientific research and publication. GWIP
normally holds public presentations about
the science it is conducting, but recently the
department has not done so due to COVID-19
restrictions.
According to University of Montana
Economist Katrina Mullan, conflict over
natural resources is not only likely, but
inevitable, and particularly so when it comes
to water. “As water becomes more scarce
because of climate change and increased
demands, then those conflicts become more
intense.”
Mullan said that environmental concerns
can be alarming for people and that they
sometimes are at odds with economic
priorities, explaining that perceptions of water
scarcity could be impacting the conflict over
the Flathead Valley water-bottling project.
“In other parts of the state there is greater
water scarcity, so the perceptions in this
area could be correctly or incorrectly seeing
scarcity in other places and recognizing that as
a potential future,” Mullan said. E
—Geneva Zoltek
Photos by Sara Diggins and Geneva Zoltek.
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WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS

Music, Performances and Events Outside and Online
CONCERTGOERS, PERFORMERS AND VENUES:
Through many months of decreased
capacity restrictions and local health
department regulations, the Montana
Press hesitates to promote in-person
performances and events due to the
variable nature of closures during the
COVID-19 pandemic. We will continue to
offer recommendations for events across
the state and encourage venues and
performers to contact us at 370-1492 or
info@montanapress.net in order
to promote specific events.

All events listed are subject to change.
Send updates to: info@montanapress.net.

“MIXED UP MASHED UP
FAIRYTALES”

PLEASE REACH OUT TO THE VENUE TO CONFIRM
SHOW TIMES AND AND CURRENT REGULATIONS.

Grandstreet Theatre - Helena
Online performances offer a
modern twist on favorite fairy
tales. Through Nov. 8 - 7:30 p.m.
Visit GrandstreetTheatre.com
for details and tickets.

THE AUIDEO SHOW FROM WILDRYE DISTILLING
Join The AUIDEO Show, a live online and broadcast event from

Wildrye Distilling featuring Bozeman’s own Fountain Street Theater,
an “exploratory bluegrass band” based in Montana’s Gallatin Valley.
Wed., Nov. 11 - 6 p.m. on Facebook Live at @WildryeDistilling.

FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE
The first Winter Farmers’ Market

GREAT FALLS SYMPHONY

of the season in Bozeman is
Sat., Nov. 14 - 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. at the Gallatin County
Fairgrounds Exhibit Building.

The Great Falls Symphony will
be recording and streaming
all of their winter concerts.
Performances on Sat., Nov.
7 and Sun., Dec. 6. Visit
GFsymphony.org for details.

BozemanWinterMarket.com

STREAMING LIVE FROM
BOZEMAN HOT SPRINGS

Swamp Dawg: swampy southern
soul and New Orleans-style
funk and second line on
Sat., Nov. 7 at 7 p.m.
Live with the Eric Holder
Experience on Nov. 14 at 7 p.m.
@BozemanHotSprings on FB

Thursday, Nov. 12 - 7:30 p.m.

LITTLE JANE AND
THE PISTOL WHIPS

Front woman, founder, and

JESSICA EVE
Voted best Female Vocalist in

the Magic City Music Awards
in Billings two years in a row,
Jessica Eve has featured videos
uploaded on her Facebook
site at the handle
@JessicaEveMTmusic.

songwriter for Little Jane & the
Pistol Whips, Ashly Holland
possesses a vocal quality that
can be smoky, sweet, warm, and
inviting. A multi-instrumentalist,
Holland backs her voice with
acoustic guitar, fiddle, or
accordion. She uploads
music on her Facebook
page at the handle
@LittleJaneandthePistolWhips.
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IN & AROUND

MONTANA’S OWN BOB WIRE

F
SOCIAL DISTANCE SESSIONS
Missoula Beats Club
Brendan Casey + Sarah Frazier
Frazier creates heavy and
ominous soundscapes while
Casey performs homemade
fantasy-based electronic music.
Nov. 7 - 7:30 p.m.

Rocky Mountain Ballet
The Ballet Theatre presents
“Holidays at Home in Montana.”
Sat., Nov. 14 - 7:30 p.m.

Zootown Cabaret
The ensemble for musical theatre
at UM School of Music performs
theme songs from popular TV
shows, past and present.
Sat., Nov. 21 - 7:30 p.m.
Visit ZootownArts.org or
@TheZACC for details.

or over a quarter-century now, musician
Bob Wire has entertained his fans with
engaging lyrics and always-stellar live
shows. But Mr. Wire is actually the alias
of acclaimed Montana author Ednor Therriault, whose 2019 book “Seven Montanas: A
Journey In Search of the Soul of the Treasure
State” is a true chronicle of the treasure state.
Therriault spoke recently with the Montana
Press about his writing career, his love of
Bruce Springsteen’s Nebraska and, of course,
his alter ego.

MONTANA PRESS: Are you surprised, Ednor,
at how the Bob Wire personna has persevered
over the years?

BOB WIRE: I’m a little guilty for cultivating it,

but I found out early on that having an alternate persona is a valuable tool for my creative
enterprises. So I started using the “Bob Wire”
name to write for certain publications, and
basically anything that’s musically related, record reviews and concert reviews.
But as time went along, I have been
playing music in town here since 1994 using
that name – I became well-known locally.
Lately, I’ve had the bizarre issue of having
to work to get my real name out from under
the shadow of my fake name.

MP: Why do you think fans received your music so well?

BOB WIRE/EDNOR THERRIAULT: I get some

good feedback and probably the most typical
thing that I hear is that people enjoy a song
that has a story to it and has characters.
My storytelling and character development
are influenced by John Prine and Springsteen
and even Dylan in some cases. For me, the
lyrics are the thing. I try to keep it concise,
and not precious or self-serving.

MP: Do you have a hard time letting go of a
song as far as knowing when it’s done?

THERRIAULT:

LIVE ONLINE DEC. 10: SONGSTRESS CHRISTY HAYS

Alternative country songstress Christy Hays formed a non-profit
songwriter and writer-in-residence program called Dear Butte, “An
artistic retreat for like-minded people who need to get away from the
cityscape to create.” The past ten years she has worked her medium,
landing radio airtime, and even shared the stage with other talents
such as Sturgill Simpson and Jeffrey Foucault, among others.
Hays plays live, streaming music on her Facebook handle
@ChristyHaysMusic. She also has albums and swag for sale at her
website ChristyHays.com. Hays will be featured on the Montana
Happy Hour at @MontanaPress on Thurs., Dec. 10. at 5 p.m.

There are two schools of
thought to it. You do have to sit down, and the
song will pour out of you when it comes, when
that inspiration hits. You just have to be ready,
get out of your own way and let it happen.
The flip side? I heard once that good songs are
written and great songs are rewritten.
I think the song I’m most proud of took me
over a year to write. It honored the person
I was writing the song for. That song was
called, “Saigon.”
I didn’t want to get any of the details
wrong because I have a lot of respect for
veterans, in particular Vietnam veterans. I
wanted this song to tell the story of this guy
who was there at a certain time
After that song came out people asked me
if I had been to Vietnam.
‘So obviously you served in the war? I’m
like, ‘No. I would have been nine years old,
for one thing.’ It’s typical of how I approach
my non-fiction writing. You just research the
hell out of something until you are writing
from a place of authority.

MP: How have you evolved as an artist from

I feel like I have a pretty high standard. If I
think it’s good, I think there are other people
who will also think that it’s good but I can’t
let that drive the creative process. I think just
‘gaining confidence in my voice’ for lack of a
better all-encompassing term.

MP: Is it difficult to balance the music side
with the writing side?

THERRIAULT: I would say being a musician
and being a songwriter has impacted my
writing in a very positive way. It has given
my writing and my prose a sense of rhythm
that I don’t think a non-musician could
naturally come to that.

MP: What can fans expect from the upcoming
Montana Happy Hour show?

THERRIAULT: I call myself the insensitive

singer-songwriter; you can find my music
filed under ‘uneasy listening.’ I’m an
entertainer so what I’m going to do is the
same thing I’m going to do for a live show,
where I’ll play mostly my material that is fun.
It rewards people who are paying attention to
the lyrics.
These online shows are a big challenge
for the artist because they are lacking the
personal live connection. I’ve only done
one this summer, and after the hour I was
exhausted and dripping sweat and felt like I
had worked my ass off. I’ll play two hours or
more in front of a crowd and not have to stop,
because we feed off that energy and feed it
right back to the crowd, that exchange of
musical energy and joy.

MP: I noticed previously you stated your

love for Springsteen’s Nebraska. It ranked
#150 in the Rolling Stone Top 500 albums list
recently.

THERRIAULT: It’s not the most upbeat album

to listen to. I think it’s the most important
album of his career and he’s one of the most
important songwriters in rock and roll. It
influenced a lot of my writing for sure. The
first time I tried to write a song that was
consciously paying tribute to Nebraska was a
song called “Cold Blooded Killer.” It’s almost
cartoon-ish, given how many people die
through just three verses and a chorus! E

when you first started to where you are today?

—Jason MacNeil

THERRIAULT: I’m much more comfortable in

Bob Wire performs live on the Montana Press
Monthly Facebook page as part of Montana
Happy Hour on November 19 at 5 p.m.

my skin, in who I am and what I do.
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SHAUNA WHITE BEAR CR AFTS MONTANA-MADE MOCCASINS
“At a young age I enjoyed making dream
catchers with my mother,” she relates. “I’ve
always been really crafty but it was hard to
focus on one thing.”
When she went to work at Carter’s, White
Bear was intoxicated by the smell of leather
and drawn to the behind-the-scenes craftwork.
“I enjoyed seeing my co-workers repair
shoes, bring boots back to life, and make
leather goods,” she says. “I had a boyfriend
who wanted hunting moccasins to bow hunt,
so I gave it a go. Love motivated me—and
a beautiful bison hide, that grainy texture is
breathtaking.”
Bison hide is not stretched during tanning
so the grain is preserved, leaving it five times
stronger than cow hide. White Bear will occasionally use deer or elk hide for her moccasins
but usually reserves those hides for fringe.
A pair of tipi earrings made by fellow Native artisan Quill Bill dangle from her ears as
she stitches a pair of Chukka moccasins, one
of the six styles she offers. She deftly glides a
proprietary sliding knot that finishes the pair.
Other moccasins feature riveted eyelets for
lacing. “I love riveting and adding accents
with ribbon or brass,” she says, looking up
from her task.

THE WHITE BEAR LEGACY

A

pressure gauge hangs above the corner
where Shauna White Bear operates her
solo enterprise, White Bear Moccasins,
in the back of Carter’s Boots & Repair
in downtown Bozeman.
“The guys will move it up when I’m cursing
and fired up over the moccasins,” she explains.
It’s hard to imagine this soft-spoken young
woman losing her cool, but White Bear is passionate about her craft.
“I use a small awl to punch holes, not a hole
punch, which is challenging. I’ve had to build
up my hand strength,” she explains. Hand
stitching, one of her trademarks, also requires
manual strength.
“In the beginning I used wax thread, but it
will start to fray because Montana is so dry, so
I’ve sourced a different thread,” she explains.
Admittedly a lost soul in 2016, White Bear
pulled the threads of her life together by starting a creative venture. A registered member
of the Arikara nation from North Dakota, she
grew up an “urban native” in Washington
state.

A timid child, White Bear says she had a
hard time pronouncing her ‘Rs,’ which made
answering questions about her last name and
tribal affiliation particularly distressing. “I first
experienced anxiety during school-attendance
check. Since my last name begins with a W, I
was always last and the teacher would ask; ‘Is
that Native? Which tribe?’ You don’t want to
be center of attention, you want to blend in. It
took a while to appreciate my heritage.”
White Bear first explored her roots at 13,
when she and her mother visited her grandmother, a math teacher at the Indian school at
Fort Berthold in North Dakota. “When I was
21, I went to the family pow wow; it was an
incredible, overwhelming experience. I hadn’t
seen my dad for years, but you have aunties,
uncles and cousins, and I have a half-brother.”
When the area’s oil boom brought increased
crime, she was reticent to return. Now 37,
White Bear has never been back, though she
has stayed in contact with her father.
Pulling out a family tree, White Bear muses
about her lineage. “My auntie says one thing

and my father another… there are names like
Black Calf Woman and Strikes Enemy on my
grandfather’s side, but there is a French or
Scottish woman named Emma Dickens who
goes back four generations.”
Relatives from Texas and California have
found her; a few have even reached out wanting moccasins. She says she is always eager to
learn more about her family.
“Any other White Bears are related to me,”
she says and notes one particular person of interest in her famiy tree, Marley White Bear, an
ancestor with lighter skin who may have been
adopted.
White Bear says she is deeply grateful to
store owner Jeff Carter for taking her in and
“letting me flourish.” She adopted a full-time
business model in 2018 and now works a full
eight-hour day, returning around 8 p.m. to
work until at least midnight.
“When I’m in the zone I’ll have music
blaring and this whole place is covered (with
materials).” A magnificent fox pelt lies on the
adjoining table, a gift from a co-worker. She’s
considering its use: perhaps to line and cuff a
pair of winter moccasins.
“The cool thing about working here is I
have access to all this,” she says, picking up a
ring of sole samples.

As she uses the heel of a crepe sole to remove dried glue from the Chukkas she’s been
crafting, a piece of leather flips up and hits her
in the nose
“These are going to the B. Yellowtail Collective,” she says, unfazed by the errant leather.
Started by Bethany Yellowtail of the Cheyenne and Crow tribes in Montana, the B. Yellowtail Collective is an artisan guild based in
Los Angeles that promotes indigenous artists.
Touching her heart, White Bear says: “There
are 574 federally recognized tribes in the U.S.,
so we need to realize we’re not all the same. I
want my moccasins to be for people from all
walks of life. Customizing lets people put their
own flair on it, but if someone wanted Crow
beadwork that’s not really Crow, I won’t do
that; it’s not respectful.”
White Bear recalls a recent encounter: “A
pretty white girl with braids came in saying
she wanted to be grounded with the earth; she
asked what real Natives do for their soles…
excuse me, but her wording was wrong. I’m
not usually sensitive about that, but people
need to understand we’re not mascots; we’re
not costumes. Dang that John Wayne with all
his movies! People romanticize what a native
person is.”

HERITAGE LEATHER

These Gray Trade Cloth Chukka Moccasins
are available online at byellowtail.com.
Custom and pre-made moccasins are
available at Whitebearmoccasins.com
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Shauna White Bear hopes her dedication
and commitment inspire younger generations.
“Your mind and hands should be used, not
wasted,” she advises. “Life is hard, but we are
in full control of how to live it.”
White Bear intends to broaden her shoemaking ability and design new styles with the
best quality materials. “People tell me ‘I’m
spending good money so I expect them to last
forever.’ But you can’t just wear leather and
not take care of it. You have to condition your
moccasins—even the stitching. It’s just like
what happens to our skin. Take care of it: The
leather will outlive you.” E
—Cynthia Logan

WE RECOMMEND...

STATEWIDE ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS
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IN & AROUND

CATCHING UP WITH SINGER/
SONGWRITER JOHN LOWELL

O

n Thursday, November 5, John Lowell
along with special guest Joanne Lowell,
played their second installment of the
Montana Happy Hour.
John Lowell is a dynamic guitar player, a
clear-voiced singer and a respected songwriter who’s played every stage from “A
Prairie Home Companion” to the Grand Targhee Bluegrass Festival along with hundreds
of other performances in the last 30 years in
locations “from Shetland to San Bernardino.”
Lowell sat down with Montana Press (virtually) and talked about his progression in the
music industry and where he sees the paths of
musisicans going forward in a new world of
social distancing and online performances.

MONTANA PRESS:

Can you tell us a little
about how you’ve evolved to the point you are
now in your music?

JOHN LOWELL: Just like any journey, there are

THE DEAD YELLERS

ALBERTA BAIR
CURATED VIRTUAL EVENTS
National Geographic
Live presents, “Through the
Lens: Solastalgia”
Tues., Nov. 10
Warren Miller’s “Future Retro”
Sat., Nov 14 - 6 p.m.
Featuring athlete interviews
and sponsor highlights before
the show plus giveaways and
the full-length feature film.
Taj Mahal
Tues., Nov. 17 - 7 p.m.
Composer, multiinstrumentalist, vocalist, and
multi-GRAMMY winner plays
a set from the UC Theatre
stage in Berkeley, CA.

Visit AlbertaBairTheater.org
for more details.

An original “country rock
abomination” from Bozeman
fronted by local songwriter Peter
King. Links to live streams and
uploaded shows can be found at
www.thedeadyellers.com or on
Facebook at @thedeadyellers.

JONESIN’?

twists, turns, and forks in the road. I originally
picked up the guitar at 13 and taught myself
John Denver songs, and then in high school
was bitten by the Bluegrass bug. For years
that’s all I listened to or played. But around
1985, I met some musicians (who are my close
friends to this day) who played bluegrass but
had many other influences like Americana,
Folk, Celtic, and really any style of good, wellperformed music. It opened my eyes to how
much other good stuff is out there. From then
on, I’ve developed into a more well rounded
musician, songwriter, and recording engineer.
Also, traveling the world playing music with
musicians in other countries has a big impact
on a person’s development.

MP: What/who are some of the major influ-

ences, past and present, that affect your sound?

LOWELL: Once I got into Bluegrass and dis-

covered Tony Rice, he was my only influence for years. I made the mistake of trying to
sound like one person, instead of taking bits
from many master musicians and making my
own sound – which I have since done. I had to
literally stop listening to Tony Rice to shed his
influence. These days, I’ll take little tidbits of
ideas from people like Mark Knopfler, Molly
Tuttle, David Grier, and musicians who play
instruments besides the guitar, such as clarinet
great Pete Fountain.

MP: Tell us about your playing and recording

schedule right now, especially with COVID
restrictions - where have you been and where
are you headed? What are some of the challenges to performing at this time and some of
the lessons already learned from the new music landscape?

LOWELL: My performing schedule was com-

pletely wiped out from March of 2020 and
through this coming winter. There are many
gigs that were just postponed a year, so hopefully they can happen next year at the same
time.
My last true gig was in Kerrville, Texas last
March, and I got home just as the pandemic
was blowing up for the first time. I had a threeweek tour in Germany planned that I had to
pull the plug on myself, and it’s a good thing
because the pandemic is increasing there as

well as here and I’d be over there right now.
That tour has been moved to next year as well.
Fortunately, I have a recording studio here
at the house, so I’ve been writing/collaborating/recording pretty actively. I just finished
an international collaboration with some guys
I know to write an all-original recording for
use as a soundtrack in British movies, and
we’re starting on a new one now. I also have
a recording project of Western songs that I’m
working on.
The challenges of performing in these times
is finding an outlet, so the shows online are really nice to do. The lesson that I’ve learned in
all of this is that a person has to be resourceful
and has to keep busy. And, in a departure from
what I would normally do, my wife Joanne and
I went to Nashville for the last half of August/
first half of September where she produced
the International Bluegrass Music Association
2020 virtual award show.
I was the associate producer, music supervisor and stage manager. We’re very happy with
how it turned out. For anyone who is interested in seeing the show, their facebook link is
@intlbluegrass and you can find it on YouTube.
There’s a TON of good music on the show.

MP: What can listeners look forward to in your

upcoming at live/online performances in the
future?

LOWELL: With

the news that Facebook was
going to crack down on people performing
cover songs by blocking their show (I’m not
entirely sure if that’s true, and how they’d enforce it anyway), I decided the show on November 5 would be all original. Every song is
one that I wrote, except for one and that one
was written by our old and departed friend,
Ben Bullington. I have several new songs, but
unfortunately I don’t feel I can comfortably
put them out in the world over the internet until I have them recorded myself. I’ll be playing guitar and singing, and my wife Joanne
will be joining me on vocals.

MP: What are you looking forward to this winter in Montana?

LOWELL: Writing,

recording, making music
with my wife, waiting for the live music to
come back and staying warm. E
—Reilly Neill
John Lowell’s November 5, 2020 Happy
Hour performance is available to view at
@MontanaPress on Facebook.
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PAM HUSTON
AMY IRVINE

Music, Performances and Events Outside and Online

BOOKS IN COMMON

Wed., Nov. 18 - 6:30 p.m.
Part tribute to wilderness, part
indictment against tyranny and
greed, the two writers discuss
“Air Mail: Letters of Politics,
Pandemics, and Place” and reveal
a friendship that galvanizes as it
chronicles a strange new world.

From literary fiction to mystery and
science fiction, enjoy world-class
authors brought to Montana
living rooms. For information, visit
CountryBookshelf.com
or the Facebook handle
@CountryBookshelf.

HELENA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA VIRTUAL EVENTS
Symphony Kids: Sat., Nov. 7 - 10 a.m. Imaginative 30-minute
performances created to introduce children to the world of music and
instruments and impart life lessons through interactive stories.
Mozart By Candlelight: Nov. 14 - 7:30 p.m. Mozart’s Overture to The
Marriage of Figaro, Linz Symphony and more, all by candlelight.
Christmas in the Cathedral: Mon., Dec. 7 - 7:30 p.m. Usher in the
season with one of Helena’s longest holiday traditions:
Christmas music in the Cathedral of St. Helena.
Visit HelenaSymphony.org for more info.

JESS WALTER
WITH SARAH VOWELL

Thurs., Nov 12 - 6:30 p.m.
Author Jess Walter and writer
Sarah Vowell discuss Walter’s
book, “The Cold Millions,” an
intimate story of brotherhood,
love, sacrifice, and betrayal
set against the panoramic
backdrop of an early twentiethcentury America.

FILM SCREENING

“A LIFE IN THE WILD” EXHIBIT
PHOTOS BY THOMAS D. MANGELSEN
AT THE MUSEUM OF THE ROCKIES - BZN
MUSEUMOFTHEROCKIES.ORG.

Join Western Organization
of Resource Councils for a
panel discussion about the
movement to build healthy soil
and regenerative agriculture.
Screening “Kiss the Ground”
any time, discussion on
Nov. 30 at 7 p.m.
Visit WORC.org for details.

STEVEN RINELLA

Jess Walter

CASSANDRA TATE
WITH JANE KIRKPATRICK

Tues., Nov. 17 - 7:30 p.m.
Cassandra Tate in conversation
about her book, “Unsettled
Ground,” with writer Jane
Kirkpatrick. The book chronicles
a nineteenth-century attack
by Native Americans on a
Presbyterian mission, the Whitman
Massacre, that proved to be a
turning point in the history of the
American West. Tate takes a fresh
look at the personalities, dynamics,
disputes, and shifting legacy of the
pivotal event in the history of
the American West.
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DAVID JOY

Tues., Nov. 24 - 7:30 p.m.
Author David Joy shares his
fierce and tender tale of a father,
an addict, a lawman, and the
explosive events that come to
unite them in “When These
Mountains Burn.” Joy is the winner
of the 2018 SIBA Book Prize and
an Edgar finalist for Best First
Novel. His stories and creative
nonfiction have appeared in a
number of publications and he is
the author of the memoir “Growing
Gills: A Fly
Fisherman’s Journey.”
Wed., Dec. 2 - 6:30 p.m.
Podcaster, television host, and
author Steven Rinella shares
his hard-earned experience and
wilderness wisdom conveniently
bound in his newest book,
“The Meateater Guide to
Wilderness Skills and Survival.”

M. MARK MILLER

BOOK & AUTHOR EVENTS
FROM FOUND POETRY
TO CLASSIC VILLANELLE

Online Poetry Class
Nov. 14 through Dec. 5
A 6-week survey course of
fundamental, generative pathways
into the world of poetry.
Visit ZootownArts.org for details.

Thurs., Nov. 12 - 6 p.m.
The Gallatin History Museum
celebrates the release
“Sidesaddles and Geysers:
Women’s Adventures in Old
Yellowstone, 1874-1903.”
The virtual event will include
a presentation by the author.
“Sidesaddles and Geysers” is a
new anthology of first personaccounts by women who toured
Yellowstone Park more than
a century ago including tales
of adventure, raucous humor,
and glorious sights of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Including a wide range
of stories by women who visited
from all over the world and at
all ages, these accounts reveal
their wonder at the interior of the
park, the weeks they traveled on
horseback through the roadless
wilderness, and the later luxuries of
well-maintained roads, comfortable
carriages, and fancy hotels.
Online on Facebook at
@GallatinHistoryMuseum.

JONESIN’ CROSSWORDS

BRYCE ANDREWS

Tues. Nov. 10 - 6:30 p.m.
Local rancher and conservationist
Andrews shares a short reading
from his award-winning book
“Down from the Mountain,” the
story of a grizzly bear named Millie:
her life, death, and cubs, and what
they reveal about the changing
character of the American
West.” Register on the website
WildMontana.org.

LESLIE BUDEWITZ

Mon., Nov. 16 - 6 p.m.
A“Spice Up Your Fall” event and
author talk with Montana cozy
mystery writer Budewitz at the
Bozeman Library. Budewitz creates
novels and stories “designed to
take readers on mysterious trips,
make them hungry and keep them
up too late.” For details,
visit BozemanLibrary.org.

JOHN FRALEY

MICHELLE CAFFREY

Thurs., Nov. 12 - 5 p.m.
Based on a true story, “Jade:
Lost in Yellowstone” follows a
lost Australian shepherd as she
encounters grizzlies, wolves, bison,
and other hazards in the wilds
of Yellowstone National Park.
Farcountry Press presents
a reading and author visit.
For information, visit
@FarcountryPress on Facebook.

MO REYNOLDS

Thurs., Nov. 12 - 7 p.m.
Storyteller Reynolds presents
a virtual story performance,
“Connecting with your
Spooky Side” at the Bozeman
Public Library. After the story
performance, Reynolds will lead
a conversation/workshop about
how to connect personal stories to
well-known folk and fairy tales. For
details, visit BozemanLibrary.org.

Mon., Nov. 30 - 6:30 p.m.
“Heroes of the Bob Marshall
Wilderness” follows the journeys of
past and present heroes, from oldtimers like Joe Murphy, to Smoke
Elser, and on to the present.
Over the past century these
heroes have ridden, packed, and
hiked from one end of the Bob to
the other, and helped make the
wilderness what it is today.
For information, visit
@FarcountryPress on Facebook.

“Cool, Cool”
Another door opens....

ACROSS

56 Android program

26 Jonas who developed a polio vaccine

1 Completely chill

58 Carp in some ponds

28 Actress ___ Ling of “The Crow”

5 Cat’s resting spot

60 ITEMS IN THE VEGETABLE CRISPER

30 “Despicable Me” supervillain

8 “Sweat smile” or
“money-mouth face,” e.g.

67 ITEMS IN THE VEGETABLE CRISPER

31 “Late Night” host Meyers

68 Words before ante

33 Omit

69 It ended on April 9 this year

35 Initialism for the series of “Avengers” movies

13 Et ___ (Latin for “and others”)
14 Golden ___ O’s (cereal variety that
somehow exists)

70 Musk of Tesla Motors

37 “Keep ___!” (“Don’t give up!”)

16 Fix with a needle

71 Bedding item

17 ITEMS IN THE FREEZER

72 Get the idea

38 “Scott Pilgrim vs. the World” star
Michael

20 ITEMS IN THE FREEZER

73 Some TV rooms

39 “Jurassic Park” beast

21 Affectionate greeting (that
I’m guessing there will be a lot
of when this is done)

DOWN

22 Raphael’s weapon, in “Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles”

2 “30 Rock” star Baldwin

41 God, to a Rastafarian
42 Preternatural power

1 Golden State, informally

43 Make retroactive, like a payment

3 Longest possible sentence

48 “Hawaii Five-O” detective,
to McGarrett

4 Go together perfectly

49 Go letter by letter

5 With “The,” 2008 Mike Myers flop

51 “Bon ___” (good evening, in France)

6 Carpet calculation

53 Photographer Diane

7 Stereotypical ‘80s hairdos

54 Transform bit by bit

8 Words in the middle of everyone’s
favorite Napoleon-based palindrome

55 Dealt a sharp blow, in the Bible

36 Answer a stimulus

9 Alternate nickname for Sporty Spice
(as opposed to Scary)

59 “The Sky ___” (1950 Italian drama)

40 ITEMS IN THE REFRIGERATOR

10 Home of Suntory’s headquarters

61 Hurt all over

44 Phone maker from Finland

11 2000 World Series MVP Derek

62 Rapper in “Law & Order: SVU”

45 “Born in the ___”

12 “___ let you down!”

63 Dermatologist’s case

46 New employee

15 Green “Sesame Street” character

64 Miniature golf goal

47 Degs. for many professors

18 “It’s either them ___”

65 English school founded by Henry VI

50 Alternatives to Macs

19 Karmann ___ (classic VW model)

66 1040 IDs

52 It’s usually due April 15

24 Rhett Butler’s last word

53 Breakfast hrs.

25 The ___ State University

23 Gallery offering
24 RaÌz c˙bica de ocho
27 Long sandwich
29 Makeshift car cleaners
32 Exclamations that have
their moments?
34 Ewe’s mate

N E E D

A

H I N T ?

S E E

57 Asks intrusive questions

Copyright Matt Jones, 2020
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END NOTES

FAMOUS AND NOT FORGOTTEN: AVIATOR MERRILL K. RIDDICK

C

ertainly, Merrill K. Riddick was a print
from which there was no other negative.
He theorized and proposed a new science as a solution to problems of pollutioncontrol and water reuse. Thrilled by aviation as
a young boy, he performed aeronautical stunts
at circuses with Charles A. Lindbergh. And despite the certainty of losing, he ran three utterly
out-of-the-ordinary Presidential campaigns,
traveling on the seats of a string of Greyhound
buses.
Born in Wisconsin on March 7, 1895, Merrill moved to Fergus County, Montana with his
family at about the age 15. His father, Carl W.
Riddick, a newspaperman and wheat and cattle
rancher, represented eastern Montana in Congress twice, in 1919 and 1921. Carl left office
after being defeated by Burton K. Wheeler in
the 1922 U.S. Senate race.
As a teenager and young adult, Merrill vagabonded across the Pacific Northwest and the
West, mesmerized by the skill of pilots and the
vigor of planes. He graduated from the Army
Air Force Aeronautics School in San Diego in
1917, flew reconnaissance planes over Europe
in the First World War, and was one of the Post
Office’s first airmail pilots, operating the airmail route between New York and Washington.
Eventually, Riddick tendered his resignation
as an air-mail pilot. Throughout the 1920s, he
earned his paycheck offering plane rides to the
public at county fairs, or barnstorming rural
lands, providing aerial performances, shows often originating or concluding in barns. In 1924,
he gave a ride to a young woman in Kentucky;
they were engaged the next day.
In 1928, he worked at the nation’s first private aviation school, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, and around that time he formed
a friendship with the famous World War I fighter pilot Eddie Rickenbacker. Riddick graduated
as an airplane pilot from the Austin School of
Military Aeronautics and became an aviation
instructor and technical inspector of planes during World War II.
Somehow he ended up in Philipsburg, Montana perhaps because of his interest in gold
prospecting. It was in these years that Riddick
became a scientist of sorts, a philosopher and
perennial candidate for public office.

Birth of a Theory
Merrill Riddick proposed a new science that
he called “Applied Human Ecology.” He pamphleteered with typed and photocopied pages of
discursive, though salient, theories, and printed
hundreds of copies of journal editions discussing them. Riddick’s theory of environmental
control required striking a balance between pollution (a word he frequently spelled with only
one letter l) and the development of our natural
resources.
Riddick was verbose, and his manifestos
were as dense as marsh thickets in the Pintlers.
But that’s not to say that he was out of step with
reality. Indeed, his papers confirm that he was
an early seeker after ecological truth, a purveyor of “the need of human adjustment to new
modes of dealing with the complicated factors
and variables” of environmental control.
He was determined to promote his progressive ideas in earnest. For Riddick, Montana was
a live test, a laboratory experiment in the making. Trudging off into the political wilderness,
Riddick launched his aspirations with a quest
for the Montana Democratic gubernatorial
nomination in 1960.

By and large, Riddick believed that the solution to the crisis he sensed in the state required
pragmatic solutions. According to material
written, circulated and paid for by Riddick to
promote his candidacy for governor, he would
use these positions as a platform of natural resource potential development. The candidate’s
key tenets are as follows:
1) A barge canal up the Missouri River INTO
Montana as far as Fort Benton.
2) A barge canal up the Milk River into Canada.
3) Water to put into the Snake River for the
proposed 515-mile aqueduct from the Snake
River to Lake Mead (just above Hoover Dam)
on the Colorado River.
4) Compensation for Canada for additional
water that will drown out the Pick-Sloan controversy (conflict between the Buerau (sic) of
Reclamation and U.S. Army Engineers, that has
resulted in committing water in the Missouri 4
½ times its content) and stopping the Dakotas
from getting Montana to sell her birthright for
lower Missouri river basin development.
5) The down-river demands are the biggest
piracy of Montana rights in history.
Riddick finished last in a field of six, receiving about 1,000 votes. He decided to launch a
second bid for the same office in 1968 with the
same result: few votes and last place among six
Democrats.
His candidacies for political office now little
more than a formality, he decided to switch parties. His career as a Republican was similarly
ill-fated. In a field of four Republicans vying
for the U.S. Senate in 1972, he came in fourth,
garnering around 1,500 votes.

Flights of Fancy
Undeterred by the Senate loss, or perhaps
perversely motivated by it, Riddick then “raised
the ante” and started his own tongue-knotting
presidential party, the Magnetohydrodynamics
party. Magnetohydrodynamics, according to
Britannica, is the description of the behavior
of a plasma,” or, in more general terms, “any
electrically conducting fluid in the presence of
electric and magnetic fields.”
The prohibition component of the title was
a double entendre: Riddick saw political fundraising as congenitally dishonest and unfair,
and he campaigned on the pledge to eliminate
not just alcohol, which, in his estimate, was an
incorrigibly sordid problem, but also illegal
campaign contributions. He would, however,
innocuously accept donations of a single dollar
or less.
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Riddick first ran for the White House in
1976, paying for mailers with his military pension checks. Using his post office box in Philipsburg as his correspondence address, Riddick
described himself in one handbill as “a widower-pensioner, 3 children, 10 grand children,
veteran of WW1 and WW2 and half a century
of reserve service – not addicted to dope or alcohol.”
Here’s one advertisement that Riddick ran in
Montana newspaper:
“Merrill Riddick for President (no political
contributions accepted). There are many ways
to solve the energy crisis, besides giving a monopoly to the folks who bribe enough politicians. These would include: (1) Solar Energy,
(2) Thermal Energy, (3) Ocean Energy, (4) Hydrocarbon use.”
Days after Jimmie Carter was elected President of the United States in 1976, Riddick affirmed his intention to run once again in 1980.
He also ran for president in 1984. All three
times, Riddick nominally campaigned across
the country on the Greyhound buses where he
also lived and slept. Two-month unrestricted
bus passes, he said, were economically expedient. Instead of posting up in a hotel, “for less
than $12 a day,” the Social Security recipient
told the media, he could live on the bus.
Largely symbolic, these candidacies were
virtually ignored by the mainstream press outside of Montana; reporters and photographers
almost always outnumbered supporters at his
events in the state, however, once, after the car
caravan that Riddick had counted on to promote
his candidacy in Missoula failed to materialize,
he simply hopped back onto the bus and returned home to Philipsburg.
During his first presidential candidacy, Riddick announced that an artist from Coos Bay,
Oregon, “Lim Bow” would be his vice president (this name was a lark, perhaps a silly variant of the word limbo). Within weeks, Riddick
said that he rescinded the offer to Lim Bow,
something that he drolly attributed to “a philosophical disagreement on the nature of campaign conduct.”

Mindful of the attention garnered through
odd self-promotion, Riddick then proffered
the name of superstar daredevil Robert Craig
“Evel” Knievel as a possibility to fill the vacancy. Riddick ostensibly hoped to exploit the
Butte native’s gargantuan celebrity – and his
presumably indignant rebuff – as a springboard
to boost his own campaign. Knievel never accepted the bestowal, and Riddick later admitted
that he was unable to even make contact with
the daredevil.
This quick-witted octogenarian, however,
always could be counted on to spin a good
yarn. Riddick occasionally entertained amused
reporters in his small home office, located between a funeral home and the Antler’s Bar and
Café in downtown Philipsburg.
Crouched at a table cluttered with notebooks,
books, boxes, and scraps of political ephemera,
Riddick liked to tell stories like the following
to captive reporters: according to Riddick, the
U.S. government once needed 50,000 airplanes
for World War II, so it commenced “a worldwide search for sapphires.” The government
then dug 20 tons of sapphires in Philipsburg
and shipped six tons to Switzerland to support
the war effort. In Riddick’s framing of events,
Hitler intercepted the sapphire shipment and the
bulk of the sapphires were returned to Philipsburg.
Riddick was 89 years of age during his final
run for the presidency in 1984, a token so tenuously pursued that Riddick didn’t even bother
to name a running mate. Tossing his hat in the
ring by that time was more sideshow ceremony
than serious decorum, yet, in keeping with Riddick’s confident public manner for the past 25
years, Riddick was never less than certain of his
own integrity and good intentions.
In February 1987, Riddick moved to Annapolis, Maryland, to live with his sister, Ruth
McLain, but soon needed to be placed at a
convalescent center. When he died of cancer
on Wednesday, March 9, 1988, the Associated
Press noted the unique affection that many in
Montana held for the quirky eccentric: “Perennial losing candidates are not unusual in American politics. But Riddick’s quests earned him a
place in the hearts of many in Montana, a state
proud of its individualists.”
The Riddick Field Airport in Philipsburg
was named in 1976, perhaps for both his distinguished aviation career and for his flights of
fancy. E
—Brian D’Ambrosio

WE RECOMMEND...

too successful! I suspect that in the coming months,
you, too, will have an experience akin to his. You’ll find
interesting success in an area of your life where you
have previously been just average.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “At every crossroad,

STATEWIDE ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS

Music, Performances and Events Outside and Online

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries poet Charles

Baudelaire championed the privilege and luxury of
changing one’s mind. He thought it was natural and
healthy to always keep evolving beyond one’s previous
beliefs and attitudes, even if that meant one might
seem inconsistent or irrational. “It is lamentable,” he
once proclaimed, “that, among the Rights of Human
Beings, the right to contradict oneself has been
disregarded.” I bring these thoughts to your attention,
my dear Aries, so that you will feel at peace with the
prospect of outgrowing any rules, strategies, and
approaches that have worked pretty well for you up
until now—but that have outlived their usefulness.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “The horoscopes I
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write for you are my love letters to you. As I compose
them, my goal is to celebrate your beauty and strength
even as I discern what’s lacking in your life and
what confusions might be undermining you. In my
philosophy of life, that’s how love works at its best:
remaining keenly aware of the good qualities in the
beloved while helping them deal with their problems
and heal their wounds. I suggest that in the coming
weeks you adopt my approach for your own close
relationships. Your allies are in special need of both
your praise and your rectifications.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): When Charles de

Gaulle was 15, he wrote “General de Gaulle,” a short
story in which he envisioned himself, many years in
the future, as a general in the French army. Thirtyfive years later, his imaginary tale came true, as he
became a general of the free French army fighting
against Germany in World War II. In the spirit of de
Gaulle’s prophecy, and in accordance with current
astrological omens, I encourage you to compose a
comparable tale about your own destiny. Have fun as
you visualize in great detail a successful role you will
play years from now.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): In 1903, archaeologists
digging in a cave in Cheddar Gorge, England found
the fossilized remains of “Cheddar Man,” a person
who had lived there 9,000 years earlier. In 1997,
DNA tests revealed that a teacher named Adrian
Targett, who was currently living a half-mile from the
cave, was a direct descendant of Cheddar Man. I
propose that we invoke this scenario to serve as a
metaphor for you in the coming months. According to
my analysis of the astrological omens, your ancestors
are likely to play a bigger role in your life than usual.
Connections between you and them will be more vivid
and influential.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): According to the film

*Amadeus*, composers Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
(1756–1791) and Antonio Salieri (1750–1825) were
adversaries who disliked and undermined each other.
But there’s evidence that this was not true. In fact, they
collaborated on creating a cantata that was performed
by Nancy Storace, a famous singer they both admired.
It’s unlikely they would have cooperated in such a way
unless they had a working relationship. I suspect that
a comparable correction is due in your world, Leo.
It’s time to dissolve a misunderstanding or restore a
lost truth or fix an old story that got some of the facts
wrong.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The coming weeks

will be a favorable time for you to ask for help and
seek support. I urge you to be forthright in doing so!
Resources that have been inaccessible before may be
more available. You may be able to capitalize on the
luck and skill of allies who have benefited from your
favors in the past. Their successes could bring you
blessings and their breakthroughs should inspire you
to instigate breakthroughs in your own life. Ask them to
lend their influence in your behalf.

be prepared to bump into wonder,” wrote Scorpio
poet James Broughton. I believe that’s perfect
advice for you to keep in mind during the coming
weeks. Broughton’s words inspired me to come up
with a corollary for you to heed, as well: “At every
turning point, be ready to stumble into an opportunity
disguised as a problem.” I’ve got one more clue
for you. Last night in my dream, my Scorpio poetry
teacher offered an additional thought that’s well-suited
for you right now: “Every time you’re ready to take a
magic twisty leap into the big fresh future, you’ve got
to have one last wrestling match with the past.”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Actor Gary

Busey is quirky and kooky, but his peculiar rants
sometimes make good sense. Here’s one that I
suspect might be useful for you to consider during the
next two weeks: “It’s good for everyone to understand
that they are to love their enemies, simply because
your enemies show you things about yourself you
need to change. So in actuality enemies are friends in
reverse.” I don’t mean to imply that your adversaries
and nemeses are totally accurate in their critiques of
you. But there may be a thing or two you can learn
from them that would truly improve your life.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Musician John

Coltrane described one of his life goals as follows:
“There are forces out here that bring suffering to others
and misery to the world,” he said. “But I want to be the
opposite force. I want to be the force which is truly for
good.” Even if that’s not an intention at the core of your
long-term plans, Capricorn, I recommend you consider
adopting it during the next few weeks. Being a
vigorous and rigorous force for good will be especially
needed in the worlds you inhabit—and will also result
in you attracting interesting benefits.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Known as “the

bad boy of bridge,” Aquarian-born Geir Helgemo is a
champion in the card game of bridge. At times he has
been the top-rated player among Open World Grand
Masters. But in 2019, he was suspended from the
World Bridge Federation for a year because he tested
positive for taking testosterone supplements that are
banned. Why did he do it? He hasn’t said. There is
some scientific research suggesting that testosterone
may boost cognitive function, but other evidence says
it doesn’t. I’d like to use Helgemo’s foolishness as a
teaching story for your use, Aquarius. According to my
astrological analysis, you’re approaching the peak of
your competence and confidence. There’s no need for
you to cheat or sneak or misbehave in a misplaced
effort to seek an even greater advantage.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “I might really have

gone round the bend,” confessed Botswana author
Bessie Head. “I mean people who get visions and see
a gigantic light descend on them from the sky can’t be
all there, but if so I feel mighty happy. If one is happy
and cracked it’s much better than being unhappy and
sane.” Although I don’t expect your state of mind in the
coming weeks will be as extreme as Bessie Head’s,
Pisces, I do suspect it will have resemblances to her
dreamy cheerfulness. If I had to give a title to this
upcoming phase, it might be “Wise Folly.” And yes, I do
think your “craziness” will generate useful insights and
fertile revelations.

THIS WEEK’S HOMEWORK:
At what moment in your past were you
happiest about the person you were?
Can you recreate that experience?
TESTIFY AT FREEWILLASTROLOGY.COM
© Copyright 2020 Rob Brezsny

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In the 1970s, an

Englishman named Stephen Pile founded the Not
Terribly Good Club. It was designed to be a gathering
place for mediocre people whose lives were marked
by inadequacy and incompetence. To organize his
thoughts about the club’s themes, Pile eventually
published a book entitled *The Book of Heroic
Fallures*. Unfortunately, it sold so many copies that
he got expelled from his own club. He had become
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