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Precipitation Across the State
On Sept. 6, Livingston picked up 0.68” of rain, breaking the daily record of 0.61” which 
was set in 1976. A daily record rainfall of 1.11 inches was set at Helena Airport Sept 8, 
breaking the old record of 0.66 inches set in 1896. On Sept. 9, Bigfork reported 2.38” of 
rain in less than 24 hours and Seeley Lake reported 1.74”, causing water on roadways and 

some flash flooding. Daily precipitation records were broken on Sept. 21 in Livingston at 1.08” (top-
ping 0.59” in 1970), and in Billings at 0.68” (topping 0.50” in 1970). Reed Point also saw 2.56” with 
the Sept. 21 storm.

Highs and Lows Across Montana
Cities from Cut Bank to Havre, Great Falls, Helena, Bozeman, Dillon, and more all expe-
rienced above average temperatures in the first week of September, triggering official 
warnings to be mindful of leaving pets or children in vehicles and prompting a red flag 

fire warning for most of central Montana. The first five days of September had a high temperature of 
90 degrees or warmer for Helena, making it the second longest consecutive streak of temperatures 90 
degrees or warmer in the month. The longest was seven days in a row, set 21 years ago, from Sept. 1 
through 7 in 1998. Billings airport officially reached 100 degrees on Sept. 4, tying a record for the date 
with 1950 and marking only the third time Billings has reached 100 degrees in September. On Sept. 
15, the official high in Billings was 95 degrees, tying the record high for the date first set in 2000. The 
highest temperature recorded in the period was 101 degrees in Billings on Sept. 4 and the lowest was 
25 degrees at Gates Park on Aug. 26.

Late Season Fires
On Aug. 28, the 200-acre Mountain View fire was reported burning between Laurel and 
Molt. On Sept. 2, a large grass fire was reported burning on the north side of Great Falls 
but was contained by day’s end. Whipped by strong winds and spreading over dry timber, 
the McClusky Fire 10 miles east of Butte mushroomed in size, growing from about 100 

acres in a week to 974 acres by Sept. 4. The fire had grown to nearly 3,000 acres by Sept. 7 when 
excessive rainfall hit the area. On Sept. 5, a new fire started near Ovando and was spreading rapidly 
to the west until being contained by the storms that passed through the area Sept. 8, bringing significant 
rainfall of up to 4” in many places.

First Snowfall of the Season
The first significant snowfall in the mountains dusted Montana’s high altitudes on Sept. 9. 
On Sept. 10, it was 32 degrees on Porphyry Peak in the Little Belts with snowflakes pierc-
ing the darkness on the Showdown webcam near Kings Hill Pass. On Sept. 20, a winter 
storm warning was issued for the Beartooth/Absaroka Mountains. On Sept. 24, the National 

Weather Service issued warnings for near-blizzard conditions with total accumulations up to 36”, a high 
wind watch and near-record cold forecasted for locations across Montana. 

High Winds
Wind gusts of up to 50 mph were reported in Choteau County on Sept. 13. A 62 mph gust 
from a thunderstorm at Lewistown on Sept. 13 set a record max for the month of Septem-
ber. The previous record was 60 mph on Sept. 29, 2013. Logan Field Airport recorded 
two wind gusts greater than 65 mph in the same month for the first time ever in August 

(71 mph on Aug. 11 & 67 mph on Aug. 22) Wind records for peak wind go back to 1970. reported on 
the peaks at Glacier National Park in East Glacier and at Logan Pass.

Aurora Borealis on Display
In the evenings of the week of August 25, many in North and Northwest Montana witnessed 
geomagnetic storms or solar winds in the Earth’s atmosphere as the Aurora Borealis. The 
effects were still visible on August 31 from many areas across Montana including Great Falls, 
Wibaux, West Glacier, St. Marie, and Glasgow. 

MONTANA ALMANAC

From August 25 to September 25
Sources: National Weather Service and U.S. Geological Survey 
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BYGONE DAYS
Bygone Days are compiled from ar-

chives of Montana newspapers. Current 
years featured are 1895, 1934 and 1960. 
For daily Bygone Days, follow online at:
@MontanaPress on Facebook.

Anaconda Standard
October 1, 1895

“Livingston Wins It - The Yellowstone 
Boys Take the Second of the Series - It Was 
a Splendid Game Between Two of Mon-
tana’s Best Teams - The Missoulas a Fine 
Lot of Gentlemen. - Livingston, Mont., 
Sept. 30—The mighty giants of the willow 
from the Garden City of Montana can no 
longer lay flattering unction to their could 
that they are the champions of this state 
and the Northwest. They strove heroically 
in Livingston to-day to retrieve their lost 
fortunes of yesterday, but with Nashold 
in the box for Livingston, it became evi-
dent after the first inning that they were 
outclassed, and as the games progressed, 
the visitors grew nervous, then alarmed. 
Before the contest was half over, swift and 
certain defeat stared the visitors in the face, 
yet they weakened not, neither did their 
splendid nerve fail them. They cheered up 
one another and made a furious, but futile 
attempt to stem the tide that finally swept 
away the last vestige of hope and left them 
wrecked upon the sands of Livingston’s 
diamond, while their adversaries, with 
victory perched open their streaming ban-
ner, marched exultant from the field. …
Livingston turned out en masse to witness 
the tumble that the visitors took from their 
pedestal of fame, the game being lost… by 
a score of 15 to 7. It was the neatest, clean-
est and best game of ball ever witnessed in 
this city.”

“Butte, Sept. 30.—The city was cov-
ered to-day with programmes of the events 
to be given at the Cascade county agri-
cultural fair this week, but the part of the 
programme that seemed to attract the most 
attention was ‘Ladies Day’ on Tuesday, in 
which, among others… interesting events 
are announced: ‘Prize for the best arrange-
ment for carrying children on bicycles…’”

Fergus County Argus
Lewiston, October 3, 1895

“Never mail a letter written at night until 
it has been reread in the morning. You may 
materially reduce the number of your cor-
respondents by persisting in this course, but 
you will gain in reputation for prudence and 
common sense. What seems philosophy by 
candlelight is but folly by day and the bril-
liancy of night lacks sparkle in the morn-
ing.”

The Philipsburg Mail
October 10, 1895

“The judges of a baby show at the west-
ern Montana fair are two unmarried ladies 
and a confirmed bachelor. The married 
ladies were objecting because the judges 
were incompetent from lack of experience.”

“The town of Elliston, west of the city of 
Helena, narrowly escaped being wiped out 
by fire last week. As it was six buildings 
were destroyed including the leading hotel 
in the town. There was no fire protection ex-
cept the proverbial bucket brigade.”

“Mrs. Nat Collins the Cattle Queen, 
came in on Wednesday’s coach and went to 
her ranch at Deep creek the same day. She 
speaks in glowing terms of the gold pros-
pects in the McDonald lake country.”

“It would be well for the sheriffs of more 
than one county in the state of Montana to 
read the following letter from the governor 
to Sheriff Fitzpatrick of Deer Lodge county. 
Dear Sir,—Information reaches me through 
the press to the edict that prize fights are 
of frequent occurrence in your county that 
such exhibitions are of recent occurrence 
and that further exhibitions are being ar-
ranged for. You are undoubtedly aware that 
prize fighting is a felony under our statues 
and that those in attendance are guilty of a 
misdemeanor….”

Havre Daily News
October 17, 1934

“Helena, Oct. 16 (UP) — Montana has 
119 persons listed in the newest edition of 
Who’s Who. There are 31,081 listed in the 
nation at large. Only two women “made the 
grade” in this state: Mary M. Atwater, Ba-
sin, hand-weaving expert, and Miss Eliza-
beth Ireland, state school superintendent…”

Butte Montana Standard 
October 18, 1934

“Butte Boys Grab Off Best 
Grades in Hitherto Purely 
Feminine School Assign-
ment — Boys, take a bow. 
One more you have proved, 
to the satisfaction of the men 
in the crowd, at any rate, that 
the best cooks wear pants. 
Twelve boys from Washing-
ton junior high school are 
among the 38 members of 
a school cooking class be-

ing taught at the Administration building 
kitchen by Miss Geraldine Harrington. It’s 
the first time since the course has been of-
fered that the enrollment has been in any 
part masculine. What’s more, the boys are 
more than keeping up with their sisters. 
In the first tests of the year, three of the 
boys grabbed off the highest grades, Miss 
Harrington blushingly admitted… ‘Maybe 
they use a little more elbow grease than the 
girls do…’”

“Helena, Oct. 17.—(AP)—The female 
of the species is more deadly than the 
male. So reads an old adage. In a catch-
as-catch-can match conducted very briefly 
in a glass jar within a display window here 
between a tarantula and a black widow spi-
der, the veracity of the above was attested. 
Handicapped in weight and bulk, the black 
widow went methodically about her busi-
ness of destruction. The behemoth of the 
spider family lunged heavily in their initial 
encounter and the tiny ‘hour-glass’ marked 
widow retreated to a neutral corner—but 
recuperating, made one slash at her bulky 
opponent. Within a minute the tarantula 
had keeled over dead; the widow’s venom 
had exacted its toll.”

The River Press
Fort Benton, October 24, 1934

“Fort Benton has once more become the 
head of navigation; or rather, navigation is 
being resumed at Fort Benton, and almost 
every week persons from points further 
west in this state come to this town to em-
bark, by river, for all points between Bis-
marck and the Gulf of Mexico. Flat boats, 
row, sail, shanty boats and stern wheelers, 
or every size and description, are used by 
these transitory persons for making their 
trips…”

“Mr. and Mrs. Fred Todd, of the Upper 
Shonkin district, were visitors in Fort Ben-
ton Saturday and he was a caller at the Riv-
er Press office. Mr. Todd brought with him 
a rutabaga raised on his Shonkin ranch that 
has about anything of this kind beat that 
we have ever seen. The rutabaga weighed 
13 1/2 pounds when dug and still tipped 
the scales at 13 1/4 pounds Saturday.”

Billings Gazette
October 29, 1934

“The recently famous black widow spi-
der of Butte that won a battle from a taran-
tula has a new challenger at Cody, Wyo., 
according to word received here Sunday 
from C.L. Corkin, Wyoming state ento-
mologist. Corkin, at Cody, had this to say: 
‘During the last few months I have received 
many live specimens of the widow spider 
sent in from different parts of the state and 
had two in a bottle on my desk several days 
ago when I received a northern scorpion 
from Lusk, sent in for identification. These 
native scorpions will weigh about the same 
as a widow spider… Mr. Corkin contin-
ued that the scorpion and the widow were 
placed together in a large container and 
that after 10 minutes the scorpion started 
after the quicker but more cowardly spi-
der… and killed it instantly. ‘A second spi-
der,’ Corkins adds, ‘was introduced to the 
scene… and after a few minutes the same 
thing took place… At least half a dozen 
people witnessed the fight and are now put-
ting their money on ‘Lusk,’ as the scorpion 
has been named…” 

Helena Independent Record
October 25, 1960 

“A house under construction on Le 
Grand Cannon Boulevard collapsed during 
a heavy wind storm Monday and a number 
of Helena residents reported broken win-
dows, shingles, display signs, billboards, 
and even doors blown away by the gusts…”

“Montana cannot lay claim to a single 
100 per cent partisan county. But there 
are two you can almost bank on every 
four years. One is Deer Lodge County. In 
17 presidential year elections dating back 
to 1892 this western congressional dis-
trict county went Democrat for president 
14 times and Democratic for governor 16 
times. The other is Sweet Grass County. In 
16 elections beginning in 1896 this eastern 
district county went Republican for both 
president and governor 14 times…”

Montana Standard, Butte
October 31, 1960

“Halloween was originally a day set 
apart by the church for the Vigil of the Feast 
of All Saints, and the original meaning was 
‘Hallowed Evening.’ Gradually, various 
superstitions were added and the evening 
came to be celebrated with tales of mysteri-
ous ghosts and witches, possibly a survival 
of the ancient Druidic rites when fires were 
lit to keep away the ghosts called forth to 
haunt the earth on that night by Shamen. 
The custom of using lighted laters on Hal-
loweens said to have originated from a tale 
started in Ireland which relates that a mi-
ser named Jack was refused entry to either 
heaven or hades and condemned to wander, 
looking for a last resting place with a light-
ed later. To imitate him, the children first 
scooped out turnips, and set lighted candles 
within the, calling them ‘Jack-o’Laterns.’ 
Later, pumpkins were used. The demand for 
pumpkins around Halloween and Thanks-
giving has so increased the price that they 
are now a widely grown crop. The pumpkin 
is one of the many foods first discovered in 
America and taken to Europe when the ear-
ly adventurers returned with samples of the 
unusual foods grown by the Indians…” E

Follow @MontanaPress on Facebook 
for daily Montana Bygone Days. 
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he first significant snowfall is blanket-
ing the tops of Montana’s incredible 
mountains, bull elk are bugling their 

love songs and challenges, and the harvest 
season is fully upon us.  But there is more 
than one meaning to the word “fall” and as 
we go to press Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi has announced that a formal impeach-
ment inquiry is underway.  Given the seem-
ingly endless string of lawlessness, defiance 
of Congress, corruption and planet-threaten-
ing environmental deregulation, impeach-
ment is long overdue.  In the meantime, seri-
ous issues in Montana are going unaddressed 
thanks to Governor Bullock’s extended ab-
sence on the campaign trail.

The “straw that broke the camel’s back” 
on impeachment was Trump’s interference 
in releasing an inspector general’s whistle-
blower report that he had pressured the new-
ly-elected president of the Ukraine to inves-
tigate Joe Biden’s son’s activities there.  

Trump evidently withheld hundreds of 
millions in already appropriated military as-
sistance funds to Ukraine in hopes of coerc-
ing cooperation in manufacturing a scandal 
to cripple Joe Biden, his potential election 
adversary.  But seeking the assistance of a 
foreign nation to interfere in U.S. elections 
is against the law and worthy of impeach-
ment as a “high crime and misdemeanor” as 
provided under the Constitution.

For those who have been following the ac-
tions of the president and his administration 
this comes as no surprise.  Unlike any presi-
dent in history, Trump has zero respect for 
the separation of powers and the vital checks 
and balances built into our governmental 
system and enshrined in the Constitution.   

The president and his administration regu-
larly refuse Congressional requests for infor-
mation on a whole host of vital issues.  Toss 
in the unprecedented re-allocation of bil-
lions of dollars from their Congressionally-
approved use to build Trump’s border wall 
and it’s not hard to understand why so many 
think this president has corroded the nation’s 
governmental functions in favor of an au-
thoritarian presidency.

But we are not a dictatorship.  As Speaker 
Pelosi said when announcing the impeach-
ment inquiry: “The actions of the Trump 
presidency have revealed the dishonorable 
fact of the president’s betrayal of his oath of 
office, betrayal of our national security and 
betrayal of the integrity of our elections.”  
While it’s risky to project the political future 
in the unpredictable chaos of the Trump ad-
ministration, it sure looks like impeachment 
is going to dominate the American political 
scene in the coming months. 

Meanwhile, closer to home, Montanans 
are wondering what their governor, Steve 
Bullock, is still doing gallivanting around 
Iowa and New Hampshire in a doomed run 
to become the Democrat Party’s presidential 
candidate.  Bullock has yet to break out of 
the bottom of the pack for months now and 
will not come close to qualifying for upcom-
ing debates.

Perhaps one could overlook the governor’s 
extended absence if things were just rolling 
along in his home state. But the reality is that 
Montana is facing some very serious issues 
right now.

While Bullock is away, Butte’s residents 
are desperately looking for a champion to 
come to their aid as they get railroaded by 
ARCO-BP and the Trump EPA into a far-
less-than-satisfactory agreement on the 
“clean up” of the nation’s largest Superfund 
site.  The governor should be here for the 
long-suffering residents of Butte. But he’s 
not.

Likewise, Bullock’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality is approving a 72-million 
ton expansion of the Spring Creek strip mine 
near Colstrip that is expected to produce a 
stunning 150 million tons of greenhouse 
gases when burned.  That the agency has re-
fused to even consider the global warming 
impacts of the project is something Governor 
Bullock should step in to address, especially 
given the faster-than-expected impacts from 
global warming.  But he’s not. 

Then there’s the plight of Montana’s farm-
ers and ranchers as Trump’s ridiculous trade 
war drags on, and, according to the presi-
dent, is not important to conclude until after 
the next election.  One might think a Demo-
cratic governor who thinks he’s presidential 
material would want to be here vigorously 
defending his constituents against Trump’s 
highly injurious policies.  But he’s not. 

In short, the national and Montana politi-
cal scene are both in turmoil and if one thing 
stands out, it’s the lack of actual “leadership” 
on the part of our elected officials – and 
more’s the pity. E      

—GeorGe ochenski

MONTANA VOICE
Tr u m p ’s  “ Fa l l ” A r r i v e s  Wh i l e 
B u l l o c k  R e m a i n s  i n  A b s e n t i a
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MONTANA BOOKS
Fo rc e s  o f  Na t u re :  G a r y  Fe r g u s o n 

Fi n d s  S e re n i ty  i n  t h e  Na t u ra l  Wo r l d 
f you’ve scoured the internet in vain for an-
swers to mankind’s many injustices, author 
Gary Ferguson offers this radical alterna-
tive suggestion: go take a hike. 

Don’t believe him? Jump into his brilliant 
new moral reset, “The Eight Master Lessons of 
Nature: What Nature Teaches Us About Living 
Well in the World,” and discover how recon-
necting with nature just may be the simplest 
solution to every man-made blunder, from 
racial injustice to gender inequality and even 
climate change.

Not only does the Bozeman-based author 
of 24 books on the subject – including well-
regarded classics such as “The Sylvan Path” 
(1997) and “Decade of the Wolf” (2012) – ex-
plore the ecological and psychological value of 
immersing ourselves in nature; he has walked 
that “Ted Talk” in his own life, overcoming the 
major tragedy of losing his first wife Jane on 
a rafting trip, by taking solace in the natural 
world.

Combining scientific research, psychol-
ogy, history and philosophy, the Tao of Gary 
Ferguson explores just how our lives can be 
enriched by embracing nature on equal foot-
ing and learning from other species how to 
overcome the limits that we’ve imposed on 
our species by focusing solely on our limited 
human culture. With lessons like “Our Ani-
mal Cousins Make Us Happier and Smarter,” 

“Healing the Planet, and Ourselves, Means Re-
covering the Feminine” and “Old Growth: The 
Planet’s Elders Can Help Us Be Better at Life,” 
Ferguson seeks to break down the barriers man 
has created with nature and to celebrate the 
wonders that await just beyond our doorstep. 
As he writes:

“As much as anything, this is a book 
about coming home. Not just back to 
where you grew up; not only to the sub-
urban split-level with the clipped lawns 
and the cement birdbath; not just back 
to the brick apartment building or the 
small white Craftsman house on a tree-
lined street in the heart of the city. Not 
only back to the old farm with the barn 
and the green tractor and the moon-eyes 
cows. No, this bigger, deeper home has 
to do with the profound belonging that 
comes from recovering your natural 
camaraderie with the wonder of the 
planet. And then learning to use that 
camaraderie as a guide for your life.”

Ferguson’s fascination with living well in 
the world began when he was a nature-thirsty 
child growing up in South Bend, Indiana 
in the 1960s. By the age of 8, this self-de-
scribed “book fiend” was hauling home arm-
loads of books from his local library by the 

likes of environmentalist Sigurd Olson (“The 
Singing Wilderness”) and Northwoods writer 
Helen Hoover (“A Place in the Woods”). His 
immersion into their work prompted an early 
obsession with a place far from South Bend.

“I told my parents when I was nine years 
old that I was going to move to The Rockies, 
just from having seen photos of it,” Ferguson 
laughs. “And I write about showing up at 13 
with my maps all highlighted and my $160 
from mowing lawns and shoveling snow and 
telling them, ‘All right, I’m going to ride 
my purple Stingray out to Colorado!’ And of 
course, they shockingly nixed that plan, which 
I thought was hugely shortsighted of them!”

But escape Indiana he did, first to wide-open 
spaces closer to home, like upper Minnesota, 
the Appalachians and the hills of Kentucky, 
then hopping trains from age 17 to 23 to places 
like Gary, Indiana and east Chicago that were 
making headlines for toxic wastes in their 
manufacturing plants. The pollution crises hit 
Ferguson twice as hard, as he was having to 
scrape for a living by working in a plastics fac-
tory.

“I was intimately aware that, for me, that 
work would cause me through time to lose 
touch with this yearning and longing and this 
sense of wanting to more deeply touch the 
mystery that was out there in the world,” he 
recalls. “There was this old guy in the railyards 
who was trying to take a train back to Kansas 
to see his daughter. He and I were talking and I 
was just commenting on how just weird it was 
that water that was shimmering in the different 
colors of various petroleum-based pollutants 
and the sky being this kind of blood-orange 
from the air pollution, and he got really upset 
with me. 

“And as he was walking away, he said, ‘Man, 
you don’t get it; that’s the price of progress.’ 
So I did have a very strong question emerging: 
is it really necessary for us as humans to be 
successful and comfortable and live full lives 
for us to turn the earth into kind of a sacrificial 
lamb? I questioned deeply whether that was 
the way things had to be.”

In 1980, the nature-starved young man mar-
ried his equally adventurous first wife, Jane. 
Together, the Indianans trekked into the wilds, 
settling in mile-high Red Lodge, Montana in 
1987. 

“Jane and I made the decision to move up to 
Red Lodge,” Ferguson explains, “not entirely 
because of the community, although we came 
to love it, but because it was at the edge of the 
greater Yellowstone ecosystem, which at that 
time and still today remains the largest gener-
ally intact ecosystem in the temperate world.

“Part of it is the size of it – it generates its 
own weather – and part of it is the grizzly bear, 
who you can never take for granted and draws 
you to a greater level of attention when you’re 
out in the back country. All of those things 
together gave me one of my strongest experi-
ences of walking off into the wild, and within 
a very short amount of time being able to be 
fiercely present.”

Then in 2005, as the couple celebrated their 
25th anniversary by canoeing the wild Kopka 
River, 100 miles north of Thunder Bay, On-
tario, the unthinkable happened: Jane died in 

I
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a canoeing accident. Gary was shattered. Ten 
years later, he relived the experience in “The 
Carry Home” (2014).

“At first, it’s just a train wreck,” Ferguson 
recalls. “If you look at mythology, the hero or 
heroine’s journey always begins with a loss of 
identity, and that’s exactly what it was. And 
having your identity shredded, you start to sort 
of see the world again over time in a way that 
emphasizes that which is really real and nur-
turing to you.

“So, you get to reassemble your life in a dif-
ferent way, and that reassembly for me began 
by being able to focus on what was really im-
portant. There again, the natural world came 
to speak to me, both literally and metaphori-
cally, about what was really important. And to 
that process of coming back to life, I felt like 
I gained and dove deep into my ability to be 
grateful, to be generous.”

Since the river tragedy, Ferguson has ex-
panded his understanding of how living not so 
much close to nature as within it; a knowing 
of nature, he says, is the key to a fulfilling life. 
That personal insight has powered his work as 
an author and national keynote speaker on the 
ecological and psychological values of nature 
for the National Geographic Lecture Series, as 
well as his decade of teaching on the faculty of 
the Rainier Writing Workshop MFA program 
at Pacific Lutheran University. 

“I used to wonder, even early in my thirties, 
what the answer was when poet Stanley Ku-
nan wrote, ‘How shall the heart be reconciled 
to its feast of losses?’ How do you go through 
a life with all the loss that most lives inevitably 
bring and then still have this sort of wonder 
and potential enchantment that I felt so mar-
ried to when I was a little kid? 

“Is it possible to get to old age having gone 
through all the crap and still have some sense 
of magic to life? In the long view, now that 
Jane’s death is 15 years behind me, that’s a 
classic loss, as big a loss as I’ve ever had, I do 
think happily that it’s not only possible to stay 
in touch with that mystery and that sense of 
magic in life, but that even deepens if you can 
just keep going and just focus on what really 
matters, whether it’s nature or relationships. 
That was a very heartening aspect of the trag-
edy.”

True to his seasoned optimism about life and 
nature, Ferguson has also found comfort, love 
and a shared philosophy with his second wife, 
social psychologist and co-hiker Dr. Mary 

Clare. As we spoke by phone, the couple had 
just returned from their morning hike at 8,000-
foot Ross Pass in the Bridger Mountains near 
their new home in Bozeman.

“Mary and I – she being a developmental 
cultural psychologist – have sort of wed our-
selves, not just literally but figuratively, to 
what we call full ecology, which is very much 
her bringing the psychology side of what we 
have innately as nature itself and what we can 
learn from nature, and me bringing more the 
ecology and conservation side of how nature 
works and then putting those together, so that 
kind of discussion and teaching opportunity 
has really been wonderful. 

“But beyond that, Mary talks about this no-
tion that I think she came up with that she calls 
the ‘inner elder,’ and I think I’m going through 
that in some ways. It’s a deepening and enrich-
ing of what it is in the long run that will really 
influence your life in a satisfying way. And 
the older we get – I’m 63 now – I think that 
maybe just through the experience we’ve gone 
through, we have an increasingly good chance 
of sorting out what was worth worrying about 
and what wasn’t.”

The master lessons of nature that Ferguson 
shares with the rest of us have led him to his 
spiritual home on the edge of Yellowstone. He 
has no intention of moving.

“In one of my books,” Ferguson continues, 
“I mention (aesthetics professor) Elaine Scar-
ry, the woman who said that beauty and nature 
has this uncanny ability to kind of bring you 
in but nudge you off to the side. The universe 
doesn’t just turn around you anymore.

“And that is exactly how I felt in Montana; 
I’m here, but I’m kind of off to the side of the 
stage, watching this drama unfold. And I think 
that is enormously powerful and restorative to 
egocentric human beings, since I count myself 
often among them. 

“Montana has the seasons, and all of those 
things have tremendous visceral value but also 
metaphorical value. Here comes just the butt-
kicking winter and then the cold and then the 
spring. There’s kind of a seasonal rhythm of 
a place in Montana which, when combined 
with as much open space and wild, untraveled 
country, just feels like it mirrors some essential 
seasons in my own being that need to be within 
arm’s reach for me to live a good life.”  E

—Jay MacDonalD
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Author Gary Ferguson in the Crazy Mountains
and the Bridger Mountains (at left).
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A GUIDE TO THE 
PARANORMAL

The following is only a partial list of alleged 
hauntings across Montana, a simple sampling of 
spooky stories from around the state. Unless you 
hail from another realm, most of the places listed 
do require permission to enter if one is hunting 
ghosts. It should be noted that the paranormal is 
experienced differently from person to person and 
many of these tales may simply be interpretations 
of natural phenomena, legend, myth or fantasy. 

BANNACK 
GHOST TOWN

31 miles west of Dillon on Highway 278 

Bannack, now a Montana state park, is a town 
of memories and lost hopes. Once the queen of 
Montana gold rush towns, and for a brief flash in 
history the fledgling territory’s first capital, Ban-
nack offers a glimpse into a lively era of boom 
and bust, brass and bluster. Thanks to the efforts 
of a few history-minded folks a half-century ago, 
the gunslingers, saloonkeepers, miners, dancing 
girls, and other ghosts of Bannack are still very 
much alive and waiting to be discovered.

Isolated and alone, Bannack certainly gives 
the appearance of being a ghostly haven, and the 
stories about its otherworldly residents abound. 
Many of them center on the old Meade Hotel, 
once the courthouse, and its most famous guest, 
little Dorothy Dunn. Hurley says many visitors 
“feel” the presence of what some have identified 
as the spirit of the young girl, who drowned in a 
pond at the edge of town decades ago. Clad in a 
blue dress, Dorothy still walks the upper halls of 
the old brick building—or so some say.

Hardly a month goes by in the summer, says 
Hurley, when a visitor doesn’t mention hav-
ing heard the faint sound of babies crying. It’s 
probably the wind — though Hurley notes that, 
years ago, the Amede Bessett house was used to 
quarantine sick and dying children. Other stories 
abound, Hurley says, and true or not, they lend a 
spectral note to a Bannack visit.

The Meade Hotel is a Bannack landmark and 
one of the town’s most widely recognized build-
ings. Built in 1875 as the Beaverhead County 
Courthouse, it was the focus of immense civic 
pride. Little expense was spared, and over the 
years much of its splendor—including the wind-
ing staircase, stately courtroom, and several big 
iron safes—has survived. Just a few years after 
the courthouse was built, however, the county 
seat was moved to Dillon, and the building was 
converted into a hotel.

Bannack sees visitors during every season of 
the year. In winter, the old dredge pond resounds 
with the chatter of skaters, warming themselves 
by an outdoor bonfire or sipping cocoa in the 
warming house. Visitors don’t even have to bring 
their own skates; the park provides them free of 
charge.

In October, the spirits of Bannack return for a 
Halloween bash during the annual Ghost Walk, 
when ghostly and ghastly tales of life in the gold 
camp are told in the dark and spooky setting. And 
in January, local volunteers reenact the hanging of 
Plummer and his gang of deputies.

BANNACK GHOST WALK 2019

The ghosts come alive for two shows nightly at 
the end of October with performances presented 
by the Bannack Association based on historical 
events at Bannock Ghost Town. Meet the ghosts 

of Henry Plummer, Joe Pizanthia, Cyrus Skinner, 
Doctor Glick, Mattie Silks and many more rogues 
from Bannack’s colorful past. Each show is limit-
ed to 100 people, so reservations are required and 
usually sell out quickly. Attendees are encouraged 
to dress warm, bring a flashlight, and prepare to 
meet the ghosts of Bannack. Two shows are of-
fered on Friday and Saturday October 25 and 
26, 2019 at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. Please call the 
park to make reservations at (406) 834-3413.

COLSTRIP 
POWER PLANT

580 Willow Ave, Colstrip

According to reports from employees of the 
power plant, ghostly figures sometimes can be 
seen traveling through the air between transistors. 
Voices also can be heard talking, and objects will 
disappear only to later reappear in plain view. All 
types of spirits are reportedly seen in the “massive 
amounts of energy” produced by this plant. When 
the air is full of static electricity, shadows can be 
seen in the webs of overhead wiring or jumping 
from transistor to transistor. The most common 
spectral occurrences include rambling voices or 
the feeling of a person passing when no one is 
there. 

LITTLE BIGHORN 
BATTLEFIELD 

15 Miles outside Hardin on I-90 

In May 1876, General George A. Custer’s 600 
troops marched from Fort Abraham Lincoln to 
join other troops in an assault on Sioux Indians. 
Residents waving good bye as the regiment rode 
off to the southeast were astonished to see al-
most half the troops vanish from sight while the 
remaining troops were in full view. Many inter-
preted the vision as one of impending doom.

In June 1876 General Custer and his cavalry-
men went down in defeat to Sioux Indians led by 
Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull. The engagement is 
widely referred to as the Battle of the Little Big-
horn, named for the nearby river. Visitors often 
have been overcome by a sense of sorrow and loss 
on Last Stand Hill and near Battlefield Cemetery. 

Paranormal events reportedly take place near 
a section of the battleground known as “Reno’s 
Crossing.” This is where cavalrymen under the 
direction of Major Marcus Reno retreated from 
Indian forces. The ghost of young Second Lieu-
tenant Benjamin “Benny” Hodgson was said to 
have been inexplicably channeled from the be-
yond the grave by a West Point classmate and an 
accompanying psychic in 1877 in Kentucky.

Hodgson died near Reno’s Crossing. His leg 
was shattered by a bullet that also killed his horse 
and the frantic soldier was trying the escape up 
a hill when he was killed by an Indian. His body 
rolled down the riverbank where a marker now 
stands. In 1983, the visage of Hodgson was iden-
tified as one in the same with a mysterious night 
visitor who had recently spooked a Bighorn Na-
tional Park employee in employee housing.

Apparitions such as phantom, legless soldiers 
and unexplained phenomena like footsteps and 
slamming doors have been encountered for de-
cades at the Stone House (now the White Swan 
Memorial Library). An employee’s residence near 
the cemetery was frequently the site of strange 
lights and employees’ apartments A and D are 
also known for shimmering forms that appear at 
the foot of sleeping workers’ beds. The phantom 
shadow of a soldier wearing a brown shirt with a 
black cartridge belt across his chest has been seen 
in the visitor center and the ghost of Custer him-
self is also said to roam throughout the museum, 
walking through locked doors. 

Some visitors have apparently been transport-
ed back in time to witness the battle while others 
have reported seeing spirit warriors and restless 
soldiers on surrounding hillsides and draws. 

In July 1979, the National Park Service ar-
ranged to have relics from the battle psycho-
metrically assessed by selected psychics includ-
ing Howard R. Starkel. Starkel’s comments 
correlated with historical information concerning 
Reno’s retreat the afternoon of June 25, 1876, and 
with information about civilian contract surgeon 
J.M. DeWolfe, who was killed east of the river, 
and other victims of the battle whose items he in-
vestigated. The National Park Service published 
Starkel’s results in their October 1986 national 
newsletter, The Courier, making one of the stron-
gest evidence-based cases for the reality of psy-
chic phenomena in the state.

FORT PECK 
THEATER 

110 5th Street South, Fort Peck

During the construction of the Swiss chalet-
style building, a worker fell to his death and 
has reportedly been a ghostly fixture ever since. 
Dressed in vague 1930s work attire, the ghost 
now supports people who stumble down the stairs 
or fall off ladders. The phantom is also reported to 
sleep in the restrooms.

Performers and staff have often heard strange 
sounds in the dressing rooms and some have even 
seen apparitions. Others report hearing the sounds 
of men working when the theatre is completely 
empty. 

The nearby historic Fort Peck Hotel was used 
for living quarters for construction workers on the 
nearby dam. Sixty men were killed during con-
struction, six of whom were entombed deep in the 
dam following a massive landslide in 1938. Many 
of the spirits are believed to haunt the hotel. Two 
in particular apparently haunt the upper floor of 
the building, including an apparition that paces an 
upstairs corridor and an apparition who likes to sit 
in a red armchair in one of the guest rooms. Vari-
ous other people have reported hearing the voices 
of a man and a woman. 

SUPERNATURAL
MONTANA

Ghosts of the Past 
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ASYLUM 
DISTILLERY

2223 Montana Avenue, Billings

On December 8, 1945, a plane crashed in Bill-
ings near Veteran’s Park, killing all but four of the 
returning World War II troops and crew members 
on board. According to legend, there were too 
many bodies for the local morgue to accommo-
date so bodies were temporarily placed in the 
refrigerators at the old grocery store by the train 
depot. Many people have spotted old World War 
II soldiers walking around the building, which 
until recently was home to a large antique store 
and now houses a distillery. Reportedly, the spirits 
would vanish if anyone came close to them. 

THE LINCOLN 
CENTER

Fourth Avenue North, Billings

The first permanent school built in Billings in 
1883 has a dark history owing to the first prin-
cipal, George W. Shoemaker a “brilliant but sa-
distic” administrator who “seemed to delight in 
inflicting punishment,” according to accounts in 
the Billings Gazette. Shoemaker would beat and 
torture children in the building’s basement, aptly 
nicknamed the “Chamber of Horrors.” The school 
closed after scarlet fever overtook the enrollment 
and one boy died. Ghostly activity continues in 
the building to the present day and includes the 
sighting of an unfriendly entity in a top hat and 
reports of poking or tapping on the shoulders and 
arms.

FOX THEATER/
ALBERTA BAIR

2801 Third Avenue North, Billings

Built as the Fox Theater in the 1930s, the build-
ing became the Alberta Bair Theater in 1986 af-
ter extensive renovations and investments by the 
Bair family. The theater is currently undergoing 
a $12.5 million facelift but persistent spirits may 
still remain after the upgrade. Many believe the 
theater is haunted by luminous entities who take 
seats in the audience and its even supposedly vis-
ited by the spirit of its namesake, Alberta, who ap-
pears in the dressing rooms costumed for a night 
out at the theater.

THE REX
2401 Montana Avenue, Billings

Originally built by the chef for the Buffalo Bill 
Cody Wild West Show, The Rex Hotel is one of 
the oldest businesses in Billings, full of the his-
tory of notorious visits from Buffalo Bill and 
Calamity Jane, among other Western celebrities. 
Patrons and employees at The Rex have reported 
full-body apparitions of a gentleman in the hotel 
basement, restrooms, kitchen and dining areas. 
The specter is thought to be a former bartender 
still tending to his clientele. 

JULIANO’S
2912 7th Ave North, Billings

On the site of the former livery stable next to 
the historic “Castle House” at 622 North 29th 
Street, Juliano’s restaurant is reportedly haunted 
by a man dressed in 1920s attire. Some theorize 
that the ghost is Ernest Murray, a former resident 
of the 1920s estate. The ghost has been seen by 
staff and others working in the building on many 
occasions and has even been seen from outside 
the building, staring out at passersby through a 
cloudy window.

THE NORTHERN 
HOTEL

19 North Broadway, Billings

On September 11, 1940, The Northern Hotel 
caught fire and a slew of ghostly legends were 
born. A large number of spectators watched 
the Northern Hotel burn but the fire claimed no 
lives and no one was injured in the blaze. Still, 
the legends persist. From a small ghost of a little 
girl knocking on guest doors to warn them of 
the blaze to an “unsettling feeling” in the base-
ment where the fire started, guests and employ-
ees claim a paranormal energy exists at the site. 
Shadowy phantoms and unexplained pockets of 
ice-cold air have also been reported. The force of 
the 1940 blaze, which could be seen from over 
50 miles away, and gutted the brick hotel build-
ing, left an indelible imprint on Billings. Burned 
in the fire were 200 guest rooms, Bennett’s Buy 
for Less drugstore, a barber shop, two women’s 
dress shops, a jewelry store, the Burlington, Great 
Northern, and Northern Pacific Railways offices, 
Northwest Airlines, the Dude Ranchers Associa-
tion, Heimer’s Oak Tavern, the Northern Grill and 
a billiard parlor. Tavern owner Alfred Heimer, 
“Buffalo Bill (Cody’s) right-hand man,” lost a 
lifetime of memorabilia he’d collected working 
with the Wild West showman.

WESTERN 
HERITAGE CENTER

2822 Montana Avenue, Billings

Paranormal activity has been reported at this 
former library for decades, possibly from the 
spirits of those who miss their art or family heir-
looms. Mysterious, disembodied footsteps are a 
frequent occurrence and there have been reports 
of a ghost called “Pricilla,” a young girl walk-
ing around the museum, perhaps a patron from 
the days when the WHC operated as the public 
library. An apparition of an elderly man has also 
been seen by the fireplace, and an elderly woman 
thought to be a former head librarian or even Mrs. 
Frederick Billings haunts the first floor and the 
Will James Room. This reportedly haunted mu-
seum has been investigated multiple times by the 
Montana Paranormal Research Society.

Some hot spots for activity in the building in-
clude the conference room in the basement and 
the exhibit room on the main floor. Curious ac-
tivity has also occurred with the possessions of 
Tony Boyle, a Montana native who was president 
of the United Mine Workers Union in the 1960s 
and who died in prison. Staff has witnessed lights 
flickering when someone touched Boyle’s walk-
ing stick and a spotlight has mysteriously ap-
peared on a clock with Boyle’s picture on it.

The center offers an opportunity to join a 
paranormal investigation on October 26, 2019 
from 7:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. in “A Night at the 
Haunted Museum.” Call (406) 256-6809 for 
tickets and information.

LA LLORONA 
Yellowstone River, five miles east of Billings

Following a popular Hispanic story, La Lloro-
na is the ghost of a tall Hispanic woman wearing 
a flowing white gown who has been seen along 
the banks of the Yellowstone River near Billings. 
La Llorona or “weeping woman” has many varia-
tions around the country. The Yellowstone ver-
sion is a woman who drowned her children and 
will forevermore roam the banks of rivers looking 
for them.

CROW MEDICINE 
ROCK

Pryor Mountains, Carbon and Bighorn Counties

The Little People of the Pryor Mountains 
(known as Nirumbee or Awwakkulé in the Crow 
language) are a race of ferocious dwarves in the 
folklore of the Crow Nation. The Crow Indians 
believe the Pryor Mountains are sacred because, 
among many things, they are home to the Nirum-
bee who protect the tribe. The pygmies are said 
to be great meat lovers with sharp canine teeth. 
Rumors of ferocious dwarves ripping the hearts 
out of horses kept enemies off Crow lands. Petro-
glyphs on rocks in the mountains, the Crow said, 
were made by these demon-like creatures. The 
Little People were also seen as imparting spiritual 
wisdom, and played a major role in shaping the 
destiny of the Crow People through the dreams 
of the legendary Crow chief, Plenty Coups. The 
tribe still makes offerings to the little people at 
Medicine Rock and Pryor Gap.

In 1932, a mummified dwarf was found in a 
cave by two prospectors. The physical remains of 
tiny people have been reported found in various 
locations in the western United States, particu-
larly Montana and Wyoming. The burials were 
sent to a local university or to the Smithsonian for 
analysis, only to have the specimens and research 
results mysteriously disappear.

Members of the modern Crow Nation say they 
have even encountered “Little People” while 
hunting in the Pryor Mountains. Others, taking a 
wrong road or footpath, say they have seen them 
blocking the road, and Little People are claimed 
to have even healed some sick people. Several 
white people in the area also claim to have seen 
the Little People, including a local bar owner, 
ranch hands, and hunters.

THE POLLARD 
HOTEL

2 Broadway Avenue North, Red Lodge

In the early 1900s, Thomas F. Pollard bought 
an existing hotel building in Red Lodge and re-
named it after his family. Guests and employees 
at the hotel have described both male and female 
apparitions and staff have described strange nois-
es and lights that turn on and off in the basement.

A woman in a yellow dress is often seen on the 
third floor. Some believe this part of the building 
contains the bulk of the activity. Those who enter 
Room 310 often find the light turned on and no 
amount of switching it off will keep it off. Staff 
members have also reported feeling dizzy and un-
easy in Room 312. Some have heard unexplained 
noises in the basement and there are stories of the 
Pollard children having a pet monkey that alleg-
edly found itself entombed somewhere in this part 
of the hotel.

Witnesses have reported smelling French per-
fume on the second floor and male and female 
ghosts have been seen throughout the hotel by 
guests and staff members alike. 

One of the spirits in the hotel reportedly en-
joys playing pranks on people. It is said the spirit 
enjoys hanging out in the bar and appears to be 
dressed like a man from the 1920s. 

THE MURRAY 
HOTEL

Park and Second Streets, Livingston

Reserve a room with a ghost at the allegedly 
haunted Murray Hotel in Livingston. Paranormal 
activity reported at the hotel includes the sounds 
of ghostly giggling from a young mistress, sight-
ings of a phantom guest in a window from out-
side the building and spectral figures floating in a 
huge, musty basement. One guest even reported 
a full-figure sighting of a man in old-fashioned 
clothes who caused her bedding to fly over her 
head while staying in the suite where film director 
Sam Peckinpah lived from 1979 to 1984. The late 
Anthony Bourdain stayed in the suite and listed 
the Murray Hotel as one of his favorite “Top Ten” 
hotels in the world. Guests have reported objects 
moving, hearing voices and even sightings of 
Peckinpah’s ghost in the room.

CHICO HOT 
SPRINGS

Pray, Montana

According to stories told now for decades, spir-
its from bygone eras still reside at Chico’s Lodge. 
When the hotel was a hospital, many passed on 
here. After it became a resort, former owners Bill 
and Percie Knowles also died here. It was said 
that Percie spent time at the end of her life sitting 
in Room 349 and looking out the window as her 
health declined. In the third floor hallway, many 
have reported full body apparitions of Percie and 
the rocking chair in room 349 has been known 
to move on its own. Sightings of Percie and her 
husband Bill sitting at tables in the restaurant are 
also frequent. One appearance of Percie in 2000 
was witnessed by so many guests they thought 
she was a staff member until she disappeared.

Two security guards also claim they saw the 
“Lady in White” near a piano on the third floor in 
the late 1960s. Only the upper body of the white 
ghost appeared. The face of the peaceful appari-
tion stared at them for several minutes. and they 
took a picture featuring a white orb. For the last 
50 years, many employees and guests have wit-
nessed the specter, joining “the Percie Club,” 
although she remains a bashful phantom. Other 
reports from the resort include a man in a long 
overcoat with a beard and mischievous spirit ac-
tivity in the kitchens.

BEAR CANYON 
ROAD

Five Miles East of Bozeman

Several people who have been camping or hik-
ing in Bear Canyon have reportedly happened 
upon the ghost of a little girl in a white dress who 
appears to lure females away from the trail and 
causes them to get lost in the woods. Also sighted 
several times near Bear Canyon Road is a cowboy 
or fur-trapper appearing during snowstorms and 
struggling through the storm, leading many to be-
lieve his earthly twin froze to death in the canyon 
many years ago. 
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MONTANA STATE 
UNIVERSITY

1711 West College Street, Bozeman

At the MSU Theater, a theater director slipped 
and fell down a metal staircase behind the stage 
in the early 1970s.

In the accident, the director hit his head and 
suffered brain damage that left him subject to 
drastic mood swings. Some time later, he shut 
himself in his office, loaded actual bullets in a 
prop gun and committed suicide. After his death, 
people reported strange phenomena in his old of-
fice. By the mid 1980s, a black silhouette began 
to appear regularly in the room. 

The nearby Strand Student Union is also sup-
posedly haunted by a young woman in 1930s 
attire who reportedly hanged herself in the ball-
room.

RIALTO THEATER
10 West Main Street, Bozeman

The Bozeman Paranormal Society investigated 
the Rialto in 2018 and now strongly suspects that 
Puerto Rican baritone Pablo Elvira haunts the 
building. The venue was one of the opera singer’s 
favorite venues when he lived in Bozeman. 

The building has been the subject of media at-
tention and many investigations. Evidence such 
as Elvira’s spectral singing, a ghostly mist and 
disembodied voices have been reported. There 
are also reports of a teenage boy who shows up 
in the storage area and then disappears. Some 
customers say they have even seen empty chairs 
moving on their own. 

BOZEMAN  HAUNTS

Other Bozeman Haunts include wedding pol-
tergeists disrupting receptions at the Baxter Hotel, 
famous phantom theater-goers at the Ellen The-
ater, a bewitched elevator at the Masonic Lodge, 
a powerful but invisible energy at the Eagle’s 
Lodge, ghostly reflections at Gallatin Gateway 
Inn, and the specters of two drowned girls in Boz-
eman Creek. Bozeman Paranormal offers walking 
tours of haunted properties in Bozeman on No-
vember 8 and 9, 2019. Call (406) 580-8855 for 
further information. 

SACAJAWEA 
HOTEL

5 North Main Street, Three Forks

This historic hotel was built in 1910 as a stop-
over for railroad passengers and crews, and has 
been in operation for over a century. The hotel is 
allegedly haunted a number of apparitions includ-
ing the former builder John Q. Adams, a spectral 
maid and a shadowy figure in the dining room 
who could be a madam from down the street who 
frequented the hotel in search of clients. 

The builder Adams has been known to make 
appearances in the hallways and in guest rooms, 
while the maid has been known to materialize 
from a wall on the third floor. The police depart-
ment has been called to the hotel on several occa-
sions to investigate disturbances.

BONANZA INN
East Wallace Street, Virginia City 

The ghost of a nun has appeared in the rooms in 
this inn and also in the building next door known 
as the Bonanza House. These are said to be the 
two most haunted buildings in Virginia City. 

The Bonanza Inn was the first county court-
house in Virginia City, but when a new one was 
built in 1876 it became a Catholic hospital. The 
Bonanza House was used as a nunnery. Both of 
these buildings are reportedly far from benign. 

One of the rooms is now sealed because of a se-
ries of frightening poltergeist manifestations and 
the apparition of an allegedly lecherous man has 
appeared in one of the upstairs rooms at the Bo-
nanza House. Mysterious footsteps, strange feel-
ings of discomfort and bone-chilling cold spots 
plague both buildings to this day. 

COSTUME SHOP
East Wallace Street, Virginia City

The apparition of a little blonde-haired girl has 
been seen by dozens sitting on the front steps of 
this building. 

Some customers have even seen a ghostly little 
girl’s dress that sometimes hangs on the racks but 
when they turn around it disappears. 

LIGHTNING 
SPLITTER HOUSE

Virginia City

Originally a house of prostitution, this house is 
called “Lightning Splitter” because the rear gable 
is one of the highest points in town and is fre-
quently struck by lightning. 

Originally a brothel, the Lightning Splitter is 
now allegedly haunted by a demon-like creature. 
Locals say they believe the demon was sum-
moned by a former tenant who was killed in a 
motorcycle accident. 

The man had a reputation as a drug dealer and 
a bar brawler and was known to dabble in Satan-
ism. The creature resembling a giant black dog 
attacks residents in the upstairs bedrooms in the 
same house.

GRAND UNION 
HOTEL

1 Grand Union Square, Fort Benton

The Grand Union’s history began in 1882, 
seven years before Montana’s statehood and 
continues as the oldest hotel still in operation 
in the state. Although it went out of business 
in the late 1800s, the hotel was soon renovated 
and reopened by new owners. After many years 
of changing hands, in 1999 it was restored to its 
original splendor.

Rumor has it that the hotel is haunted by a 
number of spirits from the past. Many have 
claimed to have heard the stomping hooves of a 
phantom horse. This could be because long ago a 
drunk cowboy tried to ride his horse up the main 
staircase before he was shot to death by the hotel 
manager. 

Lying in bed at night, guests might hear the 
sounds of children running up and down the mys-
teriously empty halls and mysterious blue lights 
are said to dance across Room 202. 

There have also been multiple sightings of a 
male spirit dressed in a long coat who appears in 
different areas of the hotel.

BLACK HORSE 
LAKE

Just outside Great Falls 

Many who travel the road along this lake have 
reported running over the ghost of a hitchhiker. 
The ghost is a tall man wearing bib overalls who 
stands sturdy with his legs apart in the middle of 
the road. He’s been described as an Indian with 
long back hair wearing a denim jacket. Once hit, 
he disappears and no damage is left to the vehicle. 

MALMSTROM AIR 
FORCE BASE

Base Chapel, Great Falls 

A young fur trader with a long beard haunts the 
chapel on the base. He can usually be found sit-
ting in the seventh pew with his Bible. Often he 
drops his Bible loudly. The piano plays by itself 
and the song of choice is said to be “All the Ends 
of the Earth.”

THE LOBBY BAR 
518 Central Avenue, Great Falls

Rumor has it that at least 12 haunts live in the 
three floors above this bar, which once was the 
Davenport Hotel. After the hotel closed, the spot 
was used by vagrants and some were said to have 
died here. Apparitions have been witnessed and 
caught on audio recordings; patrons at the bar 
often feel cold chills for no logical reason, and 
employees have seen glasses fly off the shelves. 

PARIS GIBSON 
MUSEUM OF ART

1400 1st Avenue North, Great Falls

This building was built as the old Great Falls 
High School in 1896 and has been the museum 
since 1977.

Staff working late have often reported hearing 
the jangling of keys and spectral voices, and see-
ing an apparition of a young, blonde girl floating 
in the basement. People have also reported hear-
ing children whisper in the halls. 

A psychic from the Travel Channel’s “The 
Dead Files” investigated the hauntings in the 
house and eventually sensed a female spirit in an 
abusive relationship with a male spirit. She be-
lieved the spirits to be Valeria and Theodore, city 
founder Paris Gibson’s wife and son.

Theodore Gibson had syphilis, an ailment 
that can cause psychosis. He is believed to have 
pushed his mother down the stairs of her home, 
breaking her neck, and then moved her body 
through underground tunnels to the Park Hotel 
where he threw her out the window to stage a 
suicide. 

A popular trolley tour of haunted spots in 
Great Falls is already sold out for the 2019 
season but maintains a waiting list for tickets. 
Email: greatfallsdowntownchicks@gmail.com 
for more information.

SUPERNATURAL
MONTANA
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ST. CHARLES HALL 
AND STUDENT 

UNION
Carroll College, Helena

Reportedly, the ghosts on the campus are most 
active during exam time or when students are 
experiencing emotional stress. In one example, 
someone described as being either a student or a 
priest committed suicide by jumping from a win-
dow at the top of the North Stairwell in St Charles 
Hall. Apparently, the suicide is still spiritually 
reenacted repeatedly by the ghost for horrified 
observers.

A locked bathroom on the fourth floor of St 
Charles Hall dormitory is another source of unex-
plained phenomena on college campus. The room 
was the scene of an accident in which a young 
man fell and hit his head and died of a cerebral 
hemorrhage. Red stains in the sink and rumors of 
the haunting prompted college officials to seal the 
room. 

St. Albert’s Hall is also reportedly haunted by 
the spirit of a nun who became ill and died. Her 
fleeting specter is often glimpsed in the corridor 
of the top floor of the building, which is now the 
Student Union.

GRANDSTREET 
THEATER 

325 North Park Avenue, Helena

When Clara Bicknell Hodgin died in 1905 at 
the age of 34, residents took up a collection and 
donated a Tiffany window in her memory to the 
Unitarian Church. In 1933, an earthquake hit 
Helena and nearly destroyed the Helena public 
library. The Unitarian church was donated for the 
city to use as the interim library. The Tiffany win-
dow was removed and stored at the Civic Center 
as the building underwent renovations. In 1976, 
a enterprise known as Broadwater Productions 
moved into the building and established the Grand 
Street Theater and the window was reinstalled in 
the building. It was then that the gentle, kind en-
tity of “Clara” reportedly moved in the building 
as a friendly presence felt by many visitors, both 
children and adults. Visitors and staff have report-
ed delicate disembodied footsteps throughout the 
building and noticed the spirit plays with electri-
cal appliances and lights, flickering with the cur-
rent to an extent the electrical system appears to 
have a mind of its own. 

T.C. POWER 
MANSION

600 Harrison Street, Helena

This stone Romanesque-style castle was home 
to T.C. Power, a millionaire businessmen and for-
mer U.S. Senator. The mansion was built in 1889 
and T.C. and his wife lived there for many years. 
After their deaths, their son willed it to the Catho-
lic church and the diocese later sold the building 
and it became a daycare center. 

Caretakers, church officials and employees at 
the Power Mansion have reported seeing the ap-
pearance of a former maid in the ballroom and 
at other locations in the house. The ghost of T.C. 
Power has also been sensed in a bedroom where 
he died. 

Helena has an endless trove of haunted build-
ings. Other locations in Helena that have reported 
paranormal activity include the Windbag Saloon, 
the Myrna Loy Center, the Kleinschmidt House, 
the Brantley House, the Christmas Gift Evans 
House, Montana Fish, Parks and Wildlife Center, 
and the Totem House.

Ellen Baumler, historian and author of sever-
al books on haunted Montana, acts as the guide 
on a Haunted Train Tour with Last Chance 
Tours in Helena during late October. The train 
visits other haunted sites such as Reeder’s Al-
ley and Benton Avenue Cemetery among many 
others. Call (406) 442-1003 for tickets.

BOULDER HOT 
SPRINGS INN

31 Hot Springs Road, Boulder

The inn dates to 1881, predating Montana’s 
statehood. The location of the hotel has histori-
cally made it a place where miners, ranchers and 
businessmen could all encounter one another 
while taking advantage of the hot springs and 
lodging facilities.

Visitors can still encounter some of the hotel’s 
former guests. The most famous of these phan-
toms, Simone, is said to be the ghost of a pros-
titute who was murdered at the hotel. While the 
legend is not substantiated, visitors and staff con-
tinue to report strange experiences such as wild 
temperature shifts, strange energies and the sound 
of children running through the halls.

COPPER KING 
MANSION 

219 West Granite Street, Butte

In the late 1800s the mansion was home to 
future U.S. Senator W. A. Clark. In later times 
it was a home to Catholic nuns. Reports of para-
normal activity abound at the mansion. The game 
room is reportedly haunted by a chilling presence 
that keeps the room around 55 degrees, even in 
hot months when the rest of the house is warm. 
The old chapel is also supposedly haunted by a 
warm spirit; a “light colored spirit that floats and 
moves around” is also found in the basement and 
first floor hallway. Reports also indicate doors 
throughout the entire building open and close and 
lock and unlock themselves. It is said that Clark 
himself haunts the place and is the reason for 
mysterious shadows and cold spots but the pres-
ence is reported to be friendly rather than hostile.

HENNESSEY 
MANSION

Park Street at Excelsior Avenue, Butte

At the turn of the century, the department store 
owner D.J. Hennessy built his home in Butte. 
Since his ownership, the house has been used as a 
dorm and a fraternity house on the Montana Tech 
campus. Over the years, students have reportedly 
encountered the ghost of Hennessy himself, per-
haps keeping a fatherly eye on the young men and 
women who have used his dream mansion as a 
boarding facility and a fraternity over the years. 
Usually he is found in the kitchen or on the stairs 
to the basement and in the basement gym.

MOUNT MORIAH 
CEMETERY

2415 South Montana Street, Butte

The ghost of a man in a wheelchair has of-
ten been seen at this historic cemetery. In 1973, 
two police officers documented an apparition 
that wheeled itself through the locked gates at 
the front entrance to the graveyard. The officers 
even ran over to the gate to see if whoever it was 
needed help. Not only had the wheelchair-bound 
spirit disappeared but they found no sign of him 
and no wheelchair tracks in the snow. Since then, 
others have reported seeing the same ghost in a 
wheelchair in different parts of the cemetery.

DUMAS BROTHEL 
MUSEUM

45 East Mercury Street, Butte

Something malevolent may lurk inside what 
was once the longest-running bordello in the 
state. During a robbery in 2005, the thieves were 
apparently startled by something and fled in a 
hurry, leaving boxes of loot on the floor. Former 
owner Rudy Giecek claimed that the Dumas was 
haunted by the ghost of Elinore Knott. Ms. Knott 
committed suicide in an upstairs room at the Du-
mas in 1955. A local newspaper account said Ms. 
Knott was to be taken away from the brothel by 
her lover but when he never showed up, she com-
mitted suicide. The museum and its suitcase-car-
rying ghost were the feature of Travel Channel’s 
“Ghost Adventures.” The museum is owned by a 
husband-and-wife team of amateur ghost hunters 
from Forsyth and limited tours are still offered. 
For more information, visit www.dumas-brothel.
com. The website features video from recent 
paranormal investigations.

MAI WAH BUILDING
17 West Mercury Street, Butte

This historic building is a testament to the 
thriving Chinese community in Butte during the 
1930s. An angry ghost is said to inhabit the build-
ing, attacking people and pushing them down 
flights of stairs. Some visitors and employees 
swear to have seen a dark apparition staring down 
at them from the upper floors of the building.

Additional sites in Butte include the Club 
Thirteen Bar, Butte Silver Bow Archives, 
Rockwood Speakeasy, the Clark Chateau, Old 
Butte Historic Adventures Building, and the 
World Museum of Mining. Spooks and Spir-
its offers “Haunting Tours” and “Haunted 
Trolley Tours” in Butte through October. Call 
(406)723-3177 for availability. Bozeman Para-
normal will also be hosting a “Ghost Hunt” at 
the Clark Chateau in Butte on November 1, 
2019. Call (406) 580-8855 for further informa-
tion.
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SILVER BOW 
COURTHOUSE,

155 West Granite Street, Butte

For almost a hundred years, the ghost of Miles 
Fuller has been seen repeatedly at the courthouse. 
Most of the incidents reportedly occur under the 
county jail at the rear of the building. On May 18, 
1906 Fuller was hanged in the yard behind the jail 
for killing a fellow prospector. When Fuller’s cof-
fin was placed on the funeral wagon, an inexpli-
cable  sound of crashing thunder was heard. Wit-
nesses took the sound as a sure sign of the man’s 
innocence and now many claim Fuller haunts the 
place where justice did not serve him fairly. 

GRANT KOHRS 
RANCH

266 Warren Lane, Deer Lodge

The Grant-Kohrs Ranch National Historic 
Site, created in 1972, commemorates the Western 
cattle industry from its 1850s inception through 
recent times. The original ranch was established 
in 1862 by a Canadian fur trader, Johnny Grant, 
along the banks of the Clark Fork river. The 
ranch was later expanded by a cattle baron, Con-
rad Kohrs and is maintained today as a working 
ranch by the National Park Service. Paranormal 
encounters run the gamut at the ranch, with many 
reporting the diverse experiences they have had 
on the property.

Matt Connor, a ranger on the property, once re-
ported a mysterious Halloween experience where 
a door, that he guarantees had been padlocked, 
was opened. Upon further inspection he heard 
voices and from the conversation he discerned it 
was nothing more than a couple of cowboys in 
the grain storage area. Although he could hear the 
men filling a bucket, there was no grain and no 
people to be found.

Another ranger, Lyndel Meikel, reported that 
after a long week of exhausting shifts she had 
sat on the stairs of the old house. As she sat, her 
senses were overcome by a strong scent of lav-
ender (the same faint scent found in the draw-
ers of Augusta Kohrs’ dresser) that enveloped 
and calmed her. Augusta was a very refined lady 
who loved classical music. Anyone who attempts 
to play more modern music on her parlor piano 
receives an almost instantaneous sensation of ice 
cold hands. Others reports include an alarm going 
off by itself, the voice of a small child, and an 
unexplained handprint on a mirror.

OLD MONTANA 
PRISON

1104 Main Street, Deer Lodge

The Old Montana prison was built in the late 
1800s using convict labor and was used until late 
1979. Many people have felt an evil, threatening 
presence in the gallows room of the prison and 
people have even been pushed up the stairs when 
trying to leave the room.

The Old Montana Prison has a long history 
of paranormal activity and is the site of frequent 
ghost hunting expeditions.

OPERA HOUSE 
THEATRE

140 South Sansome Street, Philipsburg

Patrons of the theater at the Philipsburg Op-
era House, built in 1891 as the McDonald Opera 
House, have described having their hair pulled by 
invisible hands and feeling inexplicable cold sen-
sations. Some even claim to have seen full-bodied 
apparitions in dark areas of the theater. A phan-
tom face has also reportedly materialized inside 
an empty lighting booth during productions.

f you’re looking to get terrified this Hal-
loween season, and to feel that eerie chilling 
sensation on the back of your neck, you need 
look no further than the Old Montana State 

Prison in Deer Lodge. Here, those fascinated by 
the paranormal can experience a hands-on inves-
tigation hosted by Ghost Hunts USA. Much more 
than a haunted house, this close-up with the su-
pernatural offers an unforgettable interface with 
the spirit world.

“Ghosts have a story to tell,” says Pam Crisci, 
location coordinator and lead investigator for 
Ghost Hunts. “They are there for a reason. They 
are there to speak up. Some want to hold a con-
versation.”

Crisci is a psychic medium who first crossed 
paths with Tyler Evans, Ghost Hunts USA owner, 
one year ago. The organization will conduct para-
normal investigations in the Old Montana Prison 
– which was operational for over as century, from 
1871 to 1979 – led by two to four organizers. 

Typically, about 30 participants attend each 
event, Crisci says, but the event is not capped. 
The investigation takes place on the evening of 
Friday, October 11, through the night from sunset 
to sunrise.

During the event, participants experience 
events such as shadow walking, being touched, 
hearing footsteps and voices, and have emotions 
transferred onto them by resident spirits – often 
including anger and rage. “Spirits can even affect 
personality and emotions, making you angry and 
sad, sick or nauseous,” Crisci explains. “The body 
is the best equipment you can use.”

When participants arrive, they are broken into 
groups, shown how to use equipment such as 
electromagnetic field detectors, which pick up en-
ergy fields the spirits give off; REM pods (trigger-
objects that have to be touched to go off); spirit 
boxes that spirits can speak through via radio 
frequencies; temperature readers and Sony voice 
recorders that gather electronic voice phenomena; 
and laser grids that show shadows and motion de-
tectors.

Next, they rotate to different parts of the build-
ing in groups, and test their hands at using the 
equipment as they explore. A crowd favorite is 
responsive knocking, where participants rap out 
a pattern and often receive a response. “You have 
to experience it to understand it,” Crisci insists.

A highlight of the hunt is the chance to go up to 
the State Prison “death tower,” an area not gener-
ally open to the public. The prison was the scene 
of one of America’s most notorious prison riots in  
1959, when two hardened criminals – Jerry Miles 
and Lee Smart took numerous hostages, killed 
Deputy Warden Ted Rothe and took the prison 
under siege for over 36 hours. When finally cor-
nered, Miles and Smart either killed each other or 
committed suicide; both were found dead shortly 
after they shot a bazooka into the tower, which 
burst into the wall.

At Deer Lodge, the Ghost Hunts’ organization 
utilizes four buildings that are all part of the Old 
Montana State Prison – the administration build-
ing, known for historic murders; two penitentiary 
areas that hold the main cells, for maximum se-
curity and for the general population; the death 
tower; and the auditorium, which houses a travel-
ing gallows, once used for hangings. Some par-
ticipants are lucky enough to visit what is known 
as “Siberia,” which had no heat, and was freezing 
cold in the winter, as well as “the hole.”

The current site was the first Territorial Prison 
in the western part of the United States, and was 
constructed by convict labor in the 1800s. Sand-
stone walls that stand 24-feet high, and are buried 
4 feet underground to prevent escape, surround 
the structure. Long before the 1959 event, the 
prison was notorious for its poor conditions and 
difficult inmates.

Today the Old Prison grounds form an inter-
esting a historic monument, one that houses five 

unique museums within its walls. The paranormal 
investigations Crisci’s group hosts in Deer Lodge 
help enhance the state historical commission’s 
mission to educate the public on the remarkable 
historic events that occurred there.

Ghost Hunts USA now has 29 such locations 
across the country, including the Idaho Reforma-
tory and Infirmary and the old Idaho State Tuber-
culosis Hospital in Gooding, the Missouri State 
Penitentiary, the West Virginia State Penitentiary, 
the Ohio State Reformatory and the Abbey Mon-
astery in Cañon City, Colorado.

“We privately hire haunted locations all over 
the country that are deemed to be haunted,” Crisci 
explains. Locales include hotels and asylums, 
manors and mansions, penitentiaries and infirma-
ries, as well as ships. The company’s team of four 
are all experienced investigators, and are creden-
tialed psychics and mediums. The group accom-
panies participants on their investigation through 
the night at every event.

In their second year of operation in Montana, 
Ghost Hunts USA hosts two hands-on paranormal 
events in Deer Lodge this season, one last month 
and a second coming up in October. Their efforts 
bring in funds that help with maintenance and re-
pairs at the Old Montana State Prison. 

Old Montana Prison in the 1940s (above) 

MONTANA GHOST HUNTS: 

Location:  Old Montana State Prison
1106 Main Street, Deer Lodge, MT 59722.
Dates and Time:  Oct. 11-12, 9 p.m. – 7 a.m.
Cost: $129
What to bring: Participants should bring a phone 
to take video, photos and record voices, warm 
clothing, and a flashlight. Snacks provided – 
chips, coffee, water, soda.
Contact: www.ghosthuntsusa.com
Phone: (866) 313-4592 

—Jessica FlaMManG

GHOST HUNTS USA:
OLD MONTANA PRISON

I
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MISSOULA 
CHILDREN’S 

THEATRE
200 North Adams Street, Missoula

A friendly spirit named “George” is said to 
haunt this theatre. Although the activity reported 
resembles the work of a “poltergeist” throwing 
storyboards and making loud noises, the entity 
is also reported to be helpful to performers, even 
supposedly whispering the page number to a pia-
nist who lost her place during a recital.

UNIVERSITY OF 
MONTANA

University Avenue, Missoula

One of the spookiest tales on campus comes 
from the old Fine Arts Theater building where a 
construction worker supposedly died on the job. 
During several performances of an unlucky pro-
duction of “Macbeth” in the 1970s,  terrifying 
screams were heard coming from the back of the 
theater. On the night of dress rehearsal, the entire 
set collapsed. On opening night, the fog machine 
broke and actors literally fell off the stage. 

The namesake of Jannette Rankin Hall, Mon-
tana’s first congresswoman, supposedly hosts 
ghostly “phantom” classes that can be overheard 
from time to time. Objects have also been seen 
moving as if forcefully thrown and abruptly stop-
ping mid-air during indoor renovation projects.

Although pets are not allowed in Brantley Hall, 
many have seen the ghost of a German shepherd 
roaming the halls. Brantley Hall is also home to a 
spectral woman who haunts the basement. Leg-
end holds that the student committed suicide af-
ter her family lost their ranch in the stock market 
crash of 1929. 

In the oldest building on campus, Main Hall, 
custodians, workers and employees say they have 
witnessed a variety of spooky phenomena: cold 
but clanging radiators, ghostly knocking and the 
image of a dark-haired lady in the mirror of a 
women’s restroom. One janitor said every time 
he played a tape of The Rolling Stones, the re-
corder would abruptly turn off, while any other 
music seemed to play without incident. Although 
some even report rattling chains in floors above 
them, most agree the spooks in Main Hall are be-
nevolent.

HOUSE OF 
SCREAMS

319 South Fifth Street West, Missoula

Near the University, a Victorian home once 
nicknamed “The House of Screams” gained no-
toriety some time ago as Missoula’s most haunted 
home. Dubbed “a spirited Victorian charmer” in 
1986, the house’s first 50 years were quite un-
eventful in terms of hauntings. Built in 1899, it was 
home to an early Missoula family before a widow 
named Elizabeth Scheuch purchased the property 
to be closer to her son. Elizabeth, her daughter-
in-law and her grandson, all died in the home and 
the property was passed through a few more own-
ers until being acquired by the Zakos family, who 
raised eight children in the home. In 1946 three of 
the house’s inhabitants first heard screams, shrieks 
and a woman’s voice. The fire department, police 
and even electricians were called in to assess the 
sounds to no avail. Finally, the Zakos family al-
lowed a minister to perform an exorcism on the 
poltergeist in 1956 and the screams were never 
heard again. However, one of the Zakos children, 
Mary, remained in the house for most of her life 
and published numerous demonic pornographic 
stories in confessional magazines including “Vir-
gin Sacrifice: Satan Was My Sex Teacher.” She 

claimed a presence lived in a second story bed-
room and saw handwritten numbers and names on 
a wall. Eventually, she took a lethal dose of drugs 
and died in the house. In 1998, new orders pur-
chased the property and built a “spirit house” next 
to the home for the displaced spirits to live. 

FORT MISSOULA
Fort Missoula Road, Missoula

Stories of hauntings and history at Fort Mis-
soula and the WWII Internment Camp range from 
a Bicycle Corps ghost to missing objects and a 
“Slender Clown” figure.  

MISSOULA   HAUNTS

Other haunts in Missoula include The Keep 
Restaurant where the spirit of Edith Greenough 
supposedly stayed on to haunt the property af-
ter the original structure burned; the Oxford Bar 
where a trio of ghost cowboys have engaged pa-
trons in conversation, and Hellgate High School 
where a paranormal investigation turned up an 
eerie recording of a child calling its mother.

DALY MANSION
251 Eastside Highway, Hamilton

Staff, visitors and even school children have 
witnessed unexplainable phenomena at the man-
sion for years. The ghost of Mrs. Maragret Daly, 
who died at the mansion, still reportedly watches 
over the 25-bedroom house, leaving the scent of 
roses in her spectral wake.  

Despite her benevolence, Mrs. Daly has ap-
parently not taken kindly to the re-positioning of 
some of her art work and some force continued 
to move the painting titled “Musicale” until the 
painting was returned to its original place. 

Strange lights, sounds, smells, and moving ob-
jects have all been reported at the site. Mr. and 
Mrs. Daly seem to have stuck around the prop-
erty. His cigar smoke can sometimes be smelled 
by visitors, and Mrs. Daly’s spirit has been seen in 
the second floor hallway.

RAVALLI COUNTY 
MUSEUM

205 Bedford Street, Hamilton

Old newspaper accounts tell of a recurring 
phantom train that ran along a track between 
Hamilton and Grantsdale. The Ravalli Museum 
building, which served for many years as the Rav-
alli County Courthouse and Jail, also has a history 
of occurrences that defy explanation.

A grisly past haunts the basement of the build-
ing, where a child murderer was to be put to death 
by hanging in the early 1900s. The criminal tried 
to hang himself in his cell but did not succeed. 
Instead, a group of townspeople lynched the man 
on a crosspiece of an electric light pole in front of 
the Ravalli Hotel. 

Several paranormal investigations have been 
conducted over the years at the Museum, includ-
ing annual Halloween events for the general pub-
lic where a wide variety of paranormal activity 
has been recorded. Many of these investigations 
are documented at www.ravallimuseum.org.

On October 16 and 26, 2019, the Ravalli 
County Museum offers two evidence-gathering 
events done in the dark with flashlights, special 
ghost-hunting equipment, and a local intuitive. 
Private tours are also available. It should be 
noted that due to the terrifying nature of this 
experience, it is not suitable for children under 
14. Contact the Museum at (406)363-3338 for 
more details.

BEARMOUTH 
GHOST TOWN 

32 miles Southeast of Missoula on I-90.

Bearmouth was a trading post for the placer 
mining camps of Beartown, Garnet and Coloma, 
located in the hills north of Bearmouth in Granite 
County. On the property where the remains of the 
general store now stand, there was an old hotel 
and a man dressed in an old-fashioned black coat 
has often been seen running behind the old store 
and directly to the hillside before he disappears. 
The man is thought to be the former owner of the 
hotel that once stood upon the spot.

GARNET GHOST 
TOWN

30 Miles East of Missoula on Highway 200

Ghost-hunting is a popular activity at one one 
of the state’s best preserved ghost towns. One of 
the most haunted buildings is Kelly’s Saloon and 
the adjacent bank building. Sounds of ghostly 
piano music and laughter are reportedly heard 
there even in the dead of winter when only one 
individual may be present in the town.

Caretakers also report hearing unexplained 
footsteps in the old Wells Hotel, as well as doors 
shutting in places where no doors are present. Vis-
itors to Garnet will definitely see mining shafts, 
ventilation systems, and railroad tracks left aban-
doned high in the mountains and maybe even the 
spirits of miners who abandoned the town in the 
1940s when the mine went bust.

Garnet was one of the last great placer discov-
eries in Montana and one of the richest. Garnet 
is actually named for the dark red, semi-precious 
stones found in the area, but gold and silver were 
the real haul. In one of the gulches, a gold nugget 
weighing 32 ounces was once found. One expla-
nation for Garnet’s hauntings is actually related to 
the area’s geological composition. The theory is 
that the quartz and other minerals, combined with 
long, metal shafts create a “radio receiver effect.”  

Several reputable caretakers, a handful of 
guests and at least one dog seem to have had some 
pretty extraordinary experiences. Along with 
ghostly music and party sounds, many visitors 
and caretakers have seen figures walking in the 
town, only to see them disappear to nothingness. 
As Garnet is remote and many of these happen-
ings have taken place during winter months when 
snow shoes, snowmobiles and cross-country skis 
are the only means of transportation, eyewitness-
es are often thoroughly convinced of the paranor-
mal activity. 

Brave ghost hunters can rent a winter cabin 
from the Bureau of Land Management and 
conduct their own independent investigations 
at Garnet Ghost Town. For the Cabin Rental 
Program call the Missoula branch of the BLM 
at (406) 329-3914. E

SUPERNATURAL
MONTANA



The monthly calendar is a sampling of events
and activities across the state. Please send
updates to: info@montanapress.net. 

Tuesday, October 1
Billings                                                 
Writer’s Circle, open session on first Tuesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m., Second Floor Conference room, 
Billings Public Library, 243-6022
Poetry Open Mic Night, 5:30 p.m., This House of 
Books, Billings, 534-1133
Helena                                                 
Tom Susanj, folk, 6 p.m., Broadwater Hot Springs, 
Helena, 443-5777
Missoula                                               
Traditional Irish Music, 6 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
John Floridis, folk/rock, 6 p.m., Rumour Restaurant, 
Missoula, 549-7575

Wednesday, October 2
Billings                                                 
“Someday I’d Write This Down,” and “Earth-
blood & Star-shine,” reading/signing with author 
Lowell Jaeger, 5:30 p.m., This House of Books, 
Billings, 534-1133
Vulnerable/Maraud, experimental, 9 p.m., Kirk’s 
Grocery, Billings, (503) 209-2394
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
The Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 5:30 p.m., 
Bridger Brewing, Bozeman, 587-2124
“Bulls, Bruises and Brotherhood: Stories of a 
Rodeo Bullfighter,” lecture with Ray Ansotegi, 
7 p.m., Park Photo, Livingston, 222-4184
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 7:30 p.m. 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Bar IX Comedy Open Mic, 8:30 p.m., Bar IX, 
Bozeman, 551-2185
Helena                                                 
Cow Tipping Comedy, comedy show, 6:30 p.m., 
Lewis and Clark Brewing Tap Room, 
Helena, 442-5960
Missoula                                               
“Montana Quick Facts,” reading/signing with 
author Josh Quick, 7 p.m., Fact and Fiction Books, 
Missoula, 721-2881

Thursday, October 3
Statewide                                            
Rhythm and Ramble Quarter, jazz/swing, 7 p.m., 
MonDak Heritage Center, Sidney, 433-3500
Billings                                                 
Anna Paige and Shane De Leon, experimental, 
7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, Billings, (503) 209-2394
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Open Range, country, 5 p.m., Sage Lodge, Pray, 
(855) 400-0505
John Henry and The Wrecking Ball, Americana, 
8 p.m., Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
Lena Marie Schiffer, Americana, 8 p.m., Burn Box, 
Rialto, Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Dirty Revival, soul, Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
Christy Hays, alt-country, 5:30 p.m., Snow Hop 
Brewery, Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
“Ishmael,” live performance, 7:30 p.m., Myrna Loy 
Theater, Helena, 443-0287
Great Falls                                           
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy, Great 
Falls, 952-0393
Missoula                                               
Dirtwire, Americana, 8 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980
Red Feather Tribe, sludgegrass, 9 p.m., The 
Badlander, 549-0235

Friday, October 4
Billings                                                 
“Let Me In: A Japanese American Woman 
Crashes the Corporate Club,” reading/signing with 
author Elaine Koyama, 5:30 p.m., This House of 
Books, Billings, 534-1133
“The Jungle Book,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., NOVA 
Center, Billings, 591-9535
“God Help Us!” stage play starring Ed Asner, 7:30 
p.m., Billings Studio Theatre, Billings, 248-1141
Sawyer Brown, country, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
“Art of Comedy,” with Charlie Mukluk, comedy 
show, 9 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, Billings, (503) 209-2394
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Johnny Dango, rock, 7 p.m., Pine Creek Café, 
Livingston, 222-3628
Tom Kirwan, folk/country, 7 p.m., Norris 
Hot Springs, 685-3303
Downtime, rock/funk, Chico Hot 
Springs Saloon, 333-4933
Cubongo, salsa, 9 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
“Conversations on Climate Stress” with 
author Gary Ferguson, 4 p.m., Bozeman 
Public Library, 582-2400
Cadence, groove, 8:30 p.m., Rialto, 
Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Proxima Parida, rock, 8 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
“Heathers,” musical theatre, 8 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
Helena                                                 
Marbin, jazz fusion, Lewis and Clark Brewing, 7 p.m., 
Helena, 442-5960
Mojo Revue, blues, 7:30 p.m., The Rathskeller, 
Helena, 442-5980
Great Falls                                           
“Grinnell: America’s Environmental Pioneer 
and his Restless Drive to Save the West,” 
reading/signing with author John Taliaferro, 7 p.m., 
Cassiopeia Books, Great Falls, 315-1515
Fiddler’s First Friday, jam/bluegrass, Celtic 
Cowboy, Great Falls, 952-0393
Run It Up Tour, hip-hop, 9 p.m., Back Alley Pub, 
Great Falls, 762-9300
Missoula                                               
Aran Buzzas, singer/songwriter, 5 p.m., Phillipsburg 
Brewing Company, Phillipsburg, 859-2739
Collapsing Stars, neo-folk, 6 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
Dirty Revival, soul/funk, 10:15 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Saturday, October 5

Statewide                                            
Rob Quist, country, 7 p.m., MonDak Heritage Center, 
Sidney, 433-3500
Billings                                                 
“God Help Us!” stage play starring Ed Asner, 2 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m., Billings Studio Theatre, 
Billings, 248-1141
Proxima Parida, rock, 6 p.m., Yellowstone Valley 
Brewing, Billings, 245-0918
“The Jungle Book,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., NOVA 
Center, Billings, 591-9535
Swarmfest with Night In At Tiananmens, grunge/
mathcore, 8 p.m., Pub Station, Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“With a Little Help from My Friends,” Beatles 
tribute with Eric Funk and over 40 regional musicians, 
3 p.m., Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
Dan Henry, one-man band, 5:30 p.m., Katabatic 
Brewing, Livingston, 333-3855
Jeffrey Foucault, Americana/country, 8:30 p.m., The 
Attic, Livingston, 222-6106
Tom Catmull’s Last Resort, rock/pop, 9 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
www.twang, country, Chico Hot 
Springs Saloon, 333-4933
Doublewide Dreams Duo, country, 7 p.m., Old 
Saloon, Emigrant, 333-4482
Pleased from the Quiet, folk, 7 p.m., Norris Hot 
Springs, 685-3303
Marbin, jazz fusion, 8 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
“Heathers,” musical theatre, 8 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
Helena                                                 
Collapsing Stars, neo-folk, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
Great Falls                                           
“Love that Dog,” stage play, Montana Repertory 
Theater, 1 p.m., Great Falls Public Library, 453-0349
“Legends” with the Great Falls Symphony, 
classical, 7:30 p.m., Great Falls Symphony, 453-4102
Whiskey Revival, country, 9 p.m., Alumni Club, 
Great Falls, 952-4471
Butte                                                     
The Sundogs, folkgrass,8 p.m., Finlen Hotel, 
Butte, 723-5461
Missoula                                               
Crypticollider, psych rock, 10:15 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980
Brook Pridemore, alt/indie, 9 p.m., Ole Beck VFW 
Post 209, Missoula, 728-7749

Sunday, October 6
Billings                                                 
“The Jungle Book,” stage play, 2 p.m., NOVA 
Center, Billings, 591-9535
“God Help Us!” stage play starring Ed Asner, 2 p.m., 
Billings Studio Theatre, Billings, 248-1141
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Sundae and Mr. Goessl, vintage swing, 7 p.m., 
Bozeman Hot Springs, 586-6492
Paul Lee Kupfer, singer/songwriter, 7 p.m., Norris 
Hot Springs, 685-3303
“Heathers,” musical theatre, 3 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737

Monday, October 7
Billings                                                 
Lucero, Southern rock, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Bluegrass Jam, Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m., 
Livingston, 333-3855
Love is Dog from Nebraska, songwriter, 5 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
Improv on the Verge, comedy, 7 p.m., Verge 
Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960

Tuesday, October 8
Billings                                                 
“Land of Wolves,” reading/signing with author Craig 
Johnson, 5:30 p.m., This House of Books, 
Billings, 534-1133
White Reaper, rock, 6 p.m., Yellowstone Valley 
Brewing, Billings, 245-0918
“Haunted Montana” reading/signing with author 
Karen Stevens, 7 p.m., Billings Library, 657-8258
Riot Ten, electronic, 9 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Lucero, Southern rock, 7 p.m., Pine Creek Café, 
Livingston, 222-3628
Sundae and Mr. Goessl, vintage jazz, 8 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
Helena                                                 
String Beings, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729
Acoustic Roll, folk, 6 p.m., Broadwater Hot Springs, 
Helena, 443-5777
Missoula                                               
Traditional Irish Music, 6 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
Dan Henry, one-man band, 6 p,m., Rumour 
Restaurant, Missoula, 549-7575

Montana Press Monthly • Page 14 • October 2019

GARY FERGUSON IN BOZEMAN
Oct. 4 - Bozeman Library 

Join award winning science author 
Gary Ferguson and socio-cultural and 
developmental psychologist, Mary M. 
Clare, Ph.D. for frank and practical 

conversation on the fear and 
confusion arising with climate change 
in “Conversations on Climate Stress.”

WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE CALENDAR LISTINGS
Billings Bozeman Helena Great Falls Butte Missoula & More

GREAT FALLS SYMPHONY: LEGENDS
Oct. 5 - Mansfield Center - Great Falls

The Symphony kicks off its 61st 
season with tales of myth and magic 
in “Legends.” Benjamin Hodson, 2019 
winner of the Montana Association 
of Symphony Orchestra’s statewide 

competition, takes the stage to perform 
Kabalevsky’s Piano Concerto No. 3.

SWARMFEST IN BILLINGS
Oct. 5 - Pub Station - Billings

SwarmFest is an annual suicide-
awareness music festival/silent 

auction compiled of local artists/
bands held in honor of Billings 

musicians Dan LaMere and Shayden 
Nelson, who passed away in 2017 
and 2019. All profits from the silent 

auction are donated to the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention.
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ndependence is Martin Sexton’s strength.
Since his college years crooning on the 

streets of Harvard Square to his debut of 
self-produced demo recordings and beyond, 
he has prevailed largely on his own. 

“I love being an independent musician,” 
says Sexton. “Right now, I own my own label, 
and even when I was at Atlantic Records I had 
a lot of say on approvals, and there was no one 
breathing down my neck. I’m not beholden 
to any format, company or corporation. With 
music, it wouldn’t be fun if I didn’t decide to 
do it.”

Diversity is Sexton’s medium for walk-
ing through this world. He eats, sleeps and 
doles out several blends of American music, 
including soul, gospel, country, rock, blues 
and rhythm and blues. His elastic vocal range, 
improvisation, scat-singing guitar solos, and 
‘fingerstyle’ guitar-picking cushion his range.

“I’ve never had a complaint that my records 
were too diverse,” says Sexton. “I don’t per-
sonally enjoy records that do just one thing. 
I’m not the kind of person who could do just 
one thing for 40 minutes on a record. Look at 
‘Abbey Road’ by the Beatles, and how that 
floated from style to style, and look at some 
other albums that are diverse. I enjoy that. My 
music is like a trip across America.”

And that trip has been a bountiful one since 
Sexton released his first record, “Black Sheep” 
in 1996. Decades later, he has broken through 
the clutter with word-of-mouth blessings and 
a never-ending flurry of touring. From New 
York City coffeehouses to sticky-floored Mid-
western dives and Los Angeles theatres of the 
posh and connected, Sexton has stopped at 
establishments as diverse as the timbre of his 
tune. He equates smaller with purer.

“I love places like the Top Hat,” said Sex-
ton, speaking of the Missoula club where 
he’s performed many times. “The Top Hat is 
jammed, it’s cool, and it is an intimate venue. 
You really get to the very essence of the show 
– the essence of the musician. You can hear 

him whisper. You can see him sweat. Hear his 
breath.” 

If it’s true that Sexton’s independence and 
freedom can only exist in the following of 
what feels right, then the reigning intimacy 
of a place such as Missoula’s Top Hat plays a 
part; it supplies a touch of special that allows a 
musician such as Sexton to burn the set list and 
embrace the raw and palpable.

“The music I play all depends on the night,” 
said Sexton. “It depends on the crowd, the 
vibe, and those things create the set list. People 
call out tunes, which is amazing. You can play 
a song that you haven’t played in years, or one 
that maybe you play every single night. If I’m 
at a festival that has a set time, I can contrive 
it. But at a place like the Top Hat, you have the 
ability to whip out a tune that is more intimate 
or more personal. You go from something that 
is not up-tempo or something than can get peo-
ple rockin’ with the base, or then turn down the 
volume and sing a folk song.”

Sexton launched his own label, KTR, in 
2002. The musician says that communication 
as an artist is a constant balancing act, juggling 
the conflicting needs for intimacy and inde-
pendence. To survive in the musical world, he 
knows that he has to act in performance with 
others, but to survive as himself, rather than 
merely as a component in a wheel, he has to 
operate alone.

Indeed, alone is where Sexton may be found 
and heard on stage, mature with talent, a voice 
transported in a multiplicity of empowering 
shades, his songs spirited, organic and soulful. 
His repertoire is like a cross-country expedi-
tion of the American music lexicon. His tales 
about life and its various schemes and dreams 
are both hopeful and elegiac, his unaffected 
gusto amplifying the harmony of a simple 
heart.

“It seems to be the hip thing these days to 
unplug, grab some fiddles, mandolins, banjos, 
grow a beard and wear flannels,” said Sexton. 
“But I’ve always been acoustic playing live. 
My school is old rock-and-roll. and I never 
knew what a folk musician was. All said, I 
love my Gibson J50, and I never pander to the 
audience.”

Sexton’s success shouldn’t be measured in 
billboard charts or independent music awards, 
but by the strength of the solo live gigs he de-
livers coast-to-coast. He is a man who as long 
as he is living his own way is as content as 
anybody on earth. That sense of security is a 
naturally addicting exercise in full-throttle ex-
ertion. He’s well aware of the damage one bad 
night could do to his reputation. Preparing like 
the professional he is, he treats every night as 
if it alone is what will cement his reputation. 
Empty his heart, he must.

“I leave it all on the stage,” said Sexton. “It’s 
an athletic and physical performance for me. 
I’m drenched in sweat and I don’t speak after 
the shows to let my vocals rest. Six different 
cities in a week is tough on the vocal cords. 
But I leave everything I have out there.” E

—Brian D’aMBrosio

Sexton plays Tues., Oct. 15 at the  The Great 
Northern Bar & Grill in  Whitefish, Wed., Oct. 
16  The Wilma in Missoula and Thurs, Oct. 17 
at The Ellen Theatre in Bozeman. 

OUT & ABOUT
I

SINGER-SONGWRITER MARTIN SEXTON PLAYS 
TRIO OF MONTANA SHOWS ON FALL TOUR

This listing of Montana Farmers Markets 
is compiled from a comprehensive list of 

Montana’s farmer’s markets available from 
agr.mt.gov from the Montana 

Department of Agriculture. 

END OF SEASON!
A few markets continue through October 
and offer fresh produce, crafts  and more. 
The following listing is for markets in the 

Montana Press distribution area.

Billings Healthy by Design 
Gardeners’ Market 

Thursdays, June 13 to October 3, 
4:30  p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

South Park, 651-6403 

Butte Farmers Market
Saturdays, May 18 to October 5 8 

a.m. to 1 p.m.
West Park Street, 497-6464 

Glasgow Red Rock Plaza 
Farmers Market

Saturdays, July 7 to Oct. 27
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

213 1st Ave South, 263-7822

Glendive Saturday 
Farmers Market

Saturdays, June 1 to Oct. 12
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

313 S. Merrill, 939-1482 

Great Falls Saturday 
Farmers Market

Saturdays, June 1 to Oct. 26
7:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

2 Park Drive, 761-3881 

Helena Summer
Farmers Market 

Saturdays, April 26 to Oct. 25
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Fuller Avenue, 437-1855

Kalispell Farmers Market
Saturdays, May 4 to Oct. 12

9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Flathead Valley Community 

College, 881-4078

Laurel Farmers Market
Every Day, April 20 to Oct. 31 10 

a.m. to 6 p.m.
2505 US-212, 690-5021 

Miles City Community
Farmers Market

Saturdays, June 16 to Oct. 27
8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Riverside Park, 234-1639

Missoula Farmers’ Market
Saturdays, May 24 to Oct. 26

8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Downtown Missoula, 274-3042 

Missoula Clark Fork Market
Saturdays, May 24 to Oct. 26

8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
225 S Pattee St., 396-0593 

MONTANA
FARMER’S
MARKETS
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entire era almost totally defined by the honky-
tonking, the cheating, the crying in your beer. 
That divide continues.” 

Bradshaw is one of the most visible 
representations of Western music in Montana. 
Open Range, The High Country Cowboys, 
and Wylie & The Wild West would most 
likely be the genre’s other top ambassadors 
under the Big Sky. The drawback of such a 
distinction, she said, is that her featured art 
form maintains a dwindling listenership base 
that has become too small and specialized.

“I’ve been in the Western genre going into 
my eleventh year professionally, and I just 
did a new project called ‘Between a Horse 
and Me,’ and it’s probably the last set of 
Western songs that I have on the shelf, and the 
last to see the light of recording. I’m going 
to transition away from that. I will always 
incorporate it, and the originals will always be 
in the shows, but I am planning to move into a 
different direction.”

Almeda and her husband are in the fund 
raising stages of their own chapter of an 
equine-assisted psychotherapy program called 
Herd 2 Human; the blanket goal of Herd 2 

Human, she says, is to aid the recovery 
process of people who have suffered trauma in 
their lives.

“I’ve been an independent artist from the 
beginning,” explains Bradshaw. “But you can 
only do so much for so long and still keep 
advancing. I am transitioning away from 
doing it all myself, and I’m building a team to 
help me do bigger shows. That’s together with 
Herd 2 Human, as the primary fund raiser for 
the nonprofit. I hope to bring the show into 
small theatres, such as the Babcock or the 
Wilma.”  

Single-mindedness is not a path forward 
anymore for Almeda. She realizes that the 
appeal of the Western dance hall has dropped 
off, and those buildings and venues that once 
served as Western or country ballrooms now 
accept more popular forms of dance music.

“Even in Billings, the western niche just 
isn’t there,” Bradshaw says.  “Billings is 
relatively blue-collar and industrial, and the 
people are really into the blues and rock, 
and there are very few people in the younger 
generations who are attuned to Western 
music.”

While Almeda says that her sound and style 
won’t ever completely split from the Western 
roots she holds close, she is unshakable 
that the future of her music must and will 
develop. It won’t be drastic – she won’t be 
donning and shedding musical guises. She 
will, however, be adding a couple of different 
darts to her quiver. 

“I’m not giving up playing Western music, 
but at heart I’m an old rocker from the 1960s 
and 1970s. I’ll be working with the band 
called Mojo, and, as a trio, we hope to take 
Gene Autry songs and electrify him. It’ll 
have the feeling that’s upbeat and rocky and 
a contemporary sound to those songs. I’ve 
always been pegged as a cowgirl country 
singer, but I’m way more eclectic than that.” E

—Brian D’aMBrosio

C

OUT & ABOUT
A WESTERN FOLKSY SWING TRADITION: ALMEDA BRADSHAW

all Almeda Bradshaw a traditionalist. 
You could even describe her as quaint or 
folksy. But just don’t label her “country.” 

Indeed, she is quick to note that there are a 
number of distinctions between the average 
mainstream country artist and the Western 
performer she considers herself to be.

“Western music for the most part is 
positive,” explains Bradshaw. “It has good 
values, and it brings smiles to people’s faces. 
Western music today is music that celebrates 
the rural-ranching lifestyle, singing about 
ranching, riding, wrangling, roping, respect, 
responsibility, and hard work. Modern and 
mainstream country is the drinking, the down 
and dirty, driving your truck. In a broad sense, 
modern country, and the mainstream country 
stuff, is about going fishing at the river with 
my girl, and it’s drinking and partying, and it’s 
the ‘bro thing’ in country music. Country is 
strongly into the party scene.”

Growing up on the Oregon coast, Almeda 
has always idealized the associations of the 
Western life style; while other girls her age 
were collecting sea anemones and starfish and 
admiring the depths of the ocean, Almeda was 
daydreaming about riding horses, marrying a 
cowboy, and living on a ranch. 

“It was so totally out of character for 
my family,” says Bradshaw, who now calls 
Huntley, Montana home. “But somehow I got 
from being a wanna-be cowgirl kid riding a 
tricycle horse on the Oregon coast to where I 
am now.” 

Almeda learned to play the guitar while 
she was in junior high school, mimicking the 
popular musicians of the era, such as Joni 
Mitchell and Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young. 
It was the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band’s album 
Will the Circle be Unbroken that boosted her 
love of the old-time, flat-pick bluegrass sound 
of the 1970s. She first welcomed the piano, 
the violin, and the cello into her life while in 
graduate school.

“Life took me from college to career to 
family, and it wasn’t until 1990 when I met 
and married someone from north-central 
Montana, that I began to live that ranching 
and farming and rural lifestyle. In Big Sandy, I 
ended up doing those things that I dreamed of 
as a child.”

While in Big Sandy, she attended a cowboy 
poetry and music festival at the town’s 
historical museum, taking special notice of 
the writings about settlers, farmers, ranchers, 
lonely horsemen, and resistant women. At 
that event, she paid close attention to the 
words and songs about livestock, miners, 
opportunists, gamblers, and saloon keepers. 
For the first time, she listened live to the echo 
of yodeling. 

“I knew after that I had found my home, 
and I began to study and learn, and I 
immersed myself in it. I started to write songs 
about Western living, and there was a whole 
state of discovery of things being opened up 
to me. I participated locally in little gatherings 
and, after I moved to Billings in 2008, that’s 
when the world really opened up, and I started 
pursuing it on a full-time, professional level.”

Four full-length albums and almost a dozen 
years later, Bradshaw has conscientiously 
worked within what she considers “a pretty 
small niche” of music, performing statewide 
mostly at community centers and fairs along 
with a sprinkling of regional festivals. Her 
inspiration has been the clean, value-laden 

Gene Autry Western songs, the ones touting 
values, respect, hard work, and reverence for 
livestock.

Almeda emphasizes that her catalog 
has always been Western and with almost 
encyclopedic recall she likes to examine and 
explain its differences from other genres.

“In the early 1900s, country used to be 
sentimental and influenced by Victorian-
era morals and standards. It was sweet and 
sentimental and that continued until after 
World War II, in what was called the Western 
Cowboy music of Gene Autry and Roy 
Rogers, the silver screen era. The sun was 
always shining and the sky was always blue, it 
never rains, and the people are always happy. 
There was the carry over to Western from the 
warmth and sentimentality and the values of 
early century music... After World War II…
women and men were carousing and drinking, 
letting off steam, heading to the honkytonks. 
That’s where the everybody-done-me-wrong 
songs started, and when country became an 

After four full-length albums , 

Bradshaw has conscientiously 

worked within what she considers 

“a pretty small niche” of music, 

performing statewide mostly at 

community centers and fairs along 

with a sprinkling of regional 

festivals. Her inspiration has been 

the clean, value-laden Gene Autry 

Western songs, the ones touting 

values, respect, hard work, and 

reverence for livestock.



Wednesday, October 9
Statewide                                            
“ABBACADABRA,” tribute concert to ABBA, 7 p.m., 
Rialto Theatre, Deer Lodge, 846-7900
Billings                                                 
Open Mic, 7 p.m., Yellowstone Cellars, Billings, 
860-9978
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
The Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 5:30 p.m., 
Bridger Brewing, Bozeman, 587-2124
“Come West and See,” reading/signing with 
author Maxim Leskutoff, 6 p.m., Country Bookshelf, 
Bozeman, 587-0166
Christy Hays, alt-country, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 7:30 p.m. 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Bar IX Comedy Open Mic, 8:30 p.m., Bar IX, 
Bozeman, 551-2185
Missoula                                               
Dan Henry, one-man band, 6 p.m., Great Burn 
Brewery, Missoula, 317-1557
Riot Ten, electronic, 7 p.m., The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521
Lucero, southern rock, 7 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980

Thursday, October 10
Statewide                                            
“The Vorbit Incident,” stage play, 8 p.m., Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
Billings                                                 
ParNicularly ReNiculous Variety Show, 7 p.m., 
King Ropes and County Coup, garage/Americana, 
9 p.m. Kirk’s Grocery, Billings, (503) 209-2394
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Open Range, country, 5 p.m., Sage Lodge, 
Pray, (855) 400-0505
Larry Hirshberg, songwriter, 8 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m. Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399 
“An Enemy of the People,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., 
Museum of the Rockies, Bozeman, 728-3328
“Woman on Stage, Man from Audience,” stage 
play, 8 p.m., Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
Madeline Hawthorne and Lucas Mace, rock, 
8 p.m., Burn Box, Rialto, Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Space Monkey Mafia, ska, 8 p.m., El Camino Bar, 
Bozeman, 551-2337
Helena                                                 
Aran Buzzas, singer/songwriter, 5:30 p.m., Snow 
Hop Brewery, Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
“A Frontier Photographer and a Naturalist: Evelyn 
and Ewen Cameron,” lecture/signing with author, 
Lorna Milne, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark Library, 
Helena, 443-0260
Micheal Charles, blues, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“ABBACADABRA,” tribute concert to ABBA, 
7:30 p.m., Helena Civic Center, Helena, 447-8382
Great Falls                                           
“Montanans in the Great War,” reading/lecture 
with Ken Robinson, 5:30 p.m., The History Museum, 
Great Falls, 452-3462
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy, Great 
Falls, 952-0393
Butte                                                     
“One Night in Memphis,” Elvis tribute, 8 p.m., 
Mother Lode Theatre, Butte, 723-3602
Missoula                                               
Camilla November, pop, 6 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
Sundae and Mr. Goessel, vintage swing, 6 p.m., 
Imagine Nation Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251

Friday, October 11
Statewide                                            
“The Vorbit Incident,” stage play, 8 p.m., Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
Billings                                                 
“The Jungle Book,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., NOVA 
Center, Billings, 591-9535
JL and DAEM, pop/dance, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Squirrel Gravy, cosmic Americana, 9 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
El Wencho, pop, 8 p.m., Chico Hot 
Springs Saloon, 333-4933
Rhapsody, A Capella, 6 p.m., Wild Joe’s Coffee 
Shop, Bozeman, 586-1212
“An Enemy of the People,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., 
Museum of the Rockies, Bozeman, 728-3328
“Woman on Stage, Man from Audience,” stage 
play, 8 p.m., Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
Ginstrings, folk, Filling Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
Space Monkey Mafia, ska, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“Roy Orbison & Buddy Holly - The Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Dream Tour,” musical performance, 7:30 p.m., 
Helena Civic Center, 447-8481
Butte                                                     
Christy Hays, alt-country, 8 p.m., Cavalier Lounge, 
Finlen Hotel, Butte, 723-5461
Missoula                                               
Rita Coolidge, vocalist, 7 p.m., Hamilton Performing 
Arts Center, Hamilton, 363-7946
Bombargo, rock, Top Hat Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Saturday, October 12
Statewide                                            
“The Vorbit Incident,” stage play, 8 p.m., Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
Billings                                                 
“National Geographic Live: On the Trail of Big 
Cats” with Steve Winter, 7:30 p.m., Petro Theater, 
MSU-Billings, 256-6052
“The Jungle Book,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., NOVA 
Center, Billings, 591-9535
100 Proof, country/rock/blues, 8 p.m., Craft Local, 
Billings, 702-1458
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Aran Buzzas, singer/songwriter, 5:30 p.m., 
Katabatic Brewing, Livingston, 333-3855
Rocky Mountain Pearls, Americana, 8 p.m., 
Old Saloon, Emigrant, 333-4482
El Wencho, pop, 8 p.m., Chico Hot 
Springs Saloon, 333-4933
The Hackles, folk, 9 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Silly Moose Imrpov for Kids, 3 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
“Woman on Stage, Man from Audience,” stage 
play, 3 p.m., Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
Kristen Marlo and Gina Belliveau, singer/
songwriters, 7 p.m., Norris Hot Springs, 685-3303
Rita Coolidge, vocalist, 7 p.m., Ellen Theatre, 
Bozeman, 585-5885
“An Enemy of the People,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., 
Museum of the Rockies, Bozeman, 728-3328
Hooligans, folk rock, 8 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
“Montana Horse Racing: A History,” reading/
signing with author Brenda Wahler, 1:30 p.m., 
Montana Historical Society, Helena, 444-2694
“The River Where You Forgot,” book launch/poetry 
reading/signing with author Corrie Williamson, Keetje 
Kuipers and Sean Hill, 2 p.m., Holter Museum of Art, 
Helena, 443-0260
Great Falls                                           
Whiskey Revival, country, 9 p.m., Alumni Club, 
Great Falls, 952-4471
Butte                                                     
Montana Antiques Appraisal Fair, 9 a.m., Butte 
Civic Center, 449-3770
Missoula                                               
“Roy Orbison & Buddy Holly -The Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Dream Tour,” musical performance, 7:30 p.m., 
UM Dennison Theater, Missoula, 243-4051
St. Paul and the Broken Bones, retro/soul, 8 p.m., 
The Wilma, Missoula, 728-2521
Space Monkey Mafia, 10:15 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980
Goners UK and Death Trophy, punk, 9 p.m., Ole 
Beck VFW Post 209, Missoula, 728-7749
Goth Ball, dance party/costume ball, 9 p.m., 
Monk’s Bar, Missoula, info@monksbarmt.com

Sunday, October 13

Billings                                                 
“The Jungle Book,” stage play, 2 p.m., NOVA 
Center, Billings, 591-9535
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Acoustic Brunch: Jacob Roundtree, acounstic/
soul, 11 a.m., Pine Creek Café, Livingston, 222-3628
“Woman on Stage, Man from Audience,” stage 
play, 3 p.m., Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
“An Enemy of the People,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., 
Museum of the Rockies, Bozeman, 728-3328
John Floridis, folk/rock, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
Restless Pines, folk/roots, 7 p.m., Bozeman Hot 
Springs, 586-6492
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SPACE MONKEY MAFIA PLAYS ACROSS MONTANA
                    Oct. 11 - Helena Oct. 12 - Missoula

From somewhere deep within the urban jungle of St. Paul, Minnesota, a band 
with a stellar new take on horn-driven, high-powered rock has emerged: Space 

Monkey Mafia. Their unique blend of crafty horn arrangements, tight vocal 
harmonies, and catchy songwriting colored by an anti-establishment streak has 

kept crowds skanking and hollering across 13 states since their inception in 
2016 – and they have no intention of slowing down. Ska band Space Monkey 
Mafia plays Oct. 10 at El Camino Bar in Bozeman, Oct. 11 at Lewis and Clark 

Brewing in Helena, and Oct. 12 at The Top Hat in Missoula.

JL & DAEM IN BILLINGS
JL kicks off Friday night Oct. 11 at 
Kirks’ Grocery in Billings with some 
impressive dance moves and DAEM 
make a triumphant return with their 

brand of dreamy dark pop.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC LIVE: ON 
THE TRAIL OF BIG CATS WITH STEVE 
WINTER - PETRO THEATRE - BILLINGS

THE ELLEN THEATRE IN BOZEMAN 
PRESENTS “WOMAN ON STAGE, MAN 
FROM AUDIENCE” - A NEW COMEDY.
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Monday, October 14
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Bluegrass Jam, Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m., 
Livingston, 333-3855
Christy Hays, alt-country, 5 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960
Butte                                                     
Innovate Montana Symposium, through 
October 16, Copper King Hotel, Butte, 565-5001

Tuesday, October 15
Statewide                                            
Jim Curry Presents the Music of John Denver, 
7:30 p.m., Beier Auditorium, Dillon, 683-6831
Billings                                                 
The Wailers, reggae, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Helena                                                 
String Beings, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729
Easy Riders, vintage rock, 6 p.m., Broadwater Hot 
Springs, Helena, 443-5777
Scott Bradlee’s Postmodern Jukebox, vintage 
soul/swing, 8 p.m., Helena Civic Center, 447-8382
Missoula                                               
Papa Mopho, blues, 6 p.m., Rumour Restaurant, 
Missoula, 549-7575
Traditional Irish Music, 6 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
“The River Where You Forgot,” reading with poet 
Corrie Williamson and “Take What You Want,” with 
poet Henrietta Goodman, 7 p.m., Shakespeare 
and Co., Missoula, 549-9010
Luke Combs: Beer Never Broke My Heart Tour, 
country, 8 p.m., Adams Center, Missoula, 243-4051
Hiss Golden Messenger, indie/folk, 7:30 p.m., Top 
Hat Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Wednesday, October 16
Statewide                                            
“Love That Dog,” stage play, Montana Repertory 
Theatre, 5:30 p.m., Quinn’s Hot Springs, 
Paradise, 826-3150
Billings                                                 
Open Mic, 7 p.m., Yellowstone Cellars, 
Billings, 860-9978
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“The Years that Matter Most: How College Makes 
Us or Breaks Us,” reading/signing with author 
Paul Tough, 4 p.m., Country Bookshelf, 
Bozeman, 587-0166
The Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 5:30 p.m., 
Bridger Brewing, Bozeman, 587-2124
Ryan Acker, acoustic, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
Goddamn Gallows, rock, 7 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 7:30 p.m. 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Lucy Dacus, indie/folk, 8 p.m., Rialto, Bozeman, 
877-412-2776
Bar IX Comedy Open Mic, 8:30 p.m., Bar IX, 
Bozeman, 551-2185
Helena                                                 
Sanctus Real, Christian rock, 7 p.m., Helena Civic 
Center, 447-8382
Butte                                                     
“Future Work,” symposium and performance, 
6 p.m., Covellite Theatre, Butte, 498-6869
Missoula                                               
“Working in the Wilderness: Early Leaders for 
Wild Lands,” reading/signing with author John 
McCarthy, 7 p.m., Fact and Fiction Books, 
Missoula, 721-2881
2 Bit Jug Band, blues/swing, 7 p.m., Longstaff 
House, Missoula, 239-0802
Luke Combs, country, 8 p.m., Brick Breeden 
Fieldhouse, Bozeman, 994-2287
Martin Sexton, Americana/folk, 8 p.m., The Wilma, 
Missoula, 728-2521
Dobbie, jazz fusion, 8 p.m., Monk’s Bar, Missoula, 
info@monksbarmt.com

Thursday, October 17
Statewide                                            
“The Vorbit Incident,” stage play, 8 p.m., Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
“Love That Dog”’ stage play, Montana Repertory 
Theatre, 5:30 p.m., Quinn’s Hot Springs, Paradise, 
826-3150
Billings                                                 
High Noon Speaker Series: “Will James: The 
Consummate Storyteller,” 12 p.m., Western 
Heritage Center, Billings, 256-6809
Poetry Jam, 7 p.m., Kirk’s Grocery, 
Billings, (503) 209-2394
Magic City Music Awards Show Kickoff, 
local singer/songwriters, various styles, 7 p.m., 
Yellowstone Valley Brewing, Billings, 894-2020
Doobie, rock/rap, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Open Range, country, 5 p.m., Sage Lodge, Pray, 
(855) 400-0505
Paul Lee Kupfer, high-class hobo music, 8 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
“Woman on Stage, Man from Audience,” stage 
play, 8 p.m., Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
Helena                                                 
Dan Henry, one-man band, 5 p.m., Snow Hop 
Brewery, Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Great Falls                                           
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy, 
Great Falls, 952-0393
Poetry Open Mic Night, 6:30 p.m., Paris Gibson 
Museum, Great Falls, 727-8255
Butte                                                     
“Snow White,” stage play, 7 p.m., Orphan Girl 
Theatre, Butte, 782-5657 
Missoula                                               
“The Dreamer and the Doctor: A Forest Lover 
on the Edge of the Frontier,” reading/signing with 
author Jack Nisbet, 7 p.m., Fact and Fiction Books, 
Missoula, 721-2881
Lucy Dacus, indie/folk, 8 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980

Friday, October 18
Statewide                                            
“The Vorbit Incident,” stage play, 8 p.m., Montana 
Actor’s Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
Billings                                                 
Jason Eady, country/Americana, 6 p.m., Yellowstone 
Valley Brewing, Billings, 245-0918
Magic City Music Awards Show, local performers 
including Jessica Even The Photoshoplifters, Calivin 
and the Coal Cars and more, various, 7 p.m., Pub 
Station, Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Blood Fire Vapor Smoke,” reading/signing with 
author/poet Shann Ray, 6 p.m., Country Bookshelf, 
Bozeman, 587-0166
“Addams Family,” musical play, 8 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
Easy Riders, 9 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Three Eyed Jack, classic rock, 8 p.m., Chico Hot 
Springs Saloon, 333-4933
“Woman on Stage, Man from Audience,” stage 
play, 8 p.m., Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
Martin Sexton, singer/songwriter, 8 p.m., Ellen 
Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
Laney Lou and the Bird Dogs, 7 p.m., Filling 
Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
Brew Haha Stand Up Comedy, 6:30 and 8 p.m., 
Lewis and Clark Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Butte                                                     
“Snow White,” stage play, 7 p.m., Orphan Girl 
Theatre, Butte, 782-5657
Missoula                                               
Oktoberfest, live contests, music and workshops, 
3 p.m., Phillipsburg Brewing Company, 
Phillipsburg, 859-2739
Black Lips, garage rock, 9 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980

Saturday, October 19

Statewide                                            
“The Vorbit Incident,” stage play, Montana Actor’s 
Theatre, 8 p.m., Havre, 945-0272
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Left for Dead, fiddle/banjo duo, 5:30 p.m., 
Katabatic Brewing, Livingston, 333-3855
“Addams Family,” musical play, 8 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
Smokestack and the Foothill Fury, 
blues/rock, 9 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Paul Lee Kupfer, singer/songwriter, 8 p.m., 
Old Saloon, Emigrant, 333-4482
Three Eyed Jack, classic rock, 8 p.m., Chico Hot 
Springs Saloon, 333-4933
Silly Moose Improv for Kids, 3 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
“Woman on Stage, Man from Audience,” stage 
play, 3 p.m., Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
Laney Lou and the Bird Dogs, 7 p.m., Filling 
Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
“An Enemy of the People,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Museum of the Rockies, 
Bozeman, 728-3328
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Great Falls                                           
Aran Buzzas, singer/songwriter, 5 p.m., 
Mighty Mo Brewing Co., Great Falls, 952-0342
Whiskey Revival, country, 9 p.m., Alumni Club, 
Great Falls, 952-4471
Pro Wrestling Comedy Show, 9 p.m., Back Alley 
Pub, Great Falls, 762-9300
Butte                                                     
“Snow White,” stage play, 7 p.m., Orphan Girl 
Theatre, Butte, 782-5657
Missoula                                               
Kitchen Dwellers, bluegrass, Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980
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BEER NEVER BROKE HIS HEART
CMA Award-winning Luke Combs is a 
multi-platinum, No. 1 Country singer-
songwriter from Asheville, N.C. He 

has extended his “Beer Never Broke 
My Heart Tour to include two stopes 
in Montana. With brazen song writing 

talent and grizzled, soul-infused 
vocals, Combs has stormed the

music landscape as one of
country’s brightest stars.

Oct. 15 - Adams Center - Missoula
Oct. 16 - Brick Breeden - Bozeman

GET YOUR CELTIC ON!
Celtic jams on Tuesdays at Craft Local 
in Billings and Imagine Nation Brewing 

in Missoula. The Celtic Cowboy in 
Great Falls also hosts a weekly 

Tradistional Irish Sesiun every Thursday 
and a Celtic Brunch on Sundays.

MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS 
PLAYS AT THE GRANDSTREET IN HELENA.

Comedy Across Montana
Need a good laugh? With homegrown 

Montana comedy and traveling 
entertainers, there are plenty of 
opportunities to laugh out loud

 across the state:
Every Wednesday

BAR IX COMEDY OPEN MIC,
Bar IX, BOZEMAN

Every Thursday
PROJECTILE COMEDY

The Loft, BILLINGS

Cow Tipping Comedy
Lewis and Clark Brewing

Helena - Oct. 2

“Art of Comedy,” with Charlie Mukluk
Kirk’s Grocery - Billings - Oct. 4

Improv on the Verge
Verge Theater

Bozeman - Oct. 7, Oct. 21 & Nov. 4

Brew Haha Stand Up
Lewis and Clark Brewing

Helena - Oct. 18

Pro Wrestling Comedy Show
Back Alley Pub - Great Falls - Oct. 19

“Randy Bobandy and 
One Giant Cheeseburger,” 

Helena Civic Center, - Oct. 25
“Randy’s Cheeseburger Picnic,”
Monk’s Bar, Missoula - Oct. 26

“Beyond the Fluffy Tour”
Gabriel Iglesias

MetraPark Montana Pavilion
Billings - Oct. 26



Sunday, October 20
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Acoustic Brunch: Chandler Huntley, Americana, 
11 a.m., Pine Creek Café, Livingston, 222-3628
“Addams Family,” musical play, 3 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
“Woman on Stage, Man from Audience,” stage 
play, 3 p.m., Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885
“An Enemy of the People,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., 
Museum of the Rockies, Bozeman, 728-3328
David Aubert, acoustic, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
2:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Jason Eady, acoustic, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark 
Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
Heather Lingle, acoustic, 5 p.m., Blackfoot River 
Brewing, Helena, 449-3005
Butte                                                     
Spotlight Performance: “Snow White,” stage play, 
2 p.m., Orphan Girl Theatre, Butte, 782-5657
Missoula                                               
Josh Farmer, jazz/pop, 6 p.m., Rumour Restaurant, 
Missoula, 549-7575

Monday, October 21
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Bluegrass Jam, Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m., 
Livingston, 333-3855
Tom Susanj, Butte songwriter, 5 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Improv on the Verge, comedy, 7 p.m., Verge 
Theater, Bozeman, 587-0737
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960
Missoula                                               
Heart Bones, pop, 8 p.m., The Badlander, 549-0235

Tuesday, October 22
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Through the Roots, reggae, 7 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
String Beings, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729
Road Agents, country, 6 p.m., Broadwater Hot 
Springs, Helena, 443-5777
Missoula                                               
Traditional Irish Music, 6 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251
Wolf and the Moons, Americana trio, 6 p.m., 
Rumour Restaurant, Missoula, 549-7575
“A Book of Bones,” reading/signing with author 
John Connolly, 7 p.m.,Shakespeare and Co., 
Missoula, 549-9010

Wednesday, October 23
Statewide                                            
“Waking Up in America: Those Were the Days,” 
musical performance with Tajci Cameron, Sanya 
Mateyas and keyboardist Brian Hanson, 7:30 p.m., 
Fergus Center for the Performing Arts, 
Lewistown, 535-8278
Billings                                                 
Open Mic, 7 p.m., Yellowstone Cellars, 
Billings, 860-9978
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Wilderness of Hope” reading/signing with author 
Quinn Grover and “Catching Yellowstone’s Wild 
Trout” with Christ Hunt, 6 p.m., Country Bookshelf, 
Bozeman, 587-0166
Garrett Kuntz, folk, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 7:30 p.m. 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Brothers Comatose, Americana, 8 p.m., Filling 
Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
Bar IX Comedy Open Mic, 8:30 p.m., Bar IX, 
Bozeman, 551-2185
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Missoula                                               
“At Home with the Beaver: The Story of a 
Keystone Species,” reading/signing with author 
Dorothy Patent, 7 p.m., Fact and Fiction Books, 
Missoula, 721-2881

Thursday, October 24
Statewide                                            
“Can’t Stand Still: A Biography of Taylor 
Gordon,” reading/signing with author Michael 
Johnson, University of Montana, Western, 
7:30 p.m., 683-7431
Billings                                                 
Make Bogan, hip-hop, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Open Range, country, 5 p.m., Sage Lodge, 
Pray, (855) 400-0505
“The History of the World in Fifty Dogs,” reading/
signing with author Mackenzie Lee, 6 p.m., Country 
Bookshelf, Bozeman, 587-0166
“For the Love of Soil” book launch/readings with 
Nicole Masters, 6:15 p.m., The Shane Center, 
Livingston, 222-1420
Smith McKay All Day, two-man band, Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m. Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399 
Brothers Comatose, Americana, 9 p.m., Filling 
Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
Lula’s Roadie, pop duo, 5:30 p.m., Snow Hop 
Brewery, Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
Envy Alo, rock, 7 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 7:30 
p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Great Falls                                           
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy, Great 
Falls, 952-0393
Butte                                                     
“Snow White,” stage play, 7 p.m., Orphan Girl 
Theatre, Butte, 782-5657
Missoula                                               
“Bury My Heart at Chuck E. Cheese’s,” reading/
signing with author Tiffany Midge, 7 p.m., Fact and 
Fiction Books, Missoula, 721-2881

Friday, October 25
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Addams Family,” musical play, 8 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
The Fossils, hippy music, 8 p.m., Chico Hot 
Springs Saloon, 333-4933
“Haunted Mountain Theater,” show and 
performance, 7 p.m., Museum of the Rockies, 
Bozeman, 728-3328
Pinky and the Floyd, tribute band, Rialto, 
Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Hill stomp, bluegrass, 9 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play,
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
“Randy Bobandy and One Giant Cheeseburger,” 
comedy show, 8:15 p.m., Helena 
Civic Center, 447-8382
Great Falls                                           
Zombie Rave Dance Party with Mistress Pendula, 
7:30 p.m., Back Alley Pub, Great Falls, 762-9300
Butte                                                     
“Snow White,” stage play, 7 p.m., Orphan Girl 
Theatre, Butte, 782-5657
Missoula                                               
Zootown Arts Grand ReOpening with Rock Camp 
performance, 5 p.m., Zootown Arts, Missoula, 549-7555
Songwriters Circle with Drew Danburry, Rachel 
Chapman, Lady Rose, and Jara Ward, 7 p.m., 
Wave and Circuit, Missoula, 550-3145
Brothers Comatose, Americana, 10:15 p.m., Top 
Hat Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980
“Rocky Horror Picture Show,” stage play, 7 p.m. 
and 11 p.m., The Wilma, Missoula, 728-2521

Saturday, October 26
Billings                                                 
Gabriel Iglesias “Beyond the Fluffy Tour,” comedy 
show, 8 p.m., MetraPark Montana Pavilion, 
Billings, 248-7827
Dan Kosel and Madrona Road, blues/Americana, 
8 p.m., Pub Station, Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Addams Family,” musical play, 8 p.m., 
The Shane Center, Livingston, 222-1420
One Leaf Clover, mountain boogie, 9 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
Ashly Holland, country, 8 p.m., Old Saloon, 
Emigrant, 333-4482
The Fossils, hippy music, Chico Hot Springs Saloon, 
8 p.m., 333-4933
Silly Moose Improv for Kids, 3 p.m., Verge Theater, 
Bozeman, 587-0737
“Haunted Mountain Theater,” show and 
performance, 6 p.m., Museum of the Rockies, 
Bozeman, 728-3328
Pinky and the Floyd, tribute show, 7 p.m., Rialto, 
Bozeman, 877-412-2776
“The Planets: One Man’s Astrological Approach 
to the Universe,” Bozeman Symphony performance, 
7:30 p.m., Willson Auditorium, Bozeman, 585-9774
Helena                                                 
Blueberry Junction, rock/funk, 7 p.m., Lewis and 
Clark Brewing, Helena, 442-5960
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 7
:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Great Falls                                           
Whiskey Revival, country, 9 p.m., Alumni Club, 
Great Falls, 952-4471
Butte                                                     
“Snow White,” stage play, 7 p.m., Orphan Girl 
Theatre, Butte, 782-5657
“An Evening of Cello, Fire, and Dances,” with 
Butte Symphony, 7:30 p.m., Mother Lode Theatre, 
Butte, 723-5590
Missoula                                               
“Finding Home,” reading/signing with author Casey 
Dawes, 1 p.m., Barnes and Noble, Missoula, 721-0009
ROCKtober, costume party/live rock performances, 
7:30 p.m., Zootown Arts, Missoula, 549-7555
“Rocky Horror Picture Show,” 7 p.m. and 11 p.m., 
The Wilma, Missoula, 728-2521
Shoreline Mafia, rap/hip-hop, 8:30 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980
“Randy’s Cheeseburger Picnic,” comedy show, 
9 p.m., Monk’s Bar, Missoula, info@monksbarmt.com

Sunday, October 27

Billings                                                 
Cold, rock, 8 p.m., Pub Station, Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Acoustic Brunch: Ian Thomas, folk/country, 
11 a.m., Pine Creek Café, Livingston, 222-3628
“The Planets: One Man’s Astrological 
Approach to the Universe,” Bozeman Symphony 
performance, 2 p.m., Willson Auditorium, 
Bozeman, 585-9774
“Addams Family,” musical play, 3 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
“Haunted Mountain Theater,” show and 
performance, 4:30 p.m., Museum of the Rockies, 
Bozeman, 728-3328
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
2:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Butte                                                     
Final performance, “Snow White,” stage play, 
2 p.m., Orphan Girl Theatre, Butte, 782-5657
Missoula                                               
Blue Moon Trio, jazz/blues, 6 p.m., Rumour 
Restaurant, Missoula, 549-7575

MODERN DUO: HEART BONES
Oct. 21 - Badlander - Missoula
Heart Bones is a collaboration 

between Sean Tillmann (aka Har Mar 
Superstar) and Sabrina Ellis (A Giant 
Dog/Sweet Spirit). The two became 

friends while touring together in 2016 
when they recognized a kindred 

quality of over-the-top showmanship. 
Inspired by their favorite classic 
duos such as Nancy Sinatra/Lee 

Hazelwood, Serge Gainsbourg/Jane 
Birkin, Sonny & Cher, and Sam & 

Dave, their influences have spanned 
everything from doo wop, classic 
duets, musical theater, electro 
dance, and melancholy pop.

HEIGH-HO! ORPHAN GIRL THEATRE 
IN BUTTE FEATURES THIS FAIRY TALE 

CLASSIC ON THE STAGE.
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BOZEMAN WINTER FARMER’S MARKET 
STARTS UP ON OCT. 26 AT THE 

EMERSON CENTER.



Monday, October 28
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Bluegrass Jam, Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m., 
Livingston, 333-3855
Amanda Stewart, songwriter, 5 p.m., Murray Bar, 
Livingston, 222-9463
The Talbott Brothers, folk/rock, 7 p.m., Filling 
Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Lewis and Clark Brewing, 
Helena, 442-5960

Tuesday, October 29
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Che Apalache, folk/Latin, 7:30 p.m., Ellen Theatre, 
Bozeman, 585-5885
The Casualties, punk, 8 p.m., The Eagles Bar, 
Bozeman, 587-9996
Helena                                                 
String Beings, bluegrass, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, 
Helena, 443-1729
Dan Henry, one-man band, 6 p.m., Broadwater Hot 
Springs, Helena, 443-5777
Missoula                                               
Traditional Irish Music, 6 p.m., Imagine Nation 
Brewing, Missoula, 926-1251

Wednesday, October 30
Billings                                                 
Open Mic, 7 p.m., Yellowstone Cellars, 
Billings, 860-9978
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
The Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 5:30 p.m., 
Bridger Brewing, Bozeman, 587-2124
Peter King, acoustic, 6 p.m., Outlaw Brewing, 
Bozeman, 577-2403
Pickin’ in the Parks, acoustic string jam, 7:30 p.m. 
Story Mansion, Bozeman, 582-2290
Bar IX Comedy Open Mic, 8:30 p.m., Bar IX, 
Bozeman, 551-2185
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Che Apalache, folk/Latin, 7:30 p.m., Myrna Loy 
Theater, Helena, 443-0287

Thursday, October 31
Statewide                                            
Dennis Stroughmatt et L’Esprit Creole, Canadian/
Creole/Celtic, 7 p.m., Lincoln County High Scholl, 
Eureka, 7 p.m., 297-3435
Billings                                                 
High Noon Speaker Series: “Witches, Vampires 
and Zombies: Monsters in European History,” 
12 p.m., Western Heritage Center, Billings, 256-6809
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Open Range, country, 5 p.m., Sage Lodge, 
Pray, (855) 400-0505
Danny Bee, rock, 8 p.m., Old Saloon, 
Emigrant, 333-4482
Band of Drifters, roots/Americana, 8 p.m., 
Murray Bar, Livingston, 222-9463
Bridger Creek Boys, bluegrass, 7 p.m. Red Tractor 
Pizza, Bozeman, 599-1399 
Dead Sky HaloWEEN, tribute to WEEN, rock, 
9 p.m., Filling Station, Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
Tom Susanj, singer/songwriter, 5:30 p.m., Snow Hop 
Brewery, Helena, 442-5026
Open Mic, 6 p.m., Staggering Ox, Helena, 443-1729
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Great Falls                                           
Weekly Irish Seisiun, 6 p.m., Celtic Cowboy, 
Great Falls, 952-0393 
Rags and Riches, pop/rock, 9 p.m., Back Alley Pub, 
Great Falls, 762-9300
Missoula                                               
DASH, rock/soul, 9:30 p.m., Top Hat Lounge, 
Missoula, 728-7980

Friday, November 1
Billings                                                 
Arterial Drive, alt-pop/rock, Pub Station, Billings, 
894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Addams Family,” musical play, 8 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
Halloween Party, Blackwater Band, rock, 8 p.m., 
Chico Hot Springs Saloon, 333-4933
Caamp, folk, Rialto, Bozeman, 877-412-2776
Dead Sky, folk/rock, 9 p.m., Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Missoula                                               
“Love that Dog,” stage play, 7:30 p.m., Montana 
Repertory Theatre, UM Campus, Missoula, 826-3150
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t. Paul And The Broken Bones
Alabama-based soul outfit St. Paul and 
The Broken Bones has carved a sizable 

fan base on the back of finely-crafted albums 
including 2018’s “Young Sick Camellia” 
(Records JV) and uplifting, spine-tingling 
concerts. Montana Press spoke to bassist 
and Missoula resident Jesse Phillips about 
the new album, working with singer Paul 
Janeway and a show in Eureka he won’t 
soon forget.
MONTANA PRESS: What might have been the 
biggest challenge about making the last 
studio album?
JESSE PHILLIPS: We went into the studio with 
a producer, Jack Splash, who’s known for 
doing more hip-hop and modern R&B 
records. His work flow was very productive 
but very different. We would do lots and lots 
of takes of different things and lay down 
dozens and dozens of ideas and tracks. 
He went away to LA to his studio and 
assembled the album from all those bits. As 
opposed to having all the details worked 
out beforehand or working them out in the 
studio, we really didn’t know what we were 
going to end up with.
MP: What was the music scene like where 
you grew up as a teenager?
JP: It’s a strange story. I grew up in British 
Columbia in the Kootenays. My parents 
lived in a tiny ranching community called 
Grasmere, it’s right by the U.S./Canada 
border. The little country school we had in 
Grasmere only went up to fifth grade. Then 
I went to junior high and high school across 
the border in Montana. So I considered 
myself to simultaneously grow up in both 
British Columbia and Montana. As for the 
music scene, there wasn’t. My friends and 
the support of a few teachers at the school, 
that was it.
MP: How have you evolved as an artist from 
when you first started to where you are 
today? 
JP: As a songwriter I’ve certainly run the 
gamut from trying to write like heavier rock 
and roll songs to sad bastard folk songs. It 
wasn’t until I met (St. Paul and The Broken 
Bones singer) Paul Janeway in Birmingham 
in the mid to late 2000s that I found 
someone who complemented the things I 
could do in a very favorable way. I think 
Paul felt the same way. That’s how the band 
was born. We both learned a lot from each 
other as songwriters.
MP: What do you think is Paul’s greatest 
strength?
JP: Obviously he’s a great vocalist. But I 
think the thing that really sets him apart is 
there’s never any doubt in anyone’s mind 
that Paul isn’t investing 100 percent of 
himself in the moment when he’s singing a 
song. The guy simply doesn’t know how to 
phone it in. He has one speed and it’s 117 
per cent. 

MP: What can fans expect at the show in 
Missoula?

JP: The band likes being out west. Most of 
the guys are from Alabama or from the 
south so everybody has a nice time when 
they come out. Just the scenery and the 
mountains and everybody is just relaxed and 
in a good mood. So I feel the shows stand 
a good chance of being really well done. I 
actually live in Missoula now for the time.
MP: Do you have any fond memories about 
playing in Montana?
JP: When the band was first getting started 
we did a show at my high school in Eureka, 
Montana in the high school auditorium. 
Eureka has probably 1,100 people and I 
think over 400 came to that show. I was the 
ambassador at the front door greeting all of 
these people. It was a big deal to play there 
and for me personally but also just for the 
town to have a national touring act come 
through. Right before we started playing 
a thunderstorm blew the power out. So 
we had to reconfigure the show and play 
it acoustically until the power could come 
back on. It ended up being a pretty unique 
experience for everyone. 
MP: What are the plans for the rest of the 
year?
JP: We’re thinking of getting back into the 
studio in the first quarter of 2020. We’ll be 
pretty much touring non-stop until Nov. 1 
then we’ll be a little quiet over November 
and December.
MP: What do you find is unique about being a 
bass player?
JP: I think being a bass player you do have to 
be more of a role player than you do some 
of the other instruments. You’re essentially 
bridging the gap between the rhythm 
instruments and the harmonic or melody 
instruments. You just have to be in the head 
space of just serving the song. It’s not that 
you can’t inject your personality into it. I 
think playing too many notes is a danger if 
you’re a bass player. E

—Jason Macneil

St. Paul and The Broken Bones play in 
Missoula at The Wilma Theatre on Oct. 12.

S

OUT & ABOUT WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE CALENDAR LISTINGS
Billings Bozeman Helena Great Falls Butte Missoula & More

EUREKA MOMENT FOR 
ST. PAUL AND BROKEN BONES

MONSTERS OF THE 
IMAGINATION

Every monster is born at a specific 
historical moment. Out of the religious 

and political crises of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries emerged 
the idea of the diabolical demon and 
witch. Why were they were convinced 
that women, in particular, practiced 
maleficia, or evil spells? Why did 

authorities believe that women’s bodies 
consorted with demons and the devil? 
Spend your Halloween lunchtime with 
witches, vampires and zombies and 
Dr. Jen Lynn of MSU Billings who will 
present a look at the creatures that 
haunt our dreams (and movies). At 

high noon on Halloween, Oct. 31 at the 
Western Heritage Center in Billings.
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“Montana Horse Racing: A History”
BRENDA WAHLER

Oct. 12 - Montana Historical 
Society- Helena 

“The River Where You Forgot”
POET CORRIE WILLIAMSON

Oct. 12 - Holter Museum - Helena
Oct. 15 - Shakespeare & Co. - Missoula

“The Years that Matter Most”
PAUL TOUGH

Oct. 16 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman
“Working in the Wilderness: Early 

Leaders for Wild Lands”
JOHN MCCARTHY

Oct. 16 - Fact and Fiction - Missoula
“The Dreamer and the Doctor: A Forest 

Lover and a Physician on the 
Edge of the Frontier”

JACK NISBET 
Oct. 17 - Fact and Fiction - Missoula

“Blood Fire Vapor Smoke”
POET/AUTHOR SHANE RAY 

Oct. 18 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman
“At Home with the Beaver: The Story of 

a Keystone Species” 
DOROTHY PATENT

Oct. 22 - Fact and Fiction - Missoula
“A Book of Bones”
JOHN CONNOLLY

Oct. 22 - Shakespeare & Co. - Missoula
“Wilderness of Hope”

CHRIS GROVER
“Catching Yellowstone’s Wild Trout”

CHRIS HUNT
Angler Author Talk

Oct. 23 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman
“Can’t Stand Still”

MICHAEL JOHNSON
Oct. 24 - UM/Western - Dillon

TIFFANY MIDGE ponders Standing Rock, 
feminism, and a tweeting president, all 

while exploring her own complex identity 
and the loss of her mother in “Bury My 

Heart at Chuck E. Cheese’s.” Employing 
humor as an act of resistance, these 

slices of life and takes on urban-
Indigenous identity disrupt the colonial 
narrative and provide commentary on 

popular culture, media, feminism, 
and the complications of
identity, race, and politics. 

Oct. 24 - Fact and Fiction - Missoula
“For the Love of Soil”
NICOLE MASTERS

Oct. 24 - Shane Center - Livingston
“The History of the World in 50 Dogs”

MACKENZIE LEE
Oct. 24 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman

“Finding Home”
CASEY DAWES

Oct. 26 - Barnes and Noble - Missoula

HIGH PLAINS BOOKFEST EVENTS

Sat., Oct. 12
READING FOR CHILDREN

“Double! Not Half,” Rodney Gottula
“My Buddy, Dido,” Marion Mutala

“Prison Paws: Max’s 
Story,” Donna Cochran

10:30 a.m. - Billings Public Library

READING FOR YOUNG ADULTS
“Wolfe in Shepherd’s Clothing: 

A Shepherd & Wolfe 
Mystery,” Counios & Gane

11 a.m. - Billings Public Library

SHORT STORIES
“Cloudbursts: Collected and New 

Stories,” Thomas McGuane
“Come West and See: 

Stories,” Maxim Loskutoff
“Thorn-Field,” James Trettwer

11 a.m. - Yellowstone Art Museum

NONFICTION WRITERS
 “An African In Imperial London: 
The Indomitable Life of A. B. C. 
Merriman-Labor,” Danell Jones

Danell Jones in conversation with 
Merriman-Labor’s great-nephew 

Melbourne Garber
12 p.m. - This House of Books

NONFICTION WRITERS
“Buffalo Heartbeats Across the Plains: 
The Last Great Hunts and Saving the 

Buffalo,” Francie M. Berg
“Wild Migrations: Atlas of Wyoming’s 

Ungulates,” Matthew J. Kauffman
1 p.m. - Billings Public Library

FICTION WRITERS
“A Death in Eden,” Keith McCafferty

“Go Ask Fannie,” Elisabeth Hyde
“The River by Starlight,” Ellen Notbohm

1:30 p.m. - Yellowstone Art Museum

WOMAN WRITERS
“Bitterroot: A Salish 

Memoir of Transracial 
Adoption,” Susan Devan Harness

“Buried,” Ruth Chorney
3 p.m. - Billings Public Library

ART & PHOTOGRAPHY 
PRESENTATION

“Albert Bierstadt: Witness to a 
Changing West,” Dr. Peter H. Hassrick

“Bert Riggall’s Greater 
Waterton,” Beth Towe

“An Honest, Genial and 
Kindly People,” Valerie Guillemin
“Plains Indian Buffalo Cultures: 

Art From the Paul Dyck 
Collection,” Emma I. Hansen

3 p.m. - Yellowstone Art Museum

POETRY READING
“All That Held Us,” Henrietta Goodman

“Blackbird Song,” Randy Lundy
“Heavy,” Joy M. Brown

“View from True North,” Sara Henning 
(poems read by Emily Ursuliak)
3 p.m. - This House of Books

High Plains Book Award Banquet
Yellowstone Art Museum 

- Ticketed event -
6 p.m. - Reception 7 p.m. - Dinner

Visit www.highplainsbookawards 
for more information.

BOOK EVENTS
The High Plains Bookfest in Billings on 
Oct. 10 and 11 features a wide variety 

of readings and activities with 
notable writers and poets. 

HIGH PLAINS BOOKFEST EVENTS
All events are free of charge. Visit 

www.highplainsbookawards 
for more information.

Thurs., Oct. 10
“A Reading of Her Own”

Nonfiction stories from women writers 
challenge the audience to connect 
to their experiences. These short 

memoirs and essays by women writers 
including High Plain Book Award 
finalists. 7 p.m. - MoAV Coffee

Fri., Oct. 11
SCIENCE AND NATURE

“Ghostwalker: Tracking a Mountain 
Lion’s Soul through Science

and Story,” Leslie Patten
“Women Who Dig: Farming, 
Feminism and the Fight to

Feed the World,” Trina Moyles 
12 p.m. - Western Heritage Center

INDIGENOUS WRITERS
“AwAsis and the World-Famous 

Bannock,” Dallas Hunt
“Bitterroot: A Salish Memoir of 

Transracial Adoption,” 
Susan Devan Harness

“One-Sentence Journal: Short 
Poems and Essays From The 
World At Large,” Chris La Tray
“An Honest, Genial and Kindly 

People,” Valerie Guillemin
2 p.m. - Western Heritage Center

Sat., Oct. 12
CREATIVE NONFICTION

“Petting Tigers: My Life as a Witness of 
Jehovah,” Shelley Smith Jones
“West to Montana,” Christine 

Wortman-Engren
10 a.m. - Billings Public Library

READINGS/SIGNINGS
Poet Lowell Jaeger

“Someday I’d Write This Down,” and 
“Earth-blood & Star-shine,”

Oct. 2 - This House of Books - Billings
“Montana Quick Facts”

JOSH QUICK
Oct. 2 - Fact and Fiction - Missoula
“Let Me In: A Japanese American 

Woman Crashes the Corporate Club”
ELAINE KOYAMA

Oct. 4 - This House of Books - Billings
“Grinnell: America’s Environmental 

Pioneer and his Restless Drive 
to Save the West” 

JOHN TALIAFERRO
Oct. 4 - Cassiopeia Books - Great Falls

“Come West and See”
MAXIM LOSKUTOFF

Oct. 8 - Country Bookshelf - Bozeman

CRAIG JOHNSON, New York Times 
bestselling author of thirteen full-length 

novels in the Longmire mystery series, is 
coming to Billings on the only scheduled 
Montana stop in a national tour for his 

new book “Land of Wolves.” 
Oct. 8 - This House of Books - Billings

“Haunted Montana”
KAREN STEVENS

Oct. 8 - Billings Library

Helena author LORNA MILNE is the 
Distinguished Speaker for the 2019 

Stephen Ambrose Memorial Lecture and 
author of author of the 2017 biography, 
“Evelyn Cameron: Photographer on the 
Western Prairie.” She holds a degree 
in journalism from the University of 

Montana-Missoula and is currently at 
work on a collection of essays. 

Oct. 10 - Lewis & Clark Library - Helena
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Born July 24, 1897, Kansas native Ame-
lia Earhart grew up playing all different 
sports, games and activities, many of which 

adults at the time considered only for boys. 
At age 19, Earhart attended Ogontz School 

near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Two years 
later, after visiting her sister, Muriel, in Toronto, 
Canada, Amelia felt compelled to leave school. 
She took a course in Red Cross First Aid, enlisted 
as a nurse’s aide at Spadina Military Hospital in 
Toronto, Canada, and later tended to wounded 
soldiers during World War I.

Exhilarated by countless hours in the air, Ear-
hart set a number of aviation records in her short 
career. Her first record came in 1922 when she 
became the first woman to fly solo above 14,000 
feet.

In 1932, Earhart became the first woman (and 
second pilot after Charles Lindbergh) to fly solo 
across the Atlantic Ocean. She left Newfound-
land, Canada, on May 20 in a red Lockheed Vega 
5B and arrived a day later, landing in a cow field 
near Londonderry, Northern Ireland.

Upon returning to the United States, Congress 
awarded her the Distinguished Flying Cross—a 
military decoration awarded for “heroism or ex-
traordinary achievement while participating in an 
aerial flight.” She was the first woman to receive 
the honor.

Later that year, Earhart made the first solo, 
nonstop flight across the United States by a 
woman.

“Greatest Woman Flyer Delights Helena 
Crowd”

It was no great surprise that when the aviator 
landed in Helena, Montana, around 4:30 p.m. on 
January 29, 1933, she was greeted by a crowd 
of thousands. She arrived in a large Northwest 
Airlines Ford Trimotor passenger plane, with a 
wingspread of 80 feet, her appearance part of her 
1933 promotional tour for Northwest Airways. 

At the time the airline was seeking the desir-
able airmail contract for the Northern Transcon-
tinental Route from Minneapolis to Seattle. Gen-
eral manager John Croil Hunter invited Earhart 
to fly as a guest aboard a Northwest Airways 
Ford Trimotor on a portion of the northern route 
“to assess the desirability of flying the route in 
mid-winter.”

Earhart looked fresh and spry, and appeared 
eager to socialize after a seven-hour flight from 
Bismarck, N.D.  Addressing the crowd at the 
Helena Airport administration building, she 
made a small talk from a second-story window. 
Earhart was then taken to a banquet in her honor 
at the Placer Hotel, where she was introduced 
by Gov. John E. Erickson.  Earhart entertained 
the crowd of approximately 100, which included 
visiting members of the legislature, with tales of 
her aviation exploits and stories of her various 
transatlantic flights. She spoke of flying through 

storms and heavy rain and other hazards. She 
talked of rocky runways and small icebergs and 
the many illusions of land. She urged mothers to 
“take their children up in an airplane while they 
are still youngsters.”

Earhart also said that she was “surprised at the 
excellent airport” in Helena, although she did not 
know what to expect because it was her first visit 
to Montana. She said that a city’s airport was 
quick becoming “as important as any other pub-
lic building.”

She stayed at the home of the Fred B. Sheriff, a 
local rancher and Helena airport commissioner as 
well as chairman of the State Aeronautics Board, 
at 700 Power Street, in Helena, that evening. 

In an interview on file at the Montana Histori-
cal Society, Sheriff’s daughter, Jean Baucus, re-
counted the night the famous aviator visited.

“They stayed at our house, and as they walked 
in she was dragging her mink coat on the ground, 
and I didn’t know whether to pick it up or tell her 
or what,” Baucus said. “She and my father sat 
around our dining room table and discussed the 
routes and the air service. She was charming, and 
I vividly remember the mink coat.”

Jean Baucus wasn’t the only local who recol-
lected being there for Earhart’s visit. Renowned 
local realist painter Bob Morgan (1929-2015), 
who later created a mural at Helena Regional 
Airport to commemorate the occasion, once re-
called that the day “was more memorable for 
what wasn’t seen.”

“My father never missed a great occasion in 
Helena,” Morgan said. “We drove up here and 
my dad bought each of us a pilot’s helmet and 
goggles. I’ll never forget it as long as I live. I got 
behind the tallest man in the United States and 
I couldn’t see anything until (Fred Sheriff) and 
Amelia Earhart came walking by.” 

Earhart’s stopover was brief. The next day she 

attended an afternoon luncheon in the city before 
departing to Spokane, Seattle, and Portland, Ore., 
seeking additional airports for possible North-
west Airways service. The January 30, 1933 
cover of the Helena Independent Record pre-
served the visit with the lavish headline, “Great-
est Woman Flyer Delights Helena Crowd.”

Amelia Earhart disappeared four years later, 
somewhere in the Pacific Ocean, while attempt-
ing a record round-the-world flight. On June 1, 
1937, Earhart took off from Oakland, California, 
on an eastbound flight around the world. It was 
her second attempt to become the first pilot ever 
to circumnavigate the globe.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt authorized a 
massive two-week search for the pilot, but she 
was never found. On July 19, 1937, Earhart and 
her navigator, Fred Noonan, were declared lost at 
sea. To this day, no one knows for certain what 
happened to her.

In 2010, Helena Regional Airport officials 
unveiled a painting commemorating the visit of 
Amelia Earhart to the Queen City, completed by 
Robert Morgan.

Morgan’s “Amelia Earhart in Helena” illus-
trates the afternoon when Earhart and a North-
west Airways executive landed at the brand new 
airport before a crowd of hundreds.

The painting hangs in the airport terminal next 
to another of Morgan’s paintings, one of Charles 
Lindbergh’s 1927 visit to Helena. Both Fred 
Sheriff and Red Morrison, the first manager of 
the Helena Airport, are depicted in the Morgan 
painting, over Earhart’s left shoulder.

Additionally, the Montana Historical Society 
has in its collection an amateur motion picture 
film of a portion of Earhart’s 1933 visit. E

—Brian D’aMBrosio

END NOTES
FAMOUS BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: AMELIA EARHART IN MONTANA

D

On June 1, 1937, Amelia Earhart took 

off from Oakland, California, on an 

eastbound flight around the world. It was 

her second attempt to become the first pilot 

ever to circumnavigate the globe. On July 

19, 1937, Earhart and her navigator Fred 

Noonan were declared lost at sea. 

After landing in Helena on January 29, 

1933, Amelia Earhart was honored at the 

Placer Hotel, where she was introduced 

by Gov. John Erickson and entertained 

the crowd with tales of her aviation 

feats. Earhart spent the night at 700 

Power Street, the home of Fred Sheriff, 

a local rancher and Helena airport 

commissioner as well as chairman of the 

State Aeronautics Board. (left)

Amelia Earhart came to Helena as part 

of a promotional aviator tour in 1933, 

landing in a Northwest Airways Ford 

Trimotor airplane. At Helena Airport, 

Earhart disembarked the plane, where 

she was enthusiastically engaged by 

a close crowd. (right) 
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): In 1956, the U.S. federal 
government launched a program to build 40,000 miles 
of high-speed roads to connect all major American 
cities. It was completed 36 years later at a cost of 
$521 billion. In the coming months, I’d love to see you 
draw inspiration from that visionary scheme. According 
to my analysis, you will generate good fortune for 
yourself as you initiate a long-term plan to expand your 
world, create a more robust network, and enhance 
your ability to fulfill your life’s big goals.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Taurus-born Youtube 
blogger Hey Fran Hey has some good advice for her 
fellow Bulls, and I think it’ll be especially fresh and 
potent in the coming weeks. She says, “Replacing 
‘Why is this happening to me?’ with ‘What is this trying 
to tell me?’ has been a game changer for me. The 
former creates a hamster wheel, where you’ll replay 
the story over and over again. Victimized. Stuck. The 
latter holds space for a resolution to appear.”

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “The soul has illusions 
as the bird has wings: it is supported by them.” 
So declared French author Victor Hugo. I don’t 
share his view. In fact, I regard it as an insulting 
misapprehension. The truth is that the soul achieves 
flight through vivid fantasies and effervescent intuitions 
and uninhibited longings and non-rational hypotheses 
and wild hopes—and maybe also by a few illusions. I 
bring this to your attention because now is an excellent 
time to nurture your soul with vivid fantasies and 
effervescent intuitions and uninhibited longings and 
non-rational hypotheses and wild hopes.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): I know people of all 
genders who periodically unleash macho brags about 
how little sleep they need. If you’re normally like that, 
I urge you to rebel. The dilemmas and riddles you 
face right now are very solvable IF and only IF you get 
sufficient amounts of sleep and dreams. Do you need 
some nudges to do right by yourself? Neuroscientist 
Matthew Walker says that some of the greatest 
athletes understand that “sleep is the greatest legal 
enhancing performance drug.” Top tennis player Roger 
Federer sleeps 12 hours a day. During his heyday, 
world-class sprinter Usain Bolt slept ten hours a night 
and napped during the day. Champion basketball 
player LeBron James devotes 12 hours a day to the 
rejuvenating sanctuary of sleep.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Actor and dancer Fred Astaire 
was a pioneer in bringing dance into films as a serious 
art form. He made 31 musical films during the 76 
years he worked, and was celebrated for his charisma, 
impeccable technique, and innovative moves. At the 
height of his career, from 1933 to 1949, he teamed 
up with dancer Ginger Rogers in the creation of ten 
popular movies. In those old-fashioned days, virtually 
all partner dancing featured a male doing the lead 
part as the female followed. One witty critic noted that 
although Astaire was a bigger star than Rogers, she 
“did everything that Fred Astaire did. She just did it 
backwards and while wearing high heels.” According 
to my reading of the astrological omens, you may soon 
be called on to carry out tasks that are metaphorically 
comparable to those performed by Rogers.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Your number one 
therapy in the coming weeks? Watching animals. It 
would be the healthiest thing you could undertake: 
relax into a generously receptive mode as you simply 
observe creatures doing what they do. The best option 
would be to surrender to the pleasures of communing 
with both domesticated AND wild critters. If you 
need a logical reason to engage in this curative and 
rejuvenating activity, I’ll give you one: It will soothe and 
strengthen your own animal intelligence, which would 
be a tonic gift for you to give yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Every time my birthday 
season comes around, I set aside an entire day to 
engage in a life review. It lasts for many hours. I begin 
by visualizing the recent events I’ve experienced, then 
luxuriously scroll in reverse through my entire past, 
as if watching a movie starring me. It’s not possible to 
remember every single scene and feeling, of course, 

so I allow my deep self to highlight the moments it 
regards as significant. Here’s another fun aspect of 
this ritual: I bestow a blessing on every memory that 
comes up, honoring it for what it taught me and how 
it helped me to become the person I am today. Dear 
Libra, now is an excellent time for you to experiment 
with a similar celebration.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “Depression is when 
you think there’s nothing to be done,” writes author Siri 
Hustvedt. “Fortunately I always think there’s something 
to be done.” I offer this hopeful attitude to you, Scorpio, 
trusting that it will cheer you up. I suspect that the 
riddles and mysteries you’re embedded in right now 
are so puzzling and complicated that you’re tempted 
to think that there’s nothing you can do to solve them 
or escape them. But I’m here to inform you that if 
that’s how you feel, it’s only temporary. Even more 
importantly, I’m here to inform you that there is indeed 
something you can do, and you are going to find out 
what that is sooner rather than later.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “How 
inconvenient to be made of desire,” writes Sagittarian 
author Larissa Pham. “Even now, want rises up in 
me like a hot oil. I want so much that it scares me.” I 
understand what she means, and I’m sure you do, too. 
There are indeed times when the inner fire that fuels 
you feels excessive and unwieldy and inopportune. 
But I’m happy to report that your mood in the coming 
weeks is unlikely to fit that description. I’m guessing 
that the radiant pulse of your yearning will excite 
you and empower you. It’ll be brilliant and warm, not 
seething and distracting.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): I envision the 
next twelve months as a time when you could initiate 
fundamental improvements in the way you live. 
Your daily rhythm twelve months from now could 
be as much as twenty percent more gratifying and 
meaningful. It’s conceivable you will discover or 
generate innovations that permanently raise your long-
term goals to a higher octave. At the risk of sounding 
grandiose, I predict you’ll welcome a certain novelty 
that resembles the invention of the wheel or the 
compass or the calendar.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Modern literary 
critic William Boyd declared that Aquarian author 
Anton Chekhov (1860–1904) was “the best short-
story writer ever,” and “the first truly modern writer of 
fiction: secular, refusing to pass judgment, cognizant 
of the absurdities of our muddled, bizarre lives and the 
complex tragi-comedy that is the human condition.” 
Another contemporary critic, Harold Bloom, praised 
Chekhov’s plays, saying that he was “one of the three 
seminal figures in the birth of early modernism in the 
theatre.” We might imagine, then, that in the course 
of his career, Chekhov was showered with accolades. 
We’d be wrong about that, though. “If I had listened 
to the critics,” he testified, “I’d have died drunk in the 
gutter.” I hope that what I just said will serve as a pep 
talk for you as you explore and develop your own 
original notions in the coming weeks. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Pisces-born Dorothy 
Steel didn’t begin her career as a film actress until she 
was 91 years old. She had appeared in a couple of 
TV shows when she was 89, then got a small role in 
an obscure movie. At age 92, she became a celebrity 
when she played the role of a tribal elder in Black 
Panther, one of the highest-grossing films of all time. 
I propose that we make her one of your inspirational 
role models for both the coming weeks and the next 
twelve months. Why? Because I suspect you will be 
ripening fully into a role and a mission you were born 
to embody and express.

THIS WEEK’S HOMEWORK:

Homework: “Privilege is when you think something 
is not a problem because it’s not a problem for you.” 
Comment at FreeWillAstrology.com! 
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Saturday, November 2
Billings                                                 
The Bitter Road, country/punk, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
Jacob Jolliff Band, bluegrass, 7:30 p.m., Pine Creek 
Café, Livingston, 222-3628
“Addams Family,” musical play, 8 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
Blackwater Band, rock, 8 p.m., Chico Hot Springs 
Saloon, 333-4933
“Romeo and Juliet,” stage play, 7 p.m., Emerson 
Center, 7 p.m., Shakespeare in the Parks, 994-3303
Arterial Drive, indie rock/pop, Filling Station, 
Bozeman, 587-0585
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
7:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Missoula                                               
“Love that Dog,” stage play, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., 
Montana Repertory Theatre, UM Campus, 
Missoula, 826-3150
CAAMP, folk, The Wilma, Missoula, 728-2521
Sneaky Pete and the Secret Weapons, funk/rock, 
10:15, Top Hat Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

Sunday, November 3
Billings                                                 
The Weeks, grit/groove, 8 p.m., Pub Station, 
Billings, 894-2020
Livingston/Bozeman                                             
“Addams Family,” musical play, 3 p.m., The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420
The Road Agents, acoustic rock, 6 p.m., Outlaw 
Brewing, Bozeman, 577-2403
A Historic Evening with Eva Scholl, Holocaust 
survivor, 7 p.m., Brick Breeden Fieldhouse, 
Bozeman, 994-2287
Helena                                                 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” stage play, 
2:30 p.m., Grandstreet Theatre, Helena, 442-7270
Missoula                                               
Los Lonely Boys, blues/rock, 7 p.m., Top Hat 
Lounge, Missoula, 728-7980

S A V E  T H E  D A T E
November 11: Bruce Coburn, folk/rock, 7 p.m., 
The Wilma, Missoula, 728-2521

November 12: Snails, dub step, 7 p.m., 
The Wilma, Missoula, 728-2521

November 16: That 1 Guy, imaginative 
instrumentals, Filling Station, Bozeman, 587-0585

Tuesday, November 19: Whiskey Myers, country, 
9 p.m., The Wilma, Missoula, 728-2521

Wednesday, November 20: Whiskey Myers, 
country, 8 p.m., Pub Station, Billings, 894-2020
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” live performance, 
7 p.m., MetraPark Montana Pavilion, Billings, 248-7827

Thursday, November 21: Rodney Crowell, 
Americana, 7 p.m. The Wilma, Missoula, 728-2521

Friday, November 22: Rodney Crowell, Americana, 
8 p.m., Ellen Theatre, Bozeman, 585-5885

Saturday, November 23: Rodney Crowell, 
Americana, 8 p.m., Pub Station, Billings, 894-2020
Primus, rock, 7 p.m., The Wilma, Missoula, 728-2521

December 8: Kenny G: Miracles Holiday and Hits 
Tour, 7:30 p.m., Metra Park, Billings, 894-2020

December 13: “Holiday Vaudeville Extravaganza,” 
variety show, 8 p.m., through Dec. 22, The Shane 
Center, Livingston, 222-1420

December 28: Three Dog Night, rock, 8 p.m., 
Helena Civic Center, 447-8382

Send information for the monthly calendar to:

info@montanapress.net

WE RECOMMEND...
STATEWIDE CALENDAR LISTINGS
Billings Bozeman Helena Great Falls Butte Missoula & More

THE BRIDGER RAPTOR FESTIVAL
An annual event which is free to the 

public and centers around the largest 
known Golden Eagle migration in 

the United States. Activities include 
a Wildlife Film Festival, interpretive 

programs with live raptors, nature walks 
and talks, face painting, storytelling, 

education and entertainment programs 
for people of all ages. Oct. 4, 5 and 6 at 

Bridger Bowl. For info: 
www.bridgerraptorfest.org.

TAMARACK FESTIVAL AND BREWFEST 
Celebrate the turning of western larch 
from green to gold in downtown Seeley 
Lake at the annual brewfest that begins 

Friday, Oct. 10 with a “Brewmaster’s 
Presentation” and the two-day event 
includes samples of more than 20 

Montana craft beers, music, and art 
and craft vendors. For info: www.

seeleylakechamber.com/

HARVESTFEST IN BILLINGS
Arts & crafts, fresh produce (including 
fall favorites like mums and pumpkins), 
farmer’s market, food trucks, pumpkin 

pie baking contest, merchant gift 
basket raffle, children’s activities, 

live entertainment with fiddlers and 
dancers, vendors and more. Held in 
DowntownBillings, MT on Oct. 12.

 For info: www.downtownbillings.com.

34TH ANNUAL ENNIS HUNTERS FEED
This freezer-clearing rite of fall first 

spawned a community potluck in 1985. 
Now, the Ennis Chamber of Commerce’s 

Ennis Hunters Feed is held every year 
on the Friday before rifle season opens. 
Chefs of all abilities offer up their best 
and most creative wild game dishes for 

all to vote upon right on Main Street. 
This year’s event will be held on Oct. 25 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in Ennis. Tasters 
are advised to get there early for the 

best samples. For info or to participate 
as a chef: info@ennischamber.com. 

36TH ANNUAL AUTUMN ARTS 
AND CRAFTS SHOW

This Helena tradition will be held on 
Oct. 26 at the Helena Civic Center 

from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.. Several 
vendors will showcase and sell a 
wide variety of one-of-a-kind arts 

and handcrafted items. For info: www.
bigskyartandcraftshow.com

BILLINGS HOLIDAY FOOD 
AND GIFT FESTIVAL

The 34th annual Holiday Food and Gift 
Festival will be held on November 9 and 
10 at First Interstate Arena in Billings. 

There will be a huge variety of vendors 
selling unique gifting options and other 

products and services. Food will be 
available for purchase. Open Saturday 

at 9 a.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m. For info: 
www.holidayfoodandgiftfestival.com




